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Manila
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SAN MIGUEL BREWERY, INC.
PIIILIPPINE AIR LINES
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OF THE PHILIPPINES
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BISLIG BAY LUMBER CO., INC.
INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING CORPORATION
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ATLAS CONSOLIDATED MINING
AND DEVELOPMENT (0., INC,

General Agemis For:

OCCIDENTAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. OF CALIFORNIA

COMMONWEALTH INSURANCE CO.
THE HOME INSURANCE C€O.
UNION INSURANCE SOCIETY OF CANTON, LTD.
GREAT AMERICAN INSURANCE CO.
SULZER BROS., LTD.

YOU WILL BE INTERESTED
TO KNOW—

To date, every business firm which has
engaged the Security Delivery Service for
payroll deliveries has received an average

of a
40”, REDUCTION

in insurance premiums for this type of
coverage.

You too can profit by this confidence
expressed in our Service by the insurance
industry.

CALL FOR CONFIDENTIAL SURVEY—

Ihe

SECURITY DELIVERY SERVICE
INC.

613 M. 11, Del Pilar Telephone 5-63-9¢

American Management and Methods

P45 and P48 a quintal for 4.a Cagayan; P46 and P48 a
quintal for Isabela, per “‘partida’ or lot, which includes
from l.a to 6.a; P44 a quintal for Visayas; and offers have
been made of P43 for 4.a La Union.

If weather conditions prove favorable, we believe
that next year's crop will be one of the largest since the
war and that foreign importers will feel encouraged to
place substantial orders if prices are not as high as during
the last two years. All of this is important to our local
tobacco as an important dollar-earning crop.

Virginia Tobacco. Some of the Virginia crop will be
ready as early as January, according to data gathered by
an important foreign firm which is deeply interested in the
success of locally-grown Virginia. An early crop of between
55,000,000 and 56,000,000 quintals is expected from the
Pangasinan, Ilocos, and La Union regions, and a later crop
will increase this figure considerably. Some farmers have
found difficulty in finding good Virginia seeds, but gradually
this problem is being overcome. It is still too early to
predict the future of locally grown Virginia, but this year's
results will be very important in determining the future
of a type of tobacco which until a few years ago was com-
paratively unknown here as a major crop.

Cigar and Cigarette Factories. The present un-
stabilized situation of the Chinese retailers, due to certain
new laws, has reduced the output of cigarettes of all brands,
in spite of the fact that October is generally one of the best
months of the year for the cigarette trade. Sales of cigars
are on the increase, especially the expensive types, with
the in-coming Christmas season.

Rice
By Cuaries O. Housron, Jr.
Director, Graduate School, University of Manila

N the 1st of October, the rice committee appointed
by President Magsaysay to establish a floor price for
palay, issued its report in which it recommended that

P8.50, per cavan (44 kilos), was an equitable price for the
staple to be paid to producers. Macan ordinario’s ceiling,
it recommended, should be set at 857 per ganta (with a
possible increase to 90.' upon recommendation of the PRIS-
CO within 9 months)., Effective January, 1955, price
ceilings are to be set as follows: wholesale, macan, second
class: 80¢; retail, macan, second class: 857; wholesale,
macan, first class: 857 ; retail, macan, first class: 907; whole-
sale, elonelon or raminad: 954 retail, elonelon or raminad:
P1.00; wholesale, wagwag, P1.05; retail, wagwag: P1.10.
All these prices are considerably below levels which have
prevailed during the past four months.

In addition, the committee defined the functions of
various governmental agencies connected in one way or
another with the rice industry as follows: (1) The ACCFA
is to serve as a purchasing agent for the NARIC; (2) NARIC
will provide warehouse facilities for rice storage for those
farmers' cooperative marketing associations affiliated with
the ACCFA, until such a time as the latter agency is able
to establish its own warehouses, and will also purchase
palay at the newly-established floor prices from these
cooperatives; (3) PRISCO will act as the distributing
agency for the NARIC in all provinces; (4) Municipal
treasurers (and, or their deputies) will act as agents for the
NARIC, and will act as disbursing agents in localities in
which the NARIC cannot operate, provided there are
bonded warehouses there; (5) the Constabulary will act
in cooperation with other authorities in enforcing ceiling
prices and handle the security of warehouses.!

It is immediately apparent, I believe, that this sug-
gested program is little improvement over former similar
“‘solutions”. The NARIC will still continue to exist as a
heavy drain on national wealth, confusion will scon be-

1Cf. The Manila Bulletin, Vol, 160, No, | {October 1, 1953}, p. 7-p.
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come apparent over definition of “agents”, as between the
ACCFA and the municipal treasurers, PRISCO will assume
the functions of the NARIC in distributing rice, the success
of the program in areas in which the NARIC does not
operate will depend upon the existence of bonded ware- P ASIG RIVER BODEG As
houses (highly unlikely under the situation at present),

the Constabulary will act as enforcer (the previous func-
tion of PRISCO) and security agent, prices are set atlevels
which will be difficult to maintain in the face of any contin-
gent shortage, and the basic price for palay is set too low to GENERAL BONDED WAREHOUSES
be of any benefit to small producers. In other words, the
situation will remain unchanged, and confusion can be
expected to increase.

