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PENTECOST (JUNE 2)

THE FAMILY OF GOD

When Moses asked God by what name He should be called, He answered.
“Yahweh,” that is, He Who is always present. Before QOur Saviour ascended
into Heaven, He promised, “I will not leave you orphans. I will come to
vou, Behold, I am with you ali days.”

When Our Lord said, “I will not leave you orphans,” He promised the
Church. Because the Chureh is Christ, an extension of Christ, a continuation
of Christ. He became one of us, lived with us. More than that, He died
to deliver us from eternal death, and He rose to give us His own life. He
raised us up to become His brothers, members of His Father's famuly.

Before Christ came, God chose a special people, the Jews, to keep alive
the promise of a Redeemer coming. He made an agreement with them, two
fast till Cheist came. They became His family, His people. He spoke of
them with great tenderness, as only a loving Father could: “I it was, none

other, Who guided their f{irst steps, and took them in My arms, and healed
all their injuries.”

When Cheist came, He founded a new fanuly. He gathered them in
is Church, Faith and baptism make us members of this new family. under
an agreement or covenant, which will never be changed.

In this family, God is the Father and Christ the Eldest Brother. W'e
are the younger brothers and sisters, not by right as Christ is, but by adop-
tion-- a very special kind of adoption, since we share God's very own life.

We were born into this family in Baptism. We began then to live in
God's life and love. We grew up in it when we were confirmed. As mem.
bees of the family, we have duties to one another., We continue Cheist's



392

work—doing what we can for the welfare of the souls and bodies of our brothers
in Christ. All this we do to bring Christ to others.  Actually, we allow
Christ in ourselves to serve Himself in the other members of His family.

We need nourishment constantly in this family of God. Our soul, like
our body, needs constant food. God, our loving Father, provides this nour-
ishment in Communion. We should use it regularly, constancly, even daily
if possible, to stay perfectly healthy.

The law of annual communion is like a good parent’s concern for a
child with no appetite. The parent insists that the child does not leave the
table till sufficient food is taken. So, God's Church thoughtiully makes a
minimum for the Christian who is careless about divine nourishment. But,
like a pood parent who keeps pointing to the example of the healthy children
who ear willingly and regularly: *“Look at your brother, what a good boy
he is, he eats well,” God our Father wants us to be an example to out
brothers and sisters. When we gather round our Father’s table for the Fam.
ily Meal at Mass, et our good example encourage the sluggish.

The Family of God has much greater cohesion than an ordinacy family,
because it is alive! Chnst lives in each member and in the whole family.
We each retain our individuality and our personal responsibility, but we are
more closely related to one another in Christ, than the natural relationship
of brothers and sisters. Our mutval sharing is also amazing—the Passion
of Christ 15 as much ours as f we'd endured it ourselves; our patience in
trials is an extension of His sufferings; our loving one another is Christ loving
Himself! Any sin we commit (not just public sin that would bring shame
on the whole family, but any sin) does barm to the whole family—a very
powerful reasen why we should repent immediately should we sin, and not
continue to harm the family into which we have been rebom,

Today in Pentecost, the day of the inauguration of the new family of
God. Loving Father, in the Name of Jesus and for the love of Jesus, Your
Son and Our older Brother, send Your Holy Spirit to enlighten our minds
and purify our hearts, so that we may be aware of what it means to belong
to Your special Family, We ask this in the Name cf our Brother Jesus
Who lives and rules with You in the Ecstasy of Love Who in the Holy
Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.

Tririry Sunpay (JUNE 9)

THE CHURCH—THE MYSTICAL BODY

The Second Vatican Council recendy concluded, had for its chief pur
pose to make known what the Church really is. At least Pope Paul VI said
so. and he ought to know.
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The Church is much moce than what we see. We perhaps think of it
as a vast intestinal company. Cheist is the founder of the Company, the
Pope is His representative, the Bishops are managers of branches of the Com-
pany, priests and religious executives directing the laity. The aim of the
Company is to save souls. What gives the company dignity in the nobility
of its aims and the dignity of its Founder,

This is a most inadequate idea of the Church. The union of Christ
and His followers is far more intimate, far more wonderful, than an organiza-
tion. It is an organism—a living thing. Christ and His Church form one
living body.

The illustration is from St. Paul. St. Paul could never forger that day
in Damascus, long after the death of the Saviour, when he heard Christ
saying “Why do you persecute Me?” Not “Why do you persecute My
friends, My follower? but “Why do you persecute Me?” The question
implied that there was between Christ and His followers a most intimate

union, an actual identity, in fac. What Paul did to Christ’s followers, he
did to Christ.

This becarne clearer to Paul later when he heard of Our Lord's words:
“Whatever you do to on¢ of these My least brethren, you do it to Me”
This intimate unicn between Christ and His followers, St. Paul compared to
the utiy of a body.

