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set that congress will do the islands no injustice.

Economic and social considerations should bring the Philip-
pines around to this view of their export commerce to the
United States. 1t will be most regrettable if they fail to
do so. They surely would do so, and that quickly, were
it not for the fact that opinion that finds expression
here is still predominantly that opinion only that is ex-
pressed by the man of landed wealth who is a dilettante in
the professions, politics included, who is kept by share rents
and is usually as indifferent as he is uninformed as to where,
beyond the merchant to whom he sells, his products go. It
is true that of late he is receiving some cnlightenment about
this, true that at last he is receptive to this enlightenment:
the hour of his response may be at hand.

Our climate, soil and varied rainfall make diversified in-
dustries possible; none should grow out of balance with the
others. The regulatory power of congress is not arbitrarily
against the islands’ welfare, it is beneficial to them. In-
dustries must have assurance as to the future. But the
accords, to be technically based, not partisanly, should not
confound cordage and oil with sugar. Oil particularly has
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conviction, and therefore can not refrain
from expressing it, that the trade relations
of the Philippines with the United States
are the most pressing mutual problem
between congress and the Philippine legis-
lature. More, they are the most pressing
problem pending between the American
people and these islands. The means of
solving them should be set up without
delay. While they remain unsolved and
nothing is done toward their solution, they
will remain entangled with the question of
the political future of the islands. We
contend that they should be set apart for
independent discussion. How far the Phil-
ippines could then make their rights hold
would depend upon the market in the
islands they offered American manufac-
tures in exchange for the free-entry Amer-
ican market for their products.

That might be quite far. No one can
tell. The question at issue, sugar, cordage
and coconut oil quantities, have not been
technically examined either here or in
Washington. Experts should be set to
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the technical men, whose findings might lead
to widening the Philippine market for Amer-
ican goods. This market might be extended,
by our banks and exporters who may be in-
terested, more widely through the orient—
Manila the base of distribution.

What is meant is, local capital con-
cerned in marketing Philippine products
in America might equally concern itself
with marketing American goods here and
throughout vearby countries—to the end
that its free-entry quotas bz as high as
possible and the trade between America
and the islands be fairly balanced.

SUBSIDIZE AVIATION

A local airtaxi company has bought its
fourth plane, a six-passenger affair able to
fly between Baguio and Manila in an hour.
Commercial aviation is desirable here and
deserves to be supported by mail subsidies.
Discretion to do this lies with the executive
department. Whenever a flight is to be
made with paying passengers, the govern-
ment ought to help the passengers, the
company and the public by sending along

examining them, to the end that congress
and the Philippine legislature have full
light on them. Brief laws, independent
of political laws, could put the findings into
effect. Faith should prevail from the out-

the letter mail and paying liberally for its
transportation—thus cutting down the cost
of the passengers’ tickets and giving the
company a chance to popularize its service
and eventually succeed‘fW.
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