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.  DESIRABLE GOVERNMENT

“l AM for a government rigorously frugal and simple, applying all
the possible savings of the public revenue to the discharge of the na-
tional debt; and not for a multiplication of officers and salaries
merely to make partisans, and for increasing, by every device, the
public debt, on the principle cf its being a public blessing. 1 am for
relying, for internal defense, on our militia solely, till actual invasion,
and for such a naval force only as may protect our coasts and harbors
from such depredations as we have experienced; and not for a stand-
ing army In time of peace, which may overawe the puklic sentiment;
nor for a navy, which, by its own expenses and eternal wars in
which it will implicate us, will grind us with public burdens, and sink
us under them. I am for free commerce with all nations; political con-
nections with none; and little or no diplomatic establishment. And I
am not for linking ourselves by new treaties with the quarrels of Eur-
ope, entering that field of slaughter to preserve their balance. .. The
first object of my heart is my own country.”—

—Thomas Jefferson
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