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FRANCE IN TROUBLE

Would constitutional amendments save her?

O UNDERSTAND the crisis

currently gripping France,

one must know the in-
herent weaknesses of that coun-
try’s political structure. It is,
to begin with, a system that
suffers from the lack of a com-
mon political heritage. This
means in simple terms that un-
like the United States, for ex-
ample, where the present gov-

By F. C. Sta. Maria

ernment has evolved from a
distinct political concept, France
cannot point to a single histori-
cal ideology that would unify
its people. Not even the revolu-
tion of 1789 could in this sense
be identified as a rallying point
for all Frenchmen. It is said



that even today a small minori-
ty of extreme Rightists still
consider the Revolution a na-
tional disaster. They would pre-
fer a strongly authoritarian
government not entirely alien
to the concept of a monarchy.

The extreme Leftist group
on the other hand would estab-
lish a communistic regime in
France. In between are a num-
ber of political parties, of more
or less equal strength, each of
which would set up a govern-
ment to suit its own particular
taste.

In seventy years (between
1870 and 1940) France had more
than 100 different governments,
the average life span of a pre-
miership being less than a year.
Thus, it is also plain that France
does not have any constitution-
al continuity. Political histor-
ians generally stress the fact
that since the Revolution of
1789 France has been three
times a monarchy, twice an em-
pire, once a semi-dictatorship
and four times a republic. It
is the Fourth Republic estab-
lished in 1949, that is at pre-
sent in turmoil.

UT PERHAPS the biggest de-

fect of the France sys-
tem of government is the ut
ter weakness of the executive.
Neither the president, who is
not elected by popular suf-
frage, nor the premier who can
be unseated by the Assembly
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almost at will, wields enough
power to control the govern-
ment. The former is elected by
the Senate and Chamber of De-
puties (equivalent to the Con-
gress of the Philippines) and
usually has neither popularity
nor prestige to command na-
tional attention; the latter is
powerless because he cannot dis-
solve Parliament. Experience
shows that the best premier
is one who can make various
parties compromise or agree on
controversial issues. He must
be one who is a master of ap-
peasement.

Such a situation is easily con-
ducive to an unstable, if demo-
cratic, government. To add to
the instability, there has been
a splintering of political parties
in France since the establish-
ment of the Third Republic in
1875. The result is that today
there are four or five major
political parties of more or less
equal strength, and several
minor ones. Under this situa-
tion coalition governments are
unavoidable because of the need
for a sizable support, in terms
of votes, for the winning can-
didate. And the elected repre-
sentative does not necessarily
owe political loyalty to a single
party. The members of the Ca-
binet have various allegiances,
too, and do not have to be loyal
to whoever is designated pre-
mier.

In other words, there exists
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virtually a chaotic political si-
tuation where each elected re
presentative is the rival of the
other for political power, and
where unity is almost impossi-
ble.

It was under such circum-
stances that Charles de Gaulle,
hero of the underground and
saviour of France in World War
II, was invited by President
Rene’ Coty to take up the pre-
miership vacated by Monsieur
Pierre Pflimlin early this
month. Now 67, the colorful
general assumed the post fol-
lowing a tumultous two-week
period which has been described
as France’s worst political cri-
sis since Napoleon Bonaparte.
The statement is probably ex-
aggerated, although France has
in fact come as close to a civil
war in the present upheaval as
it has at any other time in re-
cent history. It is now the hope
of the rest of the world that de
Gaulle could save the tottering
government.

ENERAL DE Gaulle may suc-

ceed where the other pre-
miers (19 in all since 1947)
have failed, if only because he
remains the last national figure
who can be acceptable to the
majority of the French people
by virtue of his brilliant war
record. This is not to say of
course that there is no valid
cpposition against him. The
powerful Communist Party,
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which succeeded immediately
after World War II in getting
one-fourth of the electorate
(they won more votes than any
other political party), has start-
ed to fight him. It has inspired
strikes and other demonstra-
tions to embarras him during
the first day of his term. A
more reliable index of de Gaul-
le’s popularity however is the
329-to-224 vote of the Assem-
bly which inevsted him with
the premiership. Then again a
similar majority (322 - to-232
vote) on June 3 in giving him
sweeping powers whereby he
would rule by decree without
the interference of the Assem-
bly for a period of six months.

Contemplated by the new
“strong man’’ is a series of con-
stitutional amendments which
would strengthen considerably
the executive and thereby cor-
rect the greatest fault of the
French parliamentary form of
government. In announcing the
proposed charter changes, de
Gaulle made it clear that he
stands on three prinples, name-
ly: (1) universal suffrage, (2)
clegr separation of the legisla-
tive from the executive and (3)
government responsibility to
parliament.

In granting him unprecedent-
ed puwers, the Assembly did
not act in simple desperation,
but obviously in the trusting
belief that de Gaulle would not
abuse such powers. They recall
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that in.1944 when the trium-
phant general became head of
the Provisional Government he
could have stayed on as a vir-
tual dictator but didn’t. In the
words of the new premier him-
self, “Is it credible that at the
age of 67 I am going to begin
a career as a dictator?” In point
of fact, the French people have
no choice but to answer the
question in the negative. De

6

Gaulle is France's last chance
for survival today.

HAT COMPLICATES the ter-

rible state of affairs in
contemporary France is the is-
sue of colonialism. It is one
factor, in fact, which has been
mainly responsible for the
downfall of several of postwar
France’s governments. By ac-
tual count, three out of the
last five cabinets toppled on
the Algerian issue alone.
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After the second World War
the empire of France crumbled
steadily, hastened by the eco-
nomic prostration of the mo-
ther country. The loss of Indo-
China was followed by Tuni-
sia and Morocco and also by
the former protectorates in the
Middle East. Only Algeria in
northern Africa, with an area
bigger than that of France, re-
mains at present as a substan-
tial colony. Technically a part
of contintental France (known
as a “department’’), Algeria en-
joys representation in the As-
sembly. More than one-tenth of
its ten million population are
of French descent and would
rather stay as a part of France.
The rest, who are Muslims,
however have waged a bitter
guerrilla warfare in an effort
to be liberated from French
rule.

This fight for liberation has
been going on for the past
two or three years and has
taken a huge toll from both
sides in terms of men and
money. Newspaper estimates
place the casualties of France
at 5,000 killed and a daily ex-
penditure of $5 million. The
casualty on the Alegrian side
has been estimated at 50,000
killed. Furthermore, the Alge-
rian campaign has forced
France to station more than
400,000 troops in North Africa,
at the expense of her commit-
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ments with the NATO powers.

Algeria is a festering sore
on France’s political body and
will remain to be so until it
achieves its freedom. This is
a disturbing fact which no
amount of constitutional re-
form within France can alter.
One of Premier de Gaulle’s ur-
gent tasks is to restore peace
in the strife-torn colony. This
is one of the reasons the As-
sembly has consented to with-
draw for six months, since de
Gaulle would not venture to
undertake the Herculean en-
deavor under any other condi-
tion. The prospects of a settle-
ment strongly smack of appease-
ment, but would the Algerian
nationalists accept anything
short of independence? It is
unlikely that they would.

What is more likely to hap-
pen is that de Gaulle would
succeed in restoring discipline
among the restive French sol-
diers on the African continent
and stop the loud threats of
a full-scale mutiny or revolt.
For a brief but anxious while,
Lt. Gen. Raoul Salan, comman-
ed-in-chief of French forces in
Algeria, backed by two or three
other field grade officers,
threatened to use his forces un-
less the politicians back home
settled the Algerian problem.
Openly pro-de Gaulle, these of-
ficers would listen to the pre-
mier.



HETHER OR not the Alge-

rian problem would be
resolved in favor of the rebels
seems unimportant for the mo-
ment. France has to be saved
first. And it can be said that
this is the average Frenchmen’s

8

chief concern.

It cannot be denied that con-
stitutional amendments would
improve the chaotic situation
in France. There seems to be
a sentiment, gaining some
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ground, that a semi-presiden-
tial type of government similar
to that of the United States
could solve much of France's

%

*%

political difficulties. Even one
which is parliamentary in form,
like Great Britain’s but with
a stronger premier, would cer-
tainly be more acceptable. Yet
it is equally true that changes
in political structure alone will
not bring an end to France's
present troubles. Nationalism is
on the upsurge among the
world’s subject peoples, and
colonial powers such as France
and Britain will continue to be
harassed until they liquidate
all their holdings. It is a difficult
decision to make, but it will
have to be made.

The eyes of the world now
fixed on de Gaulle are intent
on finding out whether he can
untangle the knotty political
problem of France. But a great
many from the former subject
peoples of Asia and Africa are
also anxious to know what he
would do with Algeria.—Philip-
pine Journal of Education.

*

Paradox

The Duc de Nivernois, a French diplomat, who
was a widower, had struck up a firm friendship with
the widowed Countess de Rochetfort, whom he visited
every evening without fail. This constancy became a
joke among his intimate friends, one of whom sug-
gested to the Duc that he’d save a lot of footsteps

if he married the lady.

“Oh yes, certainly, his grace agreed, “but where
should I then spend my evenings?”

JuneE 1958
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Ambassadors of Culture

THE BAYANIHAN dance troupe, whose performances in
Rome and Bangkok have been widely acclaimed, is
expected to appear at a command performance at the Philip-
pine embassy in Washington during a dinner reception of
President Garcia when he makes his state visit to the United
States in June.

DPrawing crowds in all its performances, the troupe is
appearing at the Philippine pavilion in the Brussels World
Fair May 25-June 3.

‘The Bayanihan troupe recently arrived in Lourdes,
France for a two-day pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady

Puring its sojourn there its repertoire of Filipino folk
dances and songs will be filmed and recorded by the famous
Ed Sullivan TV show for the American television public.
of Lourdes.

This will be the only breathing spell for the 42-man
troupe which has been booked solid uutil July 4 as good-
will envoy of the Philippines in the various cultural cen-
ters of the world.

On May 18 it performed in Barcelona under the aus-
pices of the Compania General de Tabucos de Filipinas be-
fore appearing in Madrid under the sponsorship of the Phil-
ippine embassy and cultural societies.

It will dance in Paris and proceed to Brussels for a
series of performances which will be climaxed by a gala
performance at the Philippine pavilion on “Philippine Day.”

Invitations have been received by the troupe to appear
in the United States.

Ambassador Carlos P. Romulo, who has been arranging
the itinerary of the RBayanihan in the United States, has
sent to Manila its tentative schedule.

It includes the command performance, appearance at the
Boston Arts Festival, Chicago-Iowa area, Cleveland, Ohio.
San Francisco, Los Angeles and Bay area.

A performance in Stockholm is being arranged by the
Swedish government,.



Malacanang’s next occupant?

MACAPAGAL:
Political Wonder Boy

o

VICE-PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL

the last election was Dios-

dado Macapagal. He got
the most number of votes
among all the candidates. The
joint report of the congressional
committee revealed that Maca-
pagal got a total of 2,189,197
votes. President Garcia himself
got no more than 2,072,257
votes. Macapagal's closest rival,

T HE OUTSTANDING figure in
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By Rony V. Diaz

Jose B. Laurel, Jr., was outdis-
tanced by 406,185 votes. Clear-
ly, Macapagal was the people’s
favorite.

Political observers note that
Macapagal did not ride on the
popularity of Yulo or on the
wealthy Liberal Party machine.
Instead, it was Yulo who rode
on Macapagal and it was Maca-
pagal who pulled the LP ma-
chine. An examination of the
election results revealed that
Macapagal led all his opponents
even in the hinterlands.

The newspapers have report-
ed that the electorate have
crossed party lines in order to
vote for Macapagal. Thus it was
not uncommon that a rabid Na-
cionalista included Macapagal
in his otherwise all Nacionalista
ballot. The same case obtained
among the supporters of Recto
and Manahan.
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So unique was the victory of
Macapagal that President Gar-
cia was moved to say: “Your
victory, under the circumstan-
ces, has no precedent in our
political history and I have
found none in American poli-
tics.”

The 47-year old Pampangueio
has been in politics for only
eight years. He comes from very
humble antecedents. He did not
hesitate to reveal to the elec-
torate that as a boy he had to
tend swine and carabaos for a
living. His parents were so poor
that they could not even buy
him a pair of canvas shoes or
a shirt. He spent most of his
leisure hours roaming the rice-
fields in search of edible frogs.
Somehow he got through ele-
mentary school and eventually
through high school. His pa-
rents had high hopes for him
and they scraped enough money
to send him to the University
of the Philippines. He was in
the University for a year be-
fore he was advised to quit.
The reason: he was sickly and
extremely undernourished.

Up TO THIS point the pattern
of Macapagal’s and Mag-
saysay’s life is identical. Both
came from peasant stock. Both
had to sacrifice fiercely in order
“to quench the thirst for know-
ledge.” Both take pride in not
having finished at the Univer-
sity of the Philippines because

12

of physical, not intellectual, in-
ability.

Then the pattern is somehow
altered. Macapagal enrolled in
a private college to study law.
Again he was forced to quit be-
cause he could not meet the ex-
penses. Then a wealthy philan-
thropic landowner in Pampanga
took pity on the boy. The fel-
low was so convinced that great-
ness awaits Diosdado that he
agreed to finance him. After his
professional training, Diosdado
vowed that he would serve his
parents. In fact, he spent the
early years of his professional
life earning money for his pa-
rents. His sense of filial duty
was very acute.

When Yulo selected Macapa-
gal, he took into account not
only the remarkable story-like
life of the fellow but also his
public record. This contained
nothing that could properly be
called a blemish.

Besides an outstanding rec-
ord in Congress, Macapagal has
also distinguished himself in
diplomacy. ‘At one time, he was
a delegate of the Philippines to
the United Nations. There he
was supposed to have displayed
his virtues as a statesman. Mau-
ro Mendez, the secretary of the
delegation, recorded the jousts
between Macapagal and Vish-
insky. Reviewing these records,
one is amazed at the courage
of Macapagal. Once he spoke
against a Soviet resolution de-
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claring that the United States
has intervened in the domestic
affairs of the Eastern countries
under the Mutual Security Act
of 1951. He said:

“The allegations of the Soviet
delegate (Vishinsky) have not
borne out the charge that the
Mutual Security Act is an act
of aggression and an interfer-
ence in the internal affairs of
other States . . . The real inter-
ference in the domestic affairs
of other countries is being done
by the Soviet Union, as witness
the armed Communist attempts
at terrorism in the Philippines
which are directly traceable to
the Soviet Union and Commun-
ist China.”

To this, Vishinsky pointedly
remarked: “l have listened pa-
tiently to the incredibly stupid
speech which the representative
of the Philippines has pro-
duced . . .

And before the Russian could
finish his sentence, Macapagal
was back on his feet: “I take
the floor again to raise a point
of order,” he said. “I had the
indisputable right to state the
views of my delegation in this
.debate. 1 stated those views
frankly and honestly. The mem-
bers of this Committee can
judge for themselves which
speech was stupid — mine or
Mr. Vishinsky’s.”

At one time Jacob Malik, ano-
ther Russian delegate, called
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Macapagal a “slave of the Unit-
ed States” for speaking in sup-
port of the Chinese resolution
to declare Soviet Rsusia a threat
to Nationalist China.

On this occasion, Macapagal
said: “I rise to take exception
to the offensive allusions of the
Soviet delegate. It appears that
the privileges and courtesies
regularly accorded the Soviet
delegation are taken by it as
a s5ign of weakness on our part
and abused. It is everybody’s
right to criticize the views of
a delegate personally for ex-
pressing those views. Mr. Malik
had announced that he was go-
ing to reply to my arguments.
That was welcome. But instead
of making a reply, he resorted
to offensive personal remarks.

“The time has come te call
a halt to the Soviet delegation’s
habit of insulting delegates
here. Mr. Malik should be re-
minded that personalities are
the gift of those who become
bankrupt in their arguments,
and that offensive personal al-
lusions are disruptive of the
orderly course of our proceed-
ings. The Soviet delegate must
be made to understand that if
his government is habituated
to taking lightly the dignity of
individuals and even of nations,
we in the Free World hold high
the dignity of the human per-
son and of the countries we re-
present.

13
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“l therefore request the
Chairman to ask the Soviet and
other delegates to be good
enough to refrain from using
offensive personal allusions. Let
goodwill, the fairest flower of
the human character, prevail
among us.”

This long tirade against the
manners of the Russians illus-
trates admirably one of Maca-
pagal’s diplomatic successes. He
was the champion of restrained
language in the United Nations.

So IMPRESSED was the Philip-
pine Mission to the United
Nations, that Macapagal was
cited in high terms in the re-
port. The chairman of the for-
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eign affairs committee of the
House of Representatives was
praised for ‘“the clarity and
compelling logic of his inter-
ventions that easily won the
respect of his colleagues.”
Another diplomatic coup of
Macapagal’s is his representa-
tion of the Philippines in the
ceremony transferring the Tur-
tle islands to the Republic.
During the ceremony, Macapa-
gal remarked: “We take this
as a symbol of new growth,
strength and vitality -of our
new Republic. This is an ex-
tension of moral imperialism
only, the only imperialism to
which we aspire, for we are true
disciples of our mother coun-
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tries who have taught us their
democracy.”

Since Macapagal belongs to
a rival party he is currently
the embarassment of the ad-
ministration. Recently he was
appointed by the President to
the Council of State, a posi-
tion of some influence but one
that could hardly satisfy the
ambition of one who had been
overwhelmingly supported by
the electorate. Macapagal
thinks that his proper job, un-
der the circumtances, is as fis-
calizer, the gadfly of the State.

In this connection, he said:
“The NPs are very much mis-
taken if they think that I will
close my eyes to acts of mis-

*

*

government and maladministra-
tion. As titular head of the
party, it is my duty and my
responsibility to spearhead the
campaign for a clean and hon-
est government.” These are
familiar words but somehow
they still catch the people.

