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Is the future bright for Indonesia?

What is the Future of Indonesia?

Specific objectives:

1. To understand the background of
the present conflict

2. To know the provisions of the
Linggadjati Agreement

3. To understand the causes of the
conflict after the conclusion of the
Linggadjati Agreement

4. To know the prospects for a peace-
ful settlement of the Ind ian Ques-
tion

We are witnessing today the strug-
gles of the Indonesian Republic for ex-
1stence. These struggles have been
going on for the last two years. What
are the causes of the present conflict?
What are the provisions of the Ling-
gadjati Agreement? Why was there a
final breakdown after the conclusion
of the Linggadjati Agreement? What
progress has been made on the settle-
ment of the Indonesian Question?

Proclamation of the Republic of
Indonesia

On August 17, 1945, four days after
the capitulation of Japan, a group of
Indonesian patriots headed by Dr.
Achmed Soekarno and Mohammed Hat-
ta proclaimed the Republic of Indone-
sia. The proclamation reads in part:

“Since independence is the right
of every nation, any form of sub-
jugation in this world is contrary
to humanity and justice, and must
be abolished. The struggle for In-
donesian Independence has reach-
ed a stage of glory in which the In-
donesian people are led to the gate-
way of an independent, united, sov-

ereign, just, and prosperous Indo-
nesian state.

“With the blessings of God Al-
mighty, and moved by the high-
est ideals to lead a free national
life, the Indonesian people hereby
declare their independence.”

History of the struggle for inde-
pendence

The proclamation was the outcome of
the struggles of more than 72,000,000
people who live in an area of 753,168
square miles. The Indonesians before
World War II were under the rule of
the Dutch government. The colony has
been called the Dutch East Indies. It
consists of five large islands—Borneo,
Celebes, Java, Sumatra, and the west-
ern half of New Guinea and 15 medium-
sized islands and a thousands of small
ones.

The Dutch East Indies or Nether-
lands India is known in history as the
“Treasure House of Asia.” The archi-
pelago is a melting pot of several
races. The Malayan predominates by
a large majority. There are in all sixty
different languages. Fifty seven of
these languages are used in schools.
Ninety per cent of the people are Mo-
hammedans; the Christians number 2,-
500,000.

The islands are among the richest
areas in the world. Before World War
II, the archipelago produced 91% of
the world’s quinine, 86% of its pepper,
72% of its kapok, 37% of its rubber,
43% of its plant ails, 33% of its cord-
age fiber, 27% of its coconut oil, and
19% of its tea.
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For 300 years Indonesia has been a
Dutch colony since 1595 when the
islands were placed under Dutch con-
trol. The peoples of Indonesia, like
peoples elsewhere in the world, have
expressed during the last 30 years
their desire to be free. In the 19th cen-
tury, there occurred over 30 local re-
volts against Dutch authority.

The revolutionary movement for free-
dom was formally organized in 1908
when the first nationalist society,
Boedi Oetomo or “Glorious Endeavor”
or “High Endeavor” held its first con-
gress. The society was organized by a
Javanese doctor, W. S. Desada who was
inspired by Princess Kartini’s writings
on nationalism. The Princess gave in-
struction to the daughters of the native
officials for the purpose of making
them understand the ideals of their
country. The nationalist movement
grew rapidly. By 1910, there were 10,-
000 members enrolled in 40 branches.

The second great step towards the

In 1917, However, the society changed
its demands. It asked for complete in-
depend The b declared that
if parliamentary means failed, they
would not hesitate to fight for their
freedom. The third congress held in
1918 took on a more radical trend. It
declared capitalism and socialism as
the enemies of the people.

Several other organizations joined
the nationalist movement. An Indian
Party was organized in 1912, the main
purpose of which was to champion an
independent East Indies. In 1923, a
League of Intellectuals was established
for the purpose of awakening national
consciousness. Later an “Indonesian
Study Club” was organized for the pur-
pose of arousing national consciousness.
Many similar clubs arose in the various
cities of Java. In 1922, R. M. Soewardi
Suryaningrat founded the Taman Sis-
wo, an educational institute the pur-
pose of which was to create an Indone-
sian culture. In 1927, Soekarno found-
ed the National Indonesian Party at
Bad In May, 1939, all Indonesian

struggle for Ind ian freedom was
taken up by the Sarikat Islam. This
political society originated in central
Java about 1910. The people engaged
in the native batik industry decided to
present a united front against the
Chinese who were exploiting the
people dependent on this industry.
The people wanted to secure eco-
nomic independence from the Chinese.
They launched several cooperatives.
The economic boycott of Chinese goods
was followed by riots in 1912. Sarikat
Islam was greatly stimulated by the re-
ligious spirit of the people. By appeal-
ing to Islamism, the leaders succeeded

in persuading thousands of Indonesians

to join the movement. The society held
its first congress in 1913. It pledged
loyalty to the Dutch government and
decided to secure measures for self-
government peacefully.

nationalist parties were organized into
a federation known as the Gaboengan

Partai Indonesia or G. A, P. P. This
federation is the most significant
achi t in the devel t of Indo-

nesian nationalism.

