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THE THREE STARS have been lost. 

Unceremoniously. Ignominiously. 
They were lost not because we no 
longer had Anaclcto “Star" Garcia, nor 

because we no longer had “diehards” in 
the Corps. They were lost because we 
had men at the helm of the Corps 
whose passion for glamour by far sur-
passed their desire to learn anything to 
such an extent that it almost became an 
incurable mania.

Now it can be told. “How could the 
Corps learn anything when the officers 
were more concerned about rehearsing 
and rehearsing the parade and review 
than about anything else? It seemed as 
if parades were all ROTC was for!” 
Captain Aquino fumingly explained.

Three stars, which many had sweated 
it out to retain, were lost because a few 
had the “magnificent obsession” of glo-
rifying their egos through constant pa-
rades and reviews.

But if we lost the three stars last 
year, this year they are going to be 
buried. “The officers this year are not 
only glamour-seeking. Most of them are 
irreparably irresponsible. You tell them 
to do anything. They’ll bungle it.” 
Captain Aquino added.

“That’s why we have decided to re-
screen our officers. Anybody found by 
the screening committee to be ineffi-
cient, will be dropped from the Corps.”

“They have complained I don’t back 
them up in implementing discipline on 
the cadets. It is because I personally 
do not like their means of implementing 
discipline.”

“My theory has always been that 
man as a rational animal knows his du-
ties and responsibilities. My policy has 
always been in favor of persuasive ra-
ther than coercive discipline. I have 
faith in the sense of honor of man.”

“I admit the Corps is lousy. Its size 
and the limited three hours of Saturday 
drill cannot enable the three of us, Sgt. 
Modcquillo, Sgt. Papellero and myself 
to supervise everybody. To remedy this, 
we are planning to hold Sunday drill for 
one battalion by rotation. That way, al) 
three of us can concentrate all our at-
tention on everybody. I cannot count on 
my cadet officers for assistance. We 
hope Father Rector approves of the 
plan.”

“But, Sir,” we dared to raise a pro-
test, “aren’t the officers briefed every 
Saturday morning to prepare them for 
the afternoon drill?”

“Saturday briefing? Ha! That’s a 
joke. All the officers do have is sword 
drill. The Corps Commander and the 
Battalion Commanders do not even pre-
pare a schedule of instruction for these 
Saturday briefing. That’s why all they 
do is conduct sword drills.”

“How about the tactical officers?”
“We cannot rely much on them. They 

do not come here often.”
“How about the cadets, Sir? We 

heard they’re getting onionskinned now-
adays.”

“Yeah, they have become wise and 
sensitive. You pat them on the back 

and you get sued for physical injuries. 
We don’t really mind facing court ac-
tion. But then, it will cause a lot of 
adverse publicity for the school. We do 
not like that. Besides, politics is bound 
to come in too. There are just too ma-
ny politicians in the Philippines today 
for our comfort.”

With that we ended the discussion on 
the darker side of the DMST. It would 
seem now that everybody is partly to 
blame. The cadet officers, or at least 
most of them, just do not know their 
responsibilities. On the other hand, the 
cadets do not seem to realize that in 
military life the rule is: Obey first, 
before you complain.

Everybody must realize that in any 
organization, each and every member 
has a share to perform; that to the good 
of the body as a whole, individual in-
terest must be subordinate.

The Bingo bug has got into the USC 
ROTC Corps. Last August 16, the ca-
dets spent half of their supposed whole 
drill day marking Bingo cards, hop-
ing that the number would turn into 
1-250.

Meanwhile, rumors were rife that 
there is a move to abolish the Field Ar-
tillery Unit in every ROTC Corps. The 
rumors have so far been unconfirmed.

It was beauties galore at the parade 
grounds at Camp Lapulapu, Lahug last 
August 30, 1959. The occasion was the 
presentation of sponsors of the USC 
ROTC Unit at 4:00 o’clock in the after-
noon, followed by an evening parade 
and culminated by a cocktail party.

