OPEN WINDOWS

Thorns and Roses

I don't miss to read or at least
skim over documentary, casuistic and
newsy sections and the book reviews
of the BOLETIN. But I often skip
the homilies, because there are no
such stuff as standard er all-purpose
or any-audience talks. The authors
of the homilies should make berter
use of their effort, time and space by
weiting acticles or pastoral topics such
as — Catechetics, Methods of Con.
version, The Priest vis-a-vis supersti-
tion, to speak or nmot to speak of
Canon 1098 in Remote Barrios; and
the like ad infinium.

Your book revisws read often like
the blurbs on the books' flap them.
selves. From the standpoint of your
readers, the best way of reviewing
any book is to make an objective
condznsation, though giving it a
plug in stride. And you can't egg
us on with such stale bromides as:
“No library should fail to acquire
this book™; or: *The priest should
be ashamed of himself for not having
read this book.” Only the catechism
deserves such fullsome compliments.

After  this  litele  faulc-finding,
may [ extend kudos with orchids to
the BOLETIN, for treading the safe
middle way between ultra-conserva-
tism and avant-gardism.

Fr. Benito Vargas, O.P.
Missionary at Camiguin
Babuyan Islands
P.O. Box 20, Aparri, Cagayan

Critique “Sing To the Lord”

May a footnote be added to the
Critique “Sing To The Lord” {April
1969)?

Since the pips organ and harmon-
ium should be held in high esteem
because they are traditional church
instruments, surely in the Philippines
the guitar is to be held in even higher
esteem for the same ceason. The
vast majority of churches in the
country are in barrios whece, for cen
turies, the puitar and other string
instruments have been the only
music available for liturgical fune
tions.

Only in the sxceptional areas
where pipe and reed instruments are
common does the guitar seem to be
an innovation. Throughout the great-
er part of the country it would be
an innovation and a departure from
tradition to dewngrade che guitar,
which is the traditional limurgical ins-
teument. And, as Dr. Raymundo so
well says, tradition has its permanent
values which have to be preserved.

Personally, when I first heard the
lively Spanish music of Aguinaldo
Masses, rendered with guitars and
other strings, tambourines, castanets
and even c¢ymbals, I considered it
improper for the liturgy; but that
was because 1 was unfamiliar with
Filipino culture. Subsequent familiar-
ity with the culture has taught me to
appreciate the cultural heritage of the
Philippines, strongly colored with
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Spanish influence, in which the guitar
and the litutgy have been cﬁcly
associated for a long, long time,

(Rev.) Joseph I. Stoffel, S.J.,

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine
Malaybalay, Bukidnon

SPANISH AT LAST!

Mis felicitaciones cordiales al BO-
LETIN ECLESIASTICO DE FI-
LIPINAS” por la reaparicion dz la
publicacion del lenguaje Espaiiol en
sus paginas! Y con razon. Pues, segun
la misma constitucion nueva de la
nacion:. .. Hasta que otra cosa sea

provista poe ley, el Ingles y el Es-
panol continuarin lenguajes oficia-
les...” (Const. Filipina Cap. 14,
Seccion 3.) En Ingles se dice:. ..
“Until otherwise provided by law,
English and Spanish shall continue
as official languages.” Deonde y por
quien o quienes? En Filipinas, y por
los filipinos residentes en Filipinas,
y por todos los servidores del Gobier.
no de toda Filipinas, segun la misma
Constitucion,

P. Justo de los Reyes
Bolbok Parish, Lipa City

Diocesis de Lipa



