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PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The most obstinate percnnial prob-
lem of education in the Philippines
today is the stabilization »f the finan-
cial support of our public schools.
For the solution of this problem,
proposals are not wanting.

It is recalled that about 1en years
ago, as a result of a nationwide survey
of our education system by a Joinl
legislative Committee. that commit-
tece embodied in its report a num-
ber ol proposals calculated to place
the school system on a stable {inancial
basis.  Almost  simultancously
similar swvey was undertaken by a
UNESCO survey mission. The mis-
sion likewise found that the [unda-
mental problem of education in the
Philippines 15 how 1o stabilize the-
[tnancial support of the svstem.

To implement  ats  recommenda-
tions, the UNESCO mission sent 1o
the Philippines Dr. Gavee Morrison,
an outstandling  American authoriy
nn schaol linancing to work out o
concrete proposal [or the considera.
uon of the authorities concerned: Dr.
perintendent Fructuoso Yanson and
Dr. Pedro Guiang ,now assistant diree-
tor of the Bureau ol Public Schoals,
evolved a plan which is now known ay
the Foundaton Program. The pro-
gram was submitted 10 congress in the
form of a bill was taken upon it con-
sideration, but no action was taken
upon it. When the Board of National
Education was organized it up-dated
the Foundation Program and re-sub-
mitted it o Congress [or action, but
no acuon on any of the [oregoing pro-
posals was taken.

In 1955 the late President Magsay-
say, perturbed by the vexing peren-
nial problem, created a special com-
mittec headed by the then Secretary
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ol LEducation, Justice Pastor Endencia
ol the Supreme Court. The revort
"ol the Committee, like all the others.
seemed 1o have found i way into
the [iles [or record purposes.  And
recentlv,  former Secrctary  Manuel
L.im of the Department of Education
submilted 1o Congress another prop-
osal known as the Swibilizavon Bill,
followed by another proposal by the
mcumbent Secretary, the Honorable
Jose E. Romero.  Both propasals did
not reach [irst base,

In the last regular session ol Con-
gress it was expected that at long lust
the problem might he solved once and
for all when H. B. No. 3616 sponsored
by Congressman Manuel §. Enverga,
chairman of the Committee nu Edlu-
cation of the lower house, was calen-
dared Tor discussion on the [loor ol
the  lower  house.  Unfortanately,
however, Congress again [ollowed its
wsual course of yvacillation and ina-
action. It adjouracd without taking,
any action on the bhill.

There can hardly be any doabi
that, when it comes 1o the probicm
ol school linancing, there is a por-
petual motion but, unluckily, there is
cqually a perpetaal inaction, For one
reason or amother, the authorities con-
cerned shy awav Irom the prohlem.
They dave not grab “the bull by (he
horns,” so 1o speak,

Largely because of 1he perennid
vacillition and inaction of the powers
that be, coupled with an apparent in.
dilference ol our people, we still have
1o bear the sight of the dismal and
thsmaving spectacle ol thousands ol
bovs and ginls guing to schonl with-
vut  textbooks, seated for hours in
makeshilt benchies and  stools;  of
classes Tulad beyond capacity, hud-
died in buildings utterly unsuitable
[or school purposes: ol schools hare
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of equipment, 1ools, supplics, and
other ecssential items ol instruction;
and worst of all, of an abbreviated,
impoverished, and well nigh anemic
curriculum because of the drastic cut
in the period of schooling.

It s against [ormidable handicaps
like these that our schools will have
to struggle again in their desperate
ellort o give children that gquality
of education which thev deserve and
to which they are entitled. bwr which
they do not receive chielly because
ot the continuing indilference, vacil-
lation, and maction of the suthorities
concerned, and partly because ol our
being penny-wise and pound-foolish.

Becuuse of this indifference, about
250,000 children of school age might
not be adimitted into our schools next
year.  However, it is uile reassuring
to know that the Depariment of Edu-
ction s doing 1ts utmost (o forestall
the pathetic posibility ol having 1o
refuse admission to such a great num-
ber of c¢hildren and thau it is deter-
mincd to make the best out of an al-
most hopeless situation by giving wop
priovity to the Constitutional man-
date Tor at least Iree public primary
cducation cven 1f 1t has to resort to
such drastic measures as the [ollnw-
ing: (1) assignment ol wachers where
they ¢an serve the biggest number of
pupils: (2) pulhing out teachers from
intermediate classes where there s
more than one tcacher 10 one class
and assigning teachers thus spared to
the primary grades: and  (3) request-
ing cxlension positions 1o bhe baserl
solely on the need for cheir services,
{(The Manda Clvonicle, June 7, 1966

O] course, these measures are nnl}'
temporary palliatives.  They do nat
snlve nor are they meant o solve the
undamental problem.  As Secretary
Romero winned, “Unless a law is ap-
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proved next year to stabilize tinancing
in the public schools, chaotic condi-
tion will prevail.”

The Secretary has given his warn.
ing. A similar warning was sounded
by [ormer Senator Geromima T. Pec-
son, now chairman of the UNESCO
National Commission of the Philip-
pines, when, at the induction cere-
monies of the new officers of the Phil-
ippine Medical Women's Association
held recently, she said:  “The indif-
ference of the government towards
the education of children is an in-
justice for which the nation will pay
dearly . &

Mrs. Pecson said [urther: “Ignor
ance never sired progress, much less
democracy, justice, and liberty; and
never will.” And she swessed. "Il
we do not do our duty today of prov-
iding at least free and compulsory
basic education (or our young, wc
must abandon our every hopc lor
peace and progress.”

Like the proverbial “handwriting
on the wall," these warnings cannot
be ignored because what is at stake is
not only the future of millions of our
children but the [uture of our coun.
try.

By our continuing indillcrence to
improve our system of education
through the stabilization of its finan-
cial support, we are wrecking the hasic
foundation of democracy of which we
are reputed to be the most ardent and
zcalous exponents in this part of the
world.  As Scnator Padilla has aptiy
obscrved: “We cannot over-empha-
size the need for educarion hecause
the sound basis [or real democracy is
cnlightened citizenty,” And certain-
ly we cannot ignore what that fore-
most leader of democruacy and frec-
dom in the world today, President
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Eisenhower, once said: “Informl
citizens are guardians and spirit ol
democracy.”

The wisdom and validity of these
obscrvations can hardly be ques-
tioned. Like the warnings of Sccret-
ary Romero and Mrs. Pecson, they
cannot be ignored if democracy in
this country is to be real and lasting.

However, the [ailure of Congress
to solve the financial problem of vur
public schools should not be a cause
for despair. Rather, it should stim-
ulate more vigorous and relentless cf-
forts on our part to arouse, mobilize,
and enlighten public opinion per-
sistently and ceaselesslv  until the
authorities concerned come to realize
that vacillation and inaction is no
longer the salest and most prudent
course for them 10 [ollow.

It should be undersiool, moreover,
that the solution of our present prob-
lem ol stabilizing the support ol aur
public schools is not the responsibil-
ity of Congress and our government
lcaders alene. In the last analyisis,
the people themselves are as much
involved in the solution nl the prob.
lem as our Congress and our lcaders.
Congress may do its part and pass the
needed legislation [or the solution of
the problem, but il our people don’t
do their part, we should he satisfied
with the mediocre quality of products
that our schools are producing.

It 15 not cnough to work for the
passage of this or that measure in
Congress, We must also be prepared
to meet whatever obligatzons  (he
measure may demand of us. We can-
not over-stress the face 1hat eur chil-
dren will receive only the kind of
education for which we are willing
to pay, and not the kind of education
which they deserve and should have,
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