MASONRY IN FRANCE TODAY

Address given 1o the Masonic Service Association by the M.W. Grand
Mastey of the French National Grand Lodge, at Washingtan, 25th February,

1960.

MAV,  Brother Chairman, M. W,
Grand Masters and Brethren,

First of all, I wish 1o wke this op-
poriunity to thank yvou (or the cordial
and (roernal welcome vou have ex-
tended 1o mysell and (o the Bredthern
who accompaniad nie on our visit 1o
the Sutes.

[ [ell that the fricndly spiric which
prevails i your recepuon is 1 mark
of sympathy andl [raternal fellowship
te all Brechern of the Freneh Nae-
vonal Grand Lodge, the only Grand
Lodge in France  recognized by all
lifty Grand Lodges in the United
States and hy all but on of the Grand
Lodges in Canada.  O[ course we,
and we only in France are recognized
by the Mother  Grand Lodge, the
United Grand Lodge of England.

Our Grand Lodge had and still has
from time to time the privilege and
the pleasure ol granting Charters 1o
many Lodges Tormed Dby Ailitary
Service personnel on duty in France,

A large proportion ol these Bre-
thren come from the United States.
but we also have Brethren from Ca-
nada, Hoiland, Iran, Greece  and
Great Briwin, and this happily de-

monstrates the univerality of Free-
masonry. Tt also proves that  the
guiding principles of our Grand

Lodge are and will ever remain Be-
liefF in God, the Three Great Lights
and strict adberence 1o the Ancdient
Landmarks ol the Order.

Grand  Lodges  chroughout  the
world inguire (rom us about the situa-
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tion ol Freemasonry in France. We
must almit that the sitnation is rather
conlused but I shall make an attempt
in order to summarize the present
position.

In France, the Grand Onrnient -
France is the largese body and there
are some 17,000 to 18,000 mcembers.
They have  struck  out (rom their
Constitntions  all reference  to the
Great Architect of the Univesse or
16 the Holy Bible and have substitue-
cd as guiding principles:

The equality  between Brethren

Mutual Tolerance

Absolute {reedom of ronscience.

Many ol their members are atheists
and it is estimated thxt some 10 to
152, are communists.

They encourage the discussion in
Ladge of political and like topics

On such a bast:, (the Grand Orient
ol France must be considered as 1r-
regular and clandestine,

Av s annual convention in 1953,
the Grand Lodge of France, sccond in
France by its manbership, passed
resolution by some two thirds major.
ity making the presence of the Holy
Bible compulsory in their Lodges.

However we are  wold, that sall
quite recentl in some ol their Lodges
remain a majgorily  of the  mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge of France
who have not been obligated upo the
Holy Bible.

It must be kept in mind that, n
the past, candidates were not re-
quired to profess a benel in the Su-

Qctober, 1960



preme Being, and therefore the
qucstion  arises as to how many
members of this Grand Lodge subs-
cribe to this essential belief?

Their resolution of 1953 must how-
cver, be considered as a [first step in
an cffort towards regularity and we
are glad to say so. In September
1959, the Grand Lodge of France took
another step forward in suspending,
by a majorily votc ol some 70%, cor-
1espondence, agreemenis and intero-
hedience relations with the Grand
Orient of Trance.

Toecther  with
Grand Lodges, we
further ellort.

It is true that administrative re-
lntions  between the wo governing
bodics have been suspended. BUT
INTERVISITATION BY INDIVI-
DUAL NMEMBLERS CONTINUES
AS BEFORE.

Members of the Grand Ladge ol
France are welcome in Ladges of the
Grand Onient ol I'rance, and Mem.
hers ol the Grand Orient Lodges visic
Lodges ol the Grand Ladge ol Trance.

Furthermore, no instructions have
vel been assued (o our knowledege by
the Grand Lodge of France i order
o forbid its members [rom afliliat-
ing with Lodges ol the Grand Orient
or obliging 1those  whe are alveady
members of the Grand Orient 1o se-
ver their dual membership,

We will gladly acknowledge the el-
forts made by the G.M. Dupuy in
orler to bring a majoritv in his Grand
Lodge to more regular practice. We
will welcome the time when  the
Grand Lodge of  France can claim
recognition  as a Regular  Grand
Lodge but we must regretfully con-
clude that, while the [first steps have
been taken, such  time has not yet
come.

other . Regular
weleome  (his
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Qur Ohhedience, the French Na-
tional Grand Lodge is small in num-
ber, its membership is not more than
1.000, bur &l the priaciples of re-
gularity are maintained and strictly
applicd in all its Lodpes.

It is ouwr mission in Freemasonry
to hold out a  helping hand o all
persons ol goodwill and to play our
nart in bringing into cflect what we
all desive, (hat is 10 say, Unity be-
tween Obediences.

Bredhren, however, must realize
that reemasonry cannot exist ualess
it is basedd upon a sincere belict m
Croel.

Owr Masonic symbois vemind s ol
our dependence upon Fim, buwe the
GREAT ARCHITECT HIMSELY
IS NOT A SYMBOI. FOR WE
CANNOT WORK TO T HEL
GLORY OF A SYMBOL.

There 1s not doubt that, in France,
there is amongst irregular Masons a
sincere desire o return o regulanty
andd you may rest assured thac our
Grand Lodge will do cvervihing with-
in its power 1w ensure that this desire
is brought o a huitlul conclusion.

We must, however, by very carelul
and build only an perimaneney on the
rock of regulavity,  Anv hasty action
wonld only delav our common goal.

i .
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Kindly send vour articles
for the January 1961 issue

today.
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