ACTIVITIES OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND THEIR OFFICIALS

Minutes of the Conference of Provincial Governors and City Mayors
held in Manila, October 4, to 9, 1948

(Continued from July Number)

No. 42

WHEREAS, the City of Manila is
the Capital and Seat of the Government
of the Republic of the Philippines;

WHEREAS, by the nature of its
location, it is the hub of the commer-
cial, industrial and educational activi-
ties of the whole country;

WHEREAS, because of these activi-
ties it has to meet and tackle many
problems that involve substantial ex-
penditures of government funds; and

‘WHEREAS, the great bulk of the
income of the National Government
comes from the commercial and indus-
trial activities within the City limits;
and it is only fair that it be given sub-
stantial share of these revenues, in or
der to make it able to meet such ex-
penses as the above conditions require;

NOW THEREFORE, by the Con.

vention of Provincial Governors and -

City Mayors now assembled has

Upon motion by Mayor Manuel de la
Fuente of Manila

RESOLVED, as it hereby resolves,
to request the National Government to
allocate to the City of Manila a bigger
portion of national aid than at present
being given to it.

RESOLVED FURTHER, to forward
this resolution to the Honorable, the
Secretary of Finance, Manila, for his
information and consideration.

Carried.

No. 43

WHEREAS, conditions of peace and
order in the City of Manila and in the
provinces leave much to be desired;

WHEREAS, there is need for the
government to take concrete measures
to combat criminality and maintain
peace and order at all costs to strength-
en the faith of the people in it; and

WHEREAS, this can be accomplish-
cd without much expense to the govern-
ment although it requires special ef-
forts on the part of the chief execu-
tives and other officials;

NOW THEREFORE, in view of the
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foregoing considerations the Conference
of Provincial Governors and City Ma-
yors has

On motion by Mayor Manuel de la
Fuente of Manila

RESOLVED, as it hereby resolves,
that all Provincial Governors and City
Mayors initiate immediately the ne-
cessary steps for the formation
throughout the Philippines of Com-
munity Associations which shall assist
in and/or have the following functions:
(a) equitable distribution of essential
commodities, particularly rice; (b) fa-
cilitate census checking; (c¢) report on
suspicious individuals and otherwise
assist the police authorities in the
maintenance of peace and order; (d)
promote closer neighborhood ties
among the residents of the community;
and (e) assist in the performance of
civic functions of the government; and

RESOLVED ‘FURTHER, that ne-
cessary rules and regulations be adcpt-
ed for such associations taking into ac-
count the peculiar conditions and ecir-
cumstances dbtaining in each particu-
lar locality;

RESOLVED FINALLY, to forward.
this resolution to His Excellency, the
President of the Philippines, thru the
Honorable, the Secretary of the Inter-
ior, Manila, for their information and
consideration.

Carried.

NO. 44

WHEREAS, the amendment of Sec-
tions 2295, 2296 and 2297 of the Re:
vised Administrative Code by Repub-
lic Act No. 238 has given more auto-
nomy to the local governments in the
preparation and approval of their bud-
gets; :

WHEREAS, the provisions of Re-
oublic Act No. 238 empowers the Prov-
incial Board to decide finally on ap-
peals pertaining to municipal appro-
priations whereby it is no longer ne-
cessary to submit said appeals to the
Department of Finance and the Inter-

Page 439



ior and -‘thereby eliminating the long
delay in the settlement of the budget
problems; .

WHEREAS, from the representa-
tions made by all the heads of offices
ir the provincial government that the
present ‘procedure of adopting prov-
incial budgets and of submitting same
to the Departments of Finance and the
Interior really delays the carrying out
of governmental activities;

WHEREAS, the long dglay which
someiimes range from weeks to months
before action could be taken by the
said Departments oftentimes is tran-
slated into the imefficiency of the pub-
lic service;

NOW, THEREFORE, in view of the
foregoing considerations, the Confer-
ence of Provincial Governors and City
Mayors has

Upon motion by Governor Perfecto
Iraypon of Ilocos Sur

Resolved, as it is hereby resolved, in
this conference to request that once an
annual or supplemental budget is ap-
proved by the Frovincial Board, expen-
ditures as therein provided be at once
enforceable and not in any way delayed
or restricted by reason of its pendency
n the Departments.

RESOLVED FURTHER, to for-
ward this resolution to both Houses of
Congress, thru their respective Secret-
aries, Manila, for their information
and appropriate action.

Carried.

NO. 45

WHEREAS, the present rates of sa-
laries of provincial officials are not
commensurate with the dignity and
responsibility attached to their offices;

WHEREAS, the Provincial Gov-
ernor being the Chief Executive of the
province, his position demands the ut-
most of dignity and responsibility;

WHEREAS, by virtue of such office
and the responsibility attached there-
to, the Provincial Governor should re-
ceive the highest salary of all the prov-
incial officials;

NOW, THEREFORE, in considera-
tion of the foregoing premises, the
Conference of Provincial "Governors
and City Mayors now in convention
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has, .

