
THE POPE SPEAKS 
in the Philippines

ADDRESS ON ARRIVAL AT THE MANILA AIRPORT

'May the peace of Christ come down and dwell here..

On November 27, 1970, His Holiness Pope Paul VI made history 
by being the first Pope ever to land on Philippine soil and visit the 
country for (hat matter. At the Manila International Airport where 
his special Alitalia jet landed, he gave this speech which was 
to be the first of a series to be given during his 3’day stay here.

Here we are in the Philippines, in this great land so dear to our 
heart. We greet it with great joy, in the name of the Lord, who 
sends us just as he sent Peter and the Apostles across the world. May 
the peace of Christ come down and dwell in it.

We offer our respectful greeting to you, Mister President, who 
have had the great courtesy to come and welcome us. We thank you 
in the name of the Lord. For us it is an honor and a pleasure to 
spend a few hours in the midst of the Filipino people, whose admirable 
hospitality is being shown to us from this very moment in such a 
cordial fashion.

We greet you, venerable brothers in the episcopate, and in particular 
sou who are the Cardinal of Manila, whose great diocese, so rich in 
history and virtues, offers a welcome at this first contact of a Pope 
with the Far East. We have come to bring you the assurance of our 
fraternal affection and to manifest our desire of communion with you 
in your pastoral responsibilities.
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To you, the people of the Philippines, who have gathered here in 
such great numbers to bring us the first homage of your generous 
hearts, we express cur affectionate greeting, our great joy at having 
been given the grace to come to you and our deep desire to proclaim 
cur attachment for your people who, in the course of history, have 
given proof in such a wonderful way of the depth of their faith-

We come here in obedience to our spiritual mission: we have come 
to take part in the deliberations of the Conference of the bishops of 
the whole Eastern Asia. We wish to seek together, in the spirit of the 
Second Vatican Council, how best to proclaim the Gospel to the men 
of this time and of this continent. We are seeking to make an eternal 
and universal message an answer to the questions asked by the man 
of today. The Gospel is for all men, the message of salvation.

We invoke upon you the abundance of divine grace. May God 
bless you and your good intentions, may he grant prosperity to the 
great nation of the Philippines.

TO THE MAYOR AND CITY OFFICIALS OF MANILA

'.. .public service... demands that, before all else, what is need­
ful should be done to ensure that every individual has what 
is indispensable for him to lead a human life."

At the door of the Manila Cathedral, Manila Mayor Antonio 
Villegas presented to His Holiness the symbolic key to the city. 
In response. Pope Paul was to have given the following address 
to him and the city officials. However, because of unforeseen 
changes in his schedule the speech was also omitted.

Your Honor,
Gentlemen,

We greet you and wish to say how happy we are to have the 
opportunity of meeting the administrative officials of the very great 
city of Manila. We wish likewise to express our special gratitude to
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you who have worked so successfully and effectively in organizing this 
visit. Through you we wish to thank also all the people of the capital 
for their demonstrations of enthusiasm, welcome and affection for our 
person.

Manila is famed throughout the world for the beauty of its position, 
and is no less famed for the richness of its history and for the vitality 
of its cultural activities. In it and about it a people has been formed, 
endowed with a great and attractive personality and witnessing a special 
civilization in which through the course of the centuries the most diverse 
influences have blended together.

The administration of so important a city as Manila is an almost 
superhuman task, and we are struck by the size and scale of the ques­
tions calling for your devotion and competence. Year after year, the 
flood of new arrivals, added to the rapid advance of the city’s own 
population, aggravates your problems of housing, food, employment, 
sanitation, health and education. The sad thing is that it is the poorest 
who are in the greatest need, and do not have the means of remedying it.

That is an indication of the great esteem we have for your functions 
and the fervor of our prayers to the Lord to sustain you in the carrying 
out of your duties, in order that, in spite of their complexity, the great 
virtues of every public service may be held in honor. And public ser­
vice, as you well know, demands that, before all else, the needful should 
be done to ensure that every individual has what is indispensable for 
him to lead a human life. This includes, above all, food, work, housing, 
and the recognition of each individual’s dignity. What a marvelous 
mission for one who makes it his life and remains faithful to his con­
science!

Our wish for the city of Manila is that its life, based on mutual 
understanding, will welcome the complementary differences of all its 
parts. We hope that a dynamic rivalry, however, for the progress and 
well-being of all, with every man treating others as he would like them 
to treat him (cf. Lk 6:51).

With these wishes, we invoke upon you and your families, on all 
your collaborators and on all the people of Manila abundant divine 
blessings.
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AT THE CATHEDRAL: BISHOPS, CLERGY, RELIGIOUS

"With fatherly affection we greet you, our brothers..."

Pope Paul Vi's first Holy Mass in the Philippines was celebrated 
at the Manila Cathedral where bishops, priests and religious had 
assembled. His Holiness spoke to them as follows:

Venerable brothers in the episcopate, 
Dear sons and daughters,

We have just arrived on Philippine soil, and we have wanted to 
make our first stop here in this Cathedral, to greet you. We thank 
you for your affectionate and cordial welcome. From the bottom of 
our heart we offer you the greeting exchanged by the followers of the 
same Jesus Christ. It is in his name that we have come among you: 
it is to glorify and thank him for the wonders accomplished in this 
part of Asia and in so 'many other countries of this great continent. 
It is in order that the Church may pursue with renewed zeal her work 
of salvation that we have desired to take part in the deliberations of 
this first general Conference of the bishops of Asia. To God through 
Jesus Christ be honor for ever and ever (cf- Rom 16:27).

Allow us, dear venerable brothers, to express all the esteem and 
respect that we have for you and for your heavy tasks. Vast distances 
often separate you from one another; immense populations demand 
your pastoral generosity. God grant that this fraternal meeting may 
strengthen you in the exercise of a divine gift bestowed on you — to 
watch over and serve the People of God, in power and love (cf. 2 
Tim 1:7).

You we greet with fatherly affection who are the members of the 
clergy, diocesan and missionary, and you who are Religious. You also 
are our brothers and sisters in the faith common to all of us; you are 
the special object of God’s goodness, which has given you the grace 
to serve in a special way the saving work of the Church.

A vocation to the priesthood or to the practice of the evangelical 
counsels is in fact a sign of great love by him who has chosen you 
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out from a large number and called you to share his friendship in a 
special way: “I shall not call you servants any more,” said Our 
Lord, “because a servant does not know his master’s business; I call 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything I have 
learnt from my Father” (Jn 15:15). May your hearts be ever filled 
with gratitude and joy for this precious gift of your vocation!

What a joy it is for the Pope to see you all gathered here in this 
sacred place of prayer. Our first wish is to render heartfelt homage 
to the generations of missionaries who, from the first beginnings, have 
built up this admirable Christian community of the Philippines, of which 
you, the priests and the Religious of this land, are the finest witness. 
Coming as you do from varying backgrounds, united in fraternal love 
in one faith and dedicated to the service of one and the same Master, 
you have answered love with love. One is not always able to give due 
recognition to the depth of your sacrifice and to the sometimes heroic 
perseverance which you must have to live out your lives in the service 
of others, and most often of the poorest. Nor is it easy to appreciate 
fully the deep meaning of your lives, for they are not motivated by­
human interest, but illuminated by faith. “It is not everyone who can 
accept what I have said, but only those to whom it is granted” (Mt 
19:11), as Our Lord likewise tells us.

We willingly affirm aloud that the priesthood and the religious 
life are the best signs of the vitality of a Christian community, and 
its finest treasure; they are the very expression of the life and holiness 
of the Church (cf. Lumen Gentium, 44).

The task which is yours is often exacting. Even though the world 
to which you devote yourselves manifests a surprising richness of 
natural virtues and a remarkable religious spirit, it demands your time, 
your skill and your heart, without allowing you rest. “The harvest 
is rich but the laborers are few” (Mt 9:37 and Lk 10:2). New 
situations are arising, particularly with the development of towns, the 
increasing proportion of young people and the influence of social com­
munications- All these demand that you give your attention to new 
social groups, adopting certain pastoral and teaching methods. 
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Providentially, the universal Church has the benefit at this time of the 
rich doctrinal and pastoral documents of the Second Vatican Council. 
We urge you to draw from them the inspiration for your undertakings, 
in close communion with your bishops and superiors.

Take courage, dear sons and daughters. It is the Lord who has 
called you and who sends you out. It is his work that you are doing: 
“We are God’s fellow workers” (cf. 2 Cor 6:1) you can say with 
Saint Paul. Therefore be faithful to Jesus Christ. Nourish your gift 
of self at the inexhaustible fount which is the Eucharist. The more 
fervent your union with Christ, the richer will be the life of the Church 
and the more fruitful its apostolate (cf. Perfectae Caritatis, 1). Have 
a solid devotion to the Mother of God, who is so honored in your 
land.

As a pledge of our fatherly affection and our encouragement, we 
give you with all our heart our Apostolic Blessing.

GREETING TO THE CROWD AT THE LUNETA

'To all of you... we address our affectionate greeting..."

Alter the Mass at the Manila Cathedral, Pope Paul VI was sche­
duled to address a big crowd gathered at the Luneta alter which 
he would impart a special apostolic blessing. However, due to 
lack ol time, the plan was abandoned. Here is a copy oi the 
prepared speech.

It is with great emotion that we view the spectacle of the crowd 
gathered here to greet our lowly person, the Vicar of Jesus Christ. 
Your joy and your gratitude are ours too, dear sons and daughters 
of the Philippines. What a proof your welcome gives of your great 
hospitality!

To all of you here present we address our affectionate greeting, 
a greeting which rises from the heart of one who is the Father of all
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the faithful. Through you we greet all those — and they are the 
majority — who were not able to come to meet us. May our most 
affectionate greeting go to the students, the country people, the workers, 
the mothers of families, the sick and the poor. Let them know the 
special place that they hold in the heart of the Pope, for they too are 
representatives of Jesus Christ in our midst.

