THE SPECIAL INTERMEDIATE COURSES
OF STUDY.

Jonx D. DEHUFF, Superintendent of City Schools, Manila.
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methods . .
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TIIE period of experiment with the special intermediate

courses of study is past, and this phase of educational

work in the Philippines now stands out as one of the most
prominent and successful features of this Bureau’s activities.
The specialized course had its definite beginnings in 1909. Prior
to that time, the academic work of the intermediate grades
had been supplemented by a certain amount of work in other
lines which might tend to prepare the pupil for special activi-
ties after leaving school, or for better earning a livelihood, or
merely for better living. The success of even this limited sup-
plementing of the academic line of study was such that both
the Director and the division superintendents soon became con-
vinced that for different groups of pupils definite special courses
should be organized, in order to meet the civie, industrial, intel-
lectual, and commercial needs of the Philippine population. The
diverse interests of any people are such that it was believed and
has been proved that even in the intermediate grades it is not
too early to give such variation in the lines of study to different
pupils or different groups of pupils as may fit some for one thing
and some for another, at the same time retaining for all a com-
mon basis of academic requirements. The necessity of following
such a plan of procedure is all the more evident when we take
into consideration that comparatively few pupils continue in
school after finishing the intermediate course of study. It is
not only in the Philippines that this argument obtains, but in
the United States as well.

For the benefit of readers not conversant with conditions in
the Philippines, it may also be stated in this connection that
the large majority of the pupils of the last year of the inter-
mediate course are boys and girls of almost if not quite mature
years, so that in so far as age is concerned, upon graduating
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from the intermediate course they are ready to go out into the
world and do for themselves.

The question of specializing the work of the intermediate
grades came to be the subject of serious consideration on the
part of the former Director and his corps of division superin-
tendents, especially during the early months of 1909. It was
thoroughly discussed at the superintendents’ convention in
Baguio in May of that year, with the result that a few weeks
later, the Director issued circular No. 70, announcing and pro-
mulgating the special intermediate courses of study in much the
same form as they now stand. The following paragraphs are
quoted from that circular, as a succinct statement of the condi-
tions and arguments which led up to the promulgating of these
courses :

At the last convention at Baguio the plan was discussed of specializing
the intermediate course so as to enable a pupil to secure adequate training
in shop work, farming, domestic science, or in preparation for teaching.
The plan met with general approval. It would seem to have much to
recommend it. The first object in sending a child to school is that he may
learn to read, write, and cipher. This object may be attained by three
or four years of constant attendance at school under good instruction.
This much once gained, the child whose further education must be limited
in amount should have the choice of what his further study shall be and
to what it will lead. The great mass of people the world over get no more
than an elementary schooling of three or four years. In the United States
the school life of the average child was 4.1 years in 1900. American
public-school statistics show a startling falling off from attendance in the
last grades of the grammar school. The average boy is not interested in
a school course which, after teaching him to read and write, appears to
conduct him to no definite calling. In the United States he drops out of
school at about the sixth or seventh grade. His schooling has trained
him for no particular kind of usefulness; he belongs to the class of un-
skilled and untrained labor.

These considerations are presented to suggest that not merely here in
the Philippines, but in the United States as well, a differentiation of the
instruction in the last grades of the grammar-school course would seem
to be highly desirable. Such a purpose as this has been aimed at here
since the organization of our courses of study. The intermediate school
was separated in 1904 from the primary school course in order to give it a
distinet and practical character. From the very first, it was provided
that the boy and the girl should receive instruction not only in the common
branches, but in elementary science, and in such subjects as agriculture,
tool-work, mechanical drawing, and housekeeping. But the effort to in-
clude all of these subjects in the intermediate training of every pupil
threatens to result in overloading the course and in an insufficient training
in the special branches pursued. Accordingly, hereafter the following
intermediate courses will be recognized.
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Then followed the outline of six separate courses of study for
intermediate grades: the general course, the course for teaching,
the course in farming, the trade course, the course in housekeep-
ing and household arts, and the course for business.

