Wreitten by o foir-minded Protestant, this orticle should be read by
Protestonts end Caotholies alike . ., .

Protestant and Catholic

IN AMERICA TODAY two mighty
forces exist side by side: Roman
Cotholicism and Protestantism. The
two hove much in common. Both
groups are working to maoke religion
aon integrai port of our national life.
Both seek 10 establish the spiritual

volues of the Christion faith, as the

oniy means of successfully combating
the increasing moterialism of our
oge. Yet there are great differences
between Catholicism and Protestont-
ism, ond some of these differences
are inevitable and irreconcilable.

Each” group stonds for something
the other does not believe in. Since
this is a fact, is there ony possibility
that Roman Catholics ond Protestants
can come together in any way orid,
in a measure ot least, unite their
forces in defense of the Christion
faith? Ar the present moment it
seems almost impossible. As the
American Mercury said: “The widen-
ing gult between protestants and Reo-
man Catholics has become an
portont national issue.”’
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Now it hoppens that time ago |
wrote to Archbishop Cushing of Bos-
on, voicing my approvol of the high
moral and spiritua! quality of his od--
dresses. In my letter | suggested the
possibility of some form of coopero-
tion between Roman Cotholics ond
Protestants agoinst the common foe
of modern materialism. In reply |
received what to me was a most os-
tounding letter, and one which most
certoinly is worth quoting in full. |
have Archbishop Cushing’s permis-
sion t0 do this.

Dear Mr, Kimball: The bleasings
of the Lord to you for your jrand
note. As you know full well, the
way s hard, and o kind word like
Yyours iz a sowrce of great encowr-
apement, I am convinced that
Christians of all classes, Protest-
ants and Catholics, must wunite if
we are to aave the world from ma-
ral and spiritual decay, which is
aliays the prefude to material de-
struction.