The political rise of Maca-
pagal has whetted his ambi-
tion. There are rumors that he
will try for the presidency next
election. If he does run for
that position and given his im-
mense popularity, he has a good
chance of winning. Because of
this possibility, Macapagal’s
personality, allegiances and
ideas should be examined more
closely.

¥

The Tables Turned

Douglas once thought to score off Lincolr by re-
lating how, when he first knew him, Lincoln was a
“grocery-keeper,” selling among other things whisky
and cigars. “Mr. L.,” said Douglas, “ was a very good
bartender!” But the laugh was on the other side when
Lincoln made the following reply:

“What Mr. Douglas has said, gentlemen, is true
enough; I did keep a grocery, and I did sell cotton,
candles and cigars, and sometimes whisky; but I re-
member in those days that Mr. Douglas was one of
my best customers. Many a fime have I stood on one
side of the counter and sold whisky to Mr. Douglas
on the other side, but the difference between us is
this: I have left my side of the counter, but Mr.
Douglas still sticks to his tenaciously as ever.”

JuNE 1958
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SO YOU WANT
TO BE
A SKIN DIVER!

KIN-DIVING has become

S one of the most popular

sports in the Philippines.
Skin-diving equipment, such as
aqualungs, snorkels and similar
gadgets, have become common.
The reason for its popularity is
obvious: the world below the
sea is a fascinating one and it
is probably the last frontier on
earth. Those with the pioneer-
ing spirit find it difficult to re-
sist the urge to explore the un-
derworld of the sea.

However, since man is not
designed to stay underwater he
develops physical disorders that
the average physician does not
know how to handle. In the New
England Journal of Medicine,
Dr. Edward H. Lanphier, des-
cribes the more common disor-
ders that a skin-diver may de-
velop.

As a man dives deeper there
is an increase in pressure. This
is equivalent to a whole atmo-
sphere which is 15 pounds per
square inch for every 33 feet

16

This exciting new sport has
its hazards, but is worth every
minute of it

By Jesus P. Sto. Domingo

of salt water. Dr. Lanphier says
that “the body as a whole, be-
ing made up of solids and fluids
is no more likely to be crushed
than a bucket of water lowered
into the depths.” Damage can
occur only when there is un-
equalized difference in pressure.
This usually happens when there
is air in the lungs and air pas-
sages, paranasal sinuses and tne
middle ear.

So long as the diver is breath-
ing normally and he has enough
air, his lungs and air passages
will easily adjust to the pres-
sure equal to that of the water
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at his depth. But if he holds his
breath while descending, he
creates a low-pressure pocket
in his lungs; his blood is at a
higher pressure and the blood
vessels may burst. The symp-
tom of this is the spitting of
frothy blood. This condition is
uncomfortable but seldom fatal.

A diver who holds his breath
while ascending is in a far more
dangerous situation. Instead of
a low-pressure pocket, a high-
pressure pocket forms in his
lungs which may burst as a re-
sult. The diver then becomes
“immediately a candidate for
one of the most serious of all
diving accidents: air embolism.”

Apart from the danger of
bursting lungs, the pressure
can force air bubbles through
the pulmonary veins and into
the heart. When these bubbles

reach the brain, the diver suf-
fers convulsions and uncon-
sciousness and unless he is sub-
jected to recompression, he may
die.

A IR EMBOLISM occurs during
emergency ascents, when
the breathing apparatus of the
diver is not functioning. “Only
a well-instructed and coolhead-
ed diver,” Dr. Lanphier says,
‘““can be expected to repress the
powerful instinct to hold his
breath on making his way to
the surface. Air embolism is be-
lieved to be second only to
drowning as a cause of death
in sport diving, but it is often
unrecognized.”

There are two types of breath-
ing apparatus. One is the open-
circuit type which supplies air
through a regulator and dis-

June 1958
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charges the exhaled into the
water. This type of breathing
apparatus has no problem with
carbon dioxide. The other type
is the closed-circuit or rebreath-
ing apparatus which has a car-
bon dioxide absorbent. Dr. Lan-
phier cautions against the use
of the second type. “The av-
erage sport diver derives only
added limitations and hazards
from using them.”

At unusual depths even the
oxygen that the diver needs be-
comes dangerous. It has been
found out that oxygen becomes
poisonous under the pressure
encountered at 280 feet. The
super-saturation of oxygen then
damages the central nervous
system causing convulsions.
Such an attack may drown the
diver. However, if the diver is
lucky, he may receive warning
symptoms such as localized mus-
cular twitching, nausea or gid-
diness. If he is coolheaded he
could still make a controlled
ascent. Oxygen poisoning may
knockout a diver but it has no
serious aftereffects.

More dangerous than oxygen
is nitrogen. Even only at 100-
feet depth, most divers are af-
fected by nitrogen narcosis.
This is a state of partial anes-
thesia which Jacques-Yves Cos-
teau, the French skin-diver,
calls the “rapture of the deep.”
A diver suffering from nitro-
gen narcosis is capable of the
strangest actions. The most
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common reaction is wild, un-
controllable laughter. Others
may become tearful or indif-
ferent. Still others may rip off
their masks and contentedly
suck the salt water. Dr. Lan-
phier observes that ‘““at about
250 feet, the average diver has
lost most of his usefulness and
has become a menace to him-
self.”

DIVER Who makes an ascent

too rapidly may suffer
from the “bends” or ‘““decom-
pression sickness.” At ordinary
atmospheric pressure, small
amounts of the gases in the air
are dissolved in the blood. At
greater pressures, more gas
goes into the solution. During
an ascent, it must come out of
solution. Oxygen does so readi-
ly and harmlessly but nitrogen

forms bubbles which collect in

the joints and press against the
nerves, causing great pain and
endangering life by blocking
blood vessels in the brain. The
only remedy for a diver suf-
fering from bends is to put him
back under pressure, so as to
force the nitrogen into solution
again, and then decompress him
very slowly to let the gas es-
cape gradually.

Dr. Lanphier advises the
sports diver to adhere to the
depth standards of the Navy
which is: two hours under wa-
ter at 40 feet; not more than
30 minutes at 90 feet and not
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more than 15 minutes at 130
feet. The rate of ascent should
not exceed 60 feet a minute.
People who are obese, who
have heart trouble, breathing
difficulties, should not attempt
skin-diving. The best precau-

¥

¥

tion is to see a physician first
before engaging in this sport.
By following these simple point-
ers, the dangerous sport of skin-
diving can be made relatively
safe and may become a source
of great pleasure for many.

¥

Philippines and Asia

R

ECENT discoveries of fossils here have proved
that this archipelago of 7,000 islands once was

linked by land bridges to the Asian mainland, ac-
cording to archeologists here.

Dr. Otley Beyer, an archeologist who has been
working in cooperation with the Philippine Museum
of Archeology for more than thirty years, says the
fact that elephants and rhinoceroses, and other big
mammals now extinct once roamed the Philippines
is proof that the islands, together with Taiwan and
Celebes, formed part of the mainland of Asia a mil-

lion years ago.

The discovery in May, 1957 of the fossil re-
mains of many ancient animals in Cagayan Valley,
in the northeastern part of Luzon Island, has been de-
scribed as the mos¢t important fossil find here to date.
It included fossilizer teeth, tusks and bones.

The discoveries, according to Dr. Beyer, prove
that the Philippines must have been linked to Asia
some time in the glacial period, a million to half
a million years before Christ. Similar fossils have
been found in the Celebes, Taiwan and on the Chi-

nese mainland.

The first significanf fossil discovery in the is-
lands was made in 1911, the tooth of a pygmy ele-

phant.

The jaw bone of a rhinoceros was found in

1936 in the Cagayan Valley. The latest finds in
the valley were elephart fossils.
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(ire z/ou Word Wise!

Only one of the four meanings given after each word
below is correct. Without guessing, choose the right
answer and then turn to page 74. If you have gone
through high school, you should score at least eight
correct answers.

1. hilarious — A. boisterously gay; B. ¢tomical; C. full
of life; D. in good spirits:

2. forebode — A. to warn; B. to put ahead of something;
C. to foretell or predict; P,,to live before.

3. incur — A. to put into use; B. to accumulate; C. to
bring upon oneself; D. to reduce.

4. remorse — A. disappointment; B. feeling of defeat;
C. desire to give up or withdraw; deep regret
for wrongdoing.

5. notorious — A. of a changeable nature; B widely but
unfavorably known; C. full of hope D. without

consequezy
6. dismal — A™gloomy; B. defective; C. evil; D. hope-
less.

7. apprise — A. to raise in value; B. to determine the
worth; C. to accept officially; 9.}:)‘ inform.

8. tehet — A. a poetical piece; B.
. goal or objective; D. method.

a or doctrine;

9. tedious — A. long and tirespme; B. ceremonious; C. un-
important or trivial; deliberate.

10. fracas — X a noisy party; B. a big failure; C. dis-
turbance or fight; D. formal discussion.
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Let’s fich out those

MILLIONS under

2

NE of the striking ironies
O of the Philippine econo-
my today is the state of
its fishing industry. The irony
is summed up by the fact that
the Philippines is immensely
rich in marine resources yet
it has to import several mil-
lions of pesos worth of fish
products a year to feed ade-
quately its growing population.
The  Philippine  coastline
strung end to end is said io
be longer than that of the Unit-
ed States but this country with
a much smaller population
from America.

This situation is true with
agriculture and many of the
extractive industries of the
country. It is a frustrating pic-
ture of underdevelopment char-
acterized by deficits in produc-
tion—deficits whose gaps from
consumption needs are tremen-
dously wide.
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our SEAS

By Amando Doronila

But what makes the situation
more tragic is the fact that be-
cause of destructive fishing
practices and intensive fishing
near the coasts, inland and shal-
low water fish resources had
been depleted beyond a margin
for comfort of fast population
growth.

In a technical paper, the bu-
reau of fisheries, custodian of
the nation’s marine resources,
warned that “it is feared that
the point of diminishing re-
turns have already set in (in
coastline fishing) so that no
amount of improvements in the
efficiency of the gear would
enable the fishermen to accele-
rate their rate of producttion
to meet the increasing demand
of the population.”

The bureau has therefore fo-
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cused its vision in the develop-
ment of the fishing industry
on deep-sea or off-shore fish-
ing.

Deep-sea fishing is a virtual-
ly untapped field in Philippine
fisheries exploitation. A majori-
ty of existing fishing practices
and equipment are fitted for
coastal fishing. Although Ja-
panese fishermen were able to
tap the deep-sea fishing
grounds of the country before
the war, no appreciable effort
has been made by local fisher-
men to reenter this field after
the war.

HILIPPINE deep-sea fishing

grounds are said to abound
with tuna and fish belonging to
its species. The bureau of fish-
eries believes that exploitation
of tuna fishing resources would
not only supply the country
enough fish but also enable it
to export canned products once
parallel development of tuna
canning takes place.

But what has been done on
official initiative to exploit the
tuna fishing grounds?

In the latest annual report
(1956-1957) of the bureau of
fisheries, one of its recommen-
dations for the development of
deep-sea fishing was the requi-
sitioning of fishing equipment
from Japan under the repara-
tions program.

The role assigned by the bu-
reau of fisheries on reparations
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as indicated by its requests for
reparations items has been a
minor one. It was understood
that the bureau had limited it-
self to pilot projects which, if
successful, would induce pri-
vate enterprise to take over
the pioneered field on a com-
mercial scale.

Hence, requisitions filled by
the bureau with the interim
reparations office under the
office of the President for
fishing equipment and appara-
tus have been small compared
to public works items.

In the second-year repara-
tions schedule, in which the
Philippines requisitioned P57
million worth of items from
Japan, items earmarked for the
fishing industry amounted to
only about $3 million.

These items consist of eight
fishing boats, each with a gross
tonnage of 100 tons and with
fishing accessories, all worth
$1,022334; two floating can-
neries, each with a gross ton-
nage of 2,000 tons and with ac-
cessories, all worth $2,159,622;
and fish net weaving machines
for the department of educa-
tion’s home industries develop-

ment program, worth
$261,900.67.
The Philippine reparations

mission in Tokyo was reported
to have closed a contract with
Japanese suppliers of these
items. They are expected to be
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ready for delivery within a
year’s time.

Three government agencies
have requested one fishing
boat each—the bureau of fish-
eries, the University of the
Philippines school of fisheries
and the fisheries school in Ala-

minos, Pangasinan.

The rest of the boats, as well
as the floating canneries, will
probably be allocated to pri-
vate parties on the basis of gov-
ernment priority system.

The bureau of fisheries was
originally interested in the
floating canneries but when it
found that cost of maintenance
was expensive, it lost interest.

Besides, according to bureau
officials, the bureau is not in-
terested in competing with pri-
vate enterprise in the commer-
cial exploitation of the fisher-
ies. Its main interest is to show
private industry the fields
where there are possibilities
for commercial development.

T HIs philosophy, according to

officials, explains why the
bureau has contented itself
with canning operation and
dee-sea fishing activities on a
pilot-plant scale.

The deep-sea fishing boat
that the bureau requisitioned
under reparations will replace
an old 30-ton boat now being
used for deep-sea fishing dem-
onstrations by the bureau.
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The boat, the m.v. David
Starr Jordan, is a rickety affair
turned over to the bureau after
the war by the U.S. wildlife
and fisheries office. It is even
unable to go to the high seas;
as a deep-sea fishing demon-
stration laboratory, it is there-
fore, ineffective.

The David Starr Jordan is a
symbol of the state of fisheries
development in this country. It
is a symbol of neglect and gov-
ernment indifference to an in-
dustry that is a basic supplier
of food.

The negligible allocation of
reparations items to the fish-
ing industry is another testi-
mony of the low priority given
by the government to fisheries
development.

There has been much extra-
vagant pronouncements from
government administrations to
make the country self-suffici-
ent in food and solve its per-
sistent dilemma of underpro-
duction but action has always
been wanting.

In a world where tremendous
population growths are caus-
ing acute food shortages, lit-
tle attention has been given
to Philippine fishing develop-
ment. The disturbing fact star-
ing the country is that fish con-
sumption has always .outstrip-
ped fish production.
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Foreign Affairs Chief

Serrano speaks on

Fil-American relations,

the SEATO, and Southeast

Asian leadership

Where Is Our foreign Dolicy
Taking Uls?

HE PRIMARY goal of Phil-

ippine foreign policy to-

day is an ambitious one:
to push this country into a po-
sition of leadership in South-
east Asia.

The man with the mission is
51-year-old Felixberto Serrano,
who was appointed acting sec-
retary of foreign affairs last
August and received his desig-
nation as permanent secretary
last month. The silver-haired
Batangas politician, with a pen-
chant for legal phrases (denot-
ing his earlier background as a
lawyer and law professor), is
generally acknowledged to be
as well-equipped for the job as
most, probably better than some.
(He cut his diplomatic teeth in
the United Nations general as-
sembly where he served as the
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By Antonio Escoda

Philippines’ chief delegate for
the three years preceding his
present appointment.)

An avowed anti-communist
who firmly believes the western
camp is the place to be in the
cold war, Serrano is also known
as a high-calibre nationalist. {n
one of his first official state-
ments to the press after tak-
ing over the premier cabinet
post, he stressed that “the na-
tional interest” would be para-
mount in his shaping of foreign
policy.

He also confided to newsmen
once that he was of the opinion
the Philippines, with its varied
cultural heritage, could play a
much more vital role than it

PANORAMA



had been doing, primarily as a
link between east and west in
this part of the world.

Serrano’s record (and the tac-
tics he has used) to date indi-
cate that he has already made
a start in the direction of the
current administration’s foreign
policy aims.

He has rebuffed a resurgent
Japan on several occasions by
(1) abruptly cutting off Filipino
tourist travel to the former en-
emy country as a result of a
dispute over visa and other tra-
vel procedures (the ban is still
on); (2) demanding sharp li-
mitations on the entry and stay
here of Japanese businessmen;
and (3) openly doubting the
wisdom of buying the $500-mil-
lion Kishi economic develop-
ment plan. At the same time a
campaign has been mapped out
to woo ‘“friendly neighboring
countries” (i.e., by expanding
cultural and trade relations).

Meanwhile, at the department
of foreign affairs on Padre Fa-
ura street, there is recognition
of the fact that other nations
in this area tend (rightly or
wrongly) to identify the Phil-
ippines too readily and too
closely with the United States.
Policy planners realize that this
can be something of a liability,
in view of the nationalistic fever
still gripping most of Asia (and
which has broken out here in-
termittently over the past two
years).

JUNE 1958

Some major issues involving
Philippine - American relations
are due to come up later this
year. These includes the resump-
tion of the stalemated negotia-
tions for revision of the 1948
military bases agreement (which
bogged down in 1956, chiefly
over the question of increased
Filipino jurisdiction over U.S.
military personnel) and this
country’s longstanding “omni-
bus” claims against Washington
for an estimated $800 million
(in more war damage payments,
veterans’ benefits, etc.).

mosr QUALIFIED observers

seem to agree that the
stage is set for attempts to
gradually “equalize” the Philip-
pines’ relations with the U.S.
There admittedly are no pre-
defined plans on how to accom-
plish this. Each move is to be
made according to the demands
of a particular situation. A few
pointers, however, have already
been thought up, such as tack-
ling the problems as they come
up, one by one, instead of al-
lowing two to be linked toge-
ther in any sort of package deal
which might lead to a possible
unsatisfactory compromise. All
negotiations and discussions-are
to be carried on in an atmo-
sphere of tact and diplomacy.
An open rift is to be avoided,
of course, and the threat of
one to be used (with regret)
only in case of a showdown.

