"GOLD

KING”

An Appreciative Study of Judge
John W. Haussermann

By VICENTE F. BARRANCO

HE press has coined for
him the newsy and at-
tractive cognomen of “Gold
King.” The exclusive Mani-
la Rotary Club calls him
“Fanner John.” Industrial-
ists and businessmen all
know him as the Philippines'
leading mining man.

He is John W. Hausser-

mann, Sr., short, stubby,
cheerful head of the vast
Haussermann gold mining

enterprises, a lawyer by
training, a judge by profes-
sion and now dedicated to
the promotion of the coun-
try's mining industry.

Judge Haussermann has
become so great a figure in
the nation's social and eco-
nomic scene that his opi-
nion, whenever he give one
through a press statement or
public speech, is carefully
weighed, analyzed, and consi-
dered by the pul News-
papers often editorialized on
his statements. He is a kind
of reference. His views are
regarded as authoritative in-
dices.

More Conservative Now

And Judge Haussermann
realized this fact as well as
any man in the vast public
that has grown to respect
him and his ideas. It is this
realization, perhaps, that
makes him fear to talk much
now. In the old, old days,
“Farmer John" had the re-
putation of a talkative poli-
tician. He was more free
with his statements. Because
in his early career as a min-
ing industrialist, he did not
have so wide a public that
looked up to him for gui-
dance, for counsel, and for
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opinion, than he has today.
Now, he has become reserv-
ed, and asks reporters to
show him the “copy" about
him before sending it down
to the composing room, for
his approval. It is not that
he is exactly strict and gives
less cooperation to the press;
it is just because he is more
careful, Judge Haussermann
can still stand to be misquot-
ed now and then, perhaps,
but he would prefer to save*
himself of the trouble of
denying it later on; because
he knows that a story denied
spoiis the reputation of a
newspaper. And he likes to
help the press in every way
he could.

Timely occasions for the
press to front-page Judge
Haussermann are when he
departs for a trip abroad,
when he returns, and when
he gives public speeches. He
is so important and great a
personality that he is also
sought for a statement when
he observes his birthday.
The press gives this privilege

toonly a few men in Ihe
Philippines.

Trip to America

Lately, the Judge was
played up on the front pages.
It was because he was leav-
ing the Philippines for the
United Stales on a six-month
business and pleasure trip.
Usually in lhe past, .Judge
Haussermann  spent a year
abroad, alternating with his
son Francis. In his absence,
Francis Haussermann, first
vice-president of the Balatoe
and Benguet gold mining
firms, will be the acting head.
It is likely that upon Judge
Haussermann's return, his
son will leave for an extended
business trip in America.
The Haussermanns have some
financial and business inter-
ests in Ihe United Stales.

Judge Haussermann’s im-
portance in public life is re-
cognized not only in the Phil-
ippines, but also in America.
A proof of this is the num-
erous invitations he received
from trade organizations and
chambers of commerce in the
United States to address their
meetings upon his arrival
there. Judge Haussermann
intimated Shortly before his
departure that he had de-
ciined all these invitations;
first, because he could not be
sure if his itinerary would
coincide with the conventions
and meetings of the organi-
zations who want him as

" guest speaker; and second,

he said he personally prefers
not to deliver a speech be-
fore  those  organizations
which expect him to discuss
political as well as economic
conditions in Ihe Philippines.
He said he had not had the
time or opportunity to con-
fer with the political leaders
of the Philippines, and does
not consider himself suffi-
ciently informed as lo their
views. Under this circums-
tance, to keep silent is better
for him.

On the Freedom Question

He, however, made
significant remark on his
departure. He said: “The
way matters (in the Philip-
pines) now stand, practically
every leader here has reject-
ed the idea of re-examination
of the so-called Philippine
problem, and strongly advo-
cates independence in 1946."

He is one of the influential
men who believe that the
United Slates will not vacil-
litate in the promise of inde-
pendence for the Philippines
and that if there is any more
that might tend to alter the
cause of Philippine policies
between now and 1946, that
move will have to come from
the  Filipinos  themselves.

