Local
Subscripeion ané
United States:
P4.00 per year
Forcign
Subscription:
$.00U. 8.
Currency, ter

year February, 1936

Single Copics:
35 centavos

WALTER ROBB
Editor and

Manager

Notes on President Quezon’s Press Interviews

President Quezon’s press interviews contrast sharply with
those of governors general. They embrace both the local
and the foreign press, and are characterized by the President’s
utter composure and frankness. Unlike the governors, he is
not constrained by any eclement in the government not be-
holden to him. His little body in the big Spanish state chair
at the end of the table (it is the council-of-state table, for-
merly that of the Philippine Comm n), in perspective
back of him you sec his people, 14 millions, supers in a
Griffithian panorama, moil at their humbler tasks important
to the business of founding a new nation.

If they and he succced, their nation will be the first
modern state among their kind, the Malaysians. Its in-
stitutions will contrast with neighboring imperial states and
colonies. Only in China and Siam will there be affinity.

You can no more help liking the man whose slender shoulders
bear the brunt of this taxk than you can help breathing.  You
take notes. All is sui generis.

Gambling instinetive in man, 400,000 sleuths could not
enforce antigambling laws in the Philippines. Laws are bad
that can’t be enforced. Quezon will deal practically with
gambling by cashiering such men as ought never to gamble:
judges and everyone concerned in enforcing antigambling laws,
teachers who must set their students examples, officials with
financial responsibility.

Jueteng—"this is not gambling, but robbery”—will be
stamped out; exccutives unable to do this in their jurisdictions
will be cashiered.

Quezon confines his own gaming propensity, that he admits
is strong, to contract; he imposes on himself the moral re-
straints he expects other officiale, who should, to exercise.

Tazes may not have to be increased—*if all taxes now im-

sed were collected, without new taxes the revenue of the

vernment would be enough.”

Banditry was broken up during the Commonwealth’s first
2 months of cffort. Encallado was let go back to Tayabas
because he had surrendered under the impression he would not
be prosecuted.  “While I head this government, no such ad-
vantage will be taken of any man. The government is power-
ful, it docsn’t have to stoop to double-dealing.”

Women. As long as he has lived, man has sinned with
woman. He always will. Communities boasting they are
clean in thix respect arc often worse than others. Control
is a feasible aim, and due protection of the public health. Hy-
poerisy is out of the question,

Prisons. Bilibid in the heart of town will be removed and
rebuilt with a view to modern penology on the 551-hectare
site bought from the city at Muntinglupa; and there, men
given occupation with the soil may be regenerated. Direct
responsibility will rest in Colonel Paulino Santos. Many
meu are sentenced too quickly, too harshly. This was at the
bottom of Quezon’s letting 50 men free from Bilibid Christinas
eve.  Without ceremony, just saying, “Let them go.”

Judges named to the new and the old benches were recommend-
ed by all the bar associations and by the supreme court, some
by all entitics, others by all but one. This will be practice.
Candidates asking for places on the bench for themselves—
only 2 did so—kill their own chances.

The Arrastre Service. What was said of this has come out
in the press; and the question is not yet irrevocably decided,

perhaps.  Quezon finds satisfaction with the existing service
universal. He admits that satisfactory serviee is the primary
consideration.

The National Army scems to be the chief preoccupation of
the executive mind for the moment. Often mentioned, always
defended, talk about it streams into long ranks of marching
men;and with so many aides in uniform, a military atmosphere
pervades the executive offices.
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