20

THE CROSS

Problems and Prospects
of the New Japan e

by Lindesay Pgrrott

from The New York Times Magozine
(Courtesy of USIS)

Japan s ready to assume the stotus
of o sovereign equol in the inter-
national family, The rotificotion of
the Joponese peace treaty will mork
a new stort for her, testing the re-
sult of six years’ endeovors which
have sought to tronsform Jopon into
a bulyork of democracy and on out-
post ogainst the militant communism
which has engulfed Chino and threot-
ens oll Asio. The future of Japan,
therefore, mdy be cruciol not only
to Asig but to the world. A review
of the world's knowledge of this is-
land nation s in order.

The treaty limits Japon to the four
main islands ond more than 500
islets, forming @ norrow barrier, 1,300
miles long, off the continent of Asio.
The Jopan of today is only gbout
half as large o5 the pre-war empire
but occupies a strategic position. The
terroin is mountainous, reoching 12,-
45) feet on Mount Fuji, ond the
climate is hot and humid in sum-
mer, mild in winter except in the
northern areas.

Mountains ond wastelands limit
the possible farming orea to about
one-third of the total, ond in prac-

tice 10 considerably less. Only about
16 percent of Japan is under culti-
vation, The lack of food-growing
lond is offset in part by the neigh-
boring seos, which produce a high
vield of fish, a staple of the meoger
Japanese diet. There are som& mi-
nerals, chiefly coal, copper, and gold,
but the deposits are not large, ond
Japan‘s steel industry must impott
coking cool. Hydroelectric power
from the swift-flowing rivers is capo-
ble of further development. In few
essentials aof modern life is Jopon
seit-sufficient.

The primary problem of Japan is
overpopulation. © Stabilized at about
26,000,000 until a century ago, the
population now is 84,000,000, Birth
contral ond moss emigration hove
been advocated, but little progress
has been made.

The Japanese ore an intelligent
and adoptable people, clever at wtil-
12ing adopted tezhnical methods., Yet
they cling to their own sociol forms
ond are daminated by o “‘national
fomily’” concept which holds the fao-
mily group ond the welfare of the
community more important than the
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conscience of the individual. The
Jopanese culture wos derived chiefly
from Chinpo, ond the most popular
religious foith — Buddhism — reach-
ed Japon from Indio via China. Shin-
to, a combination of onimism, onces-
tor worship, ang veneration of the
imperiol forebeors, stands second.
Christianity has o considerable in-
fluence also.

Led by their Emperor, the Joponese
neither broke under the occupation
following World War Il ner fought
against it. The pine tree, Hirohito
told his people, bears the weight of
the snow — but how green it is
in the spring. The treoty will bring
the spring weather he onticipated.
After World War | the reol control
of Jopon had possed from the Elder
Statesmen ond the bicomeral Diet
into the hands of militorists and in-
dustriolists, Afrer World War || the
occupation set up 0 new system guor-
anteeing the bosic freedoms of
speech, press, assembly, ond person,
ond moking the Emperor a “‘symbol
of state.” The lower house of the
Diet was graonted most of the legis-
lative power. Executive functions
were vested in o premier elected by
the lower house,

Jopan has four significont politicol
groupings, the Liberal Party, which
controls the Government; the Demo-
crats, the Socialists, and the Com-
munists. Heoded by Premier Shigeru
Yoshida, the Liberal Porty is the
most conservotive in the notion, fovor-
ing private enterprise ond strongly
anti-Communist, It vigorously ad-
vocated o ““separate’”’ peace with the
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West. The moin strength of the
Liberal Party .is among the smoll

landholders created by the occupa-
tion’s land reform ond omong large
ond small business elements in the
cities, Socialists were the feading
group in 1947 but split into two
wings and lost ground. The Com-
munist Party, although legal, is lorge-
ly underground, with its top leaders
in exife or hiding. It might, poll
1,000,000 votes, or about 3 percent
of the totol.

The nation’s economy is balanced
between agriculture and fisheries;
manufacture, trode, and transport.
Of the lobor force of 36,000,000

- men and women, more than 15,000,-

000 work on the land, the remainder
in industry. Private enterprise con-
trols agriculture and industry but the
Government operates key public sery-
ices such as railroads. Industrial out-
put, based on cheap lobor, and farm
production have risen in the poast six
yeors, but neither is yer high enough
to meet the requirements of even
a low standard af living without out-

_side gssistance.

Half the present farmed area is
in rice. Qther important crops in-
clude wheat, sweef pototoes, tea,
vegetables, ond fruit. The land is
rich ond well cultivated and yields
are good, but the small size ' of
tamily holdings and the country's
rough terrgin preclude much mechani-
zation,

Land -reform has spread ownership.
In prewar Japan 73 percent of the
farmers were tenants whally ar in
part; B9 percent of them owned their
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fand by 1950. But while redistribu-
tion has sotisfied the ospirotions of
many farmers for ownership, it has
not changed farming methods nor
greatly increased output.

