“Bi6 SHGTS" WITH GVERDUE ACGGUNTS IN BUReAU
OF LANDS

List Includes Gen. Aguinalco, Legis:ators, And Departiment
Secretaries

lF you, Mr. Juan de la Cruz, owe
the government some money on
taxes or some other obligations, bet-
ter brace up and settle it as soon as
possible. Don't think that because
the government is rich it is more
considerate to its debtors and that
it can afford to wait at your plea-
stive or until you get the cash. You
may just wake uvn one fine morning
to see the sheriff confiscating veur
properties, or to receive, like this
writer, a letter which reads more or
less like this: ‘“Your property has
been forefeited to the government
for non-payment of taxes and penal-
ties as indicated above x x x x.”’

It is altogether different of course
if you are an influential guy, a big
shot. In that case vou can rest at
ease, assured that no authority
would dare come along to grab
vour properties without your con-
sent. You will now and then receive
letters reminding vou of your obliga-
tions, but vou can easily write back
a nice renly invoking the hard times
and asking for extension of time to
pay. If you think what we sav here
is not true, take a look at the list
we are publishing herewith.

By way of explanation on some of
the personalities included therein.
Foremost of them all, in personal
greatness and in amount of obliga-
tions long overdue to the govern-
ment, is General Aguinaldo. Do you
remember how the old gencral was
pressed for payment of his accounts
some vears ago when he erossed
swords with President Quezon? Of
course you do. Have you heard of
any similar official action taken late-
ly on the same question? No of
course. He is now in tune with the

majority faction, you know, and
that’s that.

On the other hand vou must
have read in the papers how Com-
missioner Osias’ salary was order-
ed confiscated recently to satisfy
his pending obligations to the gov-
ernment. There was no politics in
that however. It is only a coincidence
that Commissioner Csias is a “‘pro™

As you will see in the list be-
low the dekts of these high
government officials are many
vears overdue. But no serious ef-
forts were made to effect their col-
lections until Insular Auditor Jones
assumed his position some months
ago. Auditor Jones is not hard-
hearted; he knows how tight almost
everybody finds himself these davs,
but he cannot escape the responsi-
bility of protecting the public cof-
fers. In the opinion of Mr. Jones it
will be for the cood of the debtor-
officials themselves that their ac-
counts be settled one way or ano-
ther. ‘I don’t think thev are han-
ny with all these obligations pend-
ing against them,”’ he said.

In enforcing the collection of those
accounts, Auditor Jones has adopt-
ed a ‘‘consistent, aggressive. intel-
ligent and realistic’’ policv. By con-
sistent is meant a continuous press-
ing for payment: by aggresive, the
withelding or confiscation of salaries
of debtor-officials when circums-
tances demand; bv intelligent. a in-
dicious consideration of the- of-
ficial’s situation. as his financial
condition, his investments on prop-’
erties purchased from and mort-
gaged to the government: and by
realistic, considering whether tak-

(Continued on page 8)
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graft and corrup-
?

Nothing can be a nobler act

A reminder to delégates advocat-
ing lower renumeration for govern-
How much more if you

ment officials
tion abound despite the prevalent

(Continued from page 7)
founds his administration far from
ideal.
of a noble man than that.

further slash salaries

high pay.

1llus-

trating the last point, Auditor Jones
thholding the

y help the set-

tlement of his obligations of nearly

i
s pension of P1,000 a month
$300,000.

(Continued from page 2)
hold of an employee’s salary,
instance, is worth while consider-

the amount of his debt.
H not substantiall

.

w1

mentioned as an example the case of
General Aguinaldo in which it is

very apparent that w

ing
for
ing
latter’

.



