THE MAURA LAW

Royal Decree of May 19, 1893
(Continuved from June Number)

ROYAL DECREE
On the recommendation of the Colo-
nial Minister, with the concurrence of
the Council of Ministers, in the name
of My August Son the King, Don Al-
fonso XIII, and as Queen Regent of
the Kingdom,

I hereby decree the following:
CHAPTER ONE— ORGANIZATION

ARTICLE l.—Municipal Tribunals

Section 1, The popular corporations,
called in the Philippine Islands *“Tri-
bunals of the Towns", shall hereafter
be called *Municipal Tribunals." Each
of these shall represent the legal union
of all the persons residing within the
jurisdiction of the town and shall ad-
minister the communal interests and
property.

Section 2. There shall be & munic-
ipal tribunal in each town of the islands
of Luzon and the Visayas which, not
having constituted itself into a munic-
ipality, as prescribed by the Royal De.
cree of November 12, ¥889, contributes
to the State more than one thousand
cedulas a year.

Exception is made of the City of
Manila, whose government is not

changed.

The towns which do not contribute
one thousand cedulas shall continue
under the form of government to which
they are subject at the present time,
until the said number is reached.

Section 3. The Municipal Tribunal
shall consist of five persons, whereof
one shall be called Captain, and the
other four Lieutenants (one Chief
Lieutenant, one Police, one of Fields,
and one of Cattle). The Chief Lieet-
enant shall act as Councilman-Syndic
and shall take the place of the Captain
in case of vacancy, absence, or dizahi-
lity. The substitution for the Captain
or Chief Lieutenant shall fall to the
other licutenants in the order of suc-
cession given,

Section 4,
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The five offices shall be

conferred by election, by a plurality of
votes at a secret ballot, effected in the
following manner: Upon the day pub-
licly fixed for the purpose by the Gov-
ernor of the Province, the Principalia
of each town, with the attendance of
the Reverend Parish Priest and of the
outgoing Captain, shall designate twelve
residents as electors; six of them from
among the cabezas de barangay who
1aay have served without bad record
for a period of ten consecutive years
and from among those serving at the
time of the election; three from among
the former captains, and three others
from among the highest taxpayers of
the town, not belonging to any of the
previous classes,

If, in any town, the six cabezas de
harangay cannot be designated, the
number shall be made up with former
captains; and, in the absence of the
latter, with taxpayers.

IAmong these twelve resident electors
there cannot be included accused per-
sons against whom a sentence of im-
prisonment has been issued; those who
may have been disciplined administra-
tively more than three times for bad
conduct; those who may have suffered
corporal to civil interdiction or to the
surveillance of the authorities by virtue
of a sentence of a tribunzal of justice;
debtors to municipal, provincial, or
public treasury funds; those who have
pending contracts with the municipal
tribunal, the province, or the State,
which are to be executed within the
municipal district; and those who are
in litigation with the municipal tribunal
to which they belong.

Section 5. The twelve residents thus
deputed by the Prinecipalia shall, in turn,
elect on the same occasion, also by a
plurality of votes and by secret ballot,
first the Captain, and then, without
interruption, successively, the Chief
Lieutenant and the Lieutenants of FPo-
lice, of Fields, and of Cattle.
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In the same manner, they shall elect
Lwo other persons as substitutes.

The Governor of the Province, as
Delegate of the Governor-General, shall
istue their commissions to the captains
elected, as soon as he shall receive the
certificate as evidence of the election.

Seetion 6. A certificate in duplicate,
subscribed by the twelve resident elect-
ors and countersigned by the Reverend
Parish Priest and the outgoing Cap-
tain, shall be prepared of the proceed-
ing and of their result, as prescribed
in the two preceding sections,

Listis of the persons, elected as de-
legates of the Principalia and a3 mem-
bers of the Municipal Tribunal, shall
be posted in the town-hall on the day
of the election, the anmouncement stat-
ting that allowance is made for three
dayvs wherein to file objections.

Upon the expiration of this period,
a copy of the certificate of election,
with the objections if there are any,
ghall be forwarded to the Governor of
the Province, who sha% decide, on or
before the third day, and with the con-
currence of the Provincial Board, on
the legality and validity of the elec-
tions; and in every case he shall report
his decigsion to the Governor-General,
together with all the antecedent de-
tails, if there are objections.

After the Governor of the Province
shall have approved the election, the
persons elected shall take possession
of their offices.

Seetion T. The twelve residents re-
ferred to in Section 4 zhall reprzeent
the Principalia to its delegates, and shall
take part, together with the Municipal
Tribunal, in the deliberations and af-
fairs mentioned in this provision, upon
the call of the Captain.