25



Serrano appears to be quali-
fied to carry out the operation.
He is reported to have made
the remark that “it is good to
tickle the Americans cnce in a
while.” And he has practiced
this philosophy by poking an
occasional irreverent finger at
state department policy.

In an off-the-cuff talk last
January, when he accepted a
strictly private American dona-
tion of powdered milk for needy
Filipino school children, Serrano
took the opportunity to point
out that the milk came “straight
from the heart” while govern-
ment-to-government aid pro-
grams “often cannot escape the
contributions of national inte-
rest.” This was in line with an
informal statement he had made
earlier, calling for a “reorienta-
tion” of American foreign aid
policy on the grounds that the
assistance was not reaching the
“hearts” as well as the “sto-
machs” of the recipients, espe-
cially those in Asia.

His formal pronouncements,
on the other hand, have tended
to place Philippine-American
relations on a businesslike basis
more than anything else. In a
major policy speech before the
Manila Lions club last January,
the secretary noted that the
bond between the two countries
was ‘“‘a product not of deliberate
choice . . . but was forged large-
ly as an accident of the Span-
ish-American war.”
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He went on to say: “Our
relationships with the United
States have been developed to
the present status of virtual
partnership by the stark verdict
of history. We could not undo
these relations even if we
wished to, and certainly we
would not wish to . . . even if
we could. A compelling sense
of mutual advantage and mu-
tual necessity leaves both coun-
tries no other alternative than
to preserve and enhance con-
tinually such relations. It there-
fore devolves upon both . .. to
minimize, and whenever possi-
ble, remove transient .. .
strains.”

Despite his propensity for
tickling Americans, however,
Serrano has proven he is no
fence-sitter when it comes to
vital issues affecting world
peace. He has stoutly main-
tained (as have other foreign
secretaries before him) that the
Philippines’ best bet lies in
“forging with other free na-
tions of the world concerted
measures of vigilance and d-
fense against communism.”

JQLTHOUGH he has gone on

record as saying he re-
gards the Southeast Asia Treaty
organization (SEATO) as the
“weakest” of the free world’s
regional defense alliances, he
has used this not as an argu-
ment for pulling out of SEATO
but rather as a warning to the
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western pact members (the U.S,
Britain and France) that they
should do more to bolster their
Asian allies (the Philippines,
Pakistan and Thailand).

Serrano has even gone as far
as to propose a virtual linkup
of SEATO, NATO and the Bagh-
dad pact (another way of beef-
ing up the Asian alliance) to
assure simultaneous military
action by all members in case
of a global attack. (He won at
least part of his point during
the SEATO ministers meeting
here last month, with the ap-
proval of a U.S. resolution call-
ing for closer liaison among the
three pacts.)

More help from the ‘“have”
countries of the west for the
“have nots” of the east is, in
fact, a favorite theme of the
secretary and one which he un-
doubtedly will continue to plug,
even outside the framework of
SEATO, in his efforts to make
the Philippines’ voice better
heard in this region.

The campaign will naturally
extend to the United Nations.
Old U.S. hand Serrano pins
much faith on the world organ-
ization as a ‘“safety valve”
through which disputing na-
tions can let off steam in times
of stress (i.e., during the Suez
and Hungarian crises in late
1956). He has publicly described
the U.N. as a “forum of world
opinion and . .. a moral force
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for evolving a new world order
based on justice and interna-
tional cooperation and under-
standing.”

In the United Nations, Ser-
rano would also have the Phil-
ippines become a leader among
the small member nations. Hav-
ing already won half a seat (a
one-year term) in the security
council, this country is now
pointing for membership in the
economic and social commission.
In keeping with this, it is urg-
ing expansion of various U.N.
organs (such as the security
council, the trusteeship council
and the international court of
justice) on a basis of more equi-
table geographical distribution
(more seats for Asia).

At home ,Serrano has planned
a sweeping reorganization of
the foreign affairs department
in order to handle better the
multi-pronged drive to boost
the Philippines’ international
stock. His chief complaint: too
many capable career men prefer
to serve abroad (for prestige
purposes and better pay). His
solution: create new higher-
paid, higher-ranking positions
(a second undersecretaryship,
four assistant secretaryships),
pull in top men to fill them and
send the younger officers abroad
(after intensive briefing) to
gain background and exper-
ience. There will also be a
crackdown on inefficiencies and
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misbehavior by staffers in for- rano figures the Philippines’
eign posts. latest diplomatic venture will

With A ted foreign have better chance of success.
1th a reinvigorated TOr€1gN  __ nr.nija Daily Bulletin, 58th An-

office as a nerve center, Ser- nual Edition.

Cure for Austerity

Maude: “Oh, mother, the ring of sincerity was in
his voice when he told me he loved me.”

Mother: “It should have been in his hand. A
ring in the hand is worth two in the voice.”

* ¥

At the age of 20 we don’t care what the world
thinks of us; at 30 we worry about what it is think-
ing about us; at 40 we discover that it wasn’t think-
ing of us.

L

Professor: “That’s five times this week you've
come to class unprepared. Have you anything to say
for yourself?”
Student: “Yes sir, I sure am glad that it's
Friday.”

I

“P've sacrificed everything to have you study to
be a doctor,” said the indignant father to his son,
“and what thanks do I get? Now you tell me to give
up smoking!”
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Evervbody reads ‘em

Hadl the Lowly Paperback!

T HAS been suggested that
the typical classic is an eigh-
teenth century European

novel, translated into nineteenth
century English prose and
rammed down the throats of
twentieth century American
schoolchildren as “living litera-
ture.” Obvious exceptions aside,
this is often pretty close to
the mark. But oddly enough,
classics are booming in paper
back editions.

Whether it's a fad or not,
it'’s a fact. Along with the first
discoveries of sex by melancho-
ly teenagers, last discoveries of
same by frost-bitten New Eng-
land towns, sputnik tales and
war books, people are reading
more classics. At least they’re
buying them.

Of course, classics have sold
before. Many a living room is
still ornamented by sets of
imitation-leather, gilt-emboss-
ed works of the greats, but
like other ornaments, they are
taken off the shelves to be dust-
ed. Paperbacks are different.
Handsome or horrible, they
are not bought for ornaments.
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Paperbacks are read. More-
over, they are being read not
only by the people who regular-
ly read books, but more impor-
tant, by vast numbers for whom
Gutenberg toiled in vain.

The ordinary ratio of sale
between the moderately success-
ful hardcover book and the
ordinary successful paperback
reprint is perhaps one to
twelve. But in the area of the
classics, the disparity rises
sharply. War and Peace is often
described as the best known
half-read novel in the world. But
not long ago, spurred by the
success of a motion picture,
War and Peace was for some
weeks or months the fastest
selling novel in America. It is
now presumably half-read by
millions who had never heard
of Tolstoy before.

I think the key word is “mo-
desty.” This may seem an odd
word in connection with paper-
backs, and many a hot-eyed
county prosecutor and civil
vigilante would disagree—yet
it is true. Much of the paper-
back’s success stems from the
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unpretentiousness of its nature
and display. The paperback is
casual, unsnobbish, totally unin-
timidating. It is bought like
fresh fruit from a pushcart—
the buyer browses, sniffs and
frequently squeezes the mer-
chandise. When he buys, it's
because this inspection has con-
vinced him that he would en-
joy reading the story—not that
it good for him or his status
in the community.

us simple readability re-

mains the test. And of
course, this is where the classic
ought to shine. Why does 4
book survive the years if it is
not readable? Moreover, any
number of classics were writ-
ten, not to be enshrined, but
simply to be enjoyed.

Many of the books now sub-
jected to the stuffiest exegesis
in the classroom were gobbled
up on publication by readers as
avid as last year’s Spillanatics.
Time, which sobers all things,
works especially hard on these
books, with the result that the
twentieth century reader who
finds dull the nineteenth cen-
tury English version of an
eighteenth century French no-
vel deserves a little more sym-
pathy. He may have a point.

Perhaps the publisher’s job
is to blow away the dust and
restore some of the immediacy
to these great works. I am
not suggesting that Jean Val-
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jean be turned into an FBI
agent but surely something
useful can be done, short of
sacrilege. The present evidence
of widespread interest in clas-
sics is more than a limited op-
portunity to be exploited; it is
a challenge.

This is the job to which we
are addressing ourselves, not
simply to publish the classics,
but to publish them in a trans-
lation or transliteration which
will, without violence to the
original style, make the con-
tent more meaningful to the
present day readers.

How far should a publisher
go? What liberties are allowa-
ble? How about the sticky
problem posed by abridgment?
Are all classics perfect or are
some burdened with excessive
poundage which can be deleted
without harm? Are Victor
Hugo’s lengthy side excursions
into the architecture of Notre
Dame, Tolstoy’s into the myste-
ries of the Masonic order or-
ganic or can they be dispensed
with? Is it allowable to mo-
dernize the language of Fiel-
ding, Defoe or Trollope? If at
all, how much? No one is sug-
gesting that Shakespeare be
recast into comic strip form,
but can liberties be usefully
taken? And where do they be-
come license? This is the oppor-
tunity as we see it, and the
prob]em,-—-— Adapted from Bantam
Memo.
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~=-Out of the wer

BEHIND a curving iron gate on a quiet street in the city

of Hong Kong there lives a family of dolls. Push open

the gate, step into the sunny courtyard, lift the brass knocker.

Behind this bright red door awaits the beloved Chinese rags
doll family.

The dolls smile up at you from the depths of chairs —
they smile down at you from high shelves — they tumble out
of drawers and from behind the swinging doors of deeply
carved chests. The dolls are everywhere.

And children and grownups from everywhere in the world
come to this house — pick them up, love them, carry them
away. The perfect Chinese family is there to choose from:
Mother and Father; little sister “Mei Mei;” little brother
“Di Di;” the “Amah” and the Cook.

The creator of this famous family of rag dolls is Miss Ada
Lum, and the story begins in Shanghai in 1939. As war
refugees poured into that cityy{ many of them collapsed in
Miss Lum’s garden. She pieced soft, cuddly dolls out of bits
of cloth of comfort the weary, bewildered children. Later
Miss Lum fashioned the dolls in the image of the families
resting in the garden — working long hours to obtain exact
duplicates of the hair styles, clothing and shoes worn by the
travelers.

‘When Miss Lum fled from the communists to the safe-
ty of Hong Kong in 1948, she brought her family of dolls
with her. Gradually, as their fame grew, she discovered she
had turned a hobby into a thriving cottage industry. The
300 dolls produced each month by Miss Lum —and her fel-
low-workers are sold cnly in her Hong Kong home and in the
shops of her friends in the United States, England and Sin-
gapore.

Miss Lum maintains her famed authenticity by produc-
ing the dolls in small quantities. This attention to detail has
earned the rag doll family award after award in exhibitions
held in England and America.

Chinese refugee shoemakers, tailors, and craftsmen —
working in homes and shops scattered throughout the colony
— fashior the tiny slippers of woven seagrass, the two-piece
suits of “coolie blue” the long white Amah gowns and the
miniature straw hats. And eight young refugee dollmakers
in Lum’s home stuff, stich and dress the dolls.

This is the story of the Chinese rag doll family — the
family that began in a green garden in Shanghai and is held
today in the arms of children throughout the world.
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Rural amelioration

THE BARRIOS
ARE MOVING
FORWARD

OREMOST in the list of

major projects of the ad-

munistration is the pro-
gram of rural development
based on the improvement of
homes and of the community as
a whole, including the establish-
ment of rural organizations.
Determined to establish in this
country a strong middle class,
we shall not veer from our
avowed policy of affording top
priority to the uplift of the
social and economic conditions
of our people, especially those
in the rural areas, because the
progress of the Philippines de-
pends in a large measure on
the degree of cooperation this
segment of our population
could extend to the govern-
ment in the common task of
nation-building.

The unified working program
for better family living in the
barrio may be gauged from the
Administration’s attempt to an-
swer the oft-repeated question
of what is really our program
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By Juan de G. Rodriguex
Secretary of Agriculture
and Natural Resources

in this direction. Through this
barrio development program,
we seek to improve the living
conditions of the people in the
barrios not only by means of
an effective agricultural exten-
sion work but rather through
the medium of nationwide en-
terprise where all government
agencies concerned and the bar-
rio people themselves are sup-
posed to actively participate.
And although our resources are
very limited, we are, however,
trying our level best to imple-
ment this program as long as
our meager means would per-
mit.

The main target of this pro-
gram is the uplift of the
barrio family. Every project
under this unified program is
essential to the attainment of
our goal which would ultimate-
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ly enable the rural folks to en-
joy life more fully. The scheme
aims to provide more decent
housing, adequate food and
clothing, substantial health safe-
guards, and more adequate edu-
cational facilities to the barrio
people. It also aims to develop
community consciousness and
pride, and inspire a better ap-
preciation of correct values. Qut
of these unified efforts we could
justifiably expect stable com-
munities inhabited by a popu-
lace who are doubtless peace-
ful, contented, happy, alert and
enjoying a relatively higher
standard of living. To attain
this end, it is to be desired that
all the agencies of the govern-
ment serving the rural areas
would intensify and redouble
their efforts in this direction
within the next five years.

T HE PRINCIPLE of self-help,

should, however, be made
the moving spirit behind this
program. The unified working
program should merely serve
as a guide, with the govern-
ment workers assigned to this
project striving to develop lo-
cal leadership and initiative in
order to foster a desire for n
change instead of forcing such
change. Whenever substantial
government participation is ne-
cessary to provide much-needed
facilities and public service, as-
surance is given that no effects
would be spared to carry out
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this program to a successful
end.

The overall picture on natural
resources presents an even
brighter perspective. At no time
in cur history had we ever is-
sued an average of 45,000 pa-
tents a year, which feat has been
successfully attained by the De-
partment of Agriculture and
Natural Resources, through the
mechanized equipment of the
Bureau of Lands, during the
last three years. As a result of
this remarkable achievement,
more security and contentment
have been afforded the small
landowners while at the same
time giving more encourage-
ment to the landless tenants to
acquire lands which they may
call their own.

Under the present Adminis-
tration, 162,219 land patents and
deeds have been issued com-
pared to 25,440 issued under
the previous administration.
The said number of patents
which have been issued during
the last four years since 1954
is actually greater by over
30,000 than the 130,578 patents
issued by the Bureau of Lands
during the first half of the cen-
tury from 1901 through 1953.

For the subdivision and sur-
vey of public lands, a total out-
lay of P15.5 million was pro-
vided from the General and
Special Funds and also from
bond issues during the fiscal
year 1957. For this project, the
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amount of P17.2 million has
been earmarked for the fiscal
years 1958, and P52.9 million
has been provided for the fiscal
years from 1959 to 1961. With
these appropriations, the work
of the Bureau of Lands in sur-
veying and subdividing public
agricultural lands and the even-
tual conversion of the same
from its original virgin state
into productive farms would be
greatly accelerated, not to men-
tion the speedy processing of
new applications prior to the
issuance of the corresponding
patents. It will also enable the
said Bureau to shift its method
of surveying from that of the
tape and transit method to the
novel way of aerial photogram-
metry. Should this proposal
materialize, it would enable the
government to complete the
survey of the entire Philippines
in about 15 years at approxi-
mately only half of the cost if
the same would be undertaken
through the old method which
would take about 100 years to
complete.

*

¥

OROLLARY to the work of the

Bureau of Lands in im-
plementing the policy of the
present Administration of giv-
ing “Land to the landless” is
the matter of settling deserv-
ing and needy landless farmers
in settlement projects, wherein
a six hectare farmlot is allocat-
ed to each settler-applicant to-
gether with a homelot of about
600 to 800 square meters. Since
1954 when the full implementa-
tion of the “land for the land-
less” program was initiated by
the late President Magsaysay,
18 settlement projects spread all
over the country, mostly in the
undeveloped areas of Mindanao,
have been opened up and de-
veloped and a total of 21,587
settlers with their families have
been resettled and moved away
from the highly-tenanted and
congested sectors of the coun-
try. Through this program, we
have virtually realized the
dreams of our landless but de-
serving farmers and have amply
demonstrated that, given a fair
chance and opportunity to sur-
vive, the common man, as a ca-
pital in this particular venture,
is a sound investment to make.

¥

Definition

A bachelor is a man who has a leaning toward
the fair sex, but not enough to make him fall.
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PAKIOTAN'
ARTIOTL
WORKERS

They produce fine laces

and metal crafts

WINKLING mMmirrors sur-

rounded by colorful em-

broidery, material and
shoes luxuriously embroidered
in gold and silver, paper-thin
pottery and precision rifles —
these are but a few of the my-
riad objects produced by the
skilled fingers of Pakistanis. A
nation’s handicrafts are a re-
flection of the innate skills of
the people and the readily avail-
able materials. The handicrafts
of Pakistan are as widely var-
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ied as this nation’s peoples and
the country’s terrain.

Hand-spinning and weaving
nave long been a popular cot-
tage industry in Pakistan. The
famous Dacca muslin, which un-
til the 19th century dominated
the high class cloth markets of
the world, was produced on
hand looms from yarn spun
cver hand wheels by the wo-
men of what is now East Pa-
kistan. The skill has been re-
tained and even today muslin
is being produced in East Pa-
kistan which is so fine that sev-
eral yards of the material can
be folded and put inside a
match box. Also, for centuries,
Dacca has been noted for its
fine embroidery work in gold,
silver and silk.

West Pakistan has also won
fame for its handweaving and
embroidery. Although not as
fine as the muslin woven in
Dacca, the hand loomed cloth
of West Pakistan is more dur-
able and is very popular as in-
expensive wearing apparel. The
most distinctive embroidery
specialty of West Pakistan is
the mirror work, sometimes
called “phulkari.” In this work
an exquisite design is formed
by embroidering tiny, shapely
pieces of mirror into the all-
over pattern.

