PROBLEMS in the NEWS
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BY SILVINA C. LAYA

1. Secretary of State Marshall told
Congress that China and Europe need
$2,657,000,000 as American aid. $300,-
000,000 is earmarked £or loan to Chiang
Kai-shek to combat inflation—i. e,
the loan would be given China only if
Chiang Kai-shek institutes basic eco-
nomic and political reforms—presum-
ably under American supervision.

a. Why is Sec. Marshall interested

in helping China?

b. Why is there meed for political

reforms in China?
' ¢. Would this not be

na?

interfering
with the internal affairs of Chi-

2. The U. N. general assembly ap- ‘

proved a 9-nation commission to sup-

ervise the U. S. proposal to establish --

an independent Korea. The Philip-
pines is a member of the commission.
The Soviet bloc already made known
that it would boycott this Commission
and would bar it from the Soviet mili-
tary occupation zone in northern Ko-
rea.
c. Why does the Soviet bloc pro-
pose to boycott the Commission?
b._.Why does Russia intend to bar
it from its zone in Korea?
c. Is this another case of U.S.-Russia
rivalry?

3. The Soviet bloe fought for the ap- ..

plication of economic and political
sanctions against Spain. It reaffirmed
the last General Assembly resolution
calling all UN members to withdraw
their representatives from Spain.

On the other hand, Wnite Russia’s
Kiseley charged that the Philippines
had openly flouted the resolution;
that the U.S. and Great Britain help
France in power by trading with
Spain.

a. Why has Spain become c tone of
contention between Russia and
the western democracies?

b. How has the Philippines flouted
the resolution?

Should we have acted otherwise?

c. Why has the United States ab-
stained from wvoting in favor of
the resolutions against Franco?

4. Foreign Minister Molotov said that
“the atomb bomb secret has long ceas-
ed to exist” Moscow broadcasts also
took Molotov’s theme that “Russian na-
tionalism of the war years had given
way to the resurgence of communis-
tic internationalism.”

a. What may be the significance of
Russia’s possessing the atom-
bomb secret?

b. What is meant by “communistic
internationalism”? In what way
is it a menace to world peace?

c. Why is America apparently tak-
ing every victory of Russia to
mean her own defeat?

5. The Supreme Court in a 6 to 4
decision barred aliens from acquiring
residential lands when ‘it decided
against Krivenko who bought an ur-
ban lot from the Magdalena Estate,
Inc. in 1941.
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Chief Justice Moran said that deci-
sion was based on Art. XIII of the
Philippine Constitution which limits
the d.sposition and utilization of agri-
cuitural lands to Filipinos or to Fili-
pino-controlled corporations.

a. Why may urban lots be consider-

ed agriculturcl lands?

b. What dangers might have result-
ed had the decision been other-
wise?

c..Is it important that our natural
resources be reserved for genera-
tions to ccme? In what way does
this decision help essure this?

d. Why are Americans exempted
from this decision of the Supreme
Court?

6. News of election frauds and ano-
malies keep pouring m.

a. What carn be done about election

frauds and anomalies?

b. Should Malacarian wash its hands

off them?

c. How may we the people help as-

sure clean elections?

7. The Manila Chronicle’s editorial
of Nov. 16 says: “The highest mani-
festation of freedom of expression is
the freedom to oppose. Democracy
cannot thrive without opposition. As
long as men are free to think, they
will always have cause to disagree.
A nation of like-minded people or of
people who are forced to think the
same way will certainly deteriorate in-
to a dictatorship.”

a. Should we therefore encourage

opposition? Why?

b. What should be the objectives of

the present opposition?

c. Is it clways disloyalty when one

cpposes?

d. How may the minority serve as
effective check of the majority?

8. President Roxas told the Commis-

sion on Elections to discharge its duty

“horestly and withcut fear or favor”

in order to prevent election frauds.
a. What frauds, according to the mi-
nority party, have been commit-
ted?

b. If true, should they ¥e tolerated

by the party in power? :

c. Why has President Roxas fiil

faith in the integrity and honesty
of the Commissicn on Elections?