The general course as announced was simply a continuation
of the intermediate course of study as prescribed in former
years. It provided for three years in reading, three in grammar
and composition, three in arithmetic, two in geography, one in
plant life, one in animal life or agriculture, one in Philippine
history and government, one in physiology and hygiene, and three
in manual training or other industrial work (for girls, house-
keeping and household arts), and included drawing and music.

The course for teaching provided for three years each in
reading, grammar and composition, and arithmetic; two in geog-
raphy; one in plant life; one in agriculture and gardening; one
in physiology and hygiene; two in music and drawing; one in
Philippine history and government; one in school management
and practice of teaching; one in instruction in native minor
industries; and for the girls one year in housekeeping and
household arts.

The course in farming provided for three years each in read-
ing, grammar and composition, and arithmetic; two in geog-
raphy; one in plant life; one in the theory of the elements of
agriculture; one in physiology and hygiene; one in Philippine
history and government; and three years of three periods daily
in actual gardening and farm work.

The trade course provided for three years each in English
and arithmetic, two in geography, three in drawing, one in
Philippine history and government, and three years of four
periods daily in shop work.

The course in housekeeping and household arts provided for
three years each in English and arithmetic, two in geography,
one in Philippine history and government, three in sewing and
garment-making, one in physiology and hygiene, two in weaving,
one in cooking, and one in nursing and the care of infants.

The course for business provided for three years in reading,
two years in grammar and composition, two years in ordinary
arithmetic, one year in business arithmetic, two years in geog-
raphy, one year in handwriting and plain lettering, one,in
spelling and dictation, one year in business correspondence, two
years in bookkeeping, one year in commercial geography, one
year in Philippine history and government, and three years in
typewriting.

A review of these courses will show that the lines of worlk
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common to all are reading, arithmetic, and grammar and com-
position, but that after these the pupil in each distinct course
is given such lines of instruction as tend to specially fit him for
some particular sphere of practical usefulness.

Disregarding a few details of really minor importance, no
great difficulty was encountered in establishing one or more of
these special courses in centers where intermediate work was
already going on. In most of the provincial high schools, where,
as a rule, intermediate classes were carried as an adjunct to the
high school proper, instruction in manual training and domestic
science had been given in connection with the old general course
for several years, and the work of organizing the boys into
classes taking the special trade course, and the girls into classes
taking the special course in housekeeping and household arts
was merely a matter of dropping or modifying one or two lines
of academic work and increasing the special work in the pro-
portion in which the academic work had been decreased.

The teaching course was perhaps the easiest of all to estab-
lish, as it involved but little change from the general course
other than that of providing for training classes of primary
children, in order that actual practice work in teaching might
be given. The course in farming is given only in schools con-
nected with the various school farms of this Bureau. The course
in housekeeping and household arts, having almost exactly the
same proportion of academic and industrial work as the trade
course or the farming course, may easily be given in connection
with either one of those courses, as the teachers who handle the
academic work in one course can handle it in the other at the
same time. As a matter of fact these special courses were
established and put into running order with scarcely any neces-
sity of an increase in the teaching force, so that by the close
of the year 1909-10, a fair percentage of all the intermediate
schools had done something creditable in the way of departing
from the former almost purely academic line of procedure.

A year of experimentation with the special courses of study
as promulgated in 1909 served to give a line on any defects in
the plan; and when the comment of superintendents and teachers
on the workings of the courses for that year had been summed
up, it was found that the general impression was that the pro-
portion of academic work was too great and that some of the
subjects might as well be eliminated or combined with others.
To this end circular No. 142, series 1910, was published by the
present Director of Education, announcing the courses of study