From the northwest frontier
come beautiful bedspreads,
called “khes,” and finely woven
silk for turbans and lungis. This
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silk is usually in gray or dark
blue with richly worked end
pieces in bands of gold thread
or colored silk. Also, the Pa-
thans of this region have long
been noted for their special
choes, or chappals, which are
made from gold or silver em-
broidered leather.

Another handicraft of the
mountainous northwest fron-
tier is gun making. Some of
the rifles, made by hand with-
out the use of modern machin-
ery, have been favorably com-
pared with the products of the
best armament manufacturers.
In addition to gun making, ex-
pert metal craftsmen working
with gold, silver, brass, copper
and iron are found in all areas
of Pakistan.

East Pakistan is particularly
famous for its filigree work in
silver. Copper utensils are pro-
duced in many sections of the
country but it is the trays and
bowls made in Peshawar on
which famous Persian designs
are reproduced which are con-
sidered the country’s most out-
standing copper work.

Very little foreign porcelain
is now imported because excel-
lent pottery for every day use
is made in various parts of the
country. The towns of Bahawal-
rur and Multan are particular-
ly noted for their fine glazed
pottery, sometimes called paper

pottery because of its extreme
fineness and light weight.

Also from West Pakistan
come carpets and rugs. Carpets
made in Baluchistand and Mul-
tan districts and blankets made
in the northwest, where wool
from local sheep is available in
abundance, are well known.
Among the Waziri tribe on the
Bannu border a special kind of
woolen blanket is made with de-
signs in bold colors.

The Government of Pakistan
encourages the development of
these crafts. Generous loans
nave been granted by the In-
dustrial Finance Corporation
and the Refugee Rehabilitation
Corporation for this purpose.
Many showrooms and sale and
display centers have been op-
ened throughout the country as
well as abroad. A number of
training and production centers
have been opened and more
are contemplated.

Pakistan’s long and rich tra-
dition of handicrafts is today
proving economically important.
As this country makes its tran-
sition from an agrarian to a
modern, semi-industrial econo-
my, the handicraft or cottage
industries which require a min-
imum of equipment continue to
provide wide employment as
well as much-needed foreign ex-
change. — Free World.

¥ % %
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Historical Notes
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Lirst Christians [n Cebu

T HE SPANISH expedition under the command of Don Mi-
guel Lopez de Legaspi which reached Cebu on April
27, 1565 found the place under the rule of the powerful
chieftain Tupas, whom the ill-fated Magellan had befriend-
ed shortly before he was killed on Mactan island by Chief
Lapulapu. Chief Tupas and the members of his household
were still pagans, but Legaspi, assisted by Father Urdaneta,
not only eventually won the friendship of the chief but suc-
ceeded in converting him and the members of his family and
over four hundred indios to Christianity.

“Chief Tupas,” relates the priest-historian Fr. Gaspar de
San Agustin, “was baptized on Sunday morning, March 21,
1567, at the advanced age of sixty years, and the padrino
(god-father) was Legaspi himself. The Christian name
given to the new convert was Felipe which was adopted
from Fhilip II who was the king of Spain at that time.

“On the same day, together with several hundreds of
Tupas’ subjects or sakops, was also baptized the Christian’s
25-year-old son who received the Christian name of Carlos.
The godfather was Don Juan de Salcedo.”

Another historian, Fr. Juan Medina, narrates: “The first
Christian baptism in the Philippines was the christening of
one of the young nieces of Chief Tupas who was given the
name Isabel. Father Urdaneta himself officiated. The ce-
remony was well attended and the distinguished godfather
was Legaspi who was then newly authorized governor of
Sugbu or Cebu. Isabel who was the first Filipino convert
to Christianity, was later married to one of Legaspi's of-
ficers, Maestre Andres Calafate.”

According to Fray Medina, the marriage of Isabel and
Andres Calafate was the first nuptial to be solemnized in
the islands. “The wedding was held in an improvised cha-
pel built of bamboo, nipa and wood. The crowd was so big
that only the Spaniards and the members of the Tupas
household could be accommodated. The rest remained with-
out under the sun, and behaved like true Christians. . . .
Chief Tupas feasted the Spaniards and the members of his
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family to their hearts’ content.” It is told that the bride
“wcre bright-colored sandals_and a simple ‘wedding gown”
and that the groom was “in full military uniform, befitting
his rank.”

Through royal decree, the first converts to the Christian
religion were exempted from all taxes by Governor Legaspi,
and as a sign of his appreciation, King Philip II of Spain
sent the following message inscribed on a bronze plate to
the native or indios:

“Madrid A. R. de Espana, 1574. A los hijos, de San
Nicolas: Tomad, hijos del Pueblo, este vivo recuerdo de los
beneficios que habeis hecho por ayudar la expedicion de
Magallanes y de Legaspi a conquistar las demas. Cuidad y
guardad este tronco para que sus descendientes gozaran del
privilegio de no pagar tributo. El Rey S. M. Felipe II’.

The “tronco” was long preserved in the ancient convent
in San Nicolas District, Cebu City, but was stolen during
the insurrection and said to have been thrown into the sea.

C I R 3

Heat and Tail

T HE length of a mouse’s tail can be changed by

rearing it in a “tropical” atmosphere, an Egypt-

ian veterinarian reported in the British scientific
journal, Nature.

High temperature cause longer tails and at the
same time retard the growth of the mice, M.A. EI-R.
Ashoub of the University of Cairo, reported.

Mice were separated into two groups at wean-
ing time. One group was raised in a temperature of
50 degrees Fahrenheit. The second was transferred
to a warmer environment of 92 degrees Fahrenheit.

After four weeks in the hot room, all the mice
were weighed and the length of the tail measured
from its tip to the point where the hair on the body
ended.

The mice reared in the cold grew normally,
weighing in at two-thirds of an ounce. The tail length
was about two and three-quarter inches. The mice
reared in 92-degree heat weighed only half an ounce
and had tails three and one-eighth inches long.

The tail change apparently was caused by the
need to increase or decrease the body surface area
to speed either heat loss or heat conservation.
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Badly
Wanted:

SCIENTISTS

The Philippines is desperately in need of them

ment is engaged in a

nation - wide talent
search. The result of this search
can be decisive for the future
of the Philippines. The aim of
this search is to look tor poten-
tial scientists among the mil-
lions of Filipino school child-
ren. Once they have been iden-
tified, the government proposes
to give financial help for .their
education.

This talent search is one of
the aspects of a science pro-
gram recently announced by
President Garcia. It is a con-
tinuing one to be conducted
every year by the Science Foun-

RIGHT Now the govern-
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By Mitron Paniqui

dation of the Philippines in co-
operation with the Board of Na-
tional Education.

The entire teaching force of
the country has been mobilized
for this purpose. No barrio in
the country will be overlooked.

The science program of the
government was motivated by
the recognition that national
progress rests on science and
technology. A belated inventory
of our intellectual resources
revealed to the government that
our country lacks scientists.
Meeting the problem squarely,
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the government announced that
it will build its corps of scien-
tists from the school children
of the country.

Manpower is one of the most
important resources of a coun-
try. But crude manpower, like
untapped mines, is worth prac-
tically nothing. The transforma-
tion of crude manpower to
skilled manpower can be done
through education and training.
The education for science pro-
gram of the government can
very well transform our coun-
try’s crude manpower.

The talent search is the res-
ponsibility of the Department
of Education although the schol-
arship funds will be supplied by
the sponsoring organization —
the Science Foundation of the
Philippines.

HE PROGRAM covers all

schools in the country both
private and public. It was ini-
tiated for the school year 1957-
1958. The first group of science
scholars will start their train-
ing this month. These scholars
have passed a battery of exam-
inations administered by the
science teachers of the country
ranging from the classroom to
the division level. The scholars
are awarded free tuition and
books and a monthly allowance
of P120 “for the entire period
that they are preparing them-
selves for a career in science in
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an accredited high school and
or university.”

The scholar agrees to special-
ize in any one of the physical
or biological sciences or in the
teaching of science. Once he
falls below the minimum stand-
ard set by the foundation, all
the benefits can be withdrawn.

Each public school division
is entitled to two candidates —
one for the secondary and the
other for college scholarship.
On this basis, 80 science schol-
ars could be discovered annual-
ly. The number of scholarships,
however, will have to depend
on the amount of money that
the Foundation can distribute
every year.

The first step toward discov-
ering scientific talent among
school children is the formation
of science clubs. All teachers
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have been asked to encourage
and help the organization of
these clubs. It is believed that
such organizations will attract
the science-inclined.

The outstanding students are
observed by the teacher and
eventually isolated for special
instruction. If the student dis-
plays more than average merit,
the teacher may nominate him.
He is then subjected to a series
of examinations administered
by screening committees on the
municipal, provincial and divi-
sion level. The Division Super-
intendent of Schools, assisted
by a screening committee, se-
lects the finalists and recom-
mends the winners to a national
screening committee constituted
by the Science Foundation.

HE PROMOTION of science in

the country was started by
President Magsaysay in 1954.
Under his encouragement, the
National Science Foundation
was created and endowed with
funds for research. Curricular
reforms were also started to
put the emphasis of education
on science.

It was Dr. Frank Co Tui, how-
ever, who really promoted sci-
ence in the country on a big
scale. Dr. Co Tui was a grad-
uate of the college of medicine
of the University of the Philip-
pines. He was invited to the
country by President Magsay-
say.
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During his short stay here he
campaigned against the neglect
of science by bo’l. the govern-
ment and public. He addressed
organizations, talked to leaders,
educators and laymen. His cam-
paign renewed interest in sci-
ence and the country’s scientists
rallied behind Co Tui.

Together, they organized the
Science Foundation of the Phil-
ippines which has a charter
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from Congress. Later, he set
up a counterpart foundation in
the United States to help raise
funds for the Philippine body.

The interest in science re-
ceived further impetus when
President Garcia expressed his
determination to mobilize the
scientific resources of the coun-
try for increased production. It
is the President’s belief that na-
tional poverty can be alleviated
by science.

But when the President asked
for an inventory of our scien-
tific resources, it was revealed
to him that the Philippines has
only 1,600 scientists in all fields.
This figure is way below the
necessary number to insure the
continuity of technological pro-
gress in our country. To equal
the United States, the Philip-
pines needs at least 100,000 very
productive scientists. Russia, for
instance, is graduating from her
schools an average of 1,500,000
scientists and technologists an-
nually.

The emphasis on science is
one of the long-range programs
of the government toward even-
tual industrialization and eco-
nomic autarchy.

The development of the coun-
try’s corps of scientists is a long
and demanding process. Dr.
Vannebar Bush in a report to
President Franklin Roosevelt
said:
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“The training of scientists is
a long and expensive process.
Studies clearly show that there
are talented individuals in ev-
ery part of the population, but
with few exceptions, those with-
out means of buying higher
education go without it. If abi-
lity, and not circumstances of
family fortune, determines who
shall receive higher cducation
in science, then we shall be as-
sured of constantly improving
quality at every level of scien-
tific activity. The government
should provide a reasonable
number of undergraduate schol-
arships and graduate fellow-
ships in order to develop scien-
tific talent in American youth.
The plans should be designed
to attract into science only that
proportion of youthful talent
appropriate to the needs of sci-
ence in relation to the other
needs of the nation for higher
abilities.”

These recommendations were
immediately put into effect in
an effort to catch up with the
scientific development in Rus-
sia.

Our science talent program
is basically similar to Dr. Bush’s
general principles. If carried
out successfully, our country
may yet develop the scientific
talent that we acutely need.

*
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Fection

EMMA BLEw the horn
¢ twice and when the
driver failed to appear,
she stumped her way out of the
car and noisily entered the very
quiet living room. She went di-
rectly to her room, hurled her
books to a corner, and flung
herself on the bed. She covered
her face with both hands, and
gave a shrill, prolonged sound
as if she was in great pain.
She kicked against the wall and
pounded on the mattress with
clenched fist. But this rendered
her dissatisfied for her hands
dug into its softness and it was,
therefore, soundless.

This infuriated her more for
her main purpose was to make
her mother hear her. She wanted
to make as much noise as pos-
sible. Furiously, she got up. She
pulled the only chair in the room
towards her and pushed it hard
against the wall, causing a gap-
ing tear on the new, rose-pink
wall paper. She looked around,
and seeing the vase on top of
her locker, she grabbed it and
snatched the flowers from its
mouth. Then one by one, she
destroyed the flowers. First, she
tore at the petals. Then the
leaves. Then the stems. Drop-
ping these on the flood, she
crushed them to smaller pieces
with her shoed feet and she spat
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on them disdainfully. She reach-
ed out for a piece of purple car-
tolina and carefully covered the
crushed flowers. Seeing to it
that every piece was tucked
under the covering, she placed
a heavy piece of glass on top,
so that the wind, or anything
for that matter, could not lib-
erate the remains of the des-
troyed flowers. She hated their
kind, these violet Bachelor’s
Button.

Triumphantly, she went back
to bed. Then she remembered
she was angry with somebody.
She threw herself once more
across the bed and gave out the
shrillest sound she could pos-
sibly make. Of course, Mrs. Es-
trelia, who was busy dusting an
old picture in the master’s bed-
room, heard her. She hurriedly
left her work and proceeded to
her daughter’s room. She sensed
something was amiss. She
tapped at the door, and when
nobody answered her she gent-
ly pushed the door open. The
sight before her proved her
daughter was again having one
of her ‘tantrums.’ Gemma was
curled in the bed like a kitten
and her newly-pressed uniform
was a complete mess.

The mother patiently picked
up the thrown books, tidied the
table which was slimy and odor-

45



ous because of the spilled wa-
ter from the vase, and gathered
the sticky candy wrappers she
found under the bed. She spread
out the damp towels she found
under the dresser. While doing
all of these she kept wondering
why her daughter at such an
age still acted the way she did.
She was fourteen and it was
humiliating for her to be act-
ing that way. Once she attempt-
ed to talk to her daughter about
the foolish “tantrums” but
when Gemma bawled out and
declared she wished she'd die,
the mother stopped then and
there, and pleaded Gemma not
to talk that way. Gemma was
all they have got and losing
her would mean great sorrow
for the father and herself. Ac-
tually, Gemma was not an only
child. In fact, there were 12
of them, but one by one the
rest died. Some died at birth;
some died because of accidents;
still others died of sickness.
Therefore, it was no wonder
when they got used to having
Gemma have her way — always:
they wanted to please her.
The mother sat on the edge
of the bed and racked her mind
as to how to ‘“do it” this time.
After a moment, she cautiously
took hold of her daughter’s arm
and cautiously brushed the hair
away from her forehead. Bend-
ing low, she kissed Gemma on
the forehead. It was wet, not
with tears but with perspira-
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tion. Ste patted caressingly her
daughter’s back but the act did
not seem to take effect for the
crying became shriller, and the
kicking, stronger. She rolled
away from her mother to the
other side of the bed.

“What is it you want, dear?
the mother asked gently. Gem-
ma did not answer. ‘“Come, baby,
tell your mother about it. She
will understand. And if she can,
then surely she'll give you what
you want,” The terms seemed
effective for the girl turned
away from the wall and faced
her mother. But she did not
talk. She stared at her mother
with rebellious eyes and pouted
her thin, pale lips. The mother
once more prodded her to teli
her what the matter was, all
the while solicitously wiping
away perspiration and imagin-
ary tears. “Take your time, dear,
When you are ready tell Mommy
about it,” encouraged the mo.
ther.

Gemma heaved a deep sigh
and started talking. (It was
strange how she could master
to speak out straight when just
a while ago she was crying
hard, or so she tried to make
the mother believe.)

“I was all set to go,” she said.
“I was in the car. I stayed there
for about five minutes. I blew
the horn twice but Fabian did
not appear.”

“But it is still early, dear. Do
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you know that you are two
hours earlier today?”

“Yes, but those people should
get it clear that they are here
to wait on us, not we to wait
on them. They should be ready
anytime we need them,” she de-

clared haughtily. “Don’t you
think so, Mommy?”

“Why ... 1 ...er, I guess
s0,” her mother answered her
tamely. “By the way, dear, why
are you early today?”

“Well,” she said, “my friends
and I agreed to go somewhere
before the first period and 1
told them that they are to meet
me at the rotonda.”

“What time are you supposed
to meet?”

“A good thirty minutes ago,”
she answered looking at her
wrist watch.

“Won’t you keep the appoint-
ment?” the mother asked anx-
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iously. “You could stiii catch
up with them if you hurry.”

“Oh sure,” she answered in-
differently. “They will be there
all right waiting for me,” she
continued confidently.

“Why don’t you hurry then?”

“How shall 1 go there, by
bus?” she asked sarcastically.

“Of course, use the car, dear.”

“Goodness, Mom . .. you
know how I hate that old lazy-
bones. He is too slow and old
fashioned, and . . . and how he
exasperates me when he keeps
reminding me of how to do this
and that. You could imagine
how I feel when he starts do-
ing this in front of my friends.
The nerve of him!~

“What’'s wrong about that,
Gemma? After all, he is old
and more experienced than
you.”

“O yeah,” she threw back sar-
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castically. “Imagine a mere driv-
er of ours giving me reminders
of doing things. Mommy,” she
said with finality, *“I have had
enough of this old man. I'll
never ride that car again un-
less a more responsible and less
assuming driver takes over.”

Silence.

“All right, Gemma,” consent-
ed the mother. “It shall be as
you please. But please, ride with
him this morning and act as if
nothing happened. Tonight your
father and 1 will talk it over.”
The mother spoke sadly.

“Thanks, Mom,"” she an-
swered gleefully. “I knew you
would give me what [ want.”