9. President Roxas told a committee
of government employees that the fi-
nances of the government do not per-
mit any appropriation for a 3-month
back pay

c. Should Government employees ex-

pect to be given back-pay? Why?

b. Is it the government’s moral obli-

gation to pay?

10. Mr. Venancio Trinidad, superin-
tendent of City Schools, Manila, satd:
“In no progressive country in the
world can we find a pattern of educa-
tion so abkreviated and so impover-
ished as ours. What they have been
trying to accomplish in the TUnited
States in elght years, using their own
language, we try to do in about three
vears, using a language not our own.”

a. Why did Mr. Trinided say that

ur educational system in the
grades is equivalent to three
vears only?

b. What have we as teachers done
about this condition of things?

c. What can we do to bring pressure
upon Congress so the Educational
Act of 1240 may be repealed?

d. Whet has the Bureau of Public
Schools and the Department of
Education done about it?

e. Are the parents aware of what
this act is doing to the quality of
education their children are re-
ceiving? :

11. Tkhe request of the Philippines

for a special 11,000 Ton flour allotment
for December was turned down.  An
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agriculture department official said:
“They (the Philippines) are inclined
to overbuy as witnessed last spring
when they revealed they possessed
100,000 tons, requiring 30,000 tons to
be sent to Japan to prevent spoil-
Vet 5 [}
a. Why was the request of the Phil-
ippines for more flour allotment
turned down?

b. Is it consistent for us to request
an increase of allotment when we
are allowed to export this commo-
dity?

12. Mr. Amando B. Isip, public rela-
tions officer of the Philippine Chamber
of Commerce, claimed that unless
higher duty be imposed cn rubber
shoes from abroad, the local manufac-
turers will be ruined.

a. What is the aim of that kind of
tariff? Does it afford effective
protection of local industry?

b. Why cen’t our local manufacturers
compete with foreign manujac-
turers like those in Hongkong?

13. According to Mr. Tarsilo Cabi-
lan of San Miguel, Leyte, the town
mayor increased the police force
without necessary funds. The teach~
ers’ aid was solicited through the
principal. They are now paying the
salery of said policemen.

a. Is this a sign of civic mindedness

or servility?

b. Should such help be asked of
teachers only?

¢. Whenever campaigns for publie
support are instituted why is the
teacher’s help always solicited?
What does this show about the
teacher’s influence on the com-
munity?

14. The ECAFE is charged primarily

with the following task:

a. “Initiate and participate in meas-
ures for facilitating concerted action
for the economic reconstruction of Asia
and the East, for raising the level of
economic activity in Asia and the Far
East and for maintaining and strength-
ening the economic relations of these
areas both among themselves and with
other countries of the world”.

b. Make or sponsor such investiga-
tions and studies of economic and tech-
nological problems and developments
within territcries of Asia and the Far
East as the Commission deems appro-
priate;

c. Undertake or sponsor dissemina-
ticn of such economic, technological
and statistical information as the Com-
mission deems appropriate.

a. Of what advantage to the Philip-
pines is the holding of the ECAFE
in Baguio?

b. What problems likely to be dis-

ssed cnd clarified are of imme-
dicte concern to the Philippines?
¢c. Would it be to our edvantage if
Baguio is madz the permangnt
seat of the ECAFE?

15. The Collector of Internal Reve-
nue by virtue of Commonwealth Act
No. 722 collected unpaid. taxes from
1941 to February, 1946 from Koppel
under protest. It was alleged that
being an American firm, its transac-
tions were stopped and its assets were
liquidated by the Japanese.

Judge Sotero Rodas of the Manila
Court ruled in upholding the Collect-
or’s right to collect the unpaid taxes,
that laws although “oppressive and ar-
bitrary” should be enforced by the
courts.

a. Should “oppressive and arbitrary™

laws be enforced? Why?

b. How may such laws be changed?

c. What role may private citizens
play in such cases?
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