We have great joy in greeting the youth of the Philippines, who 
are present here in such large numbers. They are already the great 
strength of this country. May God uphold their rightful aspirations 
and inspire them to contribute to building a happy society in justice 
and brotherhood.

Dear sons and daughters of the Philippines, your reputation has 
gone not only beyond your innumerable islands, but even beyond the 
great frontiers of Asia to reach the entire world. We thank God for 
your religious spirit and for your attachment to the Catholic religion. 
We pray to him to make your faith ever more active in all aspects of 
your life. Asia is so rich in virtues, individual and family ones, and 
in traditions and dynamism; within it the Christian life should also find 
expression in a resolute commitment to serve mankind, the whole man 
and every man.

Our journey is placed under the standard of the mission by which 
|esus Christ sent his apostles to proclaim his message to the world. 
We have ccme to meet those in positions of responsibility within the 
Catholic Church in the Philippines and the' bishops who are the dele­
gates from all the Far East; our aim is to seek together the best ways 
of communicating the Gospel, the good news of salvation, to this part 
of the world, while respecting the values that belong to each people. 
We ask you for your prayers for the happy conclusion of this meeting.

May the blessing of Almighty God ccme down upon you and your 
families. May it sustain your efforts and hopes. May it win for you 
peace in fraternal understanding. May it be for the entire Republic 
of the Philippines a pledge of spiritual, moral and social progress.
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SPEECH TO THE PRESIDENT

"The Church holds in great esteem the servants of the public good 
•who ensure its tasks for the service of all."

At 5:00 p.m. on November 27, 1970, His Holiness called on President 
Ferdinand E. Marcos in Malacanang. During his brief visit there, 
he addressed the president thus:

Mister President,

We are happy to present our respectful greeting to Your 
Excellency as head and highest representative of the great nation of 
the Philippines. We wish likewise to thank you for the remarkable 
welcome which we received on arriving on your soil- Your offer to 
give us hospitality in your residence was deeply appreciated, but our 
practice obliges us to stay at the Apostolic Nunciature. We feel, 
nevertheless, that we are fully the guest of the Filipino people, and so 
your guest. Thank you again.

We have been informed of the lofty and upright intentions which 
have inspired and still inspire the policies of your Government. We 
are certain that this cordial meeting between the humble successor, of 
Peter and the holder of the highest office among the dear Filipino 
people — the only people in the Far East that is Christian in the 
greater part — will likewise be an effective spur for a new and more 
vigorous effort in favor of men. We are thinking of an effort to be 
made through a more equitable distribution of the riches of this coun­
try which has been blessed by God, a real and integral development 
of individuals and communities, a human advancement — especially of 
the most needy classes — a deeper awareness at all levels, not only of 
one’s rights, but still more and above all of one’s duties towards other 
men, other fellow human beings, and towards the whole community.

The object of our visit to Manila is of the spiritual order; it has 
an apostolic character. Great would be our joy if by our visit the 
Catholic people were made firm in their faith and in the sincere and 
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coherent expression of it. Great would it be if they were spurred on 
to seek a happy blending of their religious heritage with the new needs 
of the modem world. We would like to see strengthened their readi­
ness to live in good understanding with all, to promote social develop­
ment in the name of the charity of Christ whose witnesses they are, 
to prize the civic qualities of integrity, disinterestedness and equal 
service of all. These qualities are the basis of the prosperity of great, 
free and united peoples.

To your illustrious collaborators we likewise present our respectful 
greeting and the assurance of our esteem for the greatness of their 
functions. The Church holds in great esteem the servants of the pub­
lic good who ensure its tasks for the service of all. By according 
recognition and respect to the rights of persons, families and groups, 
and by their care for fairness and for economic and social progress, 
they do honor to Christianity,, from which these virtues derive (cf. Rom 
13:7).

May God bless yourselves and your families. May he reward your 
devotedness and your admirable hospitality with his abundant graces.

TO THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS

"Be peacemakers among the nations..."

Returning to the Apostolic Nunciature in Taft Avenue alter his visit 
to Malacanang, Pope Paul VI met with the different members of 
the diplomatic corps in the evening of the same day. On the 
occasion, this message was delivered to the assembly of ambas­
sadors and consuls.

Gentlemen,

As we come to this part of the world to meet the Catholic bishops 
of Asia, we have the pleasure in taking this occasion to present our good 
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wishes for the prosperity of the peoples whom you represent. Many 
of them maintain most cordial relations with the Holy See.

It is in fulfillment of our spiritual mission that we have undertaken 
this long journey, which is to bring us to various centres of the immense 
continent of Asia, as well as to Australia, where we are to meet the 
Catholic hierarchy of the continent. Although our journey has therefore 
no political character, we still have the greatest joy in greeting the people 
of the various countries through which we are passing, and in giving 
them assurance of the Catholic Church’s affection and wish to serve them, 
as well as the deep esteem she has for the nobility of their cultural and 
religious traditions.

In the very line of our pastoral responsibility, we hope that our 
journey will also be seen as a sign of peace and social progress, which 
we have set up as important aims of our pontificate. It is our constant 
prayer that the hearts of all men, irrespective of their social position, but 
especially those in positions of responsibility, may be open to sentiments 
of peace, solidarity, social justice and service to the common good. 
Development is the great challenge of this decade. It is our generation 
that is called upon and must give the response. We shall be judged 
by the generosity of our commitment.

You, gentlemen, have the great mission of being men of dialogue. 
Be peacemakers among the nations, for peace is the first of blessings: 
it is the condition for other blessings and at the same time their perfect­
ion. Be also before your Governments advocates, in the name of our 
universal brotherhood, of international aid for less favored peoples. 
“World unity, ever more effective”, we said in our encyclical “Populo- 
rum Progressio” (65), “should allow all peoples to become artisans of 
their own destiny. .. The younger or weaker nations ask to assume 
their active part in the construction of a better world, one which shows 
deeper respect for the rights and the vocation of the individual. This 
is a legitimate appeal; everyone should hear it and respond to it.” In 
so doing, you will have deserved the gratitude of mankind, and God 
will bless you- With all our heart we invoke his divine assistance on 
yourselves, your families, your countries and your efforts.
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AT THE UNIVERSITY OF STO. TOMAS

".. .a great responsibility is yours and what a valuable contribution 
you make to the march of mankind..."

On the morning of November 28, 1970 Pope Paul addressed a 
mammoth rally of 500,000 at the parade grounds of the Pontilical 
and Royal University of Sto. Tomas. This is his message to the 
students of the land.

In you we greet the university world of the Philippines. We wish 
to express first of all our great esteem for the Pontifical University of 
Santo Tomas which has welcomed us today. It is a university which is 
one of the most renowned for the richness of its history, one of the 
most important in number of students and one of the most well-known 
for the care it devotes to education of high quality.

To you, Professors, we express our greetings and the respect which 
is due to men of learning and to educators. Arc you not involved 
in that search for truth which is so important for man? We are well 
aware that it takes a great deal of wisdom to distinguish the different 
ways whereby one pursues the search for total truth. There is the way — 
to put it in a word — of human reasoning! it is the way of science, 
which enjoys the freedom and autonomy of natural thought. There 
is likewise the way of faith; it is the gift of the Spirit’s illumination 
and our soul’s response to God’s revealing Word. The distinction and 
the synthesis demand a sensitive operation, but one that is also possible, 
magnificent and vital. And then it calls for a certain courage to state 
and defend the whole truth. May Christ be your model, he who gave 
his life in witness to the truth (cf. Jn. 18:37). All progress towards 
truth redounds to the glory of God. Does it not also lead to the en­
counter with him who above all others is the Teacher and whose word 
frees from error and lies? (cf. Mt. 23:8; Jn. 8:32). In pursuing 
your task vou respond to the expectations of your brothers.

What a great responsibility is yours, and what a valuable contribu­
tion you make to the march of mankind which, through its laborious 
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quest of an earthly city ruled by justice and freedom, goes in search of 
him who called himself “the way, the truth and the life” (Jn. 14:6).

Dear students, we great you with the deepest loving interest and 
with all our paternal affection. Today is your hour. You are the ad­
vancing vanguard of your country. Your responsibility as intellectuals 
is supreme for the future of your nation. We understand your aspira­
tion to involve yourselves more actively in the life of your people. We 
know that your dynamism, hand in hand with your special sensitivity, 
has helped your elders to gain a better grasp of the problems that must 
be solved.

The youth of the Philippines, like that of all Asia, is on the march. 
Allow us in this regard to ask some questions: Do you know in which 
direction to go? Have you a clear picture of the goals you are aiming 
at? Are you dedicated to the search for true values? Docs your wish 
to serve your brothers manifest itself in practical choices that prepare you 
to promote effectively the.-progress of the many? Are you convinced 
that one can only be truly free to the extent that one is responsible?

Your age is an age of criticism — and criticism can be very useful 
to society, which always falls short of perfection. Your age is also an 
age of generous self-giving, and this the Filipino people expect of you. 
What is asked of you is a balanced harmony of these two attitudes. 
Your considerable numbers in the universities speak for your intelligence 
and your thirst for culture; they also at the same time create obligations 
of a seriousness rarely to be found in history. The Church wishes to 
help you to reply to these vital questions, for your own sake and for 
that of your brothers- She has received the mission to spread throughout 
the world the Gospel of salvation. This message, which comes to us 
from God, is the supreme answer to man’s aspirations for total self­
realization. But who will believe this Gospel, unless it is brought by 
convinced witnesses? Who will accept its liberating power if its heralds 
are not themselves liberated from self-interest, lies, from the spirit of 
division, from sin in all its forms?

Dear students, this Gospel is yours; will you be its bearers along with 
your religious leaders, your teachers, with all committed Christians, so 



THE POPE SPEAKS IN THE PHILIPPINES 15

that you may build on this earth the society of brotherhood for which 
the world justly yearns?

This is our message: God is light (1 Jn 1:5), Jesus Christ is the 
“light of the world”; he who follows him will not walk in darkness (cf. 
Jn 8:12).