Our human body is made up of various members, each doing its own
function. Each member shares in the life of the whole body, each work
work for the good of the whole body. The union of Christ and Christians
is like that. Christ is like the head, his followers are like the members ol
His Body. As long as the member remain united to the Head, it shares
in the vigor, health, strength and life of Christ. Bur if 2 man turns away
irom Christ, if he cut himself off from Christ, then he is like 2 hand or a
foot cut off from the source of life—the whole body, Christ and His Church
are one.

Our Lord’s illustration was from a frujtitree.  We know thar the sap
of life flows through the trunk of a tree to the branches, enabling them to
bear leaves and frui. A branch can be grafted on to the tree and become
part of ir, sharing its life. If we cut off a branch, it will wither and die.
Our Lord said the Church is like this. He is the wunk. We were grafted
on to Him at Baptism. As long as we stay united 1o Him, we're spiritually
alive and fruitful. This is another illustration of our close union with Christ
through His Church.

Today we honour the Adorable Trinity. We recall how God the Fa.
ther created us in love. Since it happened that we were born into the fam.
ilv of Adam, we shared in the poverty of that family, a poverty the founder
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of that family had brought on himself and us by his sin. God the Father
sent His Son, the New Adam, to found a New Family, the family begun
by Christ. We were reborn into this family, we were grafted on to Christ,
we were in some way identified with Christ, when we were baptized. We're
now on our way back to our Father, united with the Son, in a union brought
about by the Holy Spirit.

The Trinity should mean exactly this for us and not just heavenly mathe-
matics. Our situation is that we came from the Father. We're on a pil.
grimage back to Him, united with His Son Who became one of us, and
made us sons in Himself, by the action of the Holy Spiric. We, Ged's
oeioke, gather at the invitation of our Father to join His Son and our
Brother, in offering the Mass, This gathering, this being assembled into
a miniature of the Universal Church, is brought about by the Holy Spirit.
He is the soul, the life-giving principle of the assembly we form, with Christ,
and in His MName, when we come together to offer Mass.

We all know how on big occasions like a birthday, the members of
an office or firm will have a party. Never do they feel greater unity than
on such an occasion, when they are all joined together in a Common cele.
beation. We today, rich and poor, are gathered, as members of Christ, with
our Head, to honour His Father and ours, in the unity of the Holy Spirit.
We should really feel this wnity. We should ceally experience it. It will
draw us closer to Christ our Elder Brother and to one another, as brothecs
and sisters in Christ,

Corrus CHrISTI (JUNE 13)
THE EUCHARIST, GUARANTEE OF THE RESURRECTION

The Mass is the sum and che centre of Christian life. It is the focus to
which everything leads, and the source from which everything flows. So, no-
thing is more important for us than to offer the Mass with faich.

How we priests long for the day when what we say to God the Father
at Mass will be completely true of all our brothers around the Alcar: “You
know their faithfulness,” we say, “and their attachment to you.” This faithful-
ness means much more than just believing in truths God has taught us. Faith
means total dedication to the Person. It means a complete surrender of our
selves, and a complete giving of ourselves to God in Chrisc. The highest act
of faith is martyrdom. We don’t think of it, and the martyrs did not think
of it, just as an act of belief he made with his mind, but rather as something
he did with his whole person. When in the macriage ceremony, a Christian
man and woman promise each other faithfulness, they mean much meore than
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consenting in their minds to tuths about marriage. They mean giving them.
selves completely to each other and to their unborn children till death, Let
us make our Mass an act of faith—a complete giving of ourselves, all we do,
all we suffer, along with Christ, to our Father.

Hope must also come into our offering of Mass—very much so. If we
only realized it, the purpose of every Mass is to give us confidence. Our Sa
viour, promising us the Eucharist, told us it is the guarantee of our living
forever. He went so far as to warn and threaten those who neglected the
Eucharist that they would not have the Life He came to give. It is the very
soutce of that Life, it is che pledge of our being raised up on the Last Day
to live forever. Not only does the Mass recall the Redeeming Acts of Christ,

not only does it make them present and effective here and now, but its power
cxtends to the future,

S0 much is hope a part of the Mass that we, God's people gathered ac
His table, go through play-acting as though our salvation was already achieved,
as though we were already in heaven. For instance, at the Sanctus, we are
praising and thanking God Who saved us. without our in any way deserving
it, as we will do eternally in God's Home.

Then at the Communion-time, our coming to the Banquet prepared for

us by God the Father is an acting out of the joy of Heaven, compared in
next Sunday’s Gospel.

If we regarded each Mass as a further stopping place on our journey
back to our Father, a journcy under the leadership of Christ our Brother in
the unity created by the Holy Spirit, then we would get the courage needed
to spur us on to continue our pilgrimage from one Mass till the next.