in a somewhat modified and more definite form. In that form
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these courses continued to be given until the close of the school
year 191112, although many were of the opinion that the pro-
portion of academic work had not as yet been sufficiently reduced.
In December, 1911, a committee was appointed to go over
these courses carefully and make definite recommendation as
to further changes. This committee finished its work at Baguio
in May, 1912, recommending some changes which have been
thought to be almost radical. The principal change recom-
mended is that of the reduction of the academic work of the
general course to four subjects daily. This involves the elimi-
nation from Grade V of plant life as a separate subject; the
elimination from Grade VI of animal life as a separate subject;
the reduction in time to be given to geography from two years
to one year, this to be given in Grade V; and the assignment of
the subject of physiology and hygiene and sanitation to Grade VI
instead of Grade VII. In addition to this the committee decided
to recommend the definite requirement of one year of basketry,
bamboo and rattan work or hand weaving for Grade V; one year
of gardening for Grade VI; one year of woodworking for Grade
VII; and the combining of the theory of the elements of agricul-
ture, formerly given as a separate academic subject in Grade VI,
with the general industrial subject of gardening. A few minor
changes in the trade course, the farming course, and the course
in housekeeping and household arts were also recommended.
With the exception of the course in farming, the recommen-
dations of this committee have not as yet been accepted by the
Director, having been submitted to the field for general comment.
The following scheme will illustrate the several courses as they
now stand and as recommended for change by this committee.

General course, as at present.

Grade V., Grade VI. Grade VII.
‘Grammar and Ce ition. | Grammar and iti iti
Reading and Spelling. Reading and Spelling. Reading and Spelling.
Pe- 5 s
e Eetueue, Arithmetic. Arithmetic.
of 40 S
minutes | Geograhy. Geography. History and Government.
PlantTite, Animal Life— year. Physiclory, and Hygiene
= Agriculture— year. R

Music—20 minutes three Music—20 minutes three | Music—20 minates “three
times a week. times times a week.

Double lnduulnll Wﬂ!k—thz:ﬂ Ind strial Workdthreo lndulmlqurk—th ee
period. l:.t Girls, | times a week. Girls, imes Girls, |
ete.
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General cour:

Grade V.

(,mmmr and C

se, as proposed for revision.

Grade VI | Grade VIL

 Grammar and G t

Rc:dmg and Spelling.

| Arithmetic.

Arithmetic.

Geography.
Music—three 20-minute pe-
riods a week.
Writing—two %0-minute pe-
i e

once a weel
Industrial Work—four times

Double
period.

Bovs, Basketry, Hand weav-

Girls, Housekeeping, ete.

Course for

Grade V.

Grammar and C

Drawing—boys and girls

| Grammarand

‘ Reading and Spelling.

| Reading and Spelling.

Arithmetic.

N | History and

20-minute pe- |
riods a week.

riods a week.

Drawing—boys and girls | Drawing—boys and girls

ce a wee
lndustrlalv\rork fourtimes | Industrial wm four
Bovs, | o ine.

G

| Givls, Hovsekeepin, et

e present.

Grade VI Grade VIL

Grammar and C Grammar

Reading and Spelling.

Reading and Spelling. Reading and Spelling.

e, | Arithmetic. | Arithmetic. Arithmetic.
of i | =
minutes Geosraphy Geography. Physiology and Hygiene. |
ch, —
Plant Lie, Mu,m,mm fun eingle pe- | History and Government. |
— | “a e
Muslc—three full periods a Dr:ﬂ\-émgﬂwo double be- | piactice Teaching. [
| lDduwlnthwme.; weel Schoal Muns;_yeTment and
ndustrial | Work-boy cthods of Teaching—
Double | ‘same as for general | Wndustrial Work. three single periods a
urse.  Girls,  Hand- | GRS Housekeeping, ete. | ped
wweavin, Lace making or Drawinic—two double pe-
Embroiders.
i R R
Grade V. Grade VL. Grade VIL. |
Grammar and i Grammar and |
Reading and Spelling. Reading and Spelling. Reading and Spelling.
Pe | Arithmetic. Arithmetic. Arithmetic.
of 40 folo ;
minites | Geography. Physiology, .and Hyeiene | History and Government.
ch. i
Waiting—twoperiods
e ind Wettiny o | Music and Writing, same | weele
3 as Grade V. chool Management, ete.—
Si-mintite periods a week. M e et e
Study period. Study period. Study period.
dw ST Vo
Industrial Worktour | P T
2asbic ek 2oy i Lg.:::;:.l e wa: Study period.
Derod | same 3 e ponedi | {msswet, BoyaCar. | Sty perid.
course, "Girls, Lace mak- | Jening: e
ing and Embroidery.
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The course in farming, as per Circular No. 142, series 1910.