She got up from bed and
dressed up. She pulled out a
new uniform from her pile of
dresses and donned it. She
combed her hair meticulously,
and as she powdered her face,
dust of powder flew about the
place and after a few minutes
spots of white could be seen
once again on the furniture
which the mother, just a while
ago, patiently dusted. When
she was ready, her mother
kissed her fondly on the cheek
and reminded her to take care
of herself. Just before she real-
ly. left, she turned to her mo-
ther and said, “Please put some
new flowers in the vase. I think
our orchids are in bloom. How
about putting a blossom here?
You know how I love orchids.”
With these words, she left.
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Long after the impatient
steps of Gemma died away, the
mother was still in the room.
She sat on the bed and stared
into space. She knew that of
all their daughter’s whims, this
latest one was the worst, for it
involved somebody who was
dearly loved by both her hus-
band and herself. They owed so
much to the old man. He was
with the family even long be-
fore the birth of Gemma. And
as far as loyalty was concerned,
his was unquestionable as prov-
en by an incident which hap-
pened during the Japanese oc-
cupation.

Before the landing of the
Japanese, he was already a driv-
er to Atty. Estrella. So that
when the Japanese invaded the
place and maltreated the peo-
ple, especially the professionals,
it was but natural for him to
ask his master and his family
to go with him to his home bar-
rio. The Estrellas accepted the
offer. One night, when they
were barely a month in the
barrio, a group of Japanese sol-
diers forced themselves into the
house of Fabian. Fabian met
them in the sala and when they
questioned him about the Es-
trellas, he denied knowing their
whereabouts. This firm denial
angered the Japanese for they
were informed that the Estrellas
were in the wery house, hiding.
They, the Estrellas, who were
then in the rice granary cov-
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ered with old, jute sacks and
nearly worn-out bamboo bas-
kets, heard everything that
transpired. When the Japanese
has left, they found Fabian
bleeding and unconscious™. . .
During those times, too, when
Atty. Estrella could not get any
clients. they had to depend
solely on the driver and his re-
sour:2s for subsistence. When
the situation was better, the
Estrellas moved back to town,
and Fabian went and stayed
with them since then.

Now because of their daugh-
ter’s caprice he had to be dis-
missed. It would be unjust to
turn him away when he is old
and weak, but as he displeased
their only living child so it shall
be — he should be sent away.
They would send him some-
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where, perhaps to some rela-
tives and they will give him
monthly pension the rest of his
days. But Mrs. Estrella knew
the old man would not like to
receive money which he did not
earn . . . She was all confused

. Nevertheless, she decided
to resign herself to whatever
the husband will decide that
evening. Thus, she went on with
her work.

Gemma, upon seeing Fabian
dozing at the wheel, went round
the car and shouted right in-
to the ear of the old man. He
jumped, and Gemma, suppress-
ing a giggle, got into the car
and directed him curtly. When
they got into the rotonda, there
were other cars parked and as
Gemma’s car pulled up, high-
pitched voices hailed her. They
told her they have been wait-
ing there for almost an hour
and a half, and Gemma asked
them if there was anything
wrong if they waited for her.
They quickly answered, of
course there was nothing
wrong. She smiled triumphant-
ly and she bade them drive
after her in their respective
cars for it was useless to go
downtown, they’d better attend
classes. The rest followed her
ovediently, and as their cars
pulled up in front of the build-
ing, their schoolmates were
lined up on their way to the
chapel and not long afterwards
their joint voices singing a clos-
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ing hymn reached the mother
principal who was busy mak-
ing the morning rounds. This
informed her they were almost
finished so she hurried to her
usual place at the head of the
stairs.

Very soon, the girls emerged
from the chapel. The mother
principal surveyed them one by
one. Most of the girls were
modestly looking down, as if
closely examining the ground
they irod; some nevertheless,
held their heads high looking
ahead of them, unmindful of
the girls behind them who kept
on touching them, perhaps to
make them turn behind.

The group moved slowly, and
as they neared her, the mother
principal became furious to no-
tice that some of them still
persisted to report to school
with incomplete uniform when
just the other day she made
it clear before the whole body
that heavy punishment would
be imposed on anybodv who
hroke the rules on uniforms.
She stood by her place and ~ach
student that passed was closely
examined. Some failed to wear
their neckties others failed to
wear socks. She made these
girls fall out of line and they
meekly did as they were told,
and they huddled in one corner
waiting their punishment. When

¥

50

it came to Gemma’s turn, the
mother principal was surprised
to see her wear high-heeled
shoes. Of course, this infuriated
her. She thought it a disgrace.
She asked Gemma to fall out
of line. She did fall out but
instead of joining the rest, she
stood beside the mother prin-
cipal readying herself to talk
her way out as soon as every-
body was checked.

When the last girl had march-
ed into the room, Gemma be-
gan the “operation.” She tried
to convince the mother prin-
cipal that she really could not
wear anything, but what she
was wearing for according to
her, her uniform-shoes were des-
troyed, and their driver was
behaving rather ‘“queerly”
hence, she could not go down-
town to get herself a new pair.
She almost whined in her beg-
ging. Nevertheless, the mother
principal simply looked at her
and asked her whether she was
present in the assembly the day
before yesterday. When she said
yes, the mother principal re-
plied that she, therefore, did
not have to repeat what she
said before. The mother prin-
cipal turned towards the two
other girls.

Gemma was ignored. She
bowed her head and wiped her
first real tears.

*
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INTELLIGENCE
AND
DELINQUENCY

HE STUDY of the relation-
Tship of intelligence and
delinquency began with

the early 19th century neo-clas-
sical criminal justice doctrine
that since crime was a rational
choice of conduct, mental defec-
tives in common with infants
and the insane were not legal-
ly responsible for their actions.
The application of the early
crude intelligence tests to sam-
plings of institutionalized of-
fenders in prisons, reformato-
ries and juvenile training
schools and the finding that a
very large proportion of those
tested could be diagnosed as
mental deficients, led to the
single-factor theory of mental
deficiency as the greatest cause
of delinquent conduct. The bio-
logical concept of the mental
defective as a moral idiot or a
Mendelian criminal type preced-
ed in historical sequence the
bio-social view of the mentally
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Is there a connection?

By Harry M. Shulman

deficient offender as being un-
able to forsee the consequen-
ces of his action and therefore
cannot be deterred by the threat
of punishment or as being sug-
gestible and thus respond to
criminal leadership or example.

Today, the concept that men-
tal deficiency is necessarily a
product of a tainted heredity is
no longer accepted as wholly
true. Nor is the concept any
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longer accepted that mental de-
ficients must necessarily be be-
havior risks. Together with the
awareness that mental deficien-
cy occurs in all levels of the
population, it has been discov-
ered that under proper condi-
tions of child rearing and sup-
ervision, the mental defective
may become a docile and obe-
dient personality, with useful
occupational potentialities.

PERHAPS contrary trend of

thought is seen, however,
in the growth in many Amer-
iean jurisdictions, of the prac-
tice of voluntary sterilization
of defective delinquents, and in
the spread of legislation author-
izing this practice.

Recent examinations have
tended to a reduction in the pro-
portion of alleged mental de-
fect among juvenile delin-
quents, in part as a result of
newer tests having a higher
mental age “ceiling,” that per-
mitted the testing of more sup-
erior individuals, in part the
greater skill of examiners and

the use of more etfective tech-
niques for achieving motivation
~and to the extension ct tesis
to a broader sampling of juve-
nile delinquents, the non-com-
mitted as well as the commit-
ted cases.

Since the publication of Go-
ring’s study on the English con-
vict, there has been an interest
in the relation of intelligence
and type of offense. Forgery
and fraud have been associated
with higher levels of intelli-
gence and crimes of violence
with lower levels. Findings of
this type, based on adult samp-
lings, have little significance
for juvenile delinquency

However certain relationships
between type of juvenile offense
and intelligence level have been
traced by Merrill, who found
intelligence positively correlat-
ed with forgery, lack of parent-
al control and malicious mis-
chief; and negatively correlated
with sex offenses, truancy and
vagrancy. Stealing was found
to have no significant relation
to intelligence,
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oKN LEvy made the observa-
tion that bright children
tend toward personality prob-
lems and dull children toward
conduct disorders. Among more
than 700 children with IQ’s
above 80 referred to a child
guidance clinics, personality
problems increased with IQ
from 25 to 53 percent, and con-
duct problems decreased from
32 to 12 percent.
Difference in childhood rear-
ing may be the answer to the

¥

¥

fact that offense of lower clas-
ses tend to assault and theft
while those of middle classes,
to fraud. Davis and Havighurst
found that middle class fami-
lies tend to rear their children
more rigidly than do lower-class
families. The lower-class child
may behave as though the so-
cial order has many loopholes
and a few restrictions, and the
middle-class child as though so-
ciety has few loopholes and
many restrictions.

¥

Do You Know?

Can birds count?

Why do walruses have such big tusks?
Walruses use their tusks (they can be two feet

long) to dig up clams from the ocean bottom. The
animals crack the clam shells with their teeth and
swallow the contents whole.

'y

What fish has four eyes?

None. But there’s a fish named anableps dowei
that has two large, protruding eyes — each separat-
ed by a strip of skin which divides the vision into
two planes. So. as the fish swims along close to the
surface, it is able to see both above and below the wa-
ter at the same time.

%

Is the bald eagle really bal?
....No. The white-headed sea-eagle, which is also
called the bald eagle, has a completely feather head.
It probably got its name from the fact that these feat-
hers are white. The bird is found in the national em-
blem of the United States.

*
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Pint-sized furv

Sergeant York of the Philiptines

EAMON S. Subejano, the lit-
tle boy from Lucena, Ilo-
ilo, who went to America in
search of adventure and fame
in the late 20’s and who became
a World War II hero in early
40’s, is the soldier’s soldier.
The “one man army from the
Philippines” who was credited
with having picked off no less
than 400 Germans in the war
against Nazis while he fought
as a sniper with General George
Patton’s illustrious 3rd Army,
is believed to have been the
only Filipino to fight on Euro-
pean soil during World War II.
Ramon’s claims to fame are
so numerous that they almost
defy description. He was wound-
ed four times, and received am-
ong other medals, the Silver
Star, the Purple Heart with
three clusters, the Bronze Star
with two clusters, five Battle
Stars, as well as decorations and
medals from the governments
of Belgium, France and Hol-
land.
When he returned to New
York Ci:y Mayor Vincent R.
Impellitteri as chairman of the
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By J. P. Ramos

Philippine War Veterans. The
only survivor of Company A,
358th Infantry, 90th Division,
Subejano received every cita-
tion except the Congressional
Medal of Honor.

Only fiv: feet, two inches tall
and weighing a mere 120
pounds, Subejano was a “bun-
dle of dynamite of World Wa>
I1.” '
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He Would Visit Manila

: HEN President Garcia comes to the United States

in June for his state visit, among the Filipinos who

will welcome him is a slight man whose apperance belies

his war exploits in the European theatre of war which in-
cluded 400 Germans whom he killed as a sniper.

Sgt. Raymundo Subejano of Iloilo has expressed a
wish to see the President during the latter’s state visit in
W ashington.

Subejano said he would go to the Philippines in time
for this year’s July 4 celebration, symbolic of the demo-
cracy “I fought for during the last war.”

Subejano received a telegram. from the late President
Magsaysay inviting him for a short visit to the Philippines
and to award him the Legicn of Honor medal and a Bronze
Star for his heroism which has been recognized by the
US government.

He said he would go to the Philippines if President
Garcia would renew Magsaysay’s invitation to receive his
award. He also expressed his desire to see President Gar-
cia during the latter’s visit to Washington this month.

Subejano plans to spend a few days in Manila affer
which he will visit his relatives in Iloilo. From there, he
will call on his brothers and sisters in Mindanao. He was
the only Filipino who served with the US Army in Europe
during the Secord World War. He saw action in five
major battles, — J.V. Saez

Enlisting in the service Dec-
ember 29, 1942, in New York
City, he was sent overseas with
the 358th Infantry of the 90th
Division which became part of
Gen. Patton’s Third Army in
European battles.

Believed to be the only Phil-
ippine native to fight on Euro-
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pean soil in World War 1I, Su-
bejano rose from private to ser-
geant as he distinguished him-
self in the battle of Metz on
the Moselle River.

Serving with Company A of
the 358th regiment, his 94 bud-
dies were killed in the battle.
But Subejano as a scout and
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sniper survived the battle. Be-
sides killing many Germans, he
also captured scores more.

Subejano has many war de-
corations — his medals nearly
outweigh him.

Now drawing 100 per cent
disability pay as a result of his
wounds and arthritis which has
gnarled his hands and causes
him to walk with a cane. He
was discharged on Oct. 20, 1945,
but re-enlisted five days later.
He was separated finally at Val-
ley Forge General Hospital,
Phoenixville, Pa.,, on March 8,
1948.

Subejano related how he had
captured German pillboxes.

“l slung my rifle over my
shoulder, took two hand gre-
nades, pulled the pins but held
the levers down,” he said, “and
walked into the pillboxes.”
(Once the safety pin is removed,
an American grenade will ex-
plode several seconds after the
lever is released). “The Ger-
mans thought I was giving my-
self up. Once inside the pillbox
I demanded they surrender. In
one pillbox there were thirty

German rifles trained on me.
But if they shot me my hands
would relax, the grenades would
explode and they would be
killed. So they surrendered.”

Subejano is unmarried and
has no relatives in the United
States.

Subejano was btorn in Luce-
na, Iloilo, in 1903, to Eleno Su-
bejano and Vicenta Simpao. His
father died before World War
I, while his mother died in 1953
in Basilan City where she lived
with her two children, Lucia
and Honorio.

Ramon went to school in San-
ta Barbara elementary school
and Iloilo provincial high school
which he quit after finishing
the second year high. He left
for Manila where he worked in
the house of Miss Mary Polley,
then superintendent of Philip-
pine Normal School and author
of Philippine geography.

In 1927, Subejano sailed for
the United States where he
worked in factories and auto-
mobile shops until he volun-
teered to fight in World War II.

F % %

Anti-Bores

T wo German engineers, Pietsch and Manfred,
have perfected a transistor radio no larger than

a shirt button.
ear,

where it is invisible.

It has no wires, and is worn in the

Wonderful invention

against windbags: you can pretend to listen to their
nonsense while enjoying a concert in complete peace!
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who claim to have “been there,” if they are only ama-

teurs at envisioning or non-cultivators of memory, often
lack proper credentials of proof. If Lieutenant Colonel Whit-
comb’s wartime experiences are already in their second print-
ing, this is less a tribute to his writing than to the imagina-
tive collaboration of his readers who have busily filled in the
blanks left by the book. No one will deny the natural li-
mitations of biography, so seldom can one man know any
other, in life or in literature, with the intimacy of under-
standing. But autobiography, such as Escape from Corregi-
dor, released from these constrictions has an obligation to at-
tempt reenactment of the inner man, the full event. That
Whitcomb hardly scratches his own surface must be due ei-
ther to a kind of manly modesty (but this is unlikely, since
he has chosen to write of himself and has supported the her-
oic image of that self with an introduction by Marine general,
and more subtle devices such-as excerpts from Eleanor Roose-
velt’s column and occasional name-dropping) or to amateu-
rishness on his part as observer-recorder of events.

Rather than place the burden of collaboration on every
reader, Whitcomb would have done well, at the start, to have
consulted a professional. His military career offers usable, and
even at times spectacular, material. As a navigator he parti-
cipated, in 1941, in the first mass flight of B-17’s, from Califor-

go DIFFICULT is the ingathering of truth that even those

* Edgar D. Whitcomb, Escape from Corregidor (Henry Regnery Co.: Chicago, 1958).
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nia to Clark Field, just in time to watch them be destroyed
on the ground by the Japanese. Receiving neither orders to dis-
perse their planes nor to mount an attack on Formosa, they
waited, unwilling victims, for the rain of terror from inferior
pilots and craft. Having withdrawn to Cabcaben Field in Ba-
taan, the air crew survivors began rifle practice for the first
time. After “Dugout Doug” MacArthur slipped south to Aus-
tralia and the Japanese continued to bomb those who raised
white flags on Bataan, Whitcomb escaped the Death March on
a power-launch to Corregidor.

Jqs AT Singapore, the island’s disappearing guns and mine

fields guarded only the China Sea entrance. Whitcomb
and a handful of Philippine Scouts held the southeast sec-
tor against invasion with an antique British 75. News of
Doolittle’s bombing of Tokyo only made them wonder why
the siege of Manila couldn’t be lifted. When Wainwright sur-
rendered, life in a concentration camp made clear that “Japa-
nese Law is International Law.” Finally, in May of 1942, Whit-
comb and Marine Bill Harris swam for eight hours, to cross
the North Channel. All along the route to Subic Bay, across
the hills of Bataan, they lived on cashew and bananas, and
the gifts of friendly Filipinos. At last they took a banca
down to Balayan Bay where they rested under the protection
of Don Sixto Lopez until a better boat could be provided.
Harris and two American latecomers left Whitcomb behind
when the latter refused to sail by dangerous day; but luckily
he joined two mining engineers from Baguio who defended his
assumed identity as Robert Johnson, son of Lepanto’s super-
intendent, when Filipinos on the far side of Tayabas Bay sur-
rendered them to the Japanese. No longer in uniform, Whit-
comb could have been shot as a spy.