A hundred years- ago, there was a fierce persecution of Christians in what
v now called Viet:Nam. Thousand were put to death. When some mactyrs
showed special courage, the judges would say in wonder: “He has been eating
the enchanted bread that casts a spell on the soul.” Centuries before, martyrs

in Abilene said, “\¥e cannot live withour the Mass. It is the Mass that makes
Christians.”

Every time the Blessed Mother joined the gatherings of the first Chris-
tans at Mass, she saw recalled and made present the saving Act of her Son,
as today's Epistle describes. She also saw the guarantee of future glory pro-
claimed. May outs be faith and hope like hers, at Mass, and during all the
tume between one Mass and the next.
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (JUNE 16)

THE CHURCH— THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE

We know that God our Father sent His Son to become one of us, to
redeen us, and to earn for us the right to live with God's own life. “I am
come,” said Christ our Brother, “that they may have life and have it more
abundantly.”” This life is a sharing in God's own life, a life that lifts us above
the natural level, makes us children of God and brothers and sisters of Christ.
This life we can obtain only through Christ: “None comes to the Facher
except through Me.” So, somehow, we have to make contact with Christ, and

get the life He obtained for us.

Obviously, we cannot see Christ with our eyes, or touch Him with our
hands as the Apostles did or the thief on the Cross. But, He still lives on in
the Church. It is a continuation of Himself, it is, in a mysterious way, His
very own self. Our whole religion centres on Jesus Christ. We, of chis day
and age, contact Him in His Church,

Jesus Christ came on earth to do three great works. He came to make
His Father known—He is ché“visible image of the invisible God: “He who
sees Me,” He said, “sees the Father.” He came to restore to us the Divine
Life that Adam lost by his sin. “I have come that may have life.” He come
to show us, by His teaching and His example, how to live as childeen of
God: “Learn of Me.” All this He summed up when He said, “I am che
Way, the Truth and the Life.”

The Way. Do you want to know surely the way to God our Father,
You find it in the Church. Christ Who said, “I am the way: no one comes
to the Father except by Me,” has left the Church to continue His work. The
Church is Himself. We have absolute security that in the Church we have
available official contact with Christ, Who is the one and only Way to God.
The Church preserves the situation that existed when Christ was on earth,

The Truth, The Church is Christ, therefore the Church has the truth.
As the Scriptures say: “The house of God, which is the Church of the Living
God, the Pillar and ground of truth,” We want ¢he truth about che problems
that oppress our hearts—we want to know about life after death—the Church
has the answer, because the Church is Christ and He is the Truth. We have
no need to envy those who could learn their religion by listening to the ser-
mons and lessons from Jesus' own lips—in the Church we have exactly the
same teaching continued. He Himself said so: “He who hears you, hears
Me.” “I thank God,” says St. Paul, “that you received my preaching for
what it is, the very words of God Himself.” On the modern issues thar dis-
tress the men of today—on warfare, on marriage, on family life—sincere men
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are looking to right and left for the answer; sad to say, some of them fail to

look to Christ, living on in His Church. The Church has remained steadfast
to His teaching—He promised to be with the Church all days—the Church

can and will help us find an answer, a sure answer, for Christ is the Truth
and the Church is Christ.

The Life. How often Tesus Christ talked about Himself as a source of
life. “I am the Resurrection and the Life; he who believes in Me, even though
he be dead, shall live, and everyone who believes in Me shall never die.” “I
am the living Bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eat of this

bread he will live forever, and the bread thac I will give is My Flesh for
the life of the world.”

The life He ralked abour so much is obviously not our ordimary life
which begins when we were born and ends when we die.  If it were, He would
have said something like this: “He who has sufficient food. rest and medicine
and avoids accidents shall live.” Instcad of that He said, “He who will enter
into life must keep the Commandments—love God, love your neighbour.” This

life is worth making any sacrifice to get—ir is precious and important that
He said it is worth dying to get or keep.

He is the Life and the Church is Himsell—we contact Him and obtain
this life through the Church, chiefly theough the Sacraments, We received
this Divine Life when we were born inte His family at Baptism; it matured
at our Confirmation, [f we cut ourselves off from Christ, the source of this
life, we are like a cut-off member of the body, destined only to death and
cocruption. We can be reingrafted by genuine repentance, and seal that in
the Sacrament of restoration—Confession. The greatest of all the Sacraments--
the Eucharist--is the wonderful nourishinent of this Divine Life,

So, don't think of the Church as just an organization connccted with
Christ only by the historical fact thac He started it. Rather it is a living
Chutels, it is Christ living in the world today. The Church, through its life-
giving Sacraments, brings us to Him and Him to us. Especially the Fucharise,
which highlights our unity with Christ, and one with another in Christ,

Frederic Qzanam, founder of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, which has
done so much social werk, wrote in his last Will: =1 die in the Catholic
Church. 1 have known, the doubts of the present age, but all my life has

convinced me that there is no rest for the mind and heart, except in the
Church.”

