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As, ot present everybody is tolking
obout Communism and Religion, it
may be well to point out why there
is such opposition between Catholic-
ism ond Communism,

Communism is not only a politicol

eremy which threotens our freedom,
it is not only the enemy of our cul--

ture ahd religion which prowls around
our frontiers os Islom of ancient
times. It is a mighty force that per-
vades every place and threatens every-
thing. Like Coatholicism it cleims to
be universal and it hos spread with
the ropidity of lightning oll over the
world: frontiers are unknown to it,
it passes through the most corvpact
lines, enters well guarded strongholds,
unbalances the cleorest minds ond
shokes the most steadfast. of heorts.

Like Catholicism, il has its apgsties
who qo everywhere, ond moke “‘con-
verts”’ in the most unexpected quar-
It hes ils fanatics, who call
themselves mortyrs. Like Catholicism
it pretends to ennoble mon and with
man the whole of humon societv, to
raise it 10 the highest level it can
possibly attain, aond thus create o
new civilization, a new literature, a
new morol code, o new ideal, g new

(Continued on page 34)
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ABOUT THE ARTICLE

The following speech deliver-
ed by the Rev. Father Ledit,
S.J. in one . of the A of P di-
reclors’ convenitons in Rome,
will be of great interest notl only
to our, Associates and Promot-
ers bdbut also to all our Cross
readers, Tt 18 timely, solid, in-
trresting.

May we take this epportunity
of inviting once again Cross
readers o join the Apostleship
of Prayer, Conditions for mem-
berahip are casy and simple, but
the benefils are many and most
consoling. To Promoters the
Sacred Heart made this prom-
ize. "Those who <holl promole
th's devolion shall have their
names writlen in My Heart,
never to be effaced.”

‘To become a member, apply
ty wour Parvigh Priest or write
lo the National Office of the
Apostleship of Prayer, 2821,
Herran, Manile.

— The National Director
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THE APOSTLESHIP ...
(Continusd from page 31)
human roce! |If ever the world has
seen a more fontastic realizotion of
the diabolical scheme, which 5t. lg-
natius describes in his meditation on
the “Two Standords” it has now cer-
tainly become a fact which even the

blind must see.

It is needless to soy that Com-
muynism is the enemy of Religion;
-only those who do not wish to see
can deny it. Communism is non-
religious, and anti-religious.

First, it is non-religious inosmuch
os it tries to build up o society from
which God is banished. It is hord
for us to realize” the great extent of
this plon, since religion fills the very
air we breathe. Surrounded by our
churches, having always the crucifix
before our eyes, receiving our Coth-
olic newspapers and listening to the
intimote confidences of our faithful,
we are, oS it were, steeped in the
supematural, There is nothing like
thot in Russia. For a great number
of the U.R.5.5. inhabitants God no
longer exists. The faithful must wor-
ship God in secret,

The quinquennial plans have given
rise to new cities that have, so to
speak, sprung up from the desert.
No churches, no priests, no divine
worship for these countless wmulti-
tudes.

Whole districts are today without
church and without priest, to be
exact for our Cotholics there are just
two foreign priests. The lomps which
bumed before the Blessed Sacroment
are axtinguished. .. The little bal.
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shevik, goes to the Kindergorten, then
to school ond meetings of the pio-
neers; from there he posses to the
Komsomol, then to the factory and
to the army, takes part in oll the
tports, grows old and dies, and dur-
ing oll these yeors, the school the
press, the public speakers, the gov-
ernment decrees, have told him thot
there is no God! Atheism, formerly
was madness of the few, now it has
become the nomal state of countless
multitudes. '

If, when meditating on hell, we con
wunderstand, that the essence of dam-
notion is the loss of God, we. moy
fecl some pity for the immense masses
immersed in this inferno of the U.R.-
S.S.

For the materialist, who locks on
things only from the outside, theze
considerations have no interest. what-
soever; but they Fll with horror and
dismoy the Christion soul, the soul

of the priest, who is forever trying

to gouge the void caused by the ab-
sence of God.