May God bless you, may he enlighten your minds and enable you 
to discover truth; may he inflame your hearts for the practice of love.

MANILA: TO THE BISHOPS
",. .let us make ... as our guide the teaching of the recent Ecumen­

ical Council..."

After addressing the youth at the UST parade grounds His Holiness 
proceeded to the Medicine building where the various bishops of 
Asia were assembled in session for the Pan-Asian Bishops Con­
ference. Shortly before the end of his more than 3 hours stay there, 
he gave them this message.

Venerable Brothers: Bishops of the Philippines, Bishops of Asia- 
Greetings to you all in Christ our Lord. Greetings to you, Cardinal 
Rufino Santos, Archbishop of this Church of Manila, host to this 
extraordinary assembly. To each of you, brothers, our greeting of 
faith and love. For your Churches, your cduntries, our good wishes 
full of respect, friendship and peace.

Here we are together at last. This meeting makes us very happy. 
It is something new, but it corresponds to the profound nature of the 
Church. The Church has always been the same; it is the family of 
those who believe in Christ, “composed of every nation under heaven” 
(Acts 2:5). The scene at Pentecost comes to mind and from our 
hearts there arises and finds expression on our lips the invocation to 
the Holy Spirit; .Veni Sancti Spiritus. To savor this moment with 
vou, a moment that seems to us historic and full of mystery, we have 
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made the long journey from Rome to Manila. We have come to meet 
you, dear brothers, to know you better, to pay honor to this assembly 
of yours, to encourage your work, to sustain your resolves. You are 
the reason for our presence here today and at this moment the sub­
ject of our words. On this our visit to your vast continent, you are, 
moreover, the prime object of our love.

Even more worthy of our immediate attention than the novelty 
and singularity of this meeting are, it seems to us, the theological 
meaning that it manifests and the mystery that it makes present: Christ 
is here. He is here through the reality, ever repeated: gathering in 
His name (Mt. 18:20). He is here through the faith that makes Him 
live in each one of us (Eph. 3:17). He is here also through the 
coming of our humble person, to whom, as a lowly successor of Peter, 
is applied in a very special way the title of Vicar of Christ- And 
Christ our Lord is here through the apostolic ministry entrusted to 
each of us (cf. Lumen Gentium 21), and through the collegial rela­
tionship that joins us together (Ibid. 22). We, the successors of the 
Apostles and the pastors of the Church of God, are invested with the 
power not only of representing Christ, but also of making present on 
earth and in time his voice (Lk 10:16) and his saving action (Mt 
28:19). Christ is here.

Let us take notice of this mysterious reality, with an act of faith 
both conscious and strong. It is true: we firmly believe that the Lord’s 
promise, “Behold, I am with you always, to the close of the age” 
(Mt. 28:20), is fulfilled now, at this moment of history, in a singular 
and marvelous way. Christ is with us.

How is this promise fulfilled at this moment? It is fulfilled in 
the countenance of the Church, herself the “Sign and sacrament” of 
Christ (cf. Lumen Gentium 1; De Lubac, Meditation sur I’Eglise, 
157 ff.). This countenance seems here to reflect with brilliant clarity 
the characteristic marks of the Church: one, holy, catholic and apos­
tolic. This last mark, apostolicity, concerns us now in a particular 
way. Let us think about it for a moment.

All of us meeting here are successors of the Apostles. We have 
received from Christ Himself the mandate, the power, His Spirit to 
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carry on and to spread His mission. We are the heirs of the Apostles; 
we are Christ working in history and the world; we are the ministers 
of his pastoral government of the Church; we are the institutional organ, 
entrusted with dispensing the mysteries of God (cf. 1 Cor 4:1; 2 Cor 
6:4; Lumen Gentium 20)-

You know that the Council has clearly proclaimed this doctrine, 
which forms part of the divine and unchanging constitution of the 
Church. You know too that there have sprung up many discussions 
about this doctrine; not all of them are useful for confirming and ex­
pounding it, as thev should, but sometimes indeed more apt to confuse 
the doctrine and weaken it. This seems to us a suitable occasion for 
restating our firm support of the doctrine of the apostolic nature of 
the Church. We must realize that this doctrine establishes the per­
manence and the authenticity of the foundation of the Church by Christ; 
it marks the boundaries of ecclesial communion (cf. Lk 10:16, 11:23; 
Unitatis Redintegratio, 2); it qualifies our persons with a sacramental 
character for the ministrv that is entrusted to us; it makes us members 
of a single Apostolic College, under the leadership of Peter, establish­
ing between us bonds of unity, love, peace, solidarity and collaboration; 
it vindicates the importance and the fidelity of tradition. Besides this 
it demonstrates the present vitality and ever renewed youth of the Church; 
it explains its organic hierarchy and the vital capacity of the Mystical 
Bodv to function; it safeguards the existence and the exercise of the 
ministerial powers proper to the Christian priesthood, which shares in 
the single priesthood of Christ; it is the prime source, authorized and 
responsible, of missionary activity (cf. Journet, I’Eglise du Verbe 
Income II, 1208, 2). The fact that it derives its authority not from 
“below” but from Christ does not mean that it sets up a privileged 
caste, but rather it makes of the Episcopate an organ for the benefit 
and service of all the individual churches, and of the entire Catholic 
Church, one which works from love, to the very point of sacrifice (cf. 
Christus Dominus, 6).

We remind you of all this, brothers, that your confidence may 
be great in Christ’s assistance for you and your labors, for your suf- 

rings and your hopes. You must be aware of your vocation, the 
fact of your having been chosen and of your responsibility. You 
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must ever hear re-echoing in the depths of your souk the words of 
Saint Paul: “Be on your guard for yourselves and for all the flock 
of which the Holy Spirit has made you the overseers, to feed the 
Church of God which he bought with his own blood” (Acts 20:28). 
Be strong, be patient. You have before you an immense field for your 
apostolate; its very geographical vastness and the enormous multitudes 
that inhabit it would suffice to fire your apostolic zeal.

Here we should cast our glance over that human panorama in 
which your ministry must be exercised, although we know that you 
have already had experience in theory and in practice.

You have before you an immense field for your apostolate- It 
is difficult to speak of Asia as a whole since more than half of man­
kind lives here. One can however point to a certain network of common 
interests, a certain identity in the way of looking at life and a certain 
harmony of aspirations. Young in its peoples but rich in civilizations 
often thousands of years old, Asia is impelled as by an irresistible desire 
to occupy her rightful place in the world, and her influence is effectively 
increasing. The attraction to change and the desire for progress are 
present everywhere, and we see in them a fresh chance for the man of 
today.

It is certainly true that — except for certain regions such as the 
Philippines — the Church, in spite of a history which is already long, 
is represented in Asia only by small minorities. Yet who can say how 
much heroic devotion, as well as faith in the men of Asia, has guided 
from the first beginnings the destiny of the missions of this continent? 
Who could ever fully describe the journeyings — often, even up to 
our own times, painful and tragic — of a missionary apostolate upheld 
by only one support, that coming from on high! Therefore our hope 
is great, based as it is upon the command of the Lord to go to all 
nations, and upon his promises conveyed in the parables of the mustard 
seed and the leaven in the dough (Lk 13:18-20).

We shall limit ourself to indicating a few points which seem to 
us to be of capital importance for your present mission. Nothing 
of what we say is new to you; but we hope that you will take comfort 
in hearing your thoughts and intentions confirmed by our words.
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The first thing that we would propose to you is this: let us make 
effort to take as our guide the teaching of the recent Ecumenical 
Council. This teaching sums up and ratifies the heritage of Catholic 
traditions and opens the way for a renewal of the Church according 
to the needs and possibilities of modern times. This adherence to the 
teachings of the Council can establish a wonderful harmony throughout 
the Church, and this harmony can enhance the effectiveness of our 
pastoral activity and preserve us from the errors and weaknesses of 
the present time. This is especially true in one particular field, the 
field of faith. It seems to us that the defence and the spreading of 
the faith must take first place in our spiritual expression, and that it 
must be the prime object of our pastoral care. We bishops are the 
teachers of the faith. We are the preachers, the promoters of instruc­
tion in the faith. This is our main task and commitment. From this 
duty flows everything that we do to encourage study of the faith, 
catechesis, knowledge and meditation of the Word of God, Catholic 
teaching and Catholic schools, our press, the use of social communica­
tions and ecumenical dialogue- We cannot keep silent. We must not 
lose the truth and unity of the faith. We must strive to make the 
faith the fundamental driving principle of the Christian life of our 
communities.

To this plea for the affirmation and the orthodoxy of the faith 
pennit us to add a plea for prayer. In our day we are witnessing the 
decline of prayer, and you know the causes of this. Yet in favour of 
prayer we have two great — though different — resources: the first is 
the liturgical refcnn promoted by the recent Council. The Council 
has not only renewed the outward form of ritual, always according to 
certain traditional norms, but it has also given fresh life to the sour­
ces — doctrinal, sacramental, communal and pastoral — of the Church’s 
prayer. We must take advantage of this providential teaching, if we 
wish prayer always to be the living and sincere expression of the faithful 
and always to retain in the Church a place of honor among religious 
values. The second resource of prayer is the natural inclination of the 
Asiatic spirit. We must honor and cultivate this deep and innate 
religious sense, which is the hallmark of the soul of the Eastern world. 
We must defend the spirituality proper to these peoples and ensure 
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that their contact with materialistic modern secular civilization does not 
suffocate the inner aspirations of this spirituality. We are certain that 
the Church possesses the secret of true conversation with God; and 
you have the duty of opening the hearts of your people to the mys­
terious and true Word of God and to the intense filial expression of 
religious dialogue to which Christ authorized us and which the Spirit 
gives us the power to direct to the heavenly Father.

In this regard there arises another fundamental point, which con­
cerns not only the language of prayer and religious instruction but the 
genius and style of evangelization which, as the Council says, must 
“be adapted to the particular way of thinking and acting” of the 
peoples to which it is directed (cf. Ad Genies, 16-18, etc.).