Instead of tiring himself
pondering political uncertain-
ties, Judge Haussermann
looks faither ahead of 1946.
He is helping the Philippines
get ready for an independent

(Continued on page 38)
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THE MANUSCRIPT
By CONRADO S. RAMIREZ

Look nol on her loo closely lesl your eyes
Too deeply read the wrinkle-written slory
Of faded lips Inal once had drunk of glory,
Of broken heort lhal now musl pay the price
Of Love's repealed comings and goodbyes.
But if they read it, do no! feel loo sorry:

When life was young, she

knew—and had no worry—

Thai happiness is sweetesl when unwise.

And yet, why nol? Regard lhe gifl complete
By its self, never look beyond lomorrow.

Drink to Ihe dregs of joy and be above
Considering Ihe payment you musl meet:

Jusl write the Story Ihough ils end be sorrow
For suffering is the signalure of Love.
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LAND OF...
(Continued from page X)

trntions had been granted
prodigiously lo rich indivi-
duals and corporations. 11
has been discovered that un-
reasonably big forest conces-
sions and other agricultural
lands have been granted lo
private parties in former
years. Because the conces-
sions given were so extensive
that the concessionaires
either would not bother deve-
loping Ihe lands allowed to
them or they could not afford
to invest a big amount of cap-
ital for improvements as re-
quired by law,

Hence, the Bureau of Fo-
restry is undertaking another
survey of the big land con-
cessions to subdivide them in-
to smaller portions to be dis-
tributed lo small farmers who
are ready to cultivate them.

On the ability and the will-
ingness of the national gov-
ernment lo grant lands to the
majority of the people where-
upon they could eke out Iheir
existence is based to a great
extent the success of the Pre-
sident's social justice pro-
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gram. Let those who could
not find adequate livelihood in
Iheir respective provinces be

iven sufficient fertile lands
to till. The highly successful
Koronadal project of the gov-
ernment in Mindanao should
pave the way for similar en-
terprises in other parts of the
Philippines.

"GOLD KING”
(Continued from page I1)

political existence. The ques-
tion of extension of the pre-
sent status, he believes, is out
of the way, as far as he ob-
serves Philippine men in au-
thority. He is on his way to
the United States to get an
assurance of Philippine eco-
nomic stability after the
giant of independence. He
will also work for the con-
tinuation of present trade re-
lations and their improve-
ment, which he has found out
have been beneficial to both
America and the Philip-
pines.
Purpose of Trip

Greater importance is at-

tached to the present trip of
Judge Haussermann in lhe
United States than to his
former visits abroad. As he
himself announced, he will
try to get assurances in
America of the economic
stability of the Philippines.
He plans to interest different
groups lo work to preserve
the present standard of liv-
ing in the Philippines, and to
this end, he will make an ap-
peal, whenever he has the
chance to, that the preserva-
tion of the present Philip-
pine-American trade rela-
tions is necessary to save the
present Filipino standard of
living. His visit is potent of
good results for Pl i
economic, commercial,
social conditions.
Judge Haussermann is one
of those who have great faith
in the future of the Philip-
pines. Denying reports that
he is liquidating his interests
in this country, he announced
that he had never thought of
that, will never do it, and in
fact will expand his mining
and allied interests in this
country. This plan expresses
great faith and optimism.

and

The Human Side

“Gold King” is a misnomer
for Judge Haussermann. It
is true he is the country’s
No. 1 gold producer; but to
call him a king of mining
men is liable to lead others
to misundertand the nature
of the man. A king usually
connotes pomp and monarch-
ical powers, and a firm and
sometimes stupid disposition.
He is not inclined to pomp.
He does not bear any trace
of it. He is a man of simple
ways, attached to the com-
mon man, and very chummy
of disposition. He gives wise
counsel and likes to exchange
views with his friends.

It is Judge Haussermann's
chief interest in the common
man that belies any connota-
tion of "king.” He has at
heart, to use a platitudinous
phrase, the welfare of the
common man. How this
phrase strikes the man!
One of the most important
problems of economic stabil-
ity, he would tell you, is to
give work to the people and
give them fair wages.