Loving Father, make us Your children realize that the Church is Christ.
We ask this in His Name. Amen.
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QUR DIGNITY AS THE SONS OF GOD

Maybe your reaction to these words is: Can this be really true? Are we
really called to glory? Perhaps we feel like the Apostles during the storm
on the sea of Galilee. They felt frustrated- -it was at Qur Lord’s command
that they had set out, it was for Him they were exhausting themselves trying
to save the ship; yet He seemed to be asleep, not concerned. But then Our
Lord awoke. He rebuked them: “You of lile faih. Why did you doubt?”
Then He commanded the wind and the waves. “And there came a great
calm.”

The world today is surely full of turmoil. We sce wars and their horrible
effects—so many killed and wounded, homes destroyed, survivors living in
misery. Then the appalling increase in crime—every day we read in the pa-
pets or hear in the news so many accounts of atrocious crimes that it hardly
even shocks us any more. Add to this the desperate poverty of so many, often
caused by callous inhuman indifference to the rights of others. What we sce
all this human misery, we perhaps wonder: “Is God asleep? Is He really
concerned about us?

This is a temptation of the devil described in today’s Epistle as going
round like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. He'll tell us: “God
has no regard for the good, He is not looking. Life has no purpose, in mean-
ing. Drifc along, eat, drink, enjoy yourself, tomorrow you'll die.”

Let us, as dhe first Pope told us in today's Epistle, resist the devil, strong
in faith. Faith in Christ Who said: “Have confidence, 1 have overcome the
world.”

For us who have been united with Church, who, since Christ has made us
His brothers, are in Ged's sight joined to Christ, Jife has meaning, life has
value, life is worthwhile. As Christians we have a2 dignity that no one can
take from us. There is no need to despair; no matter what disasters happen
in the world. Rather, there is every reason for confidence, unbounded confi-
dence. '

God has a personal love for each one of us, Even the hairs of our
head are numbered. He created us to share His love and life, and to live
forever in His Home after this short time of wial. We can say to our
Creator: “Do not despise the work of Your hands.” He made us out of love.

Then He is our Father. Our Saviour taught us: “Thus shall you pray:
Our Father.” And St. Paul reminds us: “We have received the spirit of
adoption of sons, whereby we cry, Abba.” This word ‘Abba’ is translated
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‘Father,” but a better translation would be ‘Daddy,’ the word used by a trust-
ing child, calling on its father in intimacy and loving confidence.

Not enly is He our father, He is to be our Rewarder. The victory has
already been won by Christ, we have only to keep with Christ, stay loyal to
Christ, and victory is ours. “I am your reward,” says God, “your reward ex-
ceeding greac.”

Last Friday we honoured the Heart of Our Saviour. What is that
Heart? It is the heart of a Friend, the best, the most faithful Friend there
could be. “I will not call you servants,” He says to us, “but I have called
you friends, because all things T have heard from My Father, 1 have made
known to you.” “He who has found a faithful friend has found a treasure,”
says God. To think that Christ is our Friend, Our changeless Friend!

Besides, He is out Brother. He first became our Brother 1969 years ago
at the moment of His becoming a man, sharing our natural life. And 33
years later, at His Resurrection, He became doubly our Brother, raising us
up to His Divine Life. First born of many brethren, our Eldest Brother, He
shares His life and His right to inheritance with us.

When we think of Him as our Saviour, despair becomes impossible. “Fear
not,” He says, “for I have redeemed thee.” St. Paul has a question for the
unduly afraid: “Who is he that shall condemn? Christ Jesus Who died, Who
has also risen again, Who is at the right hand of God, Who also makes in-
tercession for us.”  Today's Gospel shows us Christ as the Good Shepherd,
Who gave His life for us His sheep.

Sure, our being children of God does not exempt us from suffering on
earth,  “The disciple is not above his Master.” Let’s go back to St. Peter’s
message (o us today: “God, the God of grace,” he reminds us, “after you
have suffered a little, will Himself perfect you and confirm you and establish

1k

vou.

Thursday is the Feast of Our Mother of Perpetual Help. Ask ler to
make us trusting, confident, hopeful, as children of God should be.