If, in the past, an insufficient knowledge of the hidden riches of 
the various civilizations hindered the spread of the Gospel message and 
gave the Church a certain foreign aspect, it is for you to show that 
the salvation brought by*Jesus  Christ is offered to all, without distinc­
tion of condition, without any privileged link with one race, continent 
or civilization. Far from wishing to stifle “the seeds of good in men’s 
hearts and minds or in their own rites and culture”, the Gospel heals, 
raises and perfects them for the glory of God (cf. Lumen Gentium, 
17; Ad Genies, 22). Just as Jesus Christ shared the condition of 
these who were His own, so the man of Asia can be a Catholic and 
remain fully Asian- As we declared a year ago in Africa, if the Church 
must above all be Catholic, a pluralism is legitimate and even desirable 
in the manner of professing one common faith in the one same Jesus 
Christ.

And this, brothers, is also the foundation of your particular res­
ponsibility as you continue to proclaim Jesus Christ to the men of 
Asia. None better than an Asian can speak to an Asian. None bet­
ter that he should know how to draw from the treasures of your rich 
cultures the elements for the building up in Asia of a Church which 
will be one and Catholic, founded upon the Apostles and yet different 
in its life styles. Should we not note, to the praise of your peoples 
and for the strengthening of your pastoral activity, the natural dis­
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position of the peoples of the East for his religious mystery, which 
seems a prophetic sign of their call to Christian revelation?

Your individual churches would certainly lack an essential aspect 
of maturity if missionary vocations did not develop within them. It 
is for the bishops of Asia, for their priests, their religious brothers and 
sisters and their lay people engaged in the apostolate to be the first 
apostles of their Asian brothers, with the cooperation of missionaries 
from abroad, whose merits are so great, and whose efforts — God grant 
— wilt continue and grow, in the name of the unchangeable solidarity 
that is the duty of the whole Church in this sphere.

One of the aspects of the present adaptation of missionary activity, 
which we stressed in our last Message for Mission Sunday, is the 
importance it accords to the action of development. Is not the Gospel, 
which is the good news preached to the poor (Lk 4:18), the source 
of development? The Church, conscious of human aspirations towards 
dignity and well-being, pained by the unjust inequalities which still 
exist and often become more acute between nations and within nations, 
while respecting the competence of States, must offer her assistance 
for prompting “a fuller humanism”, that is to say “the full develop­
ment of the whole man and of every man” (Populorum Progressio, 
42). It is a logical consequence of our Christian faith. The hierarchy 
of the Philippines recalled it quite recently: “Christianity and democ­
racy have one basic principle in common: the respect for the dignity 
and value of the human person, the respect of those means which 
man requires to make himself fully human” (9 July, 1970). It is in 
the name of this principle that the Church must support as best she 
can the struggle against ignorance, hunger, disease and social insecu­
rity. Taking her place in the vanguard of social action, she must bend 
all her efforts to support, encourage and push forward initiative work­
ing for the full promotion of man. Since she is the witness of human 
conscience and of divine love for men, she must take up the defense 
of the poor and the weak against every form of social injustice.

We know that much has been done by you in this regard, on the 
level both of study and action. We are convinced that in this way
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day you feel that you are weak secular man, if ever some day you are 
tempted to abandon the sacred commitment of your priesthood, remem­
ber that you are “through him, with him, and in him;” each one of you 
is “another Christ.”

The second order of relationships linking you from now on to the 
Church is that with your bishop or superior, with the People of God, 
with persons, and also with the world. The priest is no longer for him­
self; he is for the ministry of Christ’s Mystical Body. He is a servant, 
an instrument of the Word and grace- The proclamation of the Gospel, 
the celebration of the Eucharist, the remission of sins, the exercise of 
pastoral activity, the life of faith and worship and the radiation of charity 
and holiness are his duty, a duty that reaches the point of self-sacrifice, 
of the cross, as for Jesus. It is a very heavy burden. But Jesus bears it 
with his chosen one and makes him feel the truth of his words: “my 
yoke is easy and my burden light” (Mt 11:30). For, as Saint Augus­
tine teaches us, “my weight is love” (Confession 13:9). When love 
of Christ becomes the single supreme principle of the life of a priest, 
it makes all easy, all possible, all happy.

Wc would like the awareness of being thus destined as a pastor to 
serve your neighbor never to be extinguished within you; we would like 
it to make you always sensitive to the ills, the needs and the sufferings 
which surround the life of a priest. All classes of people seem to 
stretch out their hands to him and ask for his understanding, his com­
passion and his assistance; children, young people, the poor, the sick 
those who hunger for bread and for justice, the unfortunate, the sinners 
— all have need of the help of the priest. Never say that your lives 
are irrelevant and useless. “Who is weak,” says Saint Paul, “and I am 
not weak?” (2 Cor 11:29). If you have this sensitivity to the physical, 
moral and social deficiencies of mankind, you will also find in your­
selves another sensitivity, that to the potential good which is always to 
be found in every human being; for a priest, every life is worthy of 
love. This two fold sensitivity, to evil and to good in man, is the beating 
of Christ’s heart in that of the faithful priest. It is net without semething 
of the miraculous, a miracle that is psychological, moral and, if you 
like, mystical, while at the same time being very much a social one. 
It is a miracle of charity in the heart of a priest.
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You will experience it. That is our wish for you on the day of 
your ordination to the priesthood. And with our wish goes our Apos­
tolic Blessing-

(2)

And you, dear children making your first Communion today, what 
shall we say to you?

The most beautiful thing to say is this: stay always, for all your 
lives, as you are today: good, religious, innocent, and friends of Jesus 
who is now coming into your hearts. Maybe you know that Jesus had 
a very special love fcr children, and that he said to everyone: “Unless you 
become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” 
(Mt 18:3), that is to say, unless you are like children you will never be 
real Christians and go to heaven. We must always be like little children. 
But what can we do? We grow up, and life changes.

But let one thing never change for you, dear children: always re­
member this day, and promise Jesus that you will always be his friends, 
with humility, simplicity and trust. His friends, even when you are 
grown up; always friends of Jesus. Will you promise that? Will you 
see that Jesus will accept your promise, and will always be your friend, 
for ever.

We will pray to him together that it may be so. With our affect­
ionate blessing.

A GREETING FOR THE DELEGATION FROM CEBU

’ The message we give you... is the very one Jesus Christ gave 
to his apostles... 'Love one another'..."

On the afternoon of November 28, 1970, Pope Paul VI met a dele­
gation from Cebu headed by Julio Cardinal Rosales. He greeted 
them with the following message.

In spite of our great desire, it was not possible for us to accept 
the pressing invitation which your Cardinal extended to us in your 
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name. We do have, however, the pleasure of meeting here a delega­
tion from your island, and it is with particular affection that we greet 
you. We thank Cardinal Rosales and all who made it possible for 
you to come here to Manila.

Tell your fellow-citizens that the Pope loves them, that he gives 
his blessing to the clergy, the religious, the laity — to all the families 
and to all the people of the island. The message we give you for 
them is the very one Jesus Christ gave to his apostles before He left 
them: “Love one another.” That is the sign by which to tell the 
true disciples of the one who came to save all men of every race and 
and language and country (cf. Jn 13:34-35).

With deep sentiments of fatherly affection in our heart we bestow 
on you our Apostolic Blessing.

GREETING TO THE VIETNAMESE

"We urge... honest and sincere negotiation

After taking part in a three-hour session of the Pan-Asian Bishops 
Conference, the Holy Father met a delegation of about 150 South 
Vietnamese at the Nunciature where he delivered this message 
— November 28, 1970.

Venerable brothers,

Dear sons and daughters, and dear friends from Vietnam,

At the Vatican we have often welcomed groups of your fellow coun­
trymen. Today we have opportunity of coming personally to the Far 
East and of meeting numerous distinguished representatives of Vietnam. 
We welcome you with joy, and we particularly desire to assure you of 
our fatherly affection for yourselves and for your beloved homeland, 
which we would like to consider as present here before us at this mo­
ment in its entirety.
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It is many years now since your country has known the benefits 
of peace. Rest assured that we share the sorrows, as also the hopes 
and aspirations of the Vietnamese. Like everyone else, they want to 
live in peace, concord and tranquillity, and peace is the necessary con­
dition for that normal social and economic development to which all 
the people of the world have a right. Unfortunately, it must be said 
that for all too long they have been deprived of these benefits. Let 
us tell you first of all how we admire the patience, perseverance and 
fortitude of the Vietnamese. Without letting themselves be cast down 
on the one hand by the acts of war, which alas still continue in these 
recent days, nor on the other hand allowing themselves to be discour­
aged by the acts of terrorism which this interminable war brings in its 
wake, they are rebuilding, binding up their wounds and preparing a 
bright tomorrow for their sons and daughters.

Let them continue to keep their eyes fixed on the happy future 
that must be ensured for Vietnam. Let them ever keep in sight the 
common good of their country. Today their homeland is in the midst 
of trials, but tomorrow, thanks to the united and energetic efforts of 
all concerned, it will, we are sure, know better days.

Let them have above all else this concern for the common good. 
Those who give really useful service to their country are the ones who 
make their contribution of moral integrity, of a sense of responsibility 
and of solid cultural and professional preparation. And at this moment 
especially, perhaps the most necessary contribution is that which is made 
in the social fields, in all that can and ought to be done on behalf of 
those most in need. Those who courageously put aside all individual­
ism which might harm the good of the community in this field are 
thereby working effectively for the coming of that peace which is desired.

Today’s meeting offers us the opportunity to renew our pressing 
appeal to all those in positions of responsibility. May they strive above 
all to avoid any action that could be harmful to the climate of under­
standing so necessary for the success of the current talks. May the 
spectacle of so much suffering and the tears of so many innocent vic­
tims constantly stimulate them to overcome difficulties and obstacles 
and to work for the coming of peace.
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By working for peace in Vietnam, they are by that very fact work­
ing for world peace and for the well-being of all mankind, whose only 
hope lies in peace and brotherhood.