By Principalin shall be understood the
group of personz in each town, inde-
finite in number, consisting of those
formerly called gobernadorcillos, tenien-
tes de justicia, cabezas de barangay in
active service or who mayv have occu-
pied the office for ten consecutive vears
without any bad record, former cap-
tains, municipal lieutenants who may
have held their positions during the
legal tenure of office without a bad re-
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cord, and residents payin£ 50 pesos as
Jland tax.

Section 8. The offices of captain,
municipal lHeutenants, substitutes, and
deputy electors of the Principalia are
honorary and gratuitous.

Their discharge shall be obligatory
for a period of four years, if none of
the grounds for exemption enumerated
in Section 11 is formally shown and
eztablished,

Section 9. To be eligible for captain,
the following qualifications are re-
quired:

1. Be a native, or a Chinese mestizo.
2. Be more than twenty-five years of
ngre., .

3. Be a resident of the town for four
vears prior to the date of the elections.

4. Read and write Spunish.

5. Be a cabeza de barangay with
four years' service, with all his accounts
settled and current, and enjoying a
good public and private reputation, or
had been for two years gobernadorcillo,
captain, or chief lieutenant, or for six
years cabeza de barangay without a bad
record.

Similar qualifications are required
for election as municipal lieutenant or
substitute, but without the necessity of
& fixed period in the occupancy of the
offices of gobernadorecillo, captain,
chief lieutenant, or cabeza de barangay.

The following can in no case be elect-
ed to the offices of captain, lieutenant,
or substitutes: the twelve rezidents en-
trusted with the election, as long as
they are discharging their duties as
electors, nor for one year thereafter;
ceclesiasties; those receiving salaries
from local, provineial, or municipal
funds; lessees, er their hondsmen, of
the ways and means and supplies of a
town; subordinate employces of the
State, in any of its branches, unless
they shall have previously resigned from
their positions; bankrupts and persons
undergoing trial; and debtors to public
funds, whatever may be their nature.

Section 10. Every two years, two of
the muwicipal lientenants, one of the
substitutes, and four of the twelve re-
sidents in charge of the election of the
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Tribunal (two among those of the ca-
beza de barangay class, one of the for-
mer captain class, and another of the
taxpayer classg) shall ceasze in office,

The designation of those persons
who are to cease in these offices shall
toke place for the first time by lot be-
fore the Municipal Tribunal and the
twelve deputy electors presided over
by the Captain, with the attendance of
the Reverend Parizsh ‘Priest.

In the second and subsequent renew-
alz by half of the lieutenants and substi.
tutes, the oldest in point of service shall
o out.

In the second renewal by one-third
of the twelve resident electors, the cast.
ing of lots shall be resorted to as in
the first instance. In the third and
succeeding renewals, the oldest in point
of service shall go out.

The electionw of the officials to take
the places of the outgoing ones shall
take place after the casting of lots and
the record of the proceedings shall be
made in duplicate, one of the copies,
countersigned by the Captain and the
Reverend Parish Priest, to be sent to
the Governor of the Province, who shall
make a report to the Governor-General.

The substitute lieutenants and resi-
dents, who are to cease in office, may
be reelected only after two years fol-
lowing the expiration of their term of
cifice. If reelected after this period,
they cannot decline the office, unless
they come under the exemplions spe-
cified in Section 11,

Section 11. The following may be
exempted from serving as captains,
lieutenants, or substitutes:

Persons more than gixty vears old.

Persons physically disabled.

Persons who have occupied such po-
gitions for a period of sixteen years.

Section 12. The Captain shall pre
side over the Municipal Tribunal; he
thall represent that body; he shall pu-
blish and carry out its resolutions; he
may suspend their execution when they
involve a matter foreign to the duties
of the Tribunal, are prejudicial to the
interests of the town, or are dangerous
to the public order; he shall issue pro-
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clamations regarding urban and rural
municipal offices, schools, and other
branches of the service; he shall ap-
point, suspend, and remove the officials,
assistants, and subordinate employees
of the Municipal Tribunal who are pro-
vided for in the town budget; he shall
direct the administration of the town;
he shall order payments; he shall re-
Guire a prompt deposit of collections
and shall preside at the public auction
which the Tribunal may order, accom-
panied for this purpose by a licutenant
end by the two oldest members repres-
enting the Principalia.

To correct any offenses which may
be committed within the municipal con-
fines, with regard to the services vwhich
are especially entrusted to the munic-
ipal tribunals, the Captain may impose
the disciplinary penalties of warning,
summons, and fine, the latter not to
exceed four pesos.

At the time of collecting the fine,
the Captain, or the persons acting in
stead, shall in every case issue a receipt
countersigned by the ranking lieutenant,
stating the amount, the date, and the
reason for the penalty.

The proceeds from the fines shall
he deposited in the treasury of the “In-
come of the Towns”, with a list and
detailed statement thereof.

(To be continued)
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