In August 1942, he was imprisoned in Ft. Santiago with
McCullough Dick and Roy C. Bennett of the Daily Bulletin and
endured savage questioning because he could not reproduce
the map of Lusud, until by luck he was temporarily placed
in the same cell as the mining engineers. Then all three were
sent to Sto. Tomas where he could not help resenting the
relative ease of some inmates’ confinement. They were clean-
shaven and well fed, and received daily packages from former
servants. However, Whitcomb did not question his own con-
tinuing good luck: in September, on application he was ship-
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ped, with Life reporter Carl Mydans, to Shanghai, “Paris of the
Orient,” where for a long time he was free to wander the
streets, fed and dressed by the American Association, his al-
leged malaria prevented from recurring by the use of salvar-
san. Even when finally placed in a camp, he managed to stay
with Mydans and his doctor, and had a pleasant job as lab as-
sistant. The only thing that could move him to tears was re-
ference to his being a deserter. He longed for return to action
(in the remote skies).

In Sept. 1943, repatriated as a civilian on the Gripsholm,
he was at first prevented from re-entering the Asian Theater
of Operations (lest the Japanese make the further escape of
soldiers impossible by discontinuing all exchanges) and ferried
planes, instead, across the Atlantic; until Mydans finally help-
ed him reach Leyte, in May of 1945. When the atom bomb
fell on Hiroshima, Whitcomb was enjoying the full circle his
life had taken, in Okinawa.

SUCH A career, stated in a thousand-word citation, has a

kind of suggestive power useful to writers of fiction
who know how to recreate a full body of fact by the ad-
dition of blood and brains. (They Came to Cordura, a re-
cent novel about the Mexican punitive expeditions, provides
proper example.) But Whitcomb’s career stretches thin over
200 pages, strangely unreal because unrealized. Where is.the
person to whom every career must occur? The book has all
the literary distance of a bad biography. Consequently it is
sometimes comic, in effect. That character, Whitcomb, is pre-
sented as a gullible, glamorous “fly-boy,” gradually dropped by
stages down to earth; one who, protesting his commonplace
qualities, slyly believes in his own heroism — though his one
truly exceptional act, the stormy swimming of the North Chan-
nel, cannot stand comparison with the incredible bravery of
known guerrillas, for example, or even of anonymous civilians
who never became colonels or congressmen (despite his bitter
envy of “lucky” civilians, Whitcomb was far luckier than
most); a man whose memoirs snatch at every famous name
that ever breathed on him in passing; one who has been so
careless of the texture of event that over and over, he mis-
pells words necessary to the authenticity of his report: “baloot”
(supposedly eggs buried several months); Mindanao with a
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tilde over the “a”; “baliso” (“balisong’”); “banco” (‘“banca”);
“Walla” (“wala”’); Emanuel Quezon, “Le Panto,” “tao poo,”
and so on.

Presumably, this semi-comic figure, stumbling into muck
and coming up with rubies, was not the one that Whitcomb
intended to make emerge. But in that need for presumption
lies the book’s failure.

Hindu Marriage

NCIENT and time-honored traditions mark the Hindu marriage

ceremonies in the vast land of India. Even though modern
ways are now interwoven with the centuries-old ritual, the basic
ceremony remrains the same.

In a quiet residential section of the great city of Calcutta
the bright music of a brass band is heard. People gather to
watch the slow-moving procession that is taking the bridegroom
to the home of his bethrothed where the festivities will be held.
The young man is wearing the towering Hindu ceremonial head-
gear, the “Topar,” and is arrayed in handsome robes. Several
markings have been applied to his forehead, checks and wrists.

Similar markings dot the forehead of the waiting bride-to-be,
Her silken sari, lavishly ornamented by fine needlework, covers
her hair and frames her face in shimmering folds. The sound
of music heralds the groom’s arrival; he joins his bethrothed,
and the ceremony begins.

The climax of this Hindu marriage ritual is reached when
the bride makes seven rounds around the groom, thus symbolizing
the merging of the two souls for a lifetime. Garlands are ex-
changed twice during the ceremony, followed by the “Subhadristi”
ritual in which the head of the couple are covered with a sym-
bolic cloth.

A circle is formred by the young couple, the bride’s father
and the priest. As the holy prayers of the mantras are chanted,
the priest joins the hands of this man and woman in marriage.

Farewell ceremonies are conducted the following day, observ-
ing the departure of the new bride from her father’s house—and
the beginning of a new life at the side of her husband.
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Literary Personality — XLI*

Minow Drouet: gu“e& the Cittle

So bitter so young

INOU DROUET, 10-year-old French poet, lives in a world
of words which, she says, follow each other like rain-
drops beating on her bedroom-window. But the ques-

tion all over France is: Does this rainstorm of words devolve
directly from Minou or from her foster mother, Mlle. Claude
Drouet, a former schoolteacher.

Two years ago Minou created a literary sensation with the
publication of her first poems. They had neither rhyme nor
rhythm, like most modern French poetry, but stunned critics
by their maturity and a certain underlying bitterness. Just
when the argument had divided France into two literary camps,
Minou announced that she had stopped writing poetry. In-
stead, she is working on a novel to be called The Reptiles of
Light.

“It will be about a girl who is blind and knows more sec-
rets than anyone else in the village”’—strange words from a
blonde little girl in a blue ribbon, and a blue dress with white
stars designed by herself? The title of the book, Minou ex-
plained, pertains to the little blind girl. “You see, her fingers
are like reptiles, her reptiles of light. She was the world
through them.”

If the novel is even remotely autobiographical it goes back
a long way, even for a 10-year-old. Minou had failing sight
at the age of 8 months when she was adopted by Mlle. Drouet
a spinster, after her parents had been lost at sea. Physicians
at first thought blindness inevitable. But surgery restored
her sight to normalcy.

Minou does not go to school; teachers come to the house.
She reads science books and takes correspondence courses. Her
friends are the rain, the wind and the clouds: “I play foot-

* An exclusive Panorama feature.
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ball with them.” But she has no playmates. ‘I do not need
children. 1 do not need dolls. Dolls are dead.”

Two years ago Minou went to the French Society of Au-
thors, Composers and Music Publishers to win recognition as
a poet. They asked her to write a poem, then and there, on
either of two subjects. She stunned them with her picture of
“the Paris sky”:

I feel you so near, so heavy,

So open like a field of war
Tufted with blood-colored glass
That 1 feel

I don’t know why

My whole body resting on you...

ER publisher Rene Julliard was swamped with material
from precocious poets and novelists all over Europe.
She remains his greatest discovery, for besides poems
and novels, she also composes her own pieces for piano
and guitar, and says she has written 18 songs and an ope-
retta about herself. She also designs her own clothes and
made the final decision on the pastel decor of her own bed-
room, which faces a grim courtyard. There are several por-
traits of Minou about the walls, a number of figurines scat-
tered about, but a big teddy bear and a stuffed dog are the
only real indications that a child lives there.
Her only pet is a parakeet named Billou. “I like soli-
tude,” she says; “I like rain that beats against the windows.
I like gray skies. Happiness for me is work.”

Double Program at the Boulevard T heater:

I ACCUSE
THE FEMALE ANIMAL
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MORE MONEY, LEso EDUGATION

An expert analyses the ills of our school system and
observes that poor teaching, not politics, is the
cause of postwar deterioration of
standards

By Pedro T. Orata

HEN abroad and speaking

to or writing for an in-

ternational audience, 1
take great pride in pointing
out that “the percentage of the
national income devoted to zdu-
cation was 38 in 1951...” as
compared to only a fraction in
the majority of countries the
world over. There should be
no washing of dirty linen in
public. But among ourselves
and speaking honestly, 1 find
it difficult to defend this very
high percentage, considering
that the schools, to be effective,
must depend upon the other ser-
vices of the government, such
as health, welfare, security, ag-
riculture, and others. I believe
that it would not do for the
schools to have the lion’s share
of the national budget if its
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having it would result in the
neglect of these services. For,
the teachers, in their teaching
and demonstration of the prin-
ciples of hygiene and sanita-
tion, may be highly successful
in the classroom and school
grounds, but their effort will
result in naught if the com-
munity and the homes are lack-
ing in facilities and provision
for the practice of health ha-
bits.

What are the facts about
school expenditures? First, let
us consider the world situation.
What percentage of the total
national budget is earmarked
for education in the different
countries? The 1956 Interna-
tional Yearbook of Education
gives the figures which are sum-
marized below.

63



HIS IS one set of facts. Let

us consider another. In 1913,
the budget for education,
$6,758,891, was 13.31 per cent
of the total national budget of
$50,790,293. In 1955 the school
budget rose to P188,579,040,
which was more than 31 times
that of 1913, whereas the total
national outlay of $668,269,859,
was only a little more than 13
times that of 1913.

Then again, the per-pupil
cost of public education rose
from P22.73 in 1920 to P41.18
in 1953, and the corresponding
per capita cost, from P1.84 to
P7.31. Meanwhile the total
school enrollment (in public
schools only) increased from
621,030 in 1913-14 to 4,153,364
in 1949-50, thus multiplying
about 7 times.

Against all these facts is the
decline in the buying value of
the Philippine peso, on one
hand, and the per capita income
of the Filipino people which is
less than P150 at the present
time compared with less than
P100 before the war. Then, al-
so, it must be added that in
spite of the poverty of the
country the ratio of school en-
rollment to the total popula-
tion is 1 to 5 which is below
that of only one country, name-
ly, the United States.

All these and other facts—
economic, social, and otherwise
—show that the truth of the
matter posed by the title of

4

this article is not simple and
unambiguous. All that can be
said is that the Congress and
President of the Philippines
have been most liberal and con-
siderate in their allotment of
funds for public education, and
that it would. not seem right
to demand still more until the
economic and financial condi-
tions of the country improve to
such an extent that the other
services of the government will
not suffer as a result of fur-
ther increase in the funds for
public education.

HE CHALLENGE, in fact, is

for the educational authori-
ties and the teachers to spend
the huge sum for education
more wisely, and to show better
results. As a Bulletin editorial
writer not long ago pointed out,
“when public education is re-
garded critically and hopeless-
ly the standard defense is lack
of funds. Unquestionably we
do lack funds, but we have not
made the best use of the funds
available.” As to results, the
same writer is equally critical
and, it must be admitted. equal-
ly justified in his indictment
of the schools. He said:

“We have never ‘thought big
enough’ about our school prob-
lems. Our aims have been
wrong. Our administration has
been faulty and wasteful. We
have produced square pegs for
round holes. We have neglected
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the thorough teaching of fun-
damentals and concentrated on
treating every child as a po-
tential college graduate...Edu-
cation that is supposed to pro-
vide social competence and pre-
pare for life in a community
does nothing of the sort. It stim-

ulates if anything, hunger for
something called a college dip-
loma, suposed to be the key to
success in life. Too often it
leads to parental sacrifice, a
shoddy higher education, dis-
appointment, discontent and
failure.”

tion.
luctance.

of mass promotion.”
situation, they say.

sisting on mass promotion.

Arriero

Mass Promotion. Mass Evil

EVERY time that the school year is nearing its end, the teachers
in the field are obsessed by the problem of whether they

will have 1009 promotion in their classes or they will have to
flunk the dull and undeserving pupils.
district supervisor and principal of the policy of “mass promotion”
formulated by the school system. There should be 1009 promo-
And so, she will promote her undeserving pupils with re-

There are dissenting opinions about the Philippine Public
Schools’ policy of “mass promotion” in the elementary grades.
Those against the policy contend that the undeserving and unfit
in many classes must be flunked because they are “slowing down
the educational process to a point approaching a stand-still,”
and “the appalling decline in potential leaders in our country to-
day has been made possible by our educational systemrs policy
The system must be blamed for this tragic

What valid reasons can justify the public school system in
advocating the policy of mass promotion if mass promotion is un-
warranted, illogical and absurd, as most teachers in the field say?
To some extent, the policy, is obnoxious, but it is not illogical.
For some obvious reasons, the school system feels justified in in-

Some 50 pesos or more is appropriated by our government
every year for every elementary school pupil.
school child who is flunked and retained in the grade, the govern-
ment will have to appropriate another 50 pesos when that child
reenrolls and repeats the course the next year.
throughout the country (there are an estimated 140 thousand ele.
mentary classes), there is one pupil retained in the grade, by the
ensuing school year the government will have to appropriate some
7 million pesos (140,000 pupils at 50 pesos each).— Albino V.

She is remrinded by her

Thus, for every

If, in every class
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I said, the challenge is not
to those that provide money for
the schools but for those who
spend it. The decline in educa-
tional quality in recent years
seems to be in inverse propor-
tion to the increase in =duca-
tional expenditures, considered
nationally—in gross or on per-
centage or per capita basis—or
globally.

We used to blame it all on
the infamous Educational Act
of 1940, but now that most pri-
mary classes are on full-day
basis any continued or further
decline in school achievement
must be accounted for differ-
ently. With improvement in the
quality of teacher preparation
as a result of making the nor-
mal course four instead of two
years in duration, there should
be corresponding improvement
in the quality of instruction be-
ing provided. That this is not
the case, at all, makes one won-
der what could be the real
causes of the continued inferior
quality of education in public
schools. I suspect that the
causes are “inside” more than
“outside,” meaning in classroom
teaching itself. Teachers may
be better prepared, but for lack
of incentive, leadership, super-
vision, or of proper orientation
in educational values, they are
teaching less effectively than
their counterparts many years
ago who had less than high
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school education and without
professional training at all.

I went to school in my home
town under such teachers. We
studied our lessons at night and
before and after classes. We
kept notebooks which we prized
very highly. Our work in all
subjects was corrected by the
teachers, and we rectified our
mistakes. In high school later,
we woke up at dawn to study,
took our cots to the beach in
Lingayen, under the coconuts,
in the afternoon to study our
lessons, and we reviewed past
work constantly. There was a
notebook for every subject and
I recall one occasion when 1
felt I had lost all my knowledge
of history because someone
borrowed my notebook and lost
it. It was a calamity then to
be without a record of assign-
ments, readings, and corrected
written work.

HAT Is it like now? It is

true that in high school
there are more subjects, but
what is the value of carrying
more but studying and learn-
ing less? With the introduction
of objective tests before the
war plus the habit of indiffer-
ence to academic standards as
a result of the Japanese occu-
pation (when it was virtuous
to disregard standards that
were imposed), we seem to have
today the worst combination of
inappropriate examination and
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evaluation of results of zduca-
tion and ineffective teaching
methods which produce verita-
ble semi-literate graduates in
school and college.

I recall the work that super-
visors and superintendents and
principals, as well, did during
the thirties. In Sorsogon and
Isabela we had demonstration
classes under master teachers,
who were observed for periods
of three to four weeks by teach-
ers from all over the division
—they came in bunches of
twenty or thirty at a time. Very
careful preparation was made
before their coming. District
supervisors observed their
classes for a week in order to
diagnose carefully their (teach-
ers’) difficulties and to record
the same in Form 178 (later
sent to the principal and teach-
ers of the demonstration cen-
tre for study so that they could
prepare the demonstration les-
sons accordingly).

During the period of demon-
stration, observing teachers
studied and prepared type les-
sons in the evening, criticized
the methods used in class, and
prepared better plans. Later on,
they were again observed by
their supervisors who noted
any improvement made (and
commended it) and any persis-
tent difficulties (which were
later the subject of further ob-
servation in the demonstration
centre). There were standards
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then for supervisors and su-
perintendents to follow, and
they were careful to observe
them.

Tests were given regularly,
in class under the teacher, in
the district by the supervisor,
in the whole division by the
superintendent, and in the
whole country by the General
Office supervisors. The tests
were corrected and formed the
basis of remedial measures.
Promotion was on the basis of
actual accomplishment.

The situation now is differ-
ent, not just different but very
bad indeed. There are too many
so-called workshops, which are
veritable talk-shops, in which
principals and supervisors talk
a great deal but do little to
plan for better supervision. Su-
pervisors do not visit classes
as their predecessors used to,
who stayed whole periods and
during the whole day—starting
at the opening and leaving af-
ter an hour of teachers’ meet-
ing after school. There is too
much time spent for so-called
public relations, and too much
talk about integration and per-
sonal dynamics, whatever these
mean, and too little time given
to actual supervision and none
at all to demonstration.

O WONDER teachers do not
teach anymore—no one
seems interested in the results
of their teaching, so why should
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they care? Generally, here is
how teachers “‘teach’” nowadays.
They start with two songs, be-
fore they divide the class into
two sections. To one section
the teacher assigns ‘“‘seat work,”
and she or he recites the other.

This is the way it goes in
the reciting class. The teacher
distributes a set of supplemen-
tary readers to the class. She
says: “Open to page 63. Read
the story.” After five minutes
(or whatever the set standard
is for the story), the teacher
orders the pupils to close their
books, draws the curtain over
the blackboard where ten true-
false statements appear. The
pupils indicate “yes” or “no”
after the numbers on their pa-
per corresponding to the num-
bering on the board, and in
a few moments it is all over.
“How many got 10 right?” 9,
8, 7, etc.” The teacher says:
“Open your book to page 8°5.
Answer the odd-numbered prob-
lems.” She then goes to the oth-
er class to repeat the same op-
eration. After two hours of
this kind of routine oxercise,
the bell rings. When the pupils
reach home, they throw their
books wherever they can find
a place for them and do not
pick them up again until the
following morning. Meanwhile
the papers used in class are
utilized for kindling or toilet
paper.

Many teachers nowadays re-

68

ceive from PI50 to P200 a
month for going through the
motions perfunctorily morning
and afternoon five days a week,
bored stiff and boring, whereas
their counterparts years ago
were paid only P40 or less to
do a solid job of teaching which
they thoroughly enjoyed. Yes,
indeed, we now pay a lot more
for much less education!

There is nothing I would like
better than for someone to
show me that I am mistaken or
have exaggerated my remarks.
But, it is not enough to claim
better work by mere statement.
I should like to see actual re-
sults in terms of what the pu-
pils are learning and not in
terms of what the teachers are
supposed to be teaching them.
It would be foolish for me to
suggest that academic standards
alone should be emphasized.

