Fr. Rudolf Rabmann, $.V.D,, talks with Mr. Maceda (hls student) about
the bow ond arrow obtained from northern Negros.

T 1S DIFFICULT to state the exact
number of Negritos in the Phil-
ippines. After a careful scruti-

ny of all available figures, Father
Paul Schebesta, S.V.D., estimates
that their lolal number is something
like 20,000 individuals,

Of these about 18,500 are found
in Luzon, which are approximately
divided as follows: in the moun-
tains of Zambales 6,000; in north-
ern Luzon 2,000; in eastern Luzon
8,000; in Bicol 2,500. The resl, about
1,500, live in the central Philippines
where they are scaltered over the
interior of Negros and Panay, and
over norlheastern Mindanao. There
is the question, furthermore, about
the percentage of the pure and mix-
ed blood among the Philippine Ne-
grifo populaiion.

Among the scholars deserving
special merit regarding the study
of the Aelas are Ferdinand Blumen-
ritt, W. A. Reed, H. Olley Be-
yer, Father Morice Vanoverbergh,
C.I.C.M., Robert F. Fox, and Father
Paul Schebesta.

When during the last decades
of the past cenlury ethnological
studies were given a special
impetus, it was Blumentrili, the
Ausirian  College Director and
greal friend of Rizal, who
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spread the knowledge of the Phil-
ippine Negritos in scientific circles
through the publication of daia ga-
thered from Spanish authors, espe-
cially missionaries (Blumentritt,
who never visited the Philippines,
published nearly two hundred and
fifty papers on Philippine ethnogra-
phy.) Reed studied mainly the
Negritos of Zambales. To Beyer
we owe the first complete statistics
about the different Aeta groups,
and he also went into the some-
what difficult problem of their ra-
cial characteristics. Father Vano-
verbergh explored in a careful field
work the Negritos of northern and
eastern Luzon, and Fex those liv-
ing on the western and northwest-
ern lower slopes of Mt Pinatubo in
Zambales. Father Schebesta spent
in 1938-39 about six months in the
Philippines. He worked during this
period among the Negritos of Zam-
bales and Bicol, and he alse made
briet tours 1o groups of eastern Lu-
zon, northern Negros, and Iloilo.
However, Father Schebesta’s spe-
cial merit consisls in the publica-
tion of his I(ruly comprehensive
three-volume work on the Negritos
of Asia (Die Negrito Osiens), ie.,
the Semang of the Malay penin-
sula, the Andamanese, and the
Aetas of the Philippines. The first
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volume and the firsl part of the
second volume have appeared to
date.

It is but natural that an institu-
tion like the University of San Car-
los takes a special interest in the
small contigents of Negritos in ils
vicinity: the Mamanuas of Surigao-
Agusan, the Aetas of Negros and
Atis of Panay. It was gratifying
that about nearly three years ago
a spark was kindled in the mind
of a student of the Graduate School
of the University of San Carlos. Mr.
Marceline N. Maceda, who is now
a Research Assistant of the Gradu-
ate School, proposed to write his
Master's thesis on the Mamanuas
of Northeastern Mindanao. Since
his bovyhood he had often seen
these dark-skinned people and they
had aroused his curiousity. Mr.
Maceda's field work for the gather-
ing of the material for his thesis
was followed by other scientitic
tours to Surigao-Agusan, Negros,
and Panay. These tours were
partly made by the writer and Mr.
Maceda in common, partly by the
latter alone. Valuable ethnographic
data about these small Aeta groups
have been gathered and they are
being prepared for publication. It
is true, the culture of the Visaya-
Aetas and the Mamanuas has, be-
cause of rather narrow contacts
with their Christiom and non-Chris-
tian neighbors, been more altered
than that of their congeners in Lu-
zon; but still, also these little rem-
nants of the Negrito race in the cen-
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he AETAS

tral Philippines are in many respects
heralds and living documents of a
remoie antiquity. From their be-
liefs and customs we can read off,
as from a historic source as it were,
elements that must have been part
of a very early human civilization.
It was for this reason that the late
Wilhelm Schmidt, S.V.D., the found-
er of the Anthropos (see Caroli-
nian Vol. XVII, No. 5, May 1954)
initialed, organized, and inspired

An indefatigable
flald worker.

Schebesta,

by Reo. Rudold Rahmann, S.UV.D.

tous importance in retracing man's
development. Take, ie., such facts
as the existence of monotheism,
monogamy, and private property
among these oldest living represen-
iatives of human-kind.

Father Schebesta wriles in the

Professor H. Otley Beyer, the mestor of Philippine ethnology counseling
Miss Groce Wood who did fleld work among the Tirurays In Mindanao.

an extensive field work among a
good number of the different pygmy
races of the world. These investi-
gations, largely carried out by com-
pelent missionaries, brought to
light facts that are of a momen-
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publication meniioned that field
work demands much severer phy-
sical hardships and privations in
the Malay peninsula than in the
Philippines. But, on the other hand,
the rewards are greater in the form-

er, because there investigations can
be made in regions that are racial-
ly and culturally uniform, whereas
in the Philippines the Negritos are
scattered among other population
groups, and are, consequently,
largely influenced by them. Thus
it has happened that whilst the ex-
istence of the Aetas has been
known for centuries before that of
the Semang, the latter have been
much more thoroughly studied by
now. Viewing the special siluation
of the Philippines Father Schebesta
is of the opinion that the Aetas can
be explored with full success only
by persons who are thoroughly ac-
quainted with land and people, and
who speak several native idioms.
These words of the experienced and
indefatigable field worker, words of
a priest-scholar who during the past
three decades repeatedly carried
out exemplary investigations among
the Pygmies of central Africa and
the Semang of the Malay peninsu-
la, should be a challenge 10 a
scholarly-minded young generation
ol the University of San Carlos. 2

Refuse to be ill. Never tell people
you are ill; never own it yourself. iliness
is one of those things which man should
resist on principle at the onset.

Bulwer-Lytton
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