May God bless these efforts, dear sons and daughters and friends, 
and may he bless you and your families. We beg this of him with 
all our heart as we impart to you all our apostolic blessing.

GREETING TO THE DELEGATION FROM FORMOSA
"..we express ...our good wishes that your country may know 

concord and prosperity..."

This message prepared for a delegation from Formosa io be led 
by Cardinal Yu Pin scheduled likewise for the afternoon of Novem­
ber 28, 1970 was not delivered since the planned audience never 
took place.

Dear friends, dear sons Sfid daughters,
As we come to greet your delegation, we cannot conceal our ad­

miration for the spontaneous gesture which has brought you from so 
far away to meet the humble leader of the Catholic Church. You 
have wished that your group should faithfully reflect the population 
of Formosa, since representatives of its great religious bodies are in­
cluded in your delegation. We greet you with great joy and we express 
to you our good wishes that your country may know concord and 
prosperity, under the protection of Almighty God. We have come to 
Eastern Asia as the bearer of an essentially spiritual message; our de­
sire is that God may better be known and better loved, for in this 
lies the source of the happiness of mankind.

To our Catholic sons and daughters, grouped about our dear 
brother Cardinal Yu Pin and our brothers, the bishops of your dio­
ceses, we wish to offer our encouragement to lead a life worthy of the 
vocation to which they have been called (cf. Eph 4:1), in all things 
bearing witness to their faith, their hope and their love.

With all our heart we bestow our Apostolic blessing on you and 
on all those whom you represent.
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ADDRESS TO PAPAL REPRESENTATIVES

"...the role of Nuncios is also developing"

On returning to the Nunciature after the Ordination ceremonies at 
the Rizal Park on the 28th of November, the Pope met the various 
Nuncios and Papal representatives and gave this address.

We wish to express our happiness at being for a few brief moments 
among you, our very close and faithful collaborators. We offer you 
our lively thanks for the care with which you have cooperated in the 
success of this meeting of the Episcopal Conferences of Asia. We 
would make a special and very warm mention of the Apostolic Nuncio 
in the Philippines, whose competence and devotion, aided by dynamic 
cooperation, have made it possible for us to accomplish this first stage 
of our journey to the Far East-

As you are well aware, our first desire on the occasion of these 
visits is to establish fraternal contact with the bishops, to encourage 
them in the concerted planning of their pastoral work — with due res­
pect for the principle of subsidiarity and for the link of episcopal 
collegiality — to put progressively into practice the great guidelines of 
the Council.

The role of Nuncios is also evolving. Until now, the Nuncio was 
little more than the Pope’s representative to Governments and Churches.

His activity with regard to the Churches was above all of a 
hierarchical and administrative nature; in a certain sense he remained 
a stranger to the local Church.

Today, the Nuncio must place a more pronounced pastoral accent 
on his work. He too is at the service of the Kingdom of God as 
it goes forward in the land.

If then we come to take part in the deliberations of the great 
regional episcopal assemblies, as last year in Kampala, here now in 
Manila, and as we shall do on our journey to Sydney, our purpose is 
to underline our communion and our solidarity with the pastoral cares 
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of each region of the world. Collegiality means love and shared res­
ponsibility, as we said at the opening of the final session of last year’s 
meeting of the Synod of Bishops. You, the Representatives of the 
Pope, must be for the local hierarchies the living sign of this com­
munion and this solidarity, sharing as far as you can their pastoral 
preoccupations. Coming from the heart of Christianity, you are the 
witnesses of the catholicity, that is, the universality of the Christian 
message. Sharing as you do in the special charism of Peter, you 
represent in a privileged way the demands of unity in the desired 
diversity of expressions of the same faith. By reason of your close 
attachment to the See of the head of the apostolic college, you cons­
titute to some extent a link between the individual churches of the 
entire world.

This cannot be conceived without a more fraternal approach to 
the life of the local churches. It is your task to find, for each in­
dividual case, the practical modes of that approach, in a spirit of 
service and with the consciousness of being above all the bonds of 
love.

As we offer you our cordial encouragement and the assurance of 
our profound confidence in your exacting apostolate, we bestow on 
you and your collaborators our paternal Apostolic Blessing.

TO THE YOUTH — TO THE WORKERS — TO THE POOR 
— TO THE PEOPLE
"We need Christ, to be genuine and worthy men in the temporal 

order"

The Pope's last day in the Philippines commenced with an open- 
air Mass celebrated at the Quezon Circle in Quezon City at 8:00 
a.m. In the presence of a vast concurse of people led by the 
President of the Philippines and his family, the Holy Father gave 
this address.

I, Paul, the successor of Saint Peter, charged with the pastoral 
mission for the whole Church, would never have come from Rome to 
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this far-distant land, unless I had been most firmly convinced of two 
fundamental things: first, of Christ; and second, of your salvation.

Convinced of Christ: yes, I feel the need to proclaim him, I can­
not keep silent- “Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!” (1 Cor 
9:16). I am sent by him, by Christ himself, to do this. I am an 
apostle, I am a witness. The more distant the goal, the more dif­
ficult my mission, the more pressing is the love that urges me to it 
(cf. 2 Cor 5:14). I must bear witness to his name: Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of the living God (Mt 16:16). He reveals the in­
visible God, he is the firstborn of all creation, the foundation of 
everything created. He is the Teacher of mankind, and its Redeemer. 
He was born, he died and he rose again for us. He is the centre 
of history and of the world; he is the one who knows us and who 
loves us; he is the companion and the friend of our life. He is the 
man of sorrows and of hope. It is he who will come and who one 
day will be our judge and — we hope — the everlasting fulness of 
our existence, our happiness. I could never finish speaking about him: 
he is the light and the truth; indeed, he is “the way, the truth and 
the life” (Jn 14:6). He is the bread and the spring of living water 
to satisfy our hunger and our thirst. He is our shepherd, our guide, 
our model, our comfort, our brother. Like us, and more than us, he 
has been little, poor, humiliated; he has been a worker; he has known 
misfortune and been patient. For our sake he spoke, worked miracles 
and founded a new kingdom where the poor are happy, where peace is 
the principle for living together, where the pure of heart and those who 
mourn are raised up and comforted, where those who hunger and 
thirst after justice have their fill, where sinners can be forgiven, where 
all are brothers-

Jesus Christ: you have heard him spoken of; indeed the greater 
part of you are already his: you are Christians. So, to you Christians 
I repeat his name, to everyone I proclaim him: Jesus Christ is the 
beginning and the end, the Alpha and the Omega; he is the king of 
the new world; he is the secret of history; he is the key to our des­
tiny. He is the mediator, the bridge, between heaven and earth. He
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is more perfectly than anyone else the Son of Man, because he is 
the Son of God, eternal and infinite. He is the son of Mary, blessed 
among all women, his mother according to the flesh, and our mother 
through the sharing in the Spirit of his Mystical Body.

Jesus Christ is our constant preaching; it is his name that we 
proclaim to the ends of the earth (cf. Rom 10:18) and throughout all 
ages (Rom 9:5). Remember this and ponder on it: the Pope has 
come here among you and has proclaimed Jesus Christ!

In doing this I express also the second dynamic idea that brings 
me to you: that Jesus Christ is to be praised not only for what he is 
in himself; he is to be exalted and loved for what he is for us, for 
each one of us, for every people and for every culture. Christ is our 
Savior. Christ is our greatest benefactor. Christ is our liberator. We 
need Christ, in order to be genuine and worthy men in the temporal 
order, and men saved and raised to the supernatural order.

At this point several questions present themselves. They are ques­
tions that torment our times, and I am sure that they are in your minds 
too. These questions are: Can Christ really be of any use to us for 
solving the practical and concrete problems of the present life? Did 
he not say that his kingdom is not of this world? What can he do 
for us? In other words, can Christianity give rise to a true humanism? 
Can the Christian view of life inspire a real renewal of society? Can 
that view harmonize with the demands of modern life, and favor prog­
ress and well-being for all? Can Christianity interpret people’s yearn­
ings and identify with the tendencies special to your culture?

These questions are many, and we cannot answer them with one 
single formula which would take account of the complexity of the prob­
lems and the different needs of man, spiritual, moral, economic, 
political, ethnic, historical and social. Yet, as far as the positive and 
happy development of your social conditions is concerned, we can give 
a positive answer: Christianity can be salvation also on the earthly 
and human level. Christ multiplied the loaves also to satisfy the phy­
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sical hunger of the crowds following him- And Christ continues to 
work this miracle for those who truly believe in him, and who take 
from him the principles of a dynamic social order, that is, of an order 
that is continually progressing and being renewed.

For example, Christ, as you know, constantly proclaims his great 
and supreme commandment of love. There exists no social ferment 
stronger and better than this. In its positive aspect it unleashes in­
comparable and unquenchable moral forces; in its negative aspect it 
denounces all forms of selfishness, inertia and forgetfulness which do 
harm to the needs of others. Christ proclaims the equality and brother­
hood of all men: who but he has taught and can still effectively teach 
such principles which revolution, while benefitting from them, rejects? 
Who but he, we say, has revealed the fatherhood of God, the true 
and unassailable reason for the brotherhood of men? And whence 
comes the genuine and sacred freedom of man if not from human 
dignity, of which Christ made himself the teacher and champion? And 
who, if not he, has made available temporal goods, when he took 
from them the nature of ends in themselves and declared that they 
are means, means which must to some extent suffice for all, and means 
which are of less value than the supreme goods of the spirit? Who 
but Christ has planted in the hearts of his followers the talent for 
love and service on behalf of all man’s suffering and needs? Who 
has proclaimed the law of work as a right, a duty and a means of 
providence? Who has proclaimed the dignity that raises it to the level 
of cooperation with and fulfillment of the divine plan? Who has 
freed it from every form of inhuman slavery, and given it its reward 
of justice and merit?