Grade V. Grade VI. Grade VIL
|| Grammar and Compositi ition. | Grammar and Compositi
Reading and Spelling. Reading and Spelling. Reading and Spelling.
Pe | Arithmeti Arithmetic. Arithmetic—three double
riods = periods a week.
o s i double lou-
minutes | Geography. ri s e e e
EaE—— Mechanical
double period a weel
Plant Life. Carpentry—two double pe-
1 Fiods & weok. Farm Work—four consec-
utive periods daily.
Triple
Triple | Farm Work. Farm Work.

The course in farming, as recommended for revision, and tentatively
authorized by Circular No. 71, series 1912.

Grade V. Grade VI. Grade VI
Day to be divided into seven or
eight periods. One period daily Same division of time and same
each in grammar and composi- subjects in general as for
tion, reading and spelling, arith- | Same division of time Grades V and VI, except that
metic, and agriculture. and same subjects theory of agriculture is given a
One study pe three con- in general as for double period daily in _order to
secutive periods in farm work, or Grade V. carry on laborat Farm
ee or four periods in farm work cnrres)wndmglydecmsed
york according 1o how the day Dy one peri

The trade course, as at present.

Grade V. Grade VI. Grade VIL.
Grammar and C; o =5
Arithmetic. Arithmetie. Arithmetic.

R % Reading and Spelling—double
Reading and Spelling. Reading and Spelling—double | Reatiog and Spellins—double

period twicea week. Draw- | !
ing—double  period  three ‘v‘,‘i PR E?:f,;“t“m“u:
Drawing—double period daily. | times a week. eriod once a week.

Shop. consecu- | Shop.
tive periods daily. ‘eriods daily.

The trade course, as recommended for revision.

Grade V. Grade VI. Grade VIL
Grammar and Composition. | Grammar and i s )
Arithmetic. Arithmetic.

Reading and Spelling. Reading and Spelling.

Drawing—one double period | D;
daily.
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The course in housekeeping and houschold arts, as at present.

Grade V.

| Grammar and Composition.

Reading and Spelling.

Arithmetic.

Hygiene and Home Sanitation.

Drawing—two double periods

Gmde VI

| Grammar and Composition.

Reading and Spelling.

Arithmetic.

Hygiene and Home Sanitation.

Drawing—two double periods a

Drawing—two double periods

double pe-

double pe-

riods a
Eﬁ..cr«me o

| Weaving—two double periods

Cooling

iods a week
Ethics—one double period a

double periods

a week.
Ethics—one double period a
week.

week.

iz an:
e ek,

Cooking_and
three double periods a week.

Cooking and Housekeeping—
two double periods a weel

113
T GradoVIL
|| Grammar and Composition.
| Reading and Spelling.
Arithmetic. H|
717)3‘5‘!;2;?, Hygiene, and

Same,

Grade V.

Grade VI. |

as recommended for revision.

Grade VIL.

Grammar and

[ Rea

£ and Spelling.

Grammar and C:

Reading and Spelling.

=

Reading and Spelling.

Arithmetic.

riods a week.

Arithmetic. Arithmetic.
| Physiology and Hyiene.
double period a i double period a £—one double period a
ek
double pe- double pe- double pe-

riods a week.

ir—one double period a

Ethics—one double period &
week.

Cooking and Housekeoping,

i

Cooking and Housekeeping—

Hygiene and
tat Ethics—same
time as in

two double periods a week.
Ethics—one double period a
e

The course for business.

Grade V.

Grade VI.

Grade VIL

Grammar and

Grammar and C:

Business C

Reading. Reading.
Arithmetic. Arithmetic.

Geography. Geography. Commercial Geography.
fndazitiisandulaln letter- | pogiiesping. Bookkeeping.

Spelling and Dictation.

Spelling and Dictation.

History and Government.

Typewriting.

Typewriting.

‘Typewriting.

Study period.

Study period.