Bolshevism is even more anti-reli-
gious thon non-religious. In former
days the Commissary of Public In-
ttruction declared thot the onti-
religious propaganda was not neces-
sary in the Soviet school, thot
is was enough for education to
be non-religious. A late decision
{For Communistic Education, Aug. 4,
1937} declares that such o theory is
rotten and harmful. It is not enough
to be non-religious, it is necessary to
be anti-religious. God is the enemy,
He must be attacked, ond against
Hiw all wespons ore good.
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First there is the weapon of blas-
phemy. It is hord for us to under-
stand the meaning of blosphemy,
when it has ottained such a degree
ot universality. So in order to have
some idea of it, we must go back to
the meditation on hell,

There is the foshionable blosphemy
of the “‘professor,’”” who “proves” that
there is no God, and thot science is
in -conflict with the Bible; there is
the blasphemy of the popular heroine,
the champion of parachutisme when,
for example, she declares that she
tos not found God in the clouds;
there is the coarse blasphemy of the
militant atheist who drows corico-
tures in the “Begzbozhnik’’, which he
thinks ore amusing, but which are
only impure.

Always and everywhere, the some
idea: God as on enemy; the enemy
of the poor, the ally of those who
cheat the people; the enemy of prog-
ress, oallied to those who keep the
world in ignoronce and misery, All
this is explained to little children
when they begin to go to school and
is kept up oll through out their edu-
cation.

Then there is desecration and sac-
rilege .The chuyches are closed, des-
troyed or desecrated, It is useless
to repeat here the history of past
years, when the churches one by one
were closed; useless to remind the
make-believe tales 1gld by the bol-
sheviks, to explain to the world thot
they did not meon persecution. Many
churches have been converted into
onti-religious museums; and barms for
animals, desecrotion has beerv thor-
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ough; statues, and even sacred vest-

ments are used for shameful and
anti-religious campaign.
Finolly, there is persecution. Per-

secution of the clergy; more than one
hundred priests Bishops ore now un-
der the Soviet law, most of them in
concentration comps; others confined
to places where life is nearly impos-
sible. Persecution of the faithful; the
introduction of the uninterrupted
week, with the obligation to work on
Sundays ond holidays under the pen-
olty of confiscotion of woges thot go
1o pay for the onti-religious propa-
pando; sentances of imprisonment,
sentences of death.

Doubtless there have been in the
post, blosphemies, desecrations and
persecutions, but never have they
been so universel os now. The werld
had never seen an immense country
suck as Russia, reject oll form of
worship and oll religious creeds. ..
And wherever Communism enters, we
see the same phenomena changing
here and there, according to the “dif-
ferent countries, but having the same
universal chorocteristics,  Think of
the blocdy deeds now perpetrated in
those countries, the convents ond
churches behind the iron curtain, des-
secrated, the nuns priests and bishops
massacred or persecuted and with unij-
versality which afford clear proof that
we are witnessing the workings of o
carefully thougHt-out diabolical plon.

Saton has -risen .to drive out God.
And it is appalling to see that so
mony pecple have no glear Ides of
what he is about. The vision of the
Apceolypse, where Michage! fights the
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drogon ond his angles, 15 ter-
rible; but here the arena is the whole
world. On one side the well-organ-
ized forces of internationol atheism,
drawn together by hoatred’of God; oll
this scene strangely lighted by the
fantostic mixture of smoke and fire
of which 5t - Ignatius speaks, ond
which deceives so many minds thot
we believed were better forearmed.
On the other side, the humble-spiritual
forces of the Church, Infima munde,
ridiculed by those who believe. only
in human means to fight ogainst o
diabolical force, scattered like o fle:k
of sheep surprised by a storm, “pusil-
lus grex”. Will this little Hock ever
understand thot its best weapon is
its great weokness? INFIRMA MUN-
DI ELEGIT DEUS UT FORTIA QUAE-
QUE CONFUNDAT. God hos chosen
the weok things of the world to con-
found the strong.