FourTtii Sunpay ArTeR PenTeEcosT (JUNE 30)
CHRIST GIVES US THE SACRAMENTS

Once, during the life-time of lesus Christ, He cured a paralytic. It was
not by any means the most spectacular miracle He did, but it resulted in an
enthusiasm no other miracle seems to have caused. Since the men who car-
ried the sick man {(maybe his own sons} could not enter the house where
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Jesus was because of the crowd, they removed part of the roof and let him
down thar way. And seeing their faith, Jesus said: “Be of good heart, son,
your sins are forgiven.” When His enemies doubted His power to do this,
He made it clear by a miracle that they could see that the othec wonder, the
forgiveness of the man’s sins, had indeed happened, even if they saw no out-
ward change. “Which is easier,” He asked, “to say, Your sins are forgiven,
or to say, Arise, take up your bed and walk?" And there and then He cured
the paralytic and senc him home carrying his bed. “And the people went home
thanking God Who gave such power to men.” St. Luke records their words:
“We have seen wonderful things today.”

Through His death Christ redeemed us, and chrough His Resurcection
He won for us the wonderful life that make us children of God. This life
He wants to share with us as a tree shares life with its branches, as a body
is vitalized and directed by its head, This is why He came on earth, chis is
why He founded His Church-—to share with us His Divine Life. He did not
come just to preach a few sermons, to tell us to be kind, honest and pure.
He did not come just to heal a few sick. He did not come to free us from

sorrow and pain. “I have come that they may have life.”

uite obviously this is a spegial kind of life, over and above our natural
iife. If He were talking about namral life, He'd have told us not to cat or
drink or smoke to excess, to keep the traffic rules, to have regular medical
check-ups. No, He spoke of a supernatural life, a life far more precious
than our natural life, a lifé worth even losing our nawral life for.

He's still with the Church, He stll gives this life. How? Through the
seven great signs or sactaments through which we contact Him and by which
He gives this life, These sacraments play a vital role in our lives. They are
the normal means by which the life of Christ is brought to us.

What is a sacrament? It is a sign or ceremony we can see, which God
uses to give life to our souls. We are quite used to signs and ceremonies.
A graduation ceremony--a sign a student has completed a stage in schooling;
an oath-taking ceremony on assuming office—these tell us something is hap-
pening. But the signs and ceremonies we call the sacraments don’t just tell us
something, they actually do what they tell us.

Each sacrament is a work of Christ. It is Christ Who speaks through
the priest when he says over the bread and wins at Mass: This is My Body,
This is My Blood. It is Christ who speaks when a pirest says, “I absolve
you from your sins,” St. Augustine says, “When Peter baptises, Christ bap-
tises; when Jahn baptises, Christ baptises; when Judas baptises, Christ baptises.”
The power of the Sacraments always comes from the risen Christ living on in
the Church, and acting through His ministers.
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Each Sacrament is a sign of faith. Yesterday, the feast of Sts. Peter and
Paul, the year of faith, the 18th centenary of the martyrdom of these saints
of faith ended. We need faith to see that water poured over someone’s head
actually makes that person a child of God and gives Divine Life. You need
faith to see that a bishop touching and ancinting a person’s head makes him
or her a mature Christian, that Christ is really in the Eucharist, and so on.

Faith is also important for the full effect of a Sacrament. The ceremony
does not work like magic, How much each receives depends on his disposi-
tions—his faith, his love, his desice to share the atvicude of Christ. He is al-
ways ready to give the life He won for us, but He won't force it on us—
He gives only to those who are ready to receive it

We must not regaed the Sacraments as spiritual gas.stations where we
fill up our spiritual tanks to keep us going along the road to Heaven. They
do provide us with help towards Heaven, but the main reason for receiving
them is to help us grow in our likeness to Christ, our identification with
Him, to increase our share in the Divine Life.

The comfort, the assurance the Sacraments give us is wonderful. We
see the sacred sign or ceremony—we know that the Divine Life is given or
increased, if only there is faith and good will. Thank God that we belong
to the Church and that the life-giving Sacraments ace at our disposal, and
show our gratitude by using them with intense faith, frequently and fervently.

Firr Sunoay Arter PENTRCOST (July 7)
BAPTISM MAKES US HIS SUBJECTS

The kingdom of God is a most revolutionary doctrine. lc gives us a new
sense of our own dignity and a new fund of courage. It brings God down
into a most intimawe association with us. I lifts us into an almost frighten.
ing closeness to God. Drawn together into the kingdon of God, the whole
human race becomes one family. Injustice and crime must either reject this truth
or cease to exist—they cannot ftlourish unless they waive aside the doctrine

of kingdem.

In the beginning, God adopted man as His son. He gave His first
people the capacity of knowing, loving and possessing God. All this was
utterly beyond man’s natural powers. So God, adopting man as a son, gave
him a share of His Divine life, a share to wlich he had no rights nor claims.

Adam was created free. He could reject the supreme gift of God—the
share in Ged's own life. He did just this—did it with terrible efficiency. He
decided he would not be a son, he wanted to be an equal of God. He de-
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deliberately tossed back the right to inherit everlasting life. At that moment,
the divine life in man ceased.