To you who are students and can well grasp these fundamental 
ideas and these higher values, I would say this: Today while you are 
challenging the structures of affluent society, the society that is do­
minated by technology and by the anxious pursuit of productivity and 
consumption, you are aware of the insufficiency and the deceptiveness 
of the economic and social materialism that marks our present progress. 
You are truly able to reaffirm the superiority, richness and relevance 
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of authentic Christian sociology, based on true knowledge of man and 
of his destiny.

Workers, my message to you is this: While today you have be­
come aware of your rights and your strength, take care that in the 
pursuit of your total rehabilitation you do not adopt formulas that 
are incomplete and inaccurate. These, while offering you partial victories 
of an economic and hedonistic nature, under the banner of a selfish 
and bitter struggle, may later increase the disappointment of having 
been deprived of the higher values of the spirit, of having been deprived 
of your religious personality and of your hope in the life that will not 
end. Let your aspirations be inspired by the vigor and wisdom that 
only the Gospel of the divine Worker can give you.

To you, the poor I have this to say: remember that you have a 
supreme friend — Christ who called you blessed, the privileged inheri­
tors of his kingdom. He personified himself in you, so as to turn to 
you every good person, every generous heart, every man who wishes 
to save himself bv seeking in you Christ the Savior. Yes, strive to 
raise yourselves: you have a right and duty to do so. Demand the 
help of a society that wishes to be called civilized but do not curse either 
your lot or those who lack sensitivity, for you know that you are rich 
in the values of Christian patience and redemptive suffering.

A final wcrd, to you who are rich: remember how severe Christ 
was in your regard, when he saw you self-satisfied, inactive and selfish. 
And on the other hand remember how responsive and grateful he was 
when he found you thoughtful and generous; he said that not even a 
cup of cold water given in a Christian spirit would go unrewarded. 
Perhaps it is your hour: the time for you to open your eyes and hearts 
to a great new vision not dedicated to the struggles of self-interest, 
hatred and violence, but dedicated to solicitous and generous love and 
to true progress.

All this, dear sons and daughters, dear brothers and sisters, is 
part of the message of the Catholic faith- I have the happy duty to 
proclaim it here, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
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MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLES OF ASIA

"Asia must not succumb to godlessness''

After the Mass at the Quezon Circle, the Holy Father proceeded 
to the auditorium of "Radio Veritas", the Catholic Broadcasting 
Station of Manila. He presided at the last session' of the Asian 
Bishops Conference. It was on this occasion that he addressed 
the inhabitants of all Asia.

To you the countless millions of men and women, our brothers 
and sisters who live in Asia, this crossroads of cultures ancient and 
modem, and in a special manner to those among you who are our own 
children in Christ — the blessing of God, abiding peace and fraternity.

We are happy to address these words to you on the occasion of 
the inauguration of Radio Veritas, to which we desire to offer our en­
couragement for an ever more enlightened, generous and fruitful acti­
vity. We also express our appreciation to all those who have made 
possible the realization of this important work. It is our fervent wish 
that through it there may reach you the echo of the teachings of Christ, 
to raise your hearts to the God of love and truth. We hope that it 
will knit among you, its listeners, bonds of evangelical love, so that, 
made conscious of “the joys and hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of 
the men of this age, especially those who are poor” (Gaudium et Spes, 
1), you may together undertake the construction of a more just and 
more united society.

Brethren, this is the first time the head of the Catholic Church 
has come to this part of your continent, and providence has decreed 
that it should be in our humble person. We are grateful, for we re­
gard Asia with love and reverence for the venerable antiquity and rich­
ness of its millennial culture. This immense land is the source of great 
civilizations, the birthplace cf world religions, the treasure-house of an­
cient wisdom. We are now in a region where the cultural currents of 
the East and the more recent ones from the West have merged in mutual 
enrichment.
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As we address cur words to you, we cannot omit mention of 
a consideration which is as obvious as it is worthy of being kept cons­
tantly in mind. Your continent, stretching from the limits of ancient 
Europe and Africa to the Pacific and covering very nearly a third of 
the lands given to man for his home, is inhabited by more than a half 
of all mankind- This fact alone gives seme idea of the magnitude of 
the problems that face your people. At the same time it shows the im­
portance — we might say the weight — that Asia has for the present, 
and, even more so, for the future of the entire world. This double 
aspect we regard with great interest, and with respect for these whose 
task it is to ensure with farsighted wisdom, that development takes place 
with the necessary speed and care, not with clamorous and dangerous 
disorder, but in a beneficial and rational way. Our interest also goes 
hand in hand with our good wishes and with our willingness to contri­
bute all that we can to this end. Our interest is mingled too with 
great hope.

No one more than ourself sincerely wishes to see you take your 
rightful place in the world and receive your legitimate share in the means 
and opportunities of. economic and social welfare. No one more than 
ourself is aware of and deplores the situations of incomplete develop­
ment or the unequal distribution that still exist among you, in the rela­
tions of one nation with another or among citizens of one and the 
same nation. No one mere than ourself — because of justice and out 
of affection for your peoples, without distinction or preference except 
for the weakest and the most needy, through the very interest we have 
in peaceful co-existence and in good and fruitful cooperation within 
your countries, throughout your vast regions and also outside and be­
yond them — expresses the fervent wish that such situations may be 
eliminated at the earliest possible moment and as completely as possible, 
in conformity with the natural rights of individuals, of the various social 
groups and of all peoples.

We are aware that the difficulties are many, also in the technical 
sphere. These difficulties cannot be bypassed without world wide co­
operation and mutual and disinterested assistance. Happily the con­
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sciousness of this necessity is gaining among the nations of the world. 
We exhort you to act generously in this great movement. We exhort 
also those outside continent of Asia who have the ability and the duty 
to do so, to offer ever more generous cooperation for the integral deve­
lopment of all.

In like manner we feel the pressing duty to exhort all those in 
positions of responsibility to deal decisively with injustices in situations 
and in relations among various social groups, wherever such injustices 
are found. We exhort them further to give an ever stronger impulse, 
with open minds and hearts and with a firm hand, to the human better­
ment of all citizens, giving particular attention to the needs and rights 
of the most impoverished and abandoned among those citizens: from 
the workers who aspire to just wages to those who work on the land, 
where there is often a crying need for wise agrarian reform.

As we utter these exhortations we are sustained by a great 
hope- This hope, we would like you to know, is based not only on 
the help of Gcd and on the responsible commitment of all of you — 
from the most humble to the most exalted in your respective functions 
—but also on an awereness of the virtues and natural qualities which, 
in spite of the countless differences between one people and another, 
are common to all your peoples and of which certain ones constitute 
for those peoples a characteristic mark.

In fact, contemplating the past history of your nations, brethren, 
we are impressed most of all by the sense of spiritual values dominating 
the thoughts of your sages and the lives of your vast multitudes. The 
discipline of your ascetics, the deep religious spirit of your peoples, your 
filial piety and attachment to the family, your veneration of ancestors 
— all of these point to the primacy of the spirit; all reveal your inter­
minable quest for God, your hunger for the supernatural.

These characteristics are not of value for your spiritual life alone. 
Taken together, they not only do not constitute an obstacle to the 
attainment of that technical, economic and social progress to which 
your numberless peoples rightly aspire; but indeed, they offer a foun­
dation of incalculable value to favour full progress in such a way so 
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as not to sacrifice those deepest and most precious values which consti­
tute man as the being that is directed by the influence of the spiritual — 
the master, at least potentially, of the cosmos and of its forces, and 
likewise the subduer of himself.

Science and technology are proof of the conquest of the material 
order by the spirit of man. And yet it is under the shadow of these 
achievements that materialism has taken shelter. Wherever technology 
is introduced on a large scale, there materialism also tries to insinuate 
itself. With your traditional spiritual outlook, however, your sense 
of discipline and morality, and the integrity of your family life, you 
must be able to counter materialism and even help Western civilization 
to overcome the dangers that its very progress brings in its wake-

But Materialism with all its negative consequences is only the 
outward symptom of a deeper malaise now afflicting large sections of 
the human family: a weakening of faith in God, or even the total loss 
of it. And when atheism turns militant and aggressive, as it has done, 
it becomes immensely mote dangerous to individuals and nations. All 
the God-fearing peoples of your continent. Asia where great world 
religions were bom must not succumb to godlessness. We pray, and 
invite you all to pray with us, that God’s light and love may preserve 
your peoples from such a danger.

Here it is our duty to say a word about the presence and ac­
tion of the Catholic Church in your midst. We do so all the more 
willingly from this land of the Philippines, in which the Catholic Church 
has for centuries been fully at home. The Church feels at home not 
only here but in all your nations. What she has to bring to you also, 
that is the message of Christ, is not imposed upon its hearers but rather 
proclaimed in open and friendly words. It is offered for your instruc­
tion and meditation, and it is not such as in any way to cancel out 
or lessen the cultural and spiritual values that constitute your priceless 
heritage.

Christ is light and truth and life. And we proclaim him to you as 
he appears to our unshakeable faith. We are obedient to his charge, 
his command: Go, preach to all nations the good, the happy news, 
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instructing them in my teaching of love and life. This we do, brothers 
and sisters, with humble love for you, with deep respect for yourselves 
and for your ancient and venerable traditions.

In fact, the Church, by virtue of her essential catholicity, cannot 
be alien to any country or people; she is bound to make herself native 
to every clime, cultural and race. Wherever she is, she must strike 
her roots deep into the spiritual and cultural ground of the place and 
assimilate all that is of genuine value. Our predecessors, the Second 
Vatican Council, and we ourself, have not only encouraged this move­
ment but also furnished the necessary guidelines for it. Thus, while 
preserving the cultural excellence and individuality of each nation, the 
Catholic Church will be able to communicate what is of universal value 
in each of them to all the others, for their mutual enrichment.

Christ and his message certainly have a divine charm which the 
deeply religious East can appreciate. Your faith and love, overflowing 
into your daily life and activity, can make this message, and Christ 
himself, visible and acceptable to your countrymen as no preaching can 
do.

This mission of bringing Christ and his Church close to the 
men and women of Asia belongs not only to the hierarchy, the priests 
and the religious brothers and sisters, but to each one of you, our dear 
Catholic sons and daughters of the different nations which we are now 
addressing.