The NARIC figured in the news again, with unnamed
former officials accused (October 1), its ‘‘streamlining” X
ordered again by the President (October §5), its abolition
recommended by the DeLeon Committee (October 6),
which also suggested the creation of a‘‘Cereal Stabilization
Corporation”, “with an entirely new per.onnel”, both
recommendations being approved by the President the
following day (October 7), who also indicated he would su"THWESIERN SUGAR & MULASSES cu.
ask Secretary Tuason to take steps leading to the prosecu-
tion of individuals involved in NARIC’s anomalies, army (FAR EAST), INC,
personnel were assigned to the NARIC to study its opera-
tion, Government sources indicated that definite action
would be taken toward the creation of this new stabilization MOLASSES BUYER
corporation which would embody, an unnamed source
said, “a completely new statistical system which will enable
us to gauge more accurately. .. actual rice needs and pro-
duction capacity...?

However, the NARIC continued to operate throughout .
the month, with characteristic inefficiency, and amid 145 Muelle de Binondo Tel. 2-63-10
charges of collusion in foreign rice purchases, poor stocks,
cornering of NARIC rice by retailers, crooked weights and
measures used by “alien middlemen' to cheat the public,
price-setting by the same, and the usual charges aired
bc]i;orc a weary public for many years, none of them publigly
substantiated by what any court would admit as reputable
evidence, and all designed apparently to draw attention Turn Hours Of Pap er Work Into

away from émbarrassing corners, Minutes This Accurate, Easy Way—

Public attention was drawn, at the end of the month,
to a proposed program to import American rice as part
of President Eisenhower's program to export America's
surplus stocks to countries in short food supply at very
low prices (U.S. Public Law 480). Exact details on how
to handle the program had not been worked out at the end
of the month, although the Government expressed definite
interest in the plan, and some again believed that a ‘‘solu-

tion'” to the rice problem had been found. Inkless
2 Ibid.. Nov. 7 (Oct. 8, 1953}, pp. 1, 11. DU PLICATOR
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foster than a copy o
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Drop In Today For A
Demonstration

T0P PERFORMANCE
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F

Too small wires, like oo small
pipes, cannot supply enough pressure
at ouclets. If your lights dim when
the refrigerator stares, if your toaster
is slow to heat, you probably need
more circuics of larger size wire.
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W replace omimoded lighting fixtures. DISTRIBUTORS
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THE ROUTE OF THE BEARS

Serving THE PHILIPPINES

JAPAN HONGKONG

U S. WEST COAST PORTS
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UNITED STATES LINES, INC.
GENERAL AGENTS

33601
PORT AREA
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{ggggg MANILA

NORTON & HARRISON COMPANY

““The Home of Better Building Materials"

Distributors of —

JACKBILT Concrete: Blocks
SCIHLAGE Modern Door Locks
CELOTEX Insulating Doard
CRANE Muambing Fixtures
KAWNEER Store Front Mouldings
ACOUSTI.CELOTEX Acoustical Board
JOIUNSMANVILLE Asphalt and TERRAFLEX Asbestos
PMustic Floor Tiles & Waterproofing
PEEMAPLY, PERMAROSE and PERMAGOLD Flywood
SARGENT Finishing Hardware
INTERWOOD Wolmunized Waterproof IPlywood
STA. CLARA LUMBER CO. Plywood & Flush Ioors
INSULAR LUMBER CO, Kiln-Dry Produrts

SYW [House Puints & Varnishes

811 Echague * Mauila . Tel: 3-34-11
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Readers of this column may remember two recom
mendations made in our July issue (pp. 278-279): the
establishment of regional distributing centers and the
creation of pricing standards for various regions within
the Philippines. This column is happy to note that at
least one of these—the latter—has been adopted by the
Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources, which
released, on October 28, pricing standards for some B0
municipalities, for the purpose of palay purchases. The
lowest was P7.00 and the highest P8.15, a cavan, with a
rather complicated, and even unfair, system for pricing
for those municipalities not included on this basic list.
(For the list, see Manila press for October 28, 1954; in the
Daily Mirror, page 11). At least it is a start in the right
direction, but small producers are still at a disadvantage
under the scale.