The following are some of the ca- 
dette sponsors: Miss Melinda Rubi, 
Corps Sponsor; Miss Carina Dorotheo, 
Corps Sweetheart; Miss Emma Valen-
zuela, Supreme Sword Fraternity Sweet-
heart; Miss Teresita Vergara, 1st Bat-
talion Sponsor; Miss Ruthilla Mendoza, 
2nd Battalion Sponsor; Miss Delia Hon- 
rado, 3rd Battalion Sponsor; Miss Pa- 
pelina Borja, 1st Battalion Sweetheart; 
Miss Lydia Manuel, 2nd Battalion 
Sweetheart; Miss Sonia Galan, Senior 
Sword Fraternity Sweetheart; Miss El-
ma Salvador, Junior Sword Fraternity 
Sweetheart; Miss Concepcion Cabati- 
ngan, 1st Bn. Adj. & S-3; Miss Salva- 
cion Abella, 2nd Bn. Adj. & S-3; and 
Miss Eva Regis, 3rd Bn. Adj. & S-3. j
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of it, because I learned that man, since 
the fall of Adam, has been subject to 
commission of errors and omissions. I am 
kind and forgiving too. I always ap-
ply the golden rule. If I commit any 
mistakes, I am ready and willing to for-
give my parents or my teachers (as the 
case may be). For, after all "to ear is 
human; to forgive is the vine” as Sake-
sphere, the great historian, says, jf
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The Sword Fraternity under the com*  
mand of Cdt. Col. Bendanillo decided 
to raise funds by sponsoring a Bingo 
game, the proceeds of which went for 
expenses like sponsors' pins, officers' 
balls and other social affairs.

1500 hour, 16 August 1959, was the 
D-day. The officers' Clubhouse at 
Camp Lapulapu was crowded with 
cadets.

The game was highlighted by the 
presence of our beloved Commandant, 
his wife, his daughter, Miss Leonor 
Borromeo, Corps Sponsor Matron, and 
her "Fair Maidens”.

Congratulations to the lucky win-
ners, particularly to Miss Eva Regis 
for winning fifty pesos in the "Junior 
Black-Out Bingo".

The affair was a success. We are 
deeply indebted to our Commandant 
who gave us the permission to use the 
Officers' Clubhouse and to Mrs. Aqui-
no for her management of the distri-
bution of prizes. We extend our heart-
felt thanks to you. Sir, and we hope 
we will have more of your benevo-
lence.

Orders are orders, so, we've got to 
follow them. The DMST office received 
a "love letter" from the Third Mili-
tary Area Headquarters ordering that 
cadets "must wear boots".

There's a rumor that the Field Ar-
tillery unit in this University will be 
dissolved. The FA advanced cadets 
are still hopeful that their branch of 
service will not be dropped. The truth 
is that it is exceedingly hard for these 
people to change their minds from 
howitzers to Ml's.

1500 hours. 9 August 1959, the "big 
four". Cdt. Col. Bendanillo. Cdt. Lt. 
Cols. Broiiola, Solera and Escober, re-
presented the USC ROTC unit in the 
Supreme Sword Fraternity election of 
officers held at the CIT skyroom. The 
Supreme Commandership went to USP 
while USC got the purse.

The cadet non-commissioned officers 
of the three battalions formed their res-
pective Chevron Fraternities and 
elected their officers. The purpose: 
unity, teamwork and esprit de corps.

The presentation of sponsors took 
place on 30 August 1959. An evening 
parade and review was held at the 
Camp Lapulapu drill grounds. After 
the ceremonies, the invited guests 
were treated to a cocktail party.

Cdtte. Col. Melinda Rubi is the 
Corps Sponsor this year. Cdtte. Lt. 
Col. Teresita Vergara was designated 
1st "Spearhead" Battalion sponsor; 
Cdtte. Lt. Col. Ruthilla Mendoza, 2nd 
"Spitfire" Battalion sponsor; Cdtte. 
Lt. Col. Delia Honrado, 3rd "Leather-
necks" Battalion sponsor. Cdtte. Lt. 
Col. Carina Dorotheo is the Corps 
Sweetheart.

One of the problems of the cadet 
corps this year is the lack of materials 
for instructional purposes. Everybody 
needs poopsheets. The second year 
advanced cadets would like to take 
something with them as souvenirs of 
cadet life, not only for sentimental 
reasons but also for purposes of the 
probationary training. The cadet 
corps hopes, therefore, that the people 
concerned will take note of this. j
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