Together you make the People of God. Together you must show 
forth Christ to others. In imitation of Jesus Christ who went about 
doing good (cf. Acts 10:39), Christians arc the best friends of their 
fellowmen. Their faith must impel them to work for the sanctification 
of the world (cf. Lumen Gentium, 31) and to take the lead in that 
indispensable movement of brotherly solidarity. It is this which must 
satisfy all men in their hunger for bread, employment, shelter and edu­
cation; This movement must bring a response to men’s yearnings for 
responsibility, freedom, justice, the moral virtues, and in a word, a “com­
plete humanism” (Populorum Progressio, 42).
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We cannot bring our words to a close without directing a 
heartfelt and particularly affectionate greeting to those peoples of your 
continent who are still oppressed by the tragedy of war. Our heart is 
heavy at the thought of the thousands of victims of the conflicts now 
taking place, at the thought of the orphans and widows abandoned, 
of the homes and villages destroyed, at the thought of the hate which 
is spread abroad and which often explodes, even today, in acts of war 
and terrorism, affecting also many innocent and defenceless people.

We have not ceased — nor shall we cease — in urgent appeals, 
both in public and in our meetings with leaders, that unflagging search 
be carried out, with wise and persistent goodwill, for the means to sus­
pend hostilities and to reach at last a just and honorable peace, which 
will ensure for all the peoples involved freedom from disturbance, liberty 
and the chance for a serene and fitting existence.

This appeal, this fervent plea, we wish solemnly to renew here and 
now. And to all those who are suffering, to all those who are seeking 
to alleviate their sufferings and to all those who are working for peace 
we send our most sincere good wishes.

At the same time we renew from our heart the expression of 
our profound sharing in the bitter grief that in these recent weeks has 
struck a great and dear land, Pakistan, which has been the victim of a 
natural disaster the like of which probably does not exist in human 
memory.

Upon everyone, finally, upon all the peoples of Asia, upon 
their heads of state and rulers, whom we greet with respect, we invoke 
from on high wisdom and the will and sufficient strength to ensure the 
happy and rapid development of their respective nations throughout 
this entire continent. To the heads of the religions of Asia and to 
their faithful we express our esteem for the religious sense which they 
foster with such great concern for the well-being of their brothers. To 
our dear Catholic sons and daughters, whom we once more recall with 
paternal affection, we extend our good wishes and impart our Blessing.
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INAUGURATION OF NEW HOUSING PROJECT

"...the housing problem that affects thousands"

Later on November 29, Pope Pbul VI went to the village of St. 
Joseph in Pasig, where he blessed the new housing project. During 
this visit he gave this message praising those responsible lor the 
valuable undertaking.

On the occasion of our passing through Manila we are greatly 
gratified to bless these new houses-

Our ministry is that of the Gospel. The aim of our journey to 
Asia is therefore of the spiritual order: it is to proclaim the infinite 
riches of Christ, the hope that comes to us from his resurrection and 
which cannot be confounded (cf. Eph 3). Our mission is to see to 
it that by his grace this seed of the Word should grow and multiply 
in hearts, that this hope should begin now to be realized in the lives 
of men of today in the course of their pilgrimage on earth. We too 
must share with all, especially with those who are poor or in any way 
afflicted, their joys and hopes, their griefs and anxieties (Gaudium el 
Spcs, preface). This is the meaning of our presence here-

We know the serious housing problem which affects so many 
thousands of families in your capital, as happens in the greater part 
of the large cities throughout the world. The growth of population 
and the flight from the land towards metropolitan centers complicate 
extremely the activity of those in charge. Besides, it seems to us not 
to be enough to expect everything from the competence of the public 
authorities: it is a social problem of so broad a scope and of such 
deep seriousness that every conscience should be touched by it. Lack 
of housing or the absence of the minimum conditions to make it livable 
is one of the chief causes of the degradation of the family life and of 
the evil temptation to violence.

It is a worldwide problem, and a particularly crucial one in develop­
ing countries. If it is to be resolved, it calls for the readiness of all 
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to give proof of imagination, social solidarity and generosity. This is 
why we extend our warm felicitations to the individuals and organiza­
tions who have made the execution of this project possible; we publicly 
express the wish that their example may be followed for the greater 
well-being of all.

We pray Almighty God to bless them and their families, to bless 
the families about to occupy these dwellings and to comfort those who 
are waiting to have the joy of living in such conditions.

GREETINGS TO THE LAY GROUP

"The apostle must seek a charity ever more real, more universal"

Late in the morning of the 29th of November, the Holy Father 
went to the residence of Cardinal Santos where he met representa­
tives of the Catholic Laity in the Philippines to whom he directed 
this message.

In order to have a special meeting with you it was our wish to 
devote for you a few moments, in spite of quite a heavy program. 
Because of your diverse activities in the apostolate, you are the object 
of the Church’s particular consideration. Animated by the grace of 
baptism, of confirmation and, for some of you, of marriage, you have 
responded to the call of God who asks each Christian to be “at the 
same time a witness and a living instrument of the mission of the 
Church itself” (Lumen Gentium, 33). May God be thanked for 
this great grace, that your hearts are encouraged to persevere in your 
commitment to burn with the spirit of Christ and to exercise your 
apostolate in the world as a kind of leaven (cf- Apostoficdm Actuosi- 
tatem, 2).

The Second Vatican Council’s Decree on the Lay Apostolate, 
which you all know and which today forms in a sense the charter of 
the whole lay apostolate, insists on the spirit with which that apostol-



THE POPE SPEAKS IN THE PHILIPPINES

ate must be lived. “The apostolate is carried on through the faith, 
hope and charity which the Holy Spirit diffuses in the hearts of all 
members of the Church” (Apostolicam Actuositatem, 3).

Life of Faith

The temptation would be to place our faith merely in the carrying 
out of certain religious acts. We know how fond the Christians of the 
Philippines are of external demonstrations of their faith — and rightly 
so. You are not unaware that you must go further: your faith must 
be enlightened by study of the Sacred Scriptures, of the Church’s 
teaching, and in particular of the decisions of the recent Council. To 
be a witness capable of drawing men to God, your faith must find ex­
pression in your life. Because they are Christians, lay people engaged 
in the apostolate must be the best citizens, the most honest ones and 
those most concerned for the common good. “Neither family concerns 
nor secular affairs should be excluded from their religious program of 
life” (Apostolicam Actuositatem, 4).

Life of Hope

Asia, the most populous continent of our globe — Asia is on the 
move. Millions and millions of men aspire today to better conditions 
of life and to the satisfaction of their profound religious restlessness, 
which is a thirsting for God. The immense obstacles that slow down 
or impede their advance towards this integral development carry the 
risk of causing feelings of despair. “The laity must take on the renewal 
of the temporal order as their own special obligation,” declares the 
Council. “As citizens they must cooperate with other citizens, using 
their own particular skills and acting on their own responsibility- 
Everywhere and in all things they must seek the justice characteristic 
of God’s kingdom” (Apostolicam Actuositatem, 7). How could they 
reach that goal, if they were not impelled by hope, by the assurance 
which is founded on God’s strength and help. Delays, difficulties or 
failures do not unsettle or overcome a person who is animated by this 
God-given certitude.
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Life of Charity

Jesus Christ teaches us that love of God cannot be separated from 
love of one’s neighbor. The apostle must seek a charity that is ever 
more real, ever more universal. His love for his brothers, especially 
the weakest and the poorest, will have its root in the love which God 
has for all, particularly for the least of those who are his (cf. Mt 
25:40). Love for God is not something for oneself alone; it must 
be shared. The committed layman will be urged on by charity to 
study the concrete situations of his brothers; he will display imagina­
tion in the application of solutions to problems and he will show 
concern for the unfolding of the real values of his people’s culture, 
whether the values be artistic, intellectual or religious. Having as­
similated the Church’s teaching, he will be faithful to the aim of every 
authentic social apostolate: a humanism open to the values of the 
spirit and to God, who is their source (cf. Populorum Progressio, 42). 
He will keep before his rjjind “that the new command of love is the 
basic law of human perfection and hence of the world’s transforma­
tion” (Gaudium et Spes, 38). You live in a relationship of trust with 
the hierarchy. Adding your collaboration to their apostolate, in docility 
and dialogue, you make use of your special experience and your res­
ponsibility, and you are aware of having a vocation to sanctify the 
world in the very exercise of the duties of your state. You will thus 
work with men of goodwill to build a city based on brotherhood, where 
a man will be respected for his unique dignity as being one created 
“in the likeness of God”, and where personal, family and social life 
can be orientated to Jesus Christ, “the goal of human history” 
(Gaudium et Spes, 45; cf- Apostolicam Actuositatem, 20, and Gaudium 
et Spes, 40-45).

We commend your generosity to the Virgin Mary, who is so 
much loved here. The Mother of God, whose glory comes entirely 
from her Son, will guard your commitment and will pray that your 
apostolate may respond to the deep hope of men, and thus cause this 
great land, with its deeply religious soul, to shine with the brightness 
of the good news — the source of justice, truth, liberty and love.
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TO THE NON-CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS
' . .we are able to pray, to dialogue together"

Just before leaving for Samoa on the next leg of his journey, Pope 
Paul VI met various groups in the Apostolic Nunciature. He ad­
dressed first the non-Catholic Christian communities with these 
words.

Dear brothers,

We greet you in the love of Christ as members and representa­
tives of various Christian communions. Although your communities 
and the Catholic Church are not as yet linked in bonds of full unity, 
nevertheless we are brothers (cf. Unitatis Redintegratio, 3). We share 
the faith which makes us subject to one Lord. We acknowledge one 
Baptism. The “written word of God, the life of grace, faith, hope 
and charity and many other gifts of the Holy Spirit” (Ibid.) are the 
common heritage bestowed on us by the Father because of the merits 
of the saving sacrifice of His beloved Son-

At this moment one cannot but think of the important calling of 
the peoples of the Philippine Islands. This land has a special vocation 
to be the city set on the hill, the lamp standing on high (cf. Mt. 
5:14-16) giving shining witness amid the ancient and noble cultures 
of Asia. Both as individuals and as a nation you are to show forth 
the light of Christ by the quality of your lives.

