For offerings and supplications. . ®

N THE ALTAR

VW Lorenzo N. Talatala, DDGM e

The altar of today, as used in var-
ious churches, 1s as old as man’s be-
lief in God, as the Masonic altar of
obligation is as old as Masonry it-
self.  As man began to acknowledge
the existence of the Supreme Being,
he also began to improvise lus altar,
that he may conveniently kneel on his
knecs before it, to adore Him and
ofter sacrifice to ilis Holy Name.
The first altar, as recorded in the
Book of the Law, was built by Joshua
on Mount Ebal out of rough and
unhewn stones wathout the use of any
tool of iron, where “they offered holo-
causts and peace offerings to the Lord.”
As man progressed and has skill dev-
cloped, he began to hew cubical stones
ior his altar.  Later, beautiful designs
were intricately Eid out and carefully
carved, in true manifestation of love
and care for this divine symbol. As
iaith became decper and the idea of
sacrifice  grew  an omeaning,  lavish
jewels and priceless giits were show-
ered upon the altar w0 adorn the place
of prayver.  Nothing was regarded too
expensive for the purpose.  Tewples
andd cathedrals began to be built, at
times ancient caves were utilized in-
stead, and  for purposes of adoring
Hun, two altes were contrived —
one inside the temple called the altar
ol incense or adoeration and the other
m front of the wemple, called the aliar
of sacrifice, where man burned glain
heasts amd the products of the soil,
ta ofier up his thanks 10 Him, for
the bountiful which 1l¢ had
surrottuled men on the surface of this
plance.

The altar of adoration which is
placed due LEast of the temple is held
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sacred by everyone, that during the
arcient times, it was conveniently used
as the peaceful sanctuary of the hunt-
ed criminals, fugitives, slaves and the
{orlorn, for it was then regarded as
an act of sacrilege to forcibly drag
them out of that sacred place because
they were, while there, deemed under
the protection of God.  TFarther be-
hind the altar, is the Holy Place,
wherein only the High Priest may
enter.

Aan is zenerally known to oe the
only being on carth that prays —
cither alone or together. How im-
pressive, ndeed, it 15 to sce a group
of human heings gathered together in
the most orderly and meck sanner,
their hieads bowed with reverence to-
wards the altar, united in prayer. Still
more pathetic and rather compassion-
ate s the parting desire of criminals
condenmmed to die, in their last will,
to ask to he allowed to have a last
supplication with God through a Priest
or any other Minister of the church, to
invoke 1lis blessings, during thetr last
moments of desperation. “There is no
doubt (hat :mong God-helicvers, cven
the hardened criminal, the brute, the
cruel and (yrannical, and cven the sa-
distic, in thar enlightened moments,
remember God and pray for IHis aid
and support in times of distress, dan-
ger, persccution, sulfering, terror or
tragedy.

The altar, imside the house of Gaod,
nsedd for religious worship, plays a
great heneficent influence in shaping
the life of a man.  Detore at, all the
arions boly sacraments are admimist-
ered from the time a clald 1s baptized
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till the time he receives the last sac-
rament in death at old age. During
imcient times, even covenants and
treatics between nations were often-
times signed before i, invoking the
presence of God as a witness 1n the
transactions.  Up to tlns day, vows
are being taken before the altar sanc-
tioned by our customs and traditions
and are binding to the honor and con-
science of the individual. And, above
all these, the place 1s held so sacred,
that i front of it, while in decp me-
ditation and praver, one acquires the
unusual fecling of the presence of the
Great Creator blessing Ilis creatures
aud can visualize the winged aungels
hovering tenderly and graciously over
the hcads of the devotees. Coming oul
of the dvor of the temple one 1cels
spirittally refreshed as a new and bet-
ter nan, because of his comunniom
with God.  Ile¢ returns to his home
with a heart teeming with joy and a
scif-assured outlook in life.

On the other hand, there.had
been cases of wanton desecration
of the sacred altar, by being tainted
with the sinners' blood and their mis-
deeds.  Cases of double suicide by
pairs of frustrated lovers, suicides by
spurned lovers and others who were
desperate in their lives and bad lost
faith n society, have been committed
hefore the altar. A Judge had been
shot and killed while taking communion
hefore the altar,  Altars have been
robbed of priceless ornaments and
countless  valnables by  malefactors,
Churches were used as prison bar-
racks and dungeons of death of war
prisoners duriny the war,  All these,
desprcable as they appear to be, tend
to show contempt for the symbol of the
throne of God. and are visible signs
of moral degeneratton wmong men in
this modern age — only to return to
the folds of Godliness later, when
confronted with danger, when in dis-
tress, while sufiering or agonizing in
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pain and when the shadow of death is
visibly reflected upon the walls around
their lonely places of abode.