So all of us, his descendants, were born dead, dead to the only life worth-
while. We could move, act, live with a natural life, but as for living God's
life, we were dead, hopelessly, utterly dead. A mother, looking at her child
born dead is a heartcending sight. That's exactly how we Jook to God till we
have been baptized.

Never could we see God face to face. And thete was nothing we could
do about it. We could not restore the divine life, could do nothing to win
back our inheritance. It was then that God our Father did a startling, an
inccedible thing. He decided to send His own Divine Son to become one
of us, one of the race that had rejected its Father and King. Being God as
well as man, He could do actions of infinite worth, infinicely pleasing to God.
As one of us, as our substitute, He lived and died in complete obedience
and made up perfectly for our disobedience. Being raised from the dead, He
gave us a new and tremendous dignity. We could be re.adopred as God's
sons with all the rights of sons. As St. Peter tells us in today's Epistle:
It is a blessing you have been called to inherit.

We are one with Christ, called to inherit the kingdom with Him, with a
unity that began when He became our substitute, our brother. Theough Him,
our Head, the divine life flows down to us, His members, His subjects in
the kingdom. Remember He is the Head and are the members in his single real,
but mysterious Body. Through Him our Head, His life comes dewn to us.
His life is divine, the life we share with Him is divine also. God the Father,
looking on us, sees us so united with His Son that we're identitied with
Him in God's sight. No father, looking at his son, says: “T love his head
but T hate the rest of him.”” Geod loves His Son, He likewise loves us as
long as we choose to stay united with Him, to be one with Him.

This is our marvelous vocation, the blessing we are called to inherit.
How did it happen? How did we, who were not born united to Christ, be.
come one with Him? By baptism, Our Lord insisted on baptism repeatedly:
it was one of the last and most important things He raught. By baptism, we
died to the sinfulness of Adam and were born again, rose to a newness ol
life, to Christ’s risen life, inheritors of the kingdom of God. The outpouring
of water and the Holy Spi-it at baptism united us to Christ.

If the head dies, the whole body dies. When He died 1900 years ago.
I died to sin; when He rose, 1 rose. Baptism makes that death and resur
rection actual for me. As long as I am separated from Christ my Head, my
actions are as meaningless as the twitchings of a body that has had its head
cut off. To keep my baptism, to keep alive with the life we then received.
is what we pray for in this Mass: ‘One thing I have sought of the Lord, to
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
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A Chinese who had been a follower of Confucius, dien a Buddhist and
is pow a Christian says: "“Suppose a man falls into a deep pit and cannot get
out, Confucius would fold his atms and say ‘Serves you right for falling in'".
Buddha would offer advice about getting out, but Christ would step down
and lift him out. He not only tells us what to do, but makes us able to
do it through the divine life which He shares with us.”

SixtTH SUNDAY ArFTER PENTECOST (JuLy 14)
WE ARE THE TEMPLES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

To fully undeestand today’s Epistle, we must recall how Baptism was
conferred in the carly Church. A candidate for Baptism (let’s call him Julio)
stood at the far side of a baptismal pool, ready to act out the death resurcec-
tion of Jesus Christ. He went down into the pool, the water was splashed
over his head by a priest, signifying the death and burial of Jesus. Then,
rising out of the pool on the other side, re.enacted the resurrection of Chrise.
Only this was no mere play-acting. This was a very special kind of sign-making.
This was a sacrament. What was signified actually happened. Julio had gone
down into that pool with a merely natwral life. Now, coming out of the water,
like Christ rising out from the dead, he entered into the new life of the risen

Lotd. As of now, he could say with St. Paul: I live, now not I, but Christ
lives in me.”

The imolications of this cry of victory are enormous. It is really a bacle-
cry of limitless courage. No enemy can possibly [righten me-neither man nor
devil. No temptation can overcome me, not while Cheist lives in me! Our
lives are buried with Christ in God. His divine life pulsates in my soul
and in my body. We sometimes forget this. It was not just to save out
souls that God became man. It was to save us whole and entire, body and
soul.  The reverence we ought to have 'for our bodies comes from the
fact that they are members of Christ. “Do you not know,” St. Paul asks
us, “that your bodies are the members of Christ?” For a Christian to fail

in ceverence for his body is a kind of sacrilege, and it drew from Sr. Paul
the ery:  “God forbid!™

The body as well as the soul is truly, but in a way we cannot fully
understand, united with Christ. Clirist took a bedy like ours—it's a bedy
like ours that sits glotious at the right hand of Ged, and when He comes
back to lead us home to the Father, our body will rise from the dead to be
rewarded forever along with our soul—and only then will the ecstacy of
heaven be complete,
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The association of our body with the risen Christ s most close, The
body of a Christian, united with Christ in Baptism, nourished in the Eucharist,
has become far more sacred than the chalice which holds the Blooed of Christ
at mass. The chalice is blessed, yes, but it’s still metal; whereas out body
had been united with the very Body of the risen Christ. “Do you not know
that your members are the temples of the Haly Spirit, Who is in you, Whom

you have from God? You are not your own. You are bought with a great
orice . Glorify and bear God in your body.”