In the first place this calls for a living unity in charity and truth. 
Our Savior asked that for us of his Father when he prayed that his 
followers might be one, united by the very life of Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit “so that the world mav believe it was you who sent me” 
(Jn 17:21).

We are painfully aware that this unity is not yet perfect among us. 
But we are heartened because our Lord has prayed for his followers 
“that they may become perfectly one” (Jn 17:23).

And indeed it is in God’s goodness that we have become aware 
again in these times of the very real bonds already existing between us 
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We have rediscovered what is common in our heritage and therefore 
now we are able to pray together. Now we are able to engage in 
dialogue and in study of theological problems.

Moreover, in a way that is particularly needed at this time we can 
now pledge ourselves to work together to promote justice for all, in 
our own lands as well as among the family of nations. And you have 
many opportunities to do this here in the Philippine Islands.

There is the boundless desire of your young people to achieve a 
society in which honesty and integrity are paramount. There is the 
desire of Christians, both of the Catholic Church and of the commu­
nions to which you belong, to be the new leaven that will help purge 
out all corruption (cf- 1 Cor 5:5-8) in particular that which proliferates 
when all the concern of men’s hearts is set on power and wealth. 
And in this happy moment of encounter we would like to stress what 
we have already said: “We are sure that all Christians, our brethren, 
will wish to expand their common cooperative effort in order to help 
mankind vanquish selfishness, pride and rivalries, to overcome ambitions 
and injustices, to open up to all the road to a more human life, where 
each man will be loved and helped as his brother, as his neighbor” 
(Populorum Progressio, 82).

This is the direction to which the Catholic Church is committed. 
The task of assisting the whole development of human beings is to be 
served by Catholics working together with their fellow Christians, and 
indeed with all men of good will.

As you thus proclaim the Good News of Christ by the quality 
of your lives and by the integrity of your social order, may it also 
become increasingly possible for you and for the sons of the Catholic 
Church “to make together before the nations a common profession of 
faith in God and in Jesus Christ” (Ad Gentes, 15).

Dear friends, we thank you for the gracious courtesy of your visit 
to us and we pray that our presence with you at this time may serve 
the cause of “him whose name unites us” (Ibid.).
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GREETINGS TO THE NON-CHRISTIANS
"Brotherly collaboration for justice and peace"

The Holy Father gave this address to the non-Christian group on 
the same occasion.

Your desire that we should also speak to you who represent all the 
religious practiced in this beautiful archipelago coincided with our own 
desire. It is with joy that we have found the occasion for this meeting.

Placed as we are at the head of a Church that is called Catholic 
and experiences catholicity — that is to say, universality — our thoughts 
and our concern cannot be halted by any barrier of place, people or 
religion; they extend to all men. With all the more reason we feel 
ourself close to those who have in common with us the momentous 
search for the divine and a trusting submission to the laws of heaven, 
those who look to religion for answers to the great problems which 
confront and torment mankind and who also find therein their strength 
and their hope.

You are certainly aware that in these days the Church has wished 
to open herself still more to fraternal contact with all peoples of all 
civilizations and all religions. She respects and admires the treasures 
bestowed on all people, and she invites them to join with her wherever 
collaboration is possible for a more perfect and universal reign of justice 
and peace, and for the eradication of the great misfortunes or miseries 
afflicting so many millions of our brothers. 'It is always a joy to find 
such unitedness as is the case in your country. We pray God to preserve 
it and increase it, for his honor and service, and for your welfare and 
that of the whole world.

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
"the spiritual bond that links us"

At the Nunciature before leaving Manila the Holy Father also 
greeted the Jewish community.
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We are pleased to know that Jewish people in the Philippines ex­
pressed joy and expectation when they learned about our desire to visit 
this country. Now that we have come, we wish them to know that our 
heart responds to theirs with joy. We hope that the feeling of expec­
tation will be replaced with one of spiritual fulfillment, both in their hearts 
and in ours, as they and we together recall on this occasion what the 
Second Vatican Council called “the spiritual bond linking the people 
of the New Covenant with Abraham’s stock” (Nostra Aetate, 4).

GREETING TO THE MEMBERS OF THE PHILIPPINE BIBLE 
SOCIETY

"...a pleasure to have in our hands the first-fruits of that work 
in the Philippines..."

The Pope also met members of the Philippine Bible Society which 
is collaborating in the translation ol the Bible into the local dialects.

We are grateful for the gift of these specially inscribed copies of 
the Gospel of Mark presented to us by the Philippine Bible Societies, 
with which the Catholic Church now shares many fruitful cooperative 
programs.

We know that, with the approval of the bishops, there are inter­
confessional translations of the Bible in five of the languages of this 
country, made in accordance with the guidelines approved by us and 
by the authorities of the United Bible Societies.

It is with pleasure to have in our hands today the first fruits of 
that work in the Philippines, the Gospel of Mark in Tagalog and Ilocano-

We fervently hope that deeper acquaintance with Christ through 
the word of God will bring about better and ever more widespread witness 
to Christ in the Philippines.
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IN TONDO

. .the great illusion of our time, to think that the supreme aim in 
life consists in struggling for and winning economic and social, 
temporal and external goods.''

At about 4:00 p.m. on the Pope's last day in the Philippines, he 
went to Tondo to be with the poor and gave these words to the 
inhabitants of that section of Manila.

I am grateful to those who brought me to this section of the city, 
because it is here I have been sent. It is my duty to come here because 
I have to have the same mission as that of Jesus Christ; and God; the 
Father in heaven, sent him, as he has told us, to bring to the poor the 
good news, the Gospel (Lk 4:18).

Coming among you, I become aware of my mission; and so I 
thank you too for welcoming me and for listening a while to what I 
have to say.

I come among you as one sent by Christ; this means as a shepherd 
to his flock, as a friend and a brother. I am head of the Catholic 
Church and its servant and I feel it my duty to proclaim here before 
you that the Church loves you, loves you who are poor.

What does it mean to say that the Church loves you?
1. It means that the Church recognizes first of all your dignity 

as human beings, as children of God. She recognizes your equality 
with all other human beings. She recognizes, moreover, that preference, 
is due to you because your needs are many in order to give your lives 
sufficiency and well-being, both material and spiritual. I feel obliged, 
here more than anywhere else, to proclaim the “right of man”, for you 
and for all the world’s poor.

2. And so I must also say that the Church must show you love, 
give you assistance and aid you also in a practical way and with her 
generous service. She must promote your economic and social libera­
tion, reminding herself and civil society to give real recognition to your 
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fundamental human rights and to advance in every field your opportu­
nities for attaining the development and well-being of modem living, 
through the dignified ways of assistance (which we call charity), and 
then through the ways of honest labor and civil order.

3- I must also remind you, in virtue of my apostolic ministry, 
that apart from material bread, apart from the temporal well-being to 
which you rightfully aspire, and for the attainment of which all are 
obligated to you in solidarity, you, like all true men, have other higher 
needs. It is, as Jesus Christ taught: “A man’s life does not consist in 
the abundance of his possessions” (Lk 12:15). This is the great illu­
sion of our time, to think that the supreme aim in life consists in strug­
gling for and winning economic and social, temporal and external goods. 
You were created for a higher good, for a “kingdom of heaven”. Only 
there can one have fulness of life, present and future, just as Jesus taught 
us. You are also called to be Christians by faith, grace, honesty of 
life and by belonging to the Catholic Church. This is no vain ima­
gining. It is truth. And like all the poor, all the suffering, all who 
long for justice and peace, you are the ones who are first and truly 
called to this destiny of redemption and happiness.

Permit me therefore, as the humble Vicar of Christ, to make his 
human and divine message resound here for you and for the world; 
“How happy are the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 
(Mt 5:3).

So, coming to you, I arrived “with rich blessings from Christ” 
(Rom 15:29).

DEPARTURE FROM MANILA
"We bid good-bye with emotion, gratitude"

The Holy Father left Manila a few minutes alter seven in the eve­
ning of the 29th of November. He gave this final address to the 
Filipino people before boarding his special plane.

This brief stay in the Philippines has been a very great joy for us. 
We have lived through these days surrounded by the affection and the 
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inexhaustible kindness of the Filipino people. It has been our good 
fortune to experience their spirit of hospitality and the fervor of their 
religious faith, and also to catch a glimpse of their dynamism. We 
bid them good-bye with emotion and an inexpressible gratitude.

Our thanks go to all those who have made this visit possible. 
First of all to His Excellency the President of the Republic, who has 
had the kindness to come to meet us together with the members of 
his Government. Then also to the civic authorities of the city of 
Manila, who have prepared and organized our stay remarkably well 
We thank Cardinal Santos, Archbishop of Manila, and the episcopate 
of the Philippines, whose fraternal affection has made our being among 
them so pleasant.

We shall never forget the country of the Philippines. We shall 
pray for it. May God sustain all those who hold authority in the 
land, both in the civil and the religious spheres, to assure this worthy 
people the benefits of civilization and of economic and social progress, 
as well as the graces of a clearsighted and generous Christian life. 
May they all, each in the sphere of his proper competence and yet 
in close collaboration for the common good, remain full of courage and 
hope in spite of the dimensions of their task.

We are continuing our journey, comforted by this first stage which 
will ever remain imprinted on our memory. The bond of love which 
links Rome — the mother and head and still more the friend and ser­
vant of all the Churches — to the Churches of Asia has been wonder­
fully reinforced. We see in this a pledge of the divine blessing upon 
our spiritual and apostolic mission.

May God bless the Philippines. May his blessing extend to those 
who live in this immense archipelago, to the most far-flung of its 
islands.

Nawa’y manatili sa inyo ang pag-ibig at awang Diyos! 
May the mercy and love of God be always with you!

Mabuhay ang Pilipinas! 
Long live the Philippines!


