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good to be done in the missions, the
more one is inclined to help them.
The ‘“‘Little Apostle” will take part
in the exhibition.

Thirty-six Christian schools in Cons-
tantinople have been closed on the
ground that they have disobeyed the
rule to remove all religious emblems
from classrooms. What a terrible crime
to have religious emblems in a school!

Mrs. Raymond Asquith, daughter-
in-law of ex-prime Minister of Eng-
land, has been received into the Catho-
lic Church. She is the widow of Mr. H.
H. Asquith’s son, who was killed dur-
ing the war. If some Catholics lose
their faith, others join the Catholic
Church, but never was it heard that a
single one in foreign countries joined
the aglipayan Church.

Next year is the Holy Year. The
Holy Year was instituted in 1300. In
1475 it was arranged that it should be
celebrated every 25 years. In Rome a
committee is busy studying the ques-
tion of lodging and boarding the ecrowds
of pilgrims who are expected. On As-
cension day the Papal Bull proclaimed
the Holy Year.

Two months ago a negro priest gave
Benediction at St. Louis, Mo., U. S.
assisted by a Chinese priest and an
American priest. The Chureh knows
no color of persons.

The twenty-seventh International
Eucharistic Congress was opened on
July 22 in Amsterdam, Holland. -It
lasted five days. As all other Eucha-
ristic Congresses it has been attended
by thousands and thousands from all
over the world.

The Ecumenical Council of the Va-
tican, interrupted in 1870, will be re-
opened in 1928, according to present
plans discussed by officials of the Va-
tican.

Belgian Statesman Writes
Gov. Smith About Tolerance

‘BRUSSELS, May2i. _(N. C.. W.)
— Belgium cannot understand why a
section of the American people should
oppose the nomination of Governor
Smith for the presidency, simply on
account of his religion.

The Belgian Minister of State, Count
Carton de Wiart, has written a letter
to Governor Smith in which he points
out that when the Belgian people
selected their first chief executive they
chose a Lutheran, although the people
were 95 per cent Cathohc

In his letter Count Carton de Wlart
says:

“Such are the bonds of friendship
between Belgium and our American
friends that we are naturally follow-
ing with a2 keen interest the prelimi-
naries of the presidential contest in
the United States.

“Some of us have been particularly
struck by one feature, for us quite un-
expected, of the electoral campaign.

““The United States has always been
presented to us as a perfect example of
a country free from religious prejudice
—indeed the very land of tolerance
and broadmindedness.

“How can this be reconciled with
the fact that the religious affiliation
with Catholicism of Governor Alfred
E. Smith, whose personal qualities
seem universally recognized, are con-
sidered as an objection to his nomi-
nation ?-

“May I be allowed to recall that
when, in 1831, the Belgian people, hav-
ing won their complete independence,
had to select their first chief executive,
the Congress did not hesitate to choose
Prince Lenpold of Saxe Coburg, a Lu-
theran pnnce, very much attached to
his creed, notwithstanding the fact
that the country, as well as the Con-
gress itself, were at least 95 per cent
Catholic.



“The reign of Leopold I, which last-
ed for 34 years, was most felicitous for
Belgium, and the religious difference
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between the king and his people never
had the slightest influence on their
happy relations.”

-+ -
“pass It to Your Neighbor”

Duke Charles William, of Brunswick,
was a pious sovereign, and attached
much importance to the strict obser-
vance of Sundays and festivals.

He once learned that in a certain
town a number of workimen were ac-
customed to meet in a tavern at the
hour of divine service and there pass
the time in carousing which they should
have devoted to the worship of God.
In vain had the priests and the civil
authorities protested against this ab-
use; the drinkers continued their wick-
ed course in spite of all admonitions
and threats of punishment. The pious
noble-man was greatly displeased to
hear of such scandalous conduct, and
resolved to reprove it without delay,

Putting on an old overcoat, the
Duke took his way one morning to the
tavern. The bells in the church-tower
were calling the faithful together,
when the band of tipplers, preceded by
a large, fat man, with a rubicund nose
and shining face, presented themselves
at the accustomed place.

Taking his seat at the head of the
table, the leader made a sign to the
Duke to sit at his right hand, at the
same time scrutinizing him closely, as
if he felt some suspicions, never hav-
ing met the stranger ata tavern be-
fore. Meanwhile the proprietor
brougt in a demijohn of brandy, which
he set before the head of the table.
The latter took it up in both hands,
drank freely, and then handed it to
the Duke, saying, ‘“Pass it to your
neighbor.”

The demijohn thus made the round

of the table, and returned to the one
presiding, who, after kissing it loving-
ly, and taking another long draught,
handed it again to the Duke: and thus
it went from tippler to tippler, each
one saying as he gave it to the nextin
turn, ‘‘Pass it to your neighbor.”

When the pitcher came to him the
third time, the Duke arose indignant-
ly, threw open his long coat, so that
all could see his well-known uniform
and his insignia of sovereignty, and
with his full force gave the leader a
blow in the face, repeating his words:
“Pass it to your neighbor.” And as
the man hesitated somewhat, the Duke
exclaimed, threateningly: ‘‘If any one
of you strikes too gently, lev him fear
for himself, because I will know how
to do him full justice.”’

The threat had its effect: hands
were raised, and blows and screams
followed with the noise of thunder,
until the Prince, satisfied with the
singular punishment he had inflicted,
gave a sign to disperse in silence. The
tipplers, for once, were glad to take
their departure from the tavern, and
not one of them felt tempted to revisit
the place on the following Sunday.
They probably did not soon forget,
“Pass it to your neighbor.”’

If in the Philippines there were a
*pass it to your neighbor’ of the Duke
Charles William’s kind, number two,
for all those who do not go to mass on
Sundays . ... but the devil some day
may give those negligent catholics
worse than a ‘“‘pass it to your neigh-
bor.”

You can assure your salvation by saving others.