Nowadays we have a better
philosophy of education than
years ago. We are supposed to
be educating for life, not just
for preparation for life. We re-
gard as important both the
learning of the skills and their
application to life. Learning
for learning’s sake is taboo,
and rightly so, but learning is
important for the simple rea-
son that one cannot apply that
which he does not know. Teach-
ers are supposed to be com-
munity leaders as well , but they
still must teach.

Whatever the philosophy of
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education is, whatever the stan-
dards of teaching and learning,
whatever the criteria are for
good teaching, which may be
excellent on paper, achieve-
ment must still be measured
in terms of actual performance,
and each child must be judged
on his own merit and not on
the basis of his position in the
normal curve—which would be
normal even if the achievement
of the pupils (in terms of right
or wrong knowledge—12 plus
3 equals 15 not 14, taking not
tekking, etc.) behaviour, atti-
tude, etc. were very much be-
low standard or near zero or
even minus.

ow, 1 would expect some

people to be happy over
all this, particularly the own-
ers of some of our private
schools who, in fact, have the
habit of justifying their much
lower standards by calling at-
tention to the fact that public
schools are no better. If many
public schools are as I have pic-
tured, some private schools are
a lot worse. For the owners
of such schools to justify their
continued existence on the
ground that diploma mills are
not confined to their kind is
to right one wrong by another
wrong.

The only consolation over
this rather dark picture is that
it cannot be much darker. Pa-
rents are beginning to awaken
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and to realize the mistake of
thinking that so long as their
children are accommodated it
does not matter what or how
little they are learning. When
talking to my colleagues in the
office 1 call attention to the
fact that as a people we go in-
to all kinds and levels of sa-
crifices—selling our last piece
of land aor carabao and subsist-
ing on rice and salt—in order
that our children can go to
school. In talking among our-
selves, I am not so sure that
this is not one reason for the
very low state of our education.
I wish we were more discrimin-
ating and more intolerant of
bad teaching, but we are not,
we are served with the standard
that we tolerate.

The fact is that everybody
I have talked with asked me
what 1 think about the deterio-
rating educational standards.
Just the other night at a party
at the Philippine Embassy a
graduate of the University of
the Philippines was complain-
ing that he could not be ad-
mitted as accredited student in
the Sorbonne; he admitted that
even in the state university
standards have declined a great
deal since the last war. Every-
body is talking about low stan-
dards of education but, like the
weather, nobody seems to want
to lift a finger to do something
about it. I make one exception,
as far as I know. When Direc-
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tor Aldana was in Paris a few
months ago, he described his
plan to improve educational
standards which seemed to be
well taken indeed. I was great-
ly disappointed when, later on,
I was informed that there was
considerable opposition among
his men to his point of view.
This was what one of them
wrote to me:

“You know, in his address to
the Superintendents’ Conven-
tion in Baguio this year, Di-
rector Aldana said many things
which were good, if they could
be carried out. We told him
that if he went ahead with his
plan he would find himself
without a job in no time. I
tell you, the politicians would
not let him do what he wants
done.” (Because superinten-
dents let politicians do what
they like with the schools).

MR. ALDANA knew of the op-

position among his own
group, but he told me he was
determined to go ahead with
his plan, “come what may.” 1
know of no other way to im-
prove standards than for all
teachers, supervisors, superin-
tendents, directors and parents
to get together and say, “No
more of this.” Congressmen and
senators are very sensitive to
public opinion, but there is no
public opinion against low edu-
cational standards. And this is
because there are no leaders
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to guide the public against low
standards. Talk about politi-
cians interfering in educational
matters—but who lets them do
so? How many would not lick
the boots of a politician to get
a better job if they think that
the politician can intervene suc-
cessfully for them? But sup-
pose we all refuse to lick any-
body’s boots no matter how
powerful he may be, what then?
The whole Congress even with
the backing of the President
cannot fire all of the teachers.

Look at the way the French
teachers are unifying. We have
always thought that the French
school system was so centraliz-
ed that everything emanates
from the Ministry of Educa-
tion in Paris. This is not so
anymore. If we are to believe
the New York Herald Tribune
—and no denial has been made
of the story which appeared in
this paper recently—this is what
happened:

“French teachers are in revolt
against a Government order to
give their pupils a special les-
son on the benefits brought
by France to Algeria. A minis-
terial circular, which was reach-
ing schoolmasters all over the
country this week, ordered them
to tell their classes of the so0-
cial, economic, and human
achievements of France in ‘our
North African departments.’...
The main union of =lementary
school teachers has already sent
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a delegation to tell the Minister
of Education they have no in-
tention of complying with the
circular.

“More serious, perhaps, is
the reaction of the Union of
Secondary  School teachers,
grouping 75 per cent of the
staffs, which has not only re-
jected the prescribed lesson but
has also told members that in
the coming week they will give
a lesson on the rights of man
(instead).”

It is this sort of awakening
that our teachers and the pa-
rents of the school children
need in order to take politics
out of the schools and eventual-
ly to raise educational stan-
dards to the level where they
should be, considering the very
large amount that the country
is paying in order to send all
children of school age to school.

*

*

B uT, | repeat, it is not politics
which is responsible for
low standards in the class-
room; it is poor teaching which
can be improved only by the
teachers themselves and by su-
pervisors doing their job of
helping and guiding them. Po-
liticians interfere because we
go to them for recommenda-
tion. We find it =asier to get
a raise in salary and position
by having them get it for us
than our deserving it through
our own effort and hard work.
Are we spending more money
for less education? I would
want nothing better than a
“No” answer to this question,
but as things are now and have
been in the last ten years or
so, the opposite seems to be
the only answer until and un-
less it can be shown otherwise.
—Philippine Journal of Education.

*

Not Their Fault!

Aunt Jerusha — “Bildad, do you know that to-
morrow will be the twenty-fifth anniversary of our

wedding?”

Uncle Bildad — “Ye don’t say so. What about

it?”

Jerusha— “I thought may be we ought to kill
them. two Rhode Island Red chickerns.”

Bildad— “How in funket can you blame them
two chickens for what happened twenty-five years

ago?”

JUNE 1958

71



How to Vrevent fives

S IMPLE measures proven to eliminate ordinary fires
at home are:

1. Crush your cigarette and cigar stubs thoroughly
before discarding them. Provide yourselves with ash-
trays. Do not smoke in bed.

2. Oil or gas and other native lamps should be
placed away from curtains and other objects that easi-
Iy catch fire. Do not put them where the wind, chil-
dren, cats, or other moving thing may topple them.
Put out the flame before going to bed.

3. Do not store any inflammable substance or any
volatile liquid in the kitchen. Cover the flammable
containers tightly.

4. Extinguish all live charcoals ar:d embers or con-
centrate them in the middle of the stove after being
through with kitchen chores. Make it a habit to in-
spect the kitchen before retiring. Most fires in the
homes occur at night.

5. Do not use gasoline or other inflammable liquid
in kindling fuel.

6. Do not heat wax, paint, or other polishing sub-
starices over open flames,

7. Keep matches and lighters away from the reach
of children.

8. Clear the corners and nooks of the house from.
rubbish, rags, and other waste materials.

9. Remove the accumulation of leaves in gutters
and other parts of the roof and wood shavings and
litters in the attic.

10. Rubbish burning should be done in the stove
or in the yard away from the house wall. Every
smouldering coal left from bonfire should be exting-
uished. Be careful that no flying embers from the
bonfire would alight on the roofs of houses.
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Panotama Quiz

One mark of an educated man is the possession of a reasonable fund of general
information. The highly specialized individual, often dubbed an ‘expert,” frequently
knows little or nothing outside his own line. Try yourself on the following questions,
then turn to the next page for the correct answers.

1. In the recently concluded Asian Games the Philippines
won, in the overall total: A. fifth place; B. first place; C. eighth
place; D. second place.

2. The extreme instability of France’s government is due
to: A. the lack of coordination between the executive and the
legislative; B. a basically weak executive; C. a weak legisla-
tive; D. a president not elected by popular vote.

3. Who edited the Philippine Revolutionary propaganda
paper, La Solidaridad? It was: A. Apolinario Mabini; B. Jose
Rizal; C. Graciano Lopez-Jaena; D. Marcelo del Pilar.

4. You don’t have to be a zoologist to know that one
of the following is alien to the group: A. whale; B. shark;
C. porpoise; D. dolphin.

5. If you order from your tailor a beige suit, you should
get one which is: A. very light brown; B. light blue; C. finely
striped; D. greenish blue.

6. The First Philippine Republic was preclaimed 60 years
ago in: A. Maloles, Bulacan; B. Biak-na-Bato; C. Kawit, Ca-
vite; D. Imus, Cavite.

7. An international exposition wherein the Philippines has
a booth is now going on in Brussels,: A. Germany; B. France;
C. Switzerland; D. Belgium.

8. Who is Peter Townsend? Is he: A. the reckless hero
of Hemingway’s earlier novels? B. boyfriend of England’s
Princess Margaret? C. Playboy actor who is one of Hollywood’s
new heart throbs? D. Prime Minister of England.

9. In economics fiduciary funds are: A. funds held in trust;
B. monies which are already obligated; C. funds receivables;
D. funds which are deposited but which earn no interest.

10. Cobalt 60 is now generally used for treating: A. leprosy;
B. some types of hear{ disease; C. some types of cancer; D. skin
disorders.
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CLENO npwbe

ARE YOU WORD WISE
ANSWERS

. boisterously gay

. to foretell or predict
to bring upon oneself
deep regret for wrongdoing
widely but unfavorably
known

gloomy

to inform

dogma or doctrine

. long and tiresome

. disturbance or fight

oPEEr WONOP

What Then?

ew

wNoMPWN -

Ny HOUOPWOWU

PANORAMA: QUIZ
ANSWERS

. second place
. a basically weak executive

Graciano Lopez-Jaena
shark (a fish)

very light brown
Kawit, Cavite
Belgium

boyfriend of England’s
Princess Margaret

. funds held in trust
. some types of cancer

To oscar Hammerstein, famous impressario, came
a dissheveled-looking person and unfolded this plan:
I will do an act on your stage that will be the
talk of the world. You can advertise it in advance
and you can charge a hundred dollars a ticket. Now
here is my proposition: If you’ll put fifty thousand
dollars in escrow for my wife, Ill go on your stage,
and in full view of your audierice, commit suicide.”
“Marvelous,” answered Hammerstien, “but what

will you do for an encore?”

¥
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In the Beginning. . .
GYNIG (a sneering faultfinder)

A fitting' origin for the present-day
cynic is the Greek word kynikos,
meaning “doglike”!

VIGAH (a deputy of minister or

parish priest)

From the Latin vicarius meaning
“substitute” comes this modern word
referring to a religious official,

MUI.AH (a tooth adapted for

grinding)

In Latin molaris means “a mill” —
an apt description, indeed, of a man’s
food grinder.
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Philippine Panorama — XLII

755 .,(/D a ’léi

HOSE WHO crave to see
the Philippines should
start with the parks.
These places are near the cen-
ters of population and one
finds there some of our more
remarkably scenic wonders.
Our parks, however, have
been neglected by the govern-
ment and if one finds them
in a rather shabby condition
one should be a little forgiving.
Some of these parks have been
deforested by squatters and
hunters have killed the fauna
that our government seeks to
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preserve. But again, in this re-
gard one should keep an open
mind and just remember the
general economic situation of
the country.

There are 39 national parks
in our country. The oldest and
one of the nearest is Makiling.
This park includes Mt. Maki-
ling, a frequent subject of folk
tales and folk songs. This moun-
tain is 3,750 feet high and it
covers part of Batangas and
Laguna. This mountain is fam-
ous for its 3,000 species of
flora.
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Makiling was made a national
park on February 23, 1933 by
Governor-General Theodor:
Roosevelt Jr. Some of its at-
tractions are hot springs and
mud springs. These springs are
said to centain radium. Ma-
kiling is frequently visited not
only by excursionists but also
by botanists dnd entomologists.

Another national park is
Roosevelt in Hermosa, Bataan.
This place is famous for its
colorful rock formations and
hot spring. It is also a game re-
fuge. Lovers of wildlife visit
this park to watch the animals
in their natural habitat.

Mount Arayat in Pampanga
is a bird and game reserve.
There is a swimming pool with-
in the reservation. The popu-
larity of this park has been
considerably reduced by rumors
that the place is still overrun
by the Huks.

A 19-hectare tract in Lib-
manan, Camarines Sur, has a
series of crystal caves and ca-
taracts. The possibility of mak-
ing this place a tourist attrac-
tion has been considerably im-
peded by the lack of decent
hotel accomodations near the
place.

The national park in Negros
Island is Mount Kanlaon, the
home of the king of thunder
in Philippine mythology. This
place boasts of hot springs, un-
usual geological formations and
waterfalls.
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Quezon Park in Quezon pro-
vince is a forest park. The for-
est covers a hill that overlooks
the Atimonan trail. This is an-
other bird and game reserve.

’T HE ATTRACTION of Sorsogon

are the Bulusan Volcano
and the beautiful forest that
other parks, Rulusan has not
covers the area around it. Like
springs, mineral water and rock
formations.

Cagayan province has the
Callao Caves, a series of caverns
traversed by deep canyons and
waterfalls. In Basey, Samar
there is a natural stonebridge
formation and around it are
waterfalls and rock formations.
This is one of the more strik-
ing of Philippine parks.

The highest mountain in the
Philippines, Mt. Apo, is the na-
tional park located on the Co-
tabato-Davao border. This place
has medicinal hot springs, game,
mountain flowers and a large
variety of flowering orchids.

In the Mountain Province, the
national park is Mount Data.
This park can be reached by
a zigzag road. The attractions
of this park are its deep ravines
and huge masses or rocks.

The hill of Biak-na-Bato was
made a park because of its
historical importance. While
there are some scenic spots,
the place looks like any other
second-growth forest.
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The most famous of our na-
tional parks is Mayon Volcano
in Albay. This volcano attracts
tourists especially during sum-
mer. The advantage of the place
is its good hotel accommoda-
tions.

Tirad Pass in the mountains
of the Ilocos region is another
historical site. Here Gregorio
del Pilar fought the rear-guard
action for the retreating troops
of General Aguinaldo.

The falls of Pagsanjan in
Laguna is another scenic spot.
This place is famous for its
rapids and of course the beau-
tiful waterfalls. However, most
tourists go to this park to shoot
the rapids in a banca.

Dapitan, Zamboanga became
a national park because it is
historically associated with Jose
Rizal. The government has made
the haunts of Rizal national
shrines and has tried to pre-
serve all that he had built in
the place.

In Alaminos, Pangasinan,
there is an unusual park—the

so-called Hundred Islands.
Aside from the beautiful scene-
ry this place attracts tourists
because of its marine life. Fish-
ermen, especially, patronize this
park.

HE BaTtaan National Park

is 31,000 hectares. It in-
cludes parts of Hermosa, Orani,
Samat, Abucay, Balanga, Pilar,
Bagac, and Moron. The claim
of this park of fame is the
bloody battle fought here by
the Americans and Filipinos
against the Japanese. This park
is filled with relics, monuments
and historical markers.

Another new historical park
is Bessang Pass in Cervantes,
Ilocos Sur. This is a high trail
which the Filipinos used to des-
troy the forces of Yamashita.

One of the smallest parks in
the country is the Quezon Me-
morial Park in Diliman Quezon
City. At present it is still bare
and the only marker are three
unfinished pylons. However,
there are plans to make this
park a botanical garden and
a repository of the Quezon re-
lics.

All in all, the thirty-nine na-
tional parks have an area of
229,000 hectares in the most
beautiful and scenic places in
the country.

It only remains for the gov-
ernment to attend to them and
make them real places of re-
creation, enjoyment and study.
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Sociology
Eyes
the

Economy

Planning isn’t enough
By Thomas R. McHale

HE MORE economists work

T on the problem of eco-
nomic development in
“underdeveloped” countries,
the more they realize their ana-
lytical tools have great limita-
tions. Development economics,
which we can roughly describe
as the economics of significant
structural change, (as differen-
tiated from welfare economics
which is distributive oriented,
or from growth economics
which is mainly concerned with
increasing magnitudes along
essentially similar structural
lines), provides fur great op-
portunity for the cultural an-
thropologists and the sociolo-
gists to make meaningful con-
tributions in both understand-
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ing and influencing the process
than it does to the orthodox
economic analyzer.

One of the major problems
involved in economic develop-
ment in a country like the Phil-
ippines is the problem of re-
orienting or in some cases com-
pletely replacing existing value
systems. The economist uses the
market mechanism to give re-
lative prices to goods and ser-
vices which have already attain-
ed a place in the social fabric
of a particular area. The eco-
nomist, however, feels ill at
ease when he is asked to work
with relative values for social
objectives which are not suscep-
tible to market pricing.

The economist can provide
the necessary analysis of mar-
ket demand for a factory’s pro-
duct; he can work out relevant
factor imputs and product out-
puts. And he can provide a
means of pricing products at
various levels of production.

UT WHAT about the factory

itself? Are factories de-
sirable objectives per se? Is
the rigidity of factory discipline
a good thing or a bad thing
and what is the criteria involv-
ed? Is hard work desirable as
an end in itself? What about
the obvious need of an indus-
trial society to operate with
a whole new set of authority
and status patterns? It is all
very easy to say that indus-
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trialization is a necessary and
desirable thing for the Philip-
pines, that hard work is a de-
sirable end in itself, and that
Filipinos should pay a lower
premium for leisure than they
do.

It is all very well to criticize
conspicuous consumption, the
great emphasis on fiesta cele-
brations and the lack of self-
initiative in the Philippines. It
is all evry well to condemn ne-
potism and family clannish-
ness. But such criticisms and
condemnations are reflective
of the acceptance of a heirar-
chy of social values which has
not been accepted by the ma-
jority of the Filipinos. By and
large, however, this is what the
economists have been asked to
do!