Upon motion of Governor Perfecto
Faypon of Ilocos Sur, ) )

RESOLVED, as it hereby resolves,
to request His Excellency, the Pres-
ident of the Philippines, to cause the
passage of an administration bill pro-
viding for the standardization of sala-
ries of provincial officials, making the
Provincial Governor the highest paid
of such officials.

RESOLVED FURTHER, to for-
ward this resolution to His Excellen-
cy, the |President of the Philippines,
Manila, for his information and favor-
eble consideration.

Carried unanimously.-

NO. 46 -

‘WHEREAS, the Provincigl Govern-
ors and the City Mayors are thie Chief
Lxecutives of the Provinces aifd: Cities;

WHEREAS, as such €Ghief Execu-
tives they should be given certain pri-
vileges just as Members of Congress
are;

WHEREAS, Members of Congress
szre given the privilege of using low
numbers of their cars;

NOW, THEREFORE, in considera-
tion of the foregoing premises, the
Conference of Provincial Governors
and City Mayors has

Upon motion of Governor Perfecto
Faypon of Ilocos Sur

RESOLVED, as it hereby resolves,
to request the Honorable, the Secre-
tary of Public Works and Communica-
tions, Manila, to assign low number
plates to cars used by the Provincial
Governors and City Mayors.

RESOLVED FURTHER, to forward
this resolution to the Honorable, the
Secretary of Public Works and Com-
munications, Manila, for his informa-
tion and favoratle consideration.

Carried unanimously.

* NO. 47

WHEREAS, the present number of
grades in the elementary school curri-
culum does not adequately prepare the
pupils to fully cope with the school
work demanded of them in the High
School ;

WHEREAS, when the required
number of years for the elemen-
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tary course was seven .(7) instead of
the present six (6) it was found that
pupils were adequately prepared for
high school work;
" NOW, THEREFORE, in view of the
foregoing considerations, the Confer-
ence of Provincial Governors and City
Mayors has

Upon motion of Governor Perfecto
Faypon of Ilocos Sur,
RESOLVED, as it hereby resolves,
{o request the Honorable, the Secret-
ary of Education, Manila, to revise
the. present elementary school curricu-
lum. providing for the revival of the
7th grade in the elementary course.

RESOLVED FURTHER, to forward
this resolution to the Honorable, the
Secretary of Education, Manila, for
his information and- favorable consi-
deration.

Carried.

NO. 48
WHEREAS, the Members of the
Provincial Board in all the provinces
of the Philippines are still receiving
the old rates of per diems fixed in
Section 2097 of the Revised Adminis-
trative Code; '

'WHEREAS, the rate of pet diems
herein allowed to Members of the Prov-
incial Boards when actually attending
sessions of the Boards is far from suf-
ficient to meet the cost of even the
ordinary representation of their exalted
offices specially this time when the
cost of living is sky high;

WHEREAS, this is the observation
of each and every member of the Con-
ference of Provincial’ Governors and
City Mayors and as such it cannot be
further tolerated;

The Conference of Provincial Gov-
ernors and City Mayors with the fore-
going considerations carefully delibe-
rated upon,

RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved,
to petition the Congress of the Phil-
ippines, Manila, thru the Honorable,
the [President of the Senate and the
Honorable, the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, Manila, to amend
Section 2097 of the Revised Adminis-
trative Code in the sense that elective
members of the provincial boards shall
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receive a compensation to be fixed by
resolution of the Provincial Board. of
not less than fifteen pesos. nor. more
than thirty pesos for each day of .ac-
iual attendance at the sessions of .the
Board.

RESOLVED FURTHER, to forward
this resolution to-the Congress of the
Philippines, thru the Honorable, the
President of the Senate and the Hon-
orable, the Speaker of the House cf
Representatives, Manila, strongly rec-
ommending favorable consideration.

RESOLVED FINALLY, to furnish
a copy of this resolution to the Hon-
srable, the Secretary of the Interior,
Manila, for his information and ne-
ressary representations in the enact-
ment of the law herein contemplated
to be passed.

Carried.

NO. 49

WHEREAS, it has often times been
observed that foreman capataces and
laborers are imported to work in pub-
lic works projects wherein persons cap-
able of doing the work are available
in places where said projects are un-
dertaken, thereby depriving those peo-
ple from earning something for their
livelihood and for the payment of their
obligations to the government;

WHEREAS, it is just_and proper to
employ persons in places where public
works projects are executed to solve
in one way the unemployment problem
in those localities thereby affording
them financial relief;

The Conference of Provincial Gov-
ernors and City Mayors after due de-
iiberation on the matter and in order
to do social justice to the people where-
by public works projects are undertak-
en, ‘

RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolv-
ed, to earnestly request His Excellen-
¢y, the President of the 'Philippines, to
issue an Executive Order instructing
any official or officials under whose
control and supervision over public
works projects undertaken in a place
or places to employ the people living
or residing in said places as foreman,
capataces, carpenters, and laborers cap-
able of doing the work except technical
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