And here, we must admire and
wonder ot the greot mercy of God
towords His Church. What treas-
ures has He not granted Her through
the devotion of the Socred Heart aop-
plied to human society, thot is, de-
votion to Christ the King.

It was during the 1st century that
the Apostleship of Praoyer was found-
ed. Its aim is to point out the super-
notural aspect of the Church’s con-
quests at her struggle ogoinst her
enemies. Devotion to the Socred
Heart, through the Apostleship of
Prayer is the remedy God has given
us for the great evils from which
monkind is suffering. -

It is a devotion for humble seuls.
The ““Messengers of the Socred
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Hearl” are not intended for o small
circle; they are widely read in our
Christion families, teaching them how
to live humbly and in o Chrisfian
manner. Among workmen, in the
peasants’ homes, wherever there are
Cheistions who proy and suffer, there
is always to be found o picture bf
the Socred Heart. It moy be such
0 one os |6 make an artist smile,
but is one which has dried many a
teor and inspired mony o heroic reso-
lution.  The prayers, communions,
cacritices, holy hours, all these nroc-
tices of piety, which ploy such n
imrortant  although sometimes un-
knoan part in the history of mon-
kind, are brought about by theve
little monthly pamphlets of the Apos-
tleship of Praoyer, which do not dazzle
anybody, which are not even noticed
by those who think themsclves en-
trusted with destinies of the wurld.
The program of self-sacrifice implied
by the word “promoter’’ wassures to
the Apostleship of Prayer a scope of
oction oll the more widely spreod os
the promater is often chosen frum
among the lowly ones of the world,

The means used by the Apostléship
of Prayer hove a supernatural effi-
cacy. .

The doily offering teaches the
members of the Apostleship of Prayer
resignotion. The work ond suffering
of every day are not a burden, but
form o precidus treasure which is of-
fered every moming to the Sacred
Heart. Thot will not prevent a Chris-
tian from fighting %0 necessary,
ogainst the dangers which threaten
his children, his family ond his coun-
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try; but his fight will be the fight not
of o rebel but of a crusader. Thus
the soil where communism implants
its doctrine of hatred and revolt wiil
be purified aonew every morning.
For, let us soy it again, the essen-
tial condition for the success of ¢com-
munistic  propagonda, i$ not  pov-
erty and depression olthough these
iactors hove on importance not to be
denied, but it is the naturalism aond
motericlism which have penetrated
everywhere, even gt times, among the
clergy, who nove forgotten, ot least
in some ploces, what is the meaning
ol evangelical poverty. If in the
midst of the crisis through which
some countries are possing today,
those who best withstand the instigo-
tions of the “extended hond”, are

w
A SCARECROW OF A SONNET
By ESTELITA JUCO

The scarecrow stands with outstretched hands
Beomed on by heaven’s sun;

About him flaps some tattered rags
To make him look like man.

My country quakes with ‘“‘surplus’’ fakes
About which nothing’s done;

My leaders tell that oll is well |
And thot bribes are “‘just for fun”’. |

The scarecrow and the stote today

Are much alike,—here’s why:
They think superficial display

Can fool the public’'s eye.
The reol self which they conceal
Truth’s breexes time and again reveol.
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precisely those workmen who are suf-
fering under the stain of misery ond
want of work, is not that in itself
a striking proof that poverty and
misery prepare the soul for heroism
es well as for revolt?

During the recent strike in Fronce,
a poor working woman who had en-
rolled all her co-workers in a Cheisl-
ian union, and in the Apostleship of
Prayer, was violently threatened. The
gadless so terrified her companions
that they no longer dored to receive
the monthly pamphlets which came to
iemind them that they were to offer
10 God “‘the prayers, works and suf-
ferings of the doy.” Is not this o
praof thot the Reds well understood
the efficacity of this little proctice?

{(TO BE CONTINUED!