I a Christian fails in reverence for his own body or that of another,
it means he has forgoren his connection with Christ, and has rejected His
strength,  Only let us realize who lives in us, and we will experience His
power. Once we feel the divine life pouring its powerful current through
our body and soul, we will face temptation unafraid. The deeper our real-
ization of the meaning of Christ living in our bodies, the deeper will grow
our self-respect, our reverence for our own body, our respect for the bodies
and souls of others, where God lives as in a temple.

Christ said: "“If any man loves Me, My Father will love him, and We
will come to him and make our abode with him.” The Jews had a deep
reverence for the Ark of the Covenant and the nlace where the Atk was kept
-—the Temple. Good Christians have a deep reverence for our churches
where Mass is offered and our Lord remains sacramemally. Any sacrilegious
act against a church, above all against a tabernacle, fills us with horror.
Greater still should be our horror of any failing in reverence for our own
hody or for the body of another, because the body of a baptized person is

more really a dwelling place of God than the Jewish temple or a Christian
church.

When the Saviour foretold His Resurrection, He referred to His Body
as a temple:  “What sign of authority do you give that you do these things?”
"Destroy this temple,” He said, “and in three days I will raise it up.”
May the Risen Saviour help you and me to realize that our body is import-
ant, is sacred, is the chosen dwelling place of Ged.

SEVENTH Sunpay AFTER PeENTECOST (JuLy 21)
WE BECOME ADULT CHRISTIANS BY CONFIRMATION

Each year the Bishop comes to our Parish Church, the benches are re-
arcanged, the doors closed, and the Sacrament of Conficmation administered.
Pechaps this is the only time that we think about this Sacrament. Yer it
is a rounding-off, a completion of our initiation as Christians, It is the pro.
cess of growing up, of becoming mature Christians, strong and adult.
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Being born and growing up are quite distinct facets of life. We all
know this. We also know that there is a close connection between our birth
and our growing up. We can’t grow up until we've been born. Our having
been born is in some way frustrated unless we grow, physieally and mentally.
We were born in order to grow and in our growth our birth is completed.
In the same way, Christians are baptized in order to be confirmed. Confirma-
tion is the completion of Baptism,

We were born spiritually in Baptism. We began to live with a new
divine life, the life of the Risen Saviour. But we were infants, and like in-
fants our spiritual life was largely self-centered. If a person has never
been confirmed (or never realized the full implications of confinmation),
his attitcude is something like this: *“I have only one soul to save, and
only one chance to save it—if I'm saved, I made a complete sucecss of
life; and i I'm lost, I'm a rotal failure; it would be better if I had never
been born.” While quite concerned about his own salvation, he does not
fully realize that no one goes to heaven alone, just as no ome cver went to
hell alone. Of course, no one can be completely self-centered, not if he
realized that baptism united us with Christ and with all our bmthcrs end
sisters in Christ.  Bur, it is true that our spiritual life tends to revolve sround
our self until we've been confimmed, or come to realize what confitmation
means,

Confirmation is an outpouring of the Holy Spirit to deepen and streng-
then our faith, to make it strong enough not just for our own needs, but
for the needs of others. As a child becomes an adult, he begins to see, pro-
gressively more and more, his place in the family, and in the whole com-
munity. In the same way the confirmed Christian begins to see (or ought
to) his responsibility to Christ for his neighbor. He becomes deeply con-
cerned (or ouelit to) for the welfare of Christ-in-the-world, which is the church
—and the welfare of Christ-in-his- neighbor.

During His lifetime our Lord promised to send the Holy Spirit. *“Iv
is cxpedient for you that I go” He said, “for if I do not go, He cannat
come. But, if I go I will send Him 1o you.” Until He had risen, the Holy
Spiric could not be given. “The Holy Spirit was not yet given,” says St
John, “because He was not yet glorified.” At Pentecost, He was sent, the
Paraclete, the Giver of strengthening life, the Source of courage.