Study period.

oTE—No change in the course for business has been recommended
by the committee on revision.
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Of the six courses prescribed for intermediate grades, the
general course at once suggests itself as the easiest to give, owing
to the fact that it follows the line of least resistance. Its purpose
is almost entirely cultural and at the present stage of affairs it
may be said to answer to the requirements of a course prepara-
tory to specializing in later years along literary or historical
lines. As the time for emphasizing this sort of educational ac-
tivity in the Philippines is not as yet considered propitious, the
Director has urged upon all division superintendents the ad-
visability of organizing as great a number as possible of the
pupils of the various intermediate schools into classes taking
some one of the special industrial courses.

The course for teaching is also largely cultural in its tendencies.
However, a sufficient amount of industrial work and practice
teaching is given to enable the graduates to secure some practical
notion as to how they will have to apply their store of facts
upon undertaking work in the school room. Ordinarily the
graduate in the course in teaching will be fitted for taking charge
of academic work in the lowest primary grades only. It may
seem inappropriate that persons of as low attainments as grad-
uates of the intermediate course should be considered fitted for
the teaching service at all. However, when we take into con-
sideration the immense area of the Philippines, their limited
resources, the correspondingly limited resources of most of the
pupils who seek to enter the teaching service, and the fact that
there is but one normal school in the entire archipelago, it may
readily be seen how an intermediate graduate may by a little
special training be prepared to fill certain positions in the teach-
ing service for which there would otherwise be no adequately
trained personnel available at all.

The courses upon which greatest emphasis is now being laid,
and from which the greatest and most lasting results are expected,
are the course in farming, the trade course, and the course in
housekeeping and household arts. The Philippines being essen-
tially agricultural, the first named of these three courses would
suggest itself as worthy of much more than ordinary attention
on the part of our educators. It is not an easy nor a brief task
to put a school of this kind into working order. The establish-
ment of a school farm necessitates the acquisition of an appro-
priate site, and progress in this connection has been slow, al*
though sure. In these farm schools, aside from the ordinary
academic work aimed to enable the pupil to read, write and
calculate intelligently, he is taught the theory and practice of
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market gardening ; poultry raising ; building and repair of fences;
care of school premises; tree planting; disposal of farm rubbish;
the production of staple crops; fertilization; drainage; irriga-
tion; nurseries; care, use, and breeding of farm animals; and
fruit culture. One period daily is spent in the school room in
the reading and discussion of texts, pamphlets, and bulletins,
accompanied by appropriate indoor experimentation in seed selec-
tion, planting and germination, this to be followed later by noting
the various phenomena attending the growth and development
of the plant. Three consecutive periods daily are given over to
actual farm work. When the weather does not permit of out-
door work the time is taken up in the farm shop, where the pupils
are taught rough sketching, farm carpentry, repair work on
buildings and equipment, rough construction work, horseshoe-
ing, and such blacksmithing as is appropriate to the needs of
the farm.

The trade course at once suggests the aim of preparing pupils
for such mechanical work as carpentry, furniture-making, and
ironwork. The necessity of employing Chinese and Japanese
carpenters on the private and public construction work in the
Philippines, when such work might all just as well be done by
Filipinos, was one of the strongest arguments for placing special
emphasis on this line of instruction in our schools. Moreover,
with the abundant supply of hardwood afforded by these Islands
—wood which scarcely has its equal in point of elegance in any
other country—there is every reason for believing that a young
man properly trained along the lines of furniture-making should
be able to become a producer of something which will find a
ready sale and which may assist in turning the balance of trade,
not only for himself but for his country, in a favorable direction.

The academic work of this course is confined to grammar and
composition, writing and spelling, and arithmetic. Abundant
training in mechanical drawing, as prescribed in Bureau of Edu-
cation Bulletin No. 32, Courses in Mechanical and Freehand
Drawing, is given; and this is made to coordinate in such a man-
ner with the actual shop work that it may be considered as in-
dustrial work itself. In general the plan is to have the pupil
make a sketch of the article to be constructed, this to be followed
up by the actual shop work of producing the article. The list
of exercises to be accomplished satisfactorily during this course
is mainly as follows: through mortise and tenon joint, blind
tenon joint, pencil tray, lap butt joint, small drawer with lap
butt joint, clothes cabinet, footstool, drawing board, T-square,
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triangles, desk tray, panel joint, dovetail joint, drawer dovetail,
wardrobe with drawer, lady’s writing desk, school desks, stands
for native stoves, teacher’s table, domestic science table, book
chest, filing cases, teacher’s desk, bookcases, cupboards, indus-
trial material cases, and field desks.

