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Gold Production Sets New Records . . . 1 
The need for a careful and fair inter

pretation of the new mining law of the 
Philippines, and of all laws affecting 
the mining industry directly and in
directly, becomes more and more ap
parent as mining increases in impor
tance. 

Legislation in general, and the min
ing law of the Philippines in particular, 
is as effective and as impartial as .those 
who interpret it. it is impossible to 
draw up any law that is so comprehen
sive as to make the attitudes of those 
who carry it out anything but all-im
portant. 

The Mining Law and the Securities 
Act are both comprehensive and dras
tic in their provisions; at the present 
their effect seenis to be one of retard
ing the mining industry. The original 
intention was undoubtedly otherwise, 
but the result has arisen froni too hasty 
consideration in the enactments. Many 
provisions of these laws were taken bo
dily froni siniilar acts in the United 
States which have since proven unwork
able and have __ been discarded. 
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EDITORIAL (Continued from p. 23) 

Much, of course, depends not only 
upon interpretation but also upon ad
ministration. There should always 
exist a friendly cooperation between the 
government and private enterprise of 
any kind, if industry is to flourish. This 
is particularly true in the case of an 
industry comparatively new to the 
country, as is mining to the Philippines. 

Many complexities have developed, 
and others will inevitably be encounter
ed from time to time. Amendments to 
the present laws will undoubtedly be-

Marsman and 

c<>me necessary. Useless but annoying 
restrictions should be speedily eliminat
ed. Simplicity should be the keynote of 
all such legislation. 

Now is the time for thoughtful study, 
not only on the part of governmental 
administrative entities and legislators, 
but also by the Chamber of Mines and 
private enterprise. Defects in the laws 
should be remedied, otherwis3 a promis
ing industry will succumb through slow 
strangulation. 
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