That is what the Holy Spirit gives the confirmed, the courage in the
vatious situations of life, Like the courage that comes with adulthood to
take away childish fears. A father is thrilled at the first faltering steps of
his baby, but nothing less than a manly walk in a grown son will please
any father. God, our Father, expects us to utilize the grace of our confirma-
tion and live as adult Christians. The Christian doctor, for example, asked
to murder an innocent unborn child is expected as a confirmed Christian
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to say: “You've come to the weong shop.” The businessman or politician
offered a fast buck in a shady deal, is expected as a confirmed Christian to
say: “No dice. Nothing doing.” The employee, told:  “It’s the boss's
bicthday and we're going to a burlesque. Everyone’s in this,” as a confirmed
Christian answers:  “Count me out, boys.” Parents, hearing the screaming
propaganda for family limitation by any, even sinful means, are expected by
God to use the courage they get from Confirmation and say: “We're not
interested,”

We've heard of spiritual communion, when unable to receive actual com-
munion, we desire to have Christ seal in a special way the union that is
perpetual. How many of us ever think of spiritual confirmation, of asking
the Holy Spirit to make us more aware of, and more responsive to, His
special presence in us that began when we were confirmed? It's very ecasy.
no special formula is needed, a litcle prayer like: “Come, Holy Spiric,”
said from the heart, will stic up the prace of our Confirmation, give us the
courage of the wmartyrs, past and present, who cheerfully go to their death
out of love for Christ. At least, we will live as mature Christians, people
of steength and adult courage, and show others, by the shining example of
aur lives, what it means to be grown.up children of God.

EiGHTH Sunpav Arter PenTecosT (JuLy 28)

CONFIRMATION-- SACRAMENT OF THE APOSTOLATE

We were born to God in baptism, we achieved adulthood in God when
the Holy Soitit came on us in confirmation. It doesn’t matter how young
we were physically—most of us in the Philippines were confirmed as babies.
It doesn’t make any difference if we were confirmed inmediately after our
baptism. Regardless of age, once we are confirmed, we're adults in the faith,
strongy and mature Christians.

Compare the attitude of the apostles before and after the coming of the
Holy Spiric.  Before Pentecost, they were weak cowardly men, who locked
themselves in the Upper Room out of fear. But afrerwards, what a contrast!
Out they went, fearless and bold, before the crowd; with teemendous cour-
age they announced the good news of salvation; with unbelievable zeal they
were ready to make any saccifice, any effort to bring souls to God.

Before our confirmation, we were sons indeed, but inclined to regard
our faith as something to be kept to ourselves, something for our own pri-
vate enjoyment. We would of course never say: “As long as I am saved
myself, I don't care whac happens to anyone- else’—we did realize cthe faich
was a treasure to be shared. But, the full desite to hand on the faith to
others comes from our confirmation.
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It would be a tragedy if our religion were like a wooden leg—something
without life or warmth, that had to be strapped on every so often. If we are
éarelul indeed ro pray, hear mass. nourish our own soul, try to keep the
commandments but not at all concerned about the salvation of others, we
are just not fully adult, we do not fully realize what being confined means.
we've not corresponded to the grace of our confirmation. 1f we are still
selfish, and taking no active interest, or very little active interest in the spiri-
tual welfare of others. we should call on the Holy Spirit Whom we received
i confirmation, to help us correspond with what that Sacrament involves. Let's
be gencrous with God. Let’s open the gate to release the graces of confirmation.

Our love for Christ muse overflow into zeal like His for the souls He
loves, and from whom He is waiting for a return of love. Qur endurance
is the only limit to what we can do for the salvation of others. Charity,
they say, begins at home. Have we right in our ewn home, someone wha
does not love God, perhaps a father or mother, a husband or wife, a brother
or a sister, a child, a helper?

Pray for them--that's more important than anything else. Beg God 1o
enliven the grace they received at baptism and confirmation—to bring it back
to life. Do all in your power to persuade them to pray, to return to the
practice of Christian living.

Today's disorder is too deeply rooted for priests alone to cure it.  In.
deed oriests cannot cure from outside what needs curing from within—the
wrang attitudes in places of work, study, entertainment --the places where lav
people are and can convert and cure from the inside. The Vatican Council
calls most emphatically for all of us, priests and people, to turn loose the
power and the grace of our confirmation, the sacrament of the apostolate.

Don't say: What can 1 do? Don’t hope for a miracle o save the world.
There will be no miracle unless I am a part of it. Even you children, you
may not be listened to if you tell your parents to love God. but you c¢an
give them good example. A lictle girl, only seven years old, became very ili.
A doctor told her ‘parents that an operation might make her well again
Came the time for the operation. The doctor said: “Don’t be alraid.  We'll
just put you to sleep for a while.” The child answered: “If you'll pur me
to slezp. I'll pray first. 1 always pray before 1 sleep.” They let her kneel
right there on the operating table, she prayed, and then they put her to slecp.
The operation was not a suecess. The next day the doctor visited the liute
grl. "You did something for me yesterday.” he said. “in one way the
aperation was a big success. When you said yesterday that you always prav
befcre you sleep, you reminded me of the promise 1 made o God long ago.
And last night, before I slept, I prayed- - for the first time in cwenty-five years.

Yes, we who have been confitmed have a job to do. Don’t let our
talent lie dormant, don't leave our grace, the grace of confirmation, unused.