Those particularly apt in this work do not find it difficult to
complete all these exercises within less than the prescribed time;
and for such pupils the construction of an additional list of
articles may be required, as, for example, benches, stools, chairs,
beds, writing desks, screens, windows, doors, and any other useful
and salable articles in demand.

As to the course in housekeeping and household arts, no small
number of superintendents and teachers are of the opinion that
this line of instruction is eventually going to produce more far
reaching results than any other line of instruction that has ever
been given in these Islands. The whole aim of this course is to
improve the home conditions of the people as a whole. This is a
somewhat delicate subject to handle, inasmuch as the results of
this line of instruction must inevitably constitute in general a
radical change over conditions which have heretofore existed.
The teacher is under the particular necessity of approaching the
subject from a sympathetic standpoint rather than from one in
which she might appear as an apostle of new things, advertising
her methods as superior to those already practiced in the home.

The current notion of a course of instruction in domestic
science is that of teaching cooking, sewing, and immediately
related subjects. Here the work must go much further than that.
The inculcation of the doctrine of pure air; sunshine; cleanliness
of body, clothing, house and premises ; the prevention of disease;
active sympathy for the sick and distressed; and proper notions
of ethical relations, is quite as necessary a part of the daily
program as exercises in cooking, darning, sewing, and em-
broidery. The aim of this course is such as to make inap-
propriate the use of the word “science” in denominating it; it
deals with the whole range of subjects constituting a knowledge
of home-making from a practical standpoint, and for that reason
it is called “housekeeping and household arts” rather than do-
mestic science. The sympathetic teacher takes as her basis the
conditions as they exist and endeavors to teach the girl how to
make the very best of those conditions without added expense to
the family, the conditions in many homes being such that only
with difficulty could additional equipment be provided.

The special work offered in this course consists of three years
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each in needlework, cooking and housekeeping, hygiene and home
sanitation, and ethics, the time allotted to these subjects being
in the ratio of four, three, one, and one. In addition to this, one
double period a week is given to freehand and decorative draw-
ing, and one period daily to grammar and composition, reading
and spelling, and arithmetic respectively. Under the subject of
needlework is included everything that a girl should know, not
only to keep down expense in the home but in order to enable
her during any spare moments she may have to be a revenue
producer. Plain sewing, darning, mending, garment making of
all sorts, embroidery, lace making, Irish crochet, and other simi-
lar fancy work are taught throughout the three years. The work
in cooking is peculiarly adapted so as to adjust itself to Philip-
pine food supply conditions, the materials and ingredients being
almost invariably such as are within the easy reach of a Phil-
ippine family of average circumstances. Even the equipment
in the school kitchen consists mainly of such simple utensils as
one is apt to find in the average Filipino home, and it must be
said in this connection that the Filipino is an expert in converting
such simple materials as coconut shells, fire clay, tin plate, bam-
boo, and coarse abaca cloth into very appropriate and useful
utensils for kitchen use. The instruction proceeds, for example,
upon the theory that if a coconut shell spoon or dipper, which
can easily be made by anyone, serves the purpose just as well as
a similar utensil made of enamel ware, there is no reason why
the expense of buying the latter should be incurred; that if food
can be properly prepared on a clay oven there is no reason why
the clay oven should not be used rather than to expect the family
to equip the kitchen with an expensive oil stove or wood or coal
burner. Much of the attention given to cooking is directed to-
ward the proper preparation of rice and corn, which will in all
probability continue to be, and should continue to be, the prin-
cipal cereal foods of the Filipinos for all time to come.