Jopon's industrial plont and skilled
labor are ity greatest resource for
survival, The big silk ond cotton
textile industry furnished the maost
important prewor exports. Steel, ship-
building, and other heovy industries
made Japan one of the leading in-
dustrial countries of the world. In-
dustry was badly domaged during
Woerld War |l, but with Americon
assistance, ond spurred by the need
for goods and services during the
Communist oggression in Koreo pro-
duction hos poassed the 1932-36
level.

Low wages and long hours of labor
formerly enabled Japon to sell o lorge
volume of manufoctures obroad and
thus pay for foed imports. The occu-
pation’s labor legisiation and the in-
troduction of trode wunions hove
brought wage increases and a shorter
work_week averaging 50 hours. There
ore 32,000 locol unions with o mem-
bership of more thon &,000,000, yet
city workers must spend their in-
come for food olome, while the higher
woges they receive have placed higher
prices on Japan’s exports.

In war reparotions, the Republic
of the Philippines and the Republic
of Indonesia together seek nearly
$2,000,000,000 from Japan. Fur-
thermore, militory expendituret agoin
ore in prospect under the defense
pact. Meonwhile, stripped of its
once great merchant morine, Jopan

THE CROSS

must import food, eil, iron ore, ond
other necessities in ships of other
lands. With most imports coming
from the dallar area and most ex-
ports going to sterling oregs, Japan
expects g dollor shortage.

Unable at present to stand on its
own feet economically or os a military
power, Jopan faces a generally hostile
continent and relies on new and
tenuous relations with the rest of
the free world. The lapanese have
been given a chance for self-rule,
but they are o f{feudalistic people
accustomed for centuries to obeying
orders. Democracy and habits of
thgught natural to peoples accus-
tomed to self-government are strange
new developments ta them. Given
reasonable help and encouragement,
there is cause to believe that Japon
will find her own answers without
obandoning its democratic  gains.
Left-wing strength centers in sacial-
ism rather than c¢ommunism, which
has little appeal to the Japonese.
There oppears to be little internal
donger of communism while the na-
tion’s economy provides a reasonable
living for the people.

Externally the situation {¢ different.
Communist-dominated China and So-
viet Russia have denounced the peace
treaty ond the defense pact gs proaf
of a new Joponese ‘“imperjolism.”’
It is patent that retaligtion may be
undertaken when an opportune mo-
ment arrives. Meonwhile, Commu-
nist China seeks to lure Japan with
o market, offering to supply row
materials in return for Jopan’s monu-
foctures. Both the threat ond the
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lure will be used in the future to
detoch Jopon from the free world
alliance ond absorb the notion into
the Communist orbit.

Under the defense poct the United
States will keep troops in Jopan dur-
ing the immediote future and will use
Joponese boses for on indefinite pe-
riod. Although in time Japon is ex-
pected to supply the bulk of her
iond defense, she now has only 75,.-
000 men in the Notionol Police Re-
serve. There s much oppositien teo
rearmament becouse of its cost.

Jopon wmust trade to live. She
must find new customers, cheaper
ond more efficient production meth-
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moke restitution for domoge wrought
in Asia ond meet the casts af self-
defense. This tremendows burden
raises the question whether the free
world can supply Jopan‘s needs and,
eventually, make oavailoble to the
Joponese the means of self-support
they rmust hove to live and defend
themselves as a democracy. The
Japanese problem is o world problem.
Much of its salution will depend upon
the ecomomic fortunes of the natian,
which in turn will depend upon the
palicies of the rest of the free world.
It is up to the free world as much
cs to Japan itself ta determine the

ods, ond, in addition, must somehow  eventucl result.

Spain and Our Educational System

5, e it wos Spain that brought and planted in our Philippine soil the
seed of a Christian civiization thot grew and developed into ¢ firmly tooted
tree; and on this tree America grofted on educotional public school system
thot in turn grew and developed inte wide branches that reach now every
nook ond corner of our Jond. Jt was Spain thot laid thé foundation of
our Christian culture ond traditions through o fong and patient process;
and upon this foundation Americe built the structure of our present system
of public education. It was Spoin that painted the Christian background
of our history; ond on this background Americo odded the vost scenery
of governmeni-supported schools from mossive, concrete structures to nipo-
bomboo school houses. Spain made our people thirst after an education
that would benefit every child of the country;, America quenched that thirst
with the esteblishment of o nation-wide choin of schools that embraces
the remotest municipol borrics. Spain made us hunger ofter cultural,
literary and professional training; ond America fed our people with educational
facilities to be found in our present schoo! system fargely supplernented by
a vast number of private schools. Yes, the stoge was set by Spain for
the extracrdinory rise in enroliment of 150,000 per cent in fifty years, ©
phenomenon in olf educotional history. .. ."

— Rev. E. G. Salvedor, S.J.