The main point that needs
emphasis is that Philippine eco-
nomic development at either
the macro or micro level can-
not be brought about merely by
the planning of “bright” eco-
nomists. “Bright” economists
can set up economically feasi-
ble development programs. The
economic logic of the programs
may be impeccable and the eco-
nomic wisdom might be ex-
tremely deep; yet wide gaps
invariably develop between the
plan of the “bright” economists
and reality.

In recent years Pakistan has
had the advantase of extreme-
ly intelligent and highly ima-
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ginative economic planners. The
Philippines also has not lacked
intelligent economists who have
applied themsszlves to setting up
“neat” and economically logical
economic development pro-
grams. In both cases it is now
obvious that “good” economic
planning by itself is not enough.
The “social will,” the accept-
ance of the objectives sought
as superior values and the ins-
titutional changes that are in-
variably associated with a de-
velopment program are critical
‘non-economic factors that must
be considered basic to any “zco-
nomic development” program.

N THE Philipipnes, far greater

attention to the problems of
economic development is need-
ed from the sociologists than
has been heretofore given. The
sociologist must provide a bet-
ter understanding of the social

*

*

institutional framework within
which the economist must work.
The sociologist must outline the
points of probably conflict bet-
ween the traditionalized author-
ity patterns of Philippine so-
ciety and the “demands” of an
industrial society. The sociolo-
gist must provide the economist
with an appreciation of such
characteristics of Philippine life
as the nature and extent of
family loyalties, and ‘“‘areas of
trust.” The sociologist must =x-
plore for the economist the so-
cial and occupational status
structure and the existing mo-
bility channels. In short, the s0-
ciologist must provide the cco-
nomist with a better under-
standing of the “pre-canditions”
of economic development, for-
without such an understanding,
the economist lacks an clemen-
tary frame of reference upon
which he can build.

¥

Grit Problem

MOKE-SPINNERS are being installed experimen-
tally on the tops of several large London chim-
neys in an effort to keep grit out of the teeth of East

Side residents.

The grit rises with industrial smoke. It is hits
the Iow cloud layer usually present over the valley
of the lower Thames and is blown toward and drop-
ped on the heavily-populated area behind St. Paul's
Cathedral by the prevailing southwesterly winds.
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The Story of La Salidaridad

This tighting fortnightly
was the Filipinos' greatest
propaganda weapon against Spain

HE PROPAGANDA movVe-
ment of the Philippine
Revolution was sustained
by a publication edited and
written by Filipinos in Europe.
It was called La Solidaridad.
The 10-by-12 inch fortnightly
first appeared on February 19,
1889. Its editor was Graciano
Lopez-Jaena and it was printed
in Barcelona, Spain.
In the first issue, Lopez-Jaena
stated the policy of the paper:
to work peacefully for social
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By F. M. Joson

and economic reforms, to ex-
pose the real plight of the Phil-
ippines, and to champion liber-
alism and democracy. It also
vowed to fight the Spanish per-
iodical La Politica de Espana
en Filipinas which was the
champion of Spain and the fri-
ars against the Filipinos.

The writers of the paper in-
cluded some of the most eru-
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dite Filipinos at the time. They
used pen names. Jose Rizal was
“Laon Laan” and “Dimasa-
lang”; Marcelo H. del Pilar,
“Plaridel”’; Marciano Ponce,
“Naning,” “Tikbalang” and
“Kalipulako”; Jose Ma. Panga-
niban, ‘“Jomapa”; ]J. Zulueta,
“Juan Totoo”’; Antonio Luna,
“Tagailog.”

The cause of the Philippines
attracted also some Europeans
who also wrote for the publica-
tion. Among the most famous
are Ferdinand Blumentritt, the
Austrian ethnologist and Miguel
Morayta, the former Minister
of the Spanish government.

La Solidaridad was smuggled
into the country because of the
stringent censorship laws. The
distribution was attended to by
nationalists headed by Apolina-
rio Mabini. This group also so-
licited money for the publica-
tion.

A Comite de Propaganda was
lormed by M. H. del Pilar be-
fore he left for Spain. The pur-
puse of this committée was to
keep the Filipinos in Europe in-
formed on developments in the
Philippines and to help in the
distribution of the paper:. The
Comite was headed by Deodato
Arellano, del Pilar’s brother-in-
law. This Comite also collected
money for the paper.

From February 15 to October
31, 1889, La Solidaridad was
nrinted in Barcelona. In Nov-
ember, it moved to Madrid. The
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first issue that came out from
Madrid was dated November 15,
1889. In Madrid, del Pilar as-
sumed the editorship. In the
Philippines he had edited the
Diariong Tagalog and hence he
was acquainted with the me-
chanics of propaganda.

HE FiripiNo intellectuals

gravitated to Madrid to
help del Pilar with the paper.
During these months, they had
to suffer frightful privations
because most of their money
was used for the publication.
They lived in cheap rooms, ate
cheap food and frequently went
without a bath for days.

It is said that at one time
del Pilar had to smoke cigar-
ette butts to stave off his hun-
ger. Plaridel became tubercular
but he never complained and
the publication came out reg-
ularly.

Plaridel stayed on for five
years. In that time he produced
165 essays and 166 editorials
for La Solidaridad. These pieces
have been called by a scholar
as ‘“more mature, practical and
active than Rizal’s in many in-
stances, for the criticisms were
severe but unbiased, truthful.
and eloquent.”

The publication continued un-
til 1895. Contributions started
to peter out because the sup-
porters felt that propaganda
did not accomplish anything.
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Finally Arellano wrote del Pi-
lar that he could not collect ano-
ther cent. La Solidaridad was
dead.

On November 19, 1895, its
last issue came out. “We are
persuaded,” the editorial said,
“that all sacrifices are too little
to win the rights of liberties
of a nation oppressed by slav-
ery.”

It was also at this time when
the intellectuals became con-
vinced that peaceful means

¥ ¥

could not bring about the re-
forms they sought. Del Pilar
now advocated for an armed
uprising. The nationalists in the
Philippines took it up from
there.

In February, 1896, del Pilar
wrote his family that he was
coming home to help in the re-
volution. But he was too sick
to travel. On the morning of
July 4, 1896 — just before the
start of the Philippine revolu-
tion — del Pilar died.

%

Better Citizens

4 -H, by which the club is known in the United

States, was adopted in the Philippines in 1952.
To date, 40 other nations, like the Philippines, find
in the organization a happy springboard in the deve-
lopment of rural communities.

The four H’s represent the equal training of the
Head, Heart, Hands and Health. The ultimate ob-
jective of the work is to make better citizens and
future leaders of its members. To realize this, it has
harnessed their natural talents and inclinations in
the pursuit of projects that have to do with the im-
provement of farms and homes.

These projects are all embracing: one 4-H’er
may try a hand at poultry raising this year, then
shift to piggery the next year, or choose from a wide
range of other projects: home industry, home man-
agement, field crops, vegetable gardens, foods and

nutrition, and clothing.

June 1958

83



Would man survive it?

SPACE
TRAVEL

— How Soon?

NE OF THE major prob-
O lems of space research

is survival beyond the
earth. Scientists are capable of
launching a space vehicle that
could carry a man but whether
he could survive or not still
remains unanswered.

The problem of survival in
outer space is being tackled by
space medics at four U.S.~ Air
Force and four U.S. Navy in-
stallations.

Space medicine is an out-
growth of aviation medicine.
Its problems were first exam-
ined by Major General Harry
G. Armstrong, Dr. Hubertus
Strughold and later by Colonel
John Paul Stapp. Dr. Strughold,
a German physiologist, was re-
cently appointed professor of
space medicine in the School
of Aviation Medicine at Ran-
dolph Air Force Base, Texas.
Colonel Stapp was mainly res-
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ponsible for experiments on the
amount of accelerations or
forces (for gravity) that the
body can withstand.

The frontiers of space medi-
cine were further extended by
the experiments of Lt. Col. Da-
vid Goodman Simons who spent
five hours at 102,000 feet during
the Manhigh II balloon ascent
from Crosby, Minn. last year.

Simons, who has succeeded
Stapp as Director of the Aero-
medical Field Laboratory at
Holloman in New Mexico, is di-
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rectly concerned with the prob-
lem of survival at the fringe of
outer space. In 1947, Simons
studied how monkeys were af-
fected by high altitudes by send-
ing up two to the fringes of
space in V-2 rockets. In 1952
he conducted experiments on
the effects of cosmic radiation
on animals at high altitudes.
Since then he has sent to outer
space living organisms ranging
in size and complexity from
bread mold and fruit flies to
mice and monkeys. Last Aug-
ust, Simons added himself to
the list by going up in a space
balloon.

Simons noted that outer space
is a ‘‘completely hostile envi-
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ronment that would be most un-
forgiving of errors of commis-
sion or omission.” He exper-
ienced one such accident. His
air-filtering equipment faltered
and the carbon dioxide count
rose to 4%. His breathing rate
was 44 a minute but he saw
nothing wrong and he conti-
nued reporting to earth. For-
tunately he could still respond
to orders and he turned on his
oxygen.

Experiments have been con-
ducted on the garments of the
space traveller. The space pilot
will be encased from head to
toe by a suit of many layers.
One layer will prevent the blood
from gathering in the head or
in the feet during blast-off or
re-entry. Another layer will
keep the air in constant motion
to cool the pilot and still ano-
ther layer will protect the per-
son from the deadly tempera-
tures generated by atmospheric
friction. The plastic helmet will
maintain a comfortable atmo-
spheric pressure all around his
body.

The space vehicle will be pres-
surized at about 7Y% lbs. per
sq. in. — the pressure normally
found at 18,000 ft. The artifi-
cial atmosphere will contain at
least 409 oxygen to give the
space man the same quantity
of oxygen that he would get at
sea level.

The experiments of Stapp
have disclosed that the body
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can stand travel at any rate of
speed provided it is constant.
What damages the body is a
sudden change in speed or di-
rection. The standsrd of mea-
surement for such changes is
the g which is equal to the ac-
celeration produced by the=
earth’s pull at sea level. Unpro-
tected and in normal sitting
position, the human body can
not stand more than 3% g for
more than about 15 seconds.
In a semi-reclining position, the
body can stand € g for about
4Y,minutes or as much as 12
g for 6 seconds. But during
blast-off or re-entry, speeds
change abruptly. This poses a
grave problem. The experiments
of Stapp have shown that a
man quickly recovers his abi-
lity to withstand additional g
forces. This means that between
the acceleration of each stage
of a three-stage rocket, a man
is given sufficient time to ad-
just himself. The real problem
is re-entry when deceleration
after the vehicle hits the atmo-
sphere is abrupt.

Another problem of space
travel is weightlessness. When
the vehicle is free from the
earth’s gravitational pull the
pilot experiences weightless-
ness. The slightest arm move-
ment in this state may spin him
around or hurl him against the
wall of the ship. The cardiolo-
gists foresee grave effects on
the heart and respiratory sys-
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tem under long exposure to
gravity-free situations.

The problem of nutrition in
outer space has not yet been
solved satisfactorily. So far, the
space researchers are agreed
that the space traveller will
have to content himself with
highly concentrated pastes. Eat-
ing in a gravity-free condition
is a rather exhausting process
and researchers think that a
pilot needs 3,000 to 3,400 calo-
ries a day. Drinking is still
more difficult because in a
weightless condtion, liquids be-
come extremely unmanageable.
The solution is an elastic con-
tainer with a tube for the pilot
to suck the liquid out.

A related problem to nutri-
tion is the elimination of bodily
wastes. The space pilot will have
to urinate into a pipe that will
keep the liquid down. Fecal
matter, similarly, will have to
be stored in plastic bags, de-
odorized, and put away. For
longer trips, some scientists
think that the waste matter can
be recycled for water and oxy-
gen. The pilot’s wastes will be
used as food for algae which
will convert them into some-
thing edible and at the same
time consume carbon dioxide
and produce oxygen.

The most important problem
confronting s pace medics is
cosmic radiation. No one yet
knows the exact effect of cos-
mic rays on the human body.
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The satellites that the United
States have put up recorded in-
tense radiation storms some 600
miles above the earth. Whether
the space traveller can survive
this radiation remains to be
seen.

The psychological effects of
space travel are also very in-
teresting. It has been noted that

isolation and immobility tend to
depress even a trained pilot.
Also, during conditions of ex-
treme isolation the pilot begins
to imagine all sorts of things.
One airman reported that his
indicators ‘‘showed a hippopo-
tamus smiling at me.” Another
had trouble with ‘“the little man
who kept swinging on, and
thereby obscuring, the airspeed
indicator.” The psychological
problems have to be solved.

Until these medical problems
are solved, space travel will re-
main a dream. Just recently,
Russian scientists launched a
satellite weighing 1%, tons.
Such a vehicle is big enough
to carry a man but the Rus-
sians confessed that nobody is
sure that a space pilot can re-
enter the earth’s atmosphere
and survive.

¥ ¥ ¥

Fountain of Youth?

A fter years of study, two French biologists, Mr.
Alber¢ Chauveau and Mr. Regine Rapharin,
think they have found a way to bring youth back to
old cells. They have named this process “Eniger”’
and make it with the help of sea water drawn up

from a depth of 20 meters.

It is a heavy concentration of rich oligo-elements
which, in penetrating the skin, bring new life to con-
necting sclerotic tissue after several weeks of treat-
ment. These gentlemen conclude that their discovery
gives new vigor to convalescents, strength and joy to
oldsters, and freshness to women past forty.
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BEWARE OF THESF GARDEN
By Monz lus

HILDREN and grownups as
( : well often have the hab-

it of sticking twigs or
leaves into their mouth inad-
vertently. Stomachaches and
various types of poisoning are
ascribed to food, but are in
reality due to plant toxins. A
small child recently started to
develop acute signs of poison-
ing, vomiting, cramps, stomach-
aches, and later it was discov-
ered that the child was play-
ing with kalachuchi fruits. The
amah innocently let the child
chew the seeds, and only later
tried to remove the pod.

Some of our beautiful and
Harmless looking ornamentals
are quite dangerous, and we
should at least know which are
to be avoided. As a general rule
many plants which exude a
white milk juice are better left
alone. Apocynaceae, Euphorbia-
ceae, Asclepidiaceae—all fami-
lies of plants which frequently
are characterized by a white
milk juice have numerous poi-
sonous representatives. The de-
gree of the toxic agent varies
with species, and sometimes
even forms.
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Garden hints

PLANTS!

hWteiner

Probably the most dangerous
fruit in our gardens is the green
apple-like drupe of the yellow
campanilla, Thevetia nereifolia.
It is not the large yellow bell
with broad leaves, but a small
tree or shrub with very narrow
leaves, that resemble adelfa or
oleander.

A yellow and an orange var-
iety is cultivated here; both are
known to contain a digitalis-
like substance known as theve-
tin, which is medicinal and used
as a remedy for heart diseases.
The symptoms are slow irregu-
lar pulse, then vomiting and
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severe pains. Not only the fruits
are poisonous, all parts, leaves,
stems and even the roots are
poisonous.

Adelfa or oleander with
white, cream and red flowering
varieties is widely grown also
in this country as an orna-
mental. Doctors know that the
oleander contains a dangerous
amount of poisonous substance,
which attacks chiefly the heart.
In India adelfa has been used
to commit suicide, and animals
have been poisoned eating the
leaves. In Hawaii 2a human death
was attributed to eating meat
which was cooked over an open
fire on a stick of adelfa wood.

VERY FEW people know that
our very common castor
bean plant or tangan-tangan
can be extremely harmful and
deathly. The seeds, a source of

castor-oil, contain also a tox-
albumin, called ricin, which is
completely harmless if caten
and digested. If, however,
through an open wound or
abrasion the poison is able to
enter the blood stream, serious
consequences will be the result.

This poison is said to resem-
ble snake poison in its action.
First you lose your appetite,
afterwards strong purgation
follows, later on delirium sets
in and death is usually the after-
math. Therefore do not eat cas-
tor beans as a laxative; you
might have a small sore in your
mouth through which the poi-
son might enter.

Remind your children always
to refrain from sticking leaves,
or branches or fruits into their
mouth. Sometimes they might
come upon a poisonous plant
and become violently sick.

Helpful Tot

ne of the times children should be seen and not
heard is when daddy is going through customs.
Arthur Edwin Evans brought his family back

from a trip to Switzerland. He had about finished the
customs inspection when his little girl piped up
“What about your watch, daddy?”

Evans had to pay a $560 fine.

*
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Attention: All organization heads and members!
Help gour club raise funds painlessly . . .

Join the Panorama “Fund-Raising by Subscriptions”

plan today!

The Panorama Funp-RarsiNG BY SUBSCRIPTIONS PLAN

will get you, your friends, and your relatives a year’s sub-
scription to Panorama.

The Panorama is easy to sell. It practically sells itself,
which means more money for your organization.

The terms of the Panorama Funp-Raising By Sus-
SCRIPTIONS PLAN are as follows:

(1) Any accredited organization in the Philippines can
take advantage of the Pran.

(2) The organization will use its facilities to sell sub-
scriptions to Panorama.

(3) For every subscription sold the organization will
get P1.00. The more subscriptions the organization sells,
the more money it gets.



Read -
THE MORNING JOURNAL

The only Chinese Daily Newspaper with
Editorials in English

Advertise -

THE FOOKIEN TIMES

The Leading Independent Chinese Newspaper with the
Largest Circulation in the Philippines

Tell your friends about
PANORAMA

Give them a gift subscription —

they’ll appreciate it!
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Actual Demonstration now going o1
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