Mos*r prices during the month of October remained

relatively stable. In general, producers suffered a
lowering of prices for their palay, and, although there was
a subsequent drop in prices to consumers, it was still not
equitable with the loss suffered by the former. The appear-
ance of the new crop from Mindanao and the Bicol, and
the imminent release of Pakistan stocks brought about a
gradual check to the increases of previous months. For
the four weeks (September 27-October 23), in the price of
macan, first class, there was a net drop of 50¢ in market
quotations, the level for the first week being $4.20 over
the same week in 1953, and the level for the last week was
$2.50 over the same week in 1953, representing a net gain
of 1.70. Prices, same variety, a ganta, dropped at a different
level; for the first week, price was 154 over same week for
1953, and 79¢ over 1941, and for the last week, 12¢ over
same week for 1953 and 76¢ over 1941. Prices paid for
palay ordinario (a cavan) represented a loss to producers:
for the first week they stood at 2,20 over the same week
in 1953 and for the last week, P1.25 over the same week
for 1953, representing a net loss to producers of 95¢. Prices,
per ganta, for palay, for the first week were only 57 over
same period, 1953, and only 41¢ over 1941, and for the
last week, no change was registered,

I'r is quite obvious that small producers receive less pro-

portionately than large producers and distributors, and
unless the Government is able to solve this problem of a
wide spread between prices to producers and prices charged
consumers, the rice problem will increase in severity. The
“aliens”, again, are charged with culpability in this respect.
However, the true picture is enormously difficult to clarify.
On Tuesday evening, October 12, at the Manila Overseas
Press Club, the Town Hall Philippines brought together
groups and individuals interested in the problem to listen

INSURANCE

FIRE— MARINE—-CASUALTY
FIDELITY and SURETY BONDS

ATLAS ASSURANCE CO. LTD. TUE EMPLOYERS' LIADILITY
CONTINENTAL INSURANCE CO. ASSURANCE CORPORATION Lud.

LAW UNION & ROCK INSURANCE CO., LTD.
INSURANCE COMPANY OF NORTH AMERICA
FILIPINAS COMPARIA DE SEGUROS

E. E. ELSER, Inc.
GENERAL AGENTS

Tel. 3-93-58 & 3-27-72—518-520 Ayala Bidg., Manlla-ﬂnbie “ELSING"'
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to Mr. Tang Tack, Secretary General of the Federation of
Chinese Chambers of Commerce in the Philippines, who
spcke on “Rice, and the Chinese."”” In the course of his
remarks, Mr. Tang mentioned that in 1954 there were 141
licensed warehouses with a storage capacity of 758,000
sacks, of which 90 were owned by Filipinos and 51 by
Chinese (the former's capacity being 400,000 sacks, the
latter’s, 350,000). He mentioned further a report of the
Central Bank which indicated that the production of
palay for the year 1953 had been 11% over 1952 and 29%
over 1937, and he asked, “Why the rice crisis?”’ To the
Chinese, he said, the problem is one of distribution, not
production, to which many observers would agree. No
one at the meeting, including representatives of the Na-
tional Rice Producers Association, the Filipino Emancipa-
tion Movement, the Philippine Economic Independence
Movement, the Philippine Nationalization Movement, and
others, challenged the figures of Mr. Tang, although Di-
rector Chioco of the NARIC indicated his scepticism to-
ward all statistics, public and private, with the exception,
of course, of those of the NARIC. It is to be regretted,
however, that Mr. Tang was not familiar with the Chinese
participation in the rice industry, and was unable to answer
any of the three following questions: How many Chinese
rice dealers are there in the Philippines? How much rice
is handled each month in Manila by Chinese dealers (whole-
sale and retail)? What is the actual extent of the Chinese
participation in the rice market in Manila? Had these
questions been answered, and were they answered at any
time, a great deal of the fog clouding this issue might be
cleared away.

AVERAGE prices for the month were:

Macan, 1st class: P22.75. Macan, 2nd class: absent
from market. Macan, new crop {Cotabato): ¥22.50.
Thai, 1st class: ¥$20.00. Thai, 2nd class, absent from
market. Wagwag, 1st class: P26.50. Wagwag, 2nd class:
$25.25. Wagwag, Cotabato:P 23.90. Wagwag, Davao:
$22.65. Elonelon, new, Cotabato: P$22,90. Palay, or-
dinario: P10.62 (44 kilos—all the rest, 56 kilos).

Imports

By 5. SCHMELKES
Mercantile, Inc.

LL fgures are in kilos with the exception of those for
foodstuffs which are given in package units.

Commodities: September Seplember
1954 1953
Automotive (Total). . .. ... ... ... ... 2,386,649 1,436,807
Automobiles... .. 198,540 268,968
Auto Parts. . .. .. .. 102.234 377,654
Bicycles. . ... ........ .. 243 2,836
Trucks. . ....... 60,957 128,872
Truck Chassis. .. .... ... 649,315 434,217
Trucl: Parts. . .. . 281,993 24,076
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FIELD WAREHOUSING

LUZON BROKERAGE COMPANY
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3-34-31

ORIGINAL ~ DISTINGTIVE
MADE-TO-ORDER

hlpmad
s

ORIGINAL—because théy're your
yery own. ..
DISTINCTIVE—if prioted in Lhe
best of taste—here!
Again —Let’s Make Up Some
Specials for You — This Year.
Experienced crofismanship — thal
knack of gelling things done the
JSinest way!

McCullaugb

PRINTING CO.

Printing Headquarters Since 1899
A DIVISION OF PHILIPPINE EDUCATION CO.)
1104 Castillejos, Manila Telephone 3-22-51




