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DEC.14—Mr. Jack Rapoport of Standard Products,Inc., 
aided by the staff of the National Development Com­
pany, gives a demonstration in the NDC compound of 

how a substitute milk may be produced from a mixture of 
skim-milk powder and refined coconut oil and water, pro­
cessed by a special machine, for a price of around 12 cen- 

‘tavos a pint. Chocolate, sugar, and vitamins may be 
added to make the product more nutritious.*

Dec. 23 — President Roxas informs the Cabinet that 
the Enterprises Council, which will be the ruling body of 
the different government enterprises, should be organized 
immediately and asks that an appropriate executive order 
be drafted. He also inquired after the plans on the Insti­
tute of Science soon to be organized.

The Cabinet at the President’s request, approves 
turning over from the Sweepstakes Funds, P2,000,000 
to the People’s Homesite and Housing Corporation for the 
construction of houses for low-salaried government em­
ployees.

H. G. Henares, Assistant Manager and Executive 
Officer of the Agricultural Machinery and Equipment 
Corporation, has reported that the Corporation has earned 
a net profit of P918.631.82 from its activities which in­
cludes the sale of tractors and agricultural implements, 
the manufacture and sale of plows, the operation of repair 
shops, and the raising of crops. Sales during the fiscal year 
1946-47, ending with the third quarter of 1947, amounted 
to P13,237,498.78. The Corporation paid a total of P2,- 
392,461.85 to the Surplus Property Commission for trac­
tors and implements bought up to November 30. Its paid 
P508.453.73 in percentage taxes.

Dec. 27 — Executive Order No. 114 is released re: 
quiring that all contracts for repair or construction work 
costing P3,000'or more, entered into by government cor­
porations, with certain exceptions are to be submitted to 
public bidding and awarded "to the lowest responsible 
bidder”.

Dec. 27 — President Roxas instructs Director General 
I. Coscolluela of PRATRA to assume control over sugar 
prices, brown sugar to be sold at 35^ a kilo, washed sugar 
at 45^, and refined sugar at 55^, and instructs Mayor 
Fugoso and Chief of Police de la Fuente to close stores 
that sell at higher prices and prefer charges against the 
vendors.

The President instructs the Director General of PRA­
TRA to commandeer all roofing materials and to take 
control of the prices of all building materials in order to 
avoid profiteering after the destruction caused by typhoon 
"Jean”. He also instructs him to release certain quantities 
of rice to the Red Cross for distribution to typhoon victims 
in Manila, Tayabas, and Laguna.

Dec. 30 — The President appoints Filemon C. Ro- 
driguez as Manager of the National Power Corporation, 
Filemon M. Zablan as Assistant Manager and Chief En­
gineer, and Casimiro Pagsanghan as Secretary-treasurer.

The Cabinet creates the Government Enterprises 
Council which is to direct all government corporations; 
the members will be composed of the chairmen of the 
various boards of directors and the managing hqads of the 
corporations; the President of the Philippines will be Chair­
man and the Secretary of Commerce and Industry Vice- 
Chairman.

♦ Apropos of “luxuries,” a “specific” tax of 25 centavos per kilo is collected 
on skimmed milk imports! (Republic Act No. 56)
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mally organized to coordinate the nursing service in the 
different bureaus and offices of the Government. Mrs. 
Genara S. M. de Guzman is the Chief.

Dec. 23 — The Cabinet approves setting aside an 
additional Pl00,000 from the Sweepstakes Funds for the 
purchase of athletic equipment for the public schools; 
a previous appropriation was for P50.000.

Dec. 24 — The President signs 26 absolute pardons 
and 13 "special” absolute pardons, and 45 conditional 
pardons.

Dec. 26 — The President orders all relief and welfare 
agencies to be on the alert, following a typhoon the center 
of which passed over Manila about 8 o’clock in the morning 
and which did extensive damage.

Dec. 27 — Announced that President Roxas has ac­
cepted the resignation of Mayor Valeriano Fugoso to take 
effect January 1, 1948, and has appointed Chief of Police 
Manuel de la Fuente to succeed him.

The President being informed by the Mayor and the 
Chief of Police of Manila that many "barong-barongs” 
(temporary building structures) have been destroyed by 
the typhoon, instructs the two officials to inform their 
owners that if they wish to rebuild, they must build on 
government lots which will be set aside for them. He also 
instructs them to start immediately the construction of 
permanent market buildings with second floors, as planned, 
which will be used to house vendors who have been using 
the streets.

Announced that the Philippine Naval Patrol, of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines, has been deputized by 
the Bureau of Customs for the enforcement of the Customs 
Laws. Captain Jose V. Andrada, Commander of the Patrol, 
issues a warning declaring that vessels ordered to stop 
must hoist the International Flag King and signal similarly 
with the searchlight, and if at night, by blinker or search­
light, and stop engines and lie to. If order to stop is not 
heeded, the Patrol vessel will first fire twice across the bow, 
then "shall be constrained to fire at the vessel to forcefully 
stop her”.

Dec. 29 — The Cabinet approves the appointment 
of Vicente Orosa as Under-Secretary of Public Works vice 
Sergio Bayan who has been elected by the Board of Direc­
tors of the Manila Railroad Company as permanent Man­
ager after his release by the Department of Public Works.

The Cabinet also approves the appointments of Dr. 
Regino Ylanan as National Physical Director, and Cirio 
H. Panganiban as interim Director of the Institute of 
National Language.

Announced that the Agrarian Commission will be 
dissolved at the end of this year.

Dec. 30 — At a conference between the President 
and the University of the Philippines Council, the President 
asking whether the members favor the transfer of the 
University to Quezon City, the reply is in the affirmative. 
The U. S. Army lease of the University site there will 
terminate December 31, 1948.

Announced that Dagupan City will be formally in­
augurated on January 1, 1948.

Dec. 31 — The President issues Proclamation No. 48 
calling upon all young men, citizens of the Philippines, 
who will attain the age of 20 years during the calendar 
year 1948 to register for military service.

The President announces that he will submit the 
Report of the Joint Philippine-American Finance Com­
mission and the Beyster Report to the National Economic 
Council, composed of the members of the Cabinet and a 
number of others, under the chairmanship of the Vice- 
President, to coordinate the Government’s economic po­
licies.
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