As to housekeeping, the following may be cited as some of the
many simple but useful things taught: removing stains, making
soap, uses of petroleum, bleaching, dyeing, cloth making. In the
work in hygiene and home sanitation particular emphasis is laid
upon such subjects as the cleanliness of the person, house and
premises; the prevention of disease; the ventilation of the house,
particularly the sleeping quarters; the effects of sunlight as a
disinfectant in the home and on the premises; the proper use of
ordinary disinfectants; the care of the sick; first aid to the in-
jured; treatment of colds; what to do in case of burns and faint-



118 THE PHILIPPINE CRAFTSMAN

ing fits; the necessity of keeping the premises rid of flies and
mosquitoes; the necessity of exercise; the care and feeding of
infants; and such topics in physiology as could not appropriately
be discussed in a mixed class.

The work in ethies involves instruction in the elementary
principles of character building, manners and right conduct in
the home, in school, and on all public occasions.

The course for business has the twofold purpose of fitting
young men and women for minor clerkships in government and
business offices and of giving appropriate training to such pupils
as may find it possible to engage in commercial undertakings for
themselves. This course is particularly well adapted to the needs
of any pupil who contemplates taking later on some one of the
courses offered in the Philippine School of Commerce or in any
business school of similar category. Owing to the intermediate
pupil’s comparatively imperfect knowledge of English, no at-
tempt is made to introduce stenography into this course.

The following table shows the distribution of intermediate
pupils of all three grades by courses at the close of the school
year 1911-12:

From this table, it will be noticed that almost half of all the
intermediate pupils in the Islands are enrolled in the special in-
dustrial courses. It should also be remembered in this connec-
tion that of the 13,824 pupils enrolled in the general course,
practically all of the boys are required to take three years of
two periods daily in industrial work (one year in basketry, bam-
boo and rattan, or handweaving; one in gardening; and one in
woodworking; or one year in gardening and two in woodwork-
ing, as the present requirements permit), while practically all
of the girls are given three years of two periods daily in house-
keeping and household arts. The only difference between the
special courses in farming, trades, and housekeeping on the orfe
hand and the special industrial work given in connection with
the general course on the other is that in the general course the
special work is more abbreviated—given in the “short form,”
so to speak.
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One of the few real difficulties encountered in putting these
special courses upon an entirely satisfactory footing is that of
appropriate textbooks. Even in the ordinary lines of Philippine
school work, the books appropriate for pupils in the States have
almost invariably been found inadequate and unsatisfactory.
For this reason, all the books now prescribed for primary grades,
and nearly all those prescribed for intermediate grades, have
been written especially for the Philippine schools. And for the
special intermediate courses, not only the textbooks used in the
States, but those appropriate for the general intermediate course
as well, fail to cover the ground which it is desired to cover.
The result is that the Bureau is confronted with the necessity
of making textbooks suitable to the needs of these special courses.

A considerable amount of effective work has already been done
along this line, but there is still much to be done. Bulletin
No. 32, Courses in Mechanical and Frehand Drawing, has been
published, the plan being such as to meet the needs of the pupils
of either the special trade course or the drawing classes in the
general course. Bulletin No. 35, Housekeeping and Household
Arts, has also been published. In its present form, this bulletin
serves as a manual for the teacher and is adequate only for classes
in housekeeping in the general course. In order that it may be
made appropriate for use as a textbook in the special course in
housekeeping, this manual will have to be expanded into some-
thing like three or four times its present content. The work of
expanding this manual into appropriate textbook form is already
under way. In lieu of a textbook in woodworking, the Bureau
has published in circular form appropriate outlines for this phase
of industrial work. The two most pressing needs in this connec-
tion at present are a textbook in physiology and hygiene ap-
propriate for the girls in the special course in housekeeping, and
one in agriculture for the boys in the special course in farming.
Another book that would come in handy would be something
along the lines of Philippine basketry, bamboo and rattan work,
and handweaving. However, it is anticipated that by means of
appropriate articles published in THE PHILIPPINE CRAFTSMAN,
these lines of industrial education may be satisfactorily handled.

Horace Mann said that when the teacher fails to meet the in-
tellectual needs of the pupil, it is a case of asking for bread and
receiving a stone; but that when he fails to meet the spiritual
needs of the pupil, it is a case of asking for fish and receiving a
serpent. The implantation in the Philippines of a system of
education that failed to meet the material needs of the people
would be a case of the blind leading the blind.