The DMasonic altar, on the other
hand, 1s significantly difierent from
the religrous altar, While the religious
altar is situated due ast of the tem-
ple 10 coniormmity with the rising of
the sun, the Masonic altar is situated
at the center of the Loadge. While
religious altars are dedicated along
sectarian Jincs and are as varied as
there are dificrences in religious sects,
in AMasonry there is only one common
altar, where differences i religious
belicis are cast aside and people are
unified in one common prayer accept-
able to all. in adoring the Great Crea-
tor of the Universe.

The Lodge is said to be a petit re-
presentation of the universe canopied
by the star-ecked heaven with the
journeying sun providing light to the
other heavenly bodies revolving around
it. The altar, therefore, situated in the
center of the Lodge, is similar to the
sun that diffuses light to all the acti-
vities of the [udge. Tt is not meant
to be just a piece of furniture to sup-
port the Great Lights, or its position
in the center of the Lodge merely ac-
cidental. It has a far deeper meaning,
in that it has a religious significance,
although Masonry is not a religion.
Masonry, by its very nature, is inter-
woven with religion as to require its
initiates to pay homage to the Deity,
hut not to the extent of being involved
in sectarian conflicts or the interpre-
tation of religious beliefs. Truly trans-
lated, the asonic altar is an altar
of freedom — “freedom of faith, not
freedom from faith.” All Masons
throughout the world, if they be true
Masons, have knelt hefore a common
altar, to be obligated and to receive
light from the Master of the Lodge,
regardless of creed, racial differences

and stations in life. Tumn to page 24
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that may cone to another brother or
any member of his family. If some
accident befell a brother or a member
of his family, gets sick seriously or
dies, the brethren should e the first
group of people 10 come and share with
the sorrow and to oficr financial help
automatically, because this is a part
of our sworn obligation before the
Altar.  When every Master Mason
does his sworn obligation to all con-
cerned, rwore especially to a brother,
we encourage everyhody to be active
m the Lodge and be conscious of their
duties.

Il. A well-sto-do or much- better-
off brother having a car, a pick-up or
a jeep, shoukl go out of his way to
find out if some brethren are ready to
vo to Lodge mecting and can be ac-

commaodated i his vehicle, This, in-
®
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complete  peantleman...  And  the

complet2 gentleman 15 the muan pas-
sionately devoted to friendliness. ..
When vou sce two friends, you sec
two hodies with a single soul.

The 13th century philosopher and
theologian ~ Saint  Thomas  Aquinas
mamtainedd  with  “pagan”  Aristotle
(4th c. B.CY that “every wan has
within him the form, or the urge, to
turn himself into an angel, just as
every accorn has within it the form,
or the urge, to turn itself into an oak
tree.”

THE ALTAR

To hoth Rehigion  and  AMasoory,
therefore, the altar s indispensable, it
being the pivotal point and source of
divine light for all (he activities in
both. Tt symbolizes the throne of the
Supreme DBeing, wherenpon He pre-
sides over and oversces all the labors
taking place around Jim.  Finally,
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deed, 1s an ideal which we might call
real Masonry in actton and a fine ges-
ture of brotherly affection and love
existing only among individuals with
such a close fraternal relations. No
doubt tlns system will improve and
promote attendance in Lodge mecungs.

Brethren, how about giving a try
of these solutions to poor attendance
cnumerated above? Is it not inspiring
to hear and to note that in some
Lodges, attendance is “overflowing”
s0 to speak, and that if some brethren
happen to be a little late in coming,
seats and spaces lhecome a problem?
If it can be done in other Lodges,
why can it not be done right in our
own Lodges, too?

Brethren, here s a real challenge
for you and me. As for me, I accept
the challenge. Do vou? A

Saint Thomas played a central role
in the assinilation of Aristotelianism
in Christianity, There was a time
when Church officials warned against
the teaching of the Aristotelian treat-
ises — probably hecause of the Mo-
hammedan route by which it had
come.  Fventually, they decided that
the thing to do was not to outlaw
Aristotle or to burn his books but
to study himy with all due care. Thus,
Christiamity has heen cariched with
his philosophy since the thirtcenth or
iourtecenth century. A
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it will undoubtedly he tor the best
interest of the Order, if only the bre-
thren, expecially those whose interest
m Masonry are waning, will come to
recall what they pledged before the
altar of obhgation, that they may once
more fully realize the important du-
ties they owe to God, country, the
Lodge, the brethren and mankind. A
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