The philanthropy of Judge
Haussermann, his social wel-
fare activities, are a matter
of common public knowledge.
He was the highest donor to
the annual Neediest Cases
Fund, of the D-M-H-M News-
papers last year, which do-
nations were ributed to
the poor families in the city
of Manila. He gives lavishly
to charity and to private hos-
pitals. He was the general
chairman of the Philippine
committee of the American
Community in charge of the
Roosevelt Birthday Celebra-
tion and Ball this year to
raise funds to finance Ihe in-
fantile paralysis campaign in
the United States.

The Judge and Music

Judge Haussermann is a
sustaining member of the
Manila Symphony Society.
He confessed once that he
does not know much about
music. That statement needs
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some qualifying. He does
not know music as much as
veteran music itics do,
maybe, but he certainly can
appreciate one. His attach-
ment to music is large-
ly accounted by his son John.
John is a composer of recog-
nized ability in the musica,
centers of America and Eu-
rope. “l don't know much of
the stuff he produces,” said
Judge Haussermann once, re-
ferring to the musical com-
positions of John, Jr. "But
I like the way they fall on
the ears. Perhaps they have
something worthwhile after
all.”

It is not Judge Hausser-
mann, however, who should
pass judgment on the work
of his son. He may be in-
clined to be favorably or un-
favorably partial. The public
here and abroad had already
written down its verdict on
the works of Son John, and
that verdict acclaims him
as an accomplished artist.
Classical pieces are the fav-
orites of the musician in the
Haussermann family.  His
works are exclusively class-
ical, and he talks of modern
pieces in this vein: “Jazz
music is really as old as the
hills.” Then he will begin to
explain it, by tracing the
history of jazz, its semblances
to the classics. Judge Haus-
sermann, of course, does not
go deep into all these; he
contents himself with hear-
ing the music, for to him,
music its own language.

PLANE.

(Continued from page 9)
over them without seeing it,
due to low clouds and light
rain. This account supported
the theory that the motor was
functioning at the time of the
accident. It was possible, ac-
cording lo later findings, that
the airplane was flying at
high speed at the time of the
impact against the tree, and
that engine trouble or lack of
gasoline was not the cause of
the accident.
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This Is a Navy Plane—After Midair Crash

Phonephoto

Two men search the wreckage of one of two Nsvy planes which crashed In California’s Borcgo Valley

after colliding in midair. One man was killed in the crash. Five others parachuted tn safety. The Nay

Department ordered a full investigation. Survivors biamed Ihe collision on a sudden, powerful downdraf
forcing the planes together.

The plane struck the tree at only by tremendous impact complete as it was probable
about midway and crashed which indicated that Pilot that some part9 were either
headlong, striking a big rock Jack Mercer and the two carried by wild animals or
below with tremendous speed, passengers, Emmens and Go- washed by the flood,
then falling near the bed of co, met instant death. Not so cjear wcre the
the head of the Sicaba river.  Their skeletons were found ings of the accident board in
Its engine was buried ink scattered around the wreck- another fatal accident, that
the ground, the propeller bent age. They were no longer of Burton H. Hall, pilot of
inward, wings sheared off,.,
and the instrument board
and cabin reduced to splint-
ers. Only part of the rear
fuselage, rudder,- and elevator
were in fair condition. The
clock of the airplane which
was retrieved from the
wreckage must have been
stopped by the crash as its
glass was gone and its mi-
nute hand slightly bent. The
clock stopped al 12:40 o'clock
p. m., which must be the time
of the accident.

Sudden Death

The condition of the wreck-
age could have been caused

FREE 1940 Calendars

WANTED—Provincial and Municipal Sales-
men. Salary extraordinary, fastest selling
article and sure MONEY MAKING scheme.
Am enclosing 10cts. stamps to cover handling
and mailing expenses for contract proposals
for employment and catalogs & 1940 calen-
dars.

Address lo Managing Director Corpora-
tion Box 3211, Manila.
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