The Dutch refused to recognize
Indonesian. independence

The Japanese occupation of Indonesia
during World War II greatly stimulat-
ed the movement for national freedom.
The spirit of nationalism was stimu-
lated by the Japanese slogan of “Asia
for the Asiatics.” Dr. Achmed Soekar-
no collaborated with the Japanese in
order to achieve his main objective—the
freedom of Indonesia. In his testimony
before the international tribunal in
Japan, Major Klass A. DeWeerd, a re-
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served officer in the Royal Netherlands
indies army who was imprisoned in
Java during World War II, testified
that the Republic of Ind ia headed
by Sockarno was proclaimed after Hi-
rohito had capitulated. This was made
possible by the fact that the news of
the unconditional surrender could not
reach the people. Outside information
was totally withheld from the natives
and ordinary soldiers.

The Dutch government refused to re-
cognize Ind ian ind d The
British went to Indonesia for two pur-
poses. First, to accept the Japanese
surrender. Second, to protect more
than 200,000 Dutch and Allied prison-
ers of war and internees. The British
forces made no clear-cut decision as to
whether to favor the Dutch government
or the Indonesian Republic. The Brit-
ish forces came slowly. This gave the
Indonesian Republic'a chance to consol-
idate its position, to proclaim a con-
stitution, and to establish administra-
tion over Bormeo, Java, the Molucecas,
S tra, and the Soend

Provisions of the Linggadjati
Agreement

In the later part of 1945, widespread
disturbances occurred. The Indonesians
resisted the British occupation of their
country. The British, on the other hand
were forced to use Japanese troops
against Indonesian extremists in an ef-
fort to maintain law and order. On
November 30, 1946, the British with-
drew according to an agreement be-
{ween the Dutch and the British govern-
ments. The Dutch forces took over the
positions left by the British.

The Indonesians continued their re-
sistance against the arrival of the
Dutch forces. Bloody clashes took
place between the Indonesians and the
Dutch. The Dutch government initiated

several negotiations with the Indone-
sian Republic for the purpose of meet-
ing half-way the demands of Indonesia
for complete independence. In the
first negotiation held in April, 1946, the
Indonesians refused Queen Wilhelmi-
na’s offer of self-government because
they wanted complete independence.
The Netherlands government recom-

ded the establish t of a free In-
donesia which would be an autonomous
unit in the Netherlands kingdom. The
Netherlands government presented the
idea that the freedom of the Dutch East
Indies should be gradually attained.
Because of the unyielding demands of
the Ind ians, the negotiati failed.

The Dutch government, however, was-
determined to settle the Indonesian
Question, Efforts were then exerted to
resume the negotiations. During 1946
and early 1947, several conferences were
resumed. After 16 months of difficult
negotiations, the Dutch government
and the Republic of Indonesia came to
an agreement. They signed the Ling-
gadjati Agreement on March 25, 1947,

The provisions of the Agreement
were: (1) The Netherlands Government
would recognize the Republic as the
de facto authority in Java and Suma-
tra. (2) The Netherlands and the Re-
publican Government would cooperate
toward the setting up of a sovereign
democratic federal state, the United
States of Indonesia (USI). It would
be composed of the Republic of Indone-
sia, embracing Java and Sumatra, the
state of Bérneo, and the Greater East-
ern State. (3) The Netherlands and
Republican Government would cooper-
ate toward the formation of the Nether-
land-Indonesian Union, to consist of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands—including
the Netherlands, Suriman, and Curacao
—and the USI, which Union would
have as its head the Queen of the
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Netherlands. (4) The Netherlands-
Indonesian Union and the USI would
be formed not later than January 1,
1949, and that the Union would set up
its own agencies for the regulation of
matters of common interest to the mem-
ber states specifically, the matters of
foreign affairs, defense, and certain fi-
nancial and economic policies. (5)
Mutual and gradual reduction of Dutch
troops from Republican areas.

Causes of breakdown after the
Agreement.

After the Linggadjati Agreement
has been reached, both sides became
dissatisfied with the way the agreement
was being carried out. The Republic
of Indonesia became dissatisfied with
the steps taken by the Dutch to estab-
lish the two states unilaterally and not
in cooperation with the Republic, as the
Linggadjati Agreement provided. It
also comtinued to suffer from economic
blockade by the Dutch navy which shut
Java off from needed imports.

The Dutch government on the other
band were disturbed by the fact that
the Republic of Indonesia busily en-
gaged in foreign relations and diplomat-
ic activity which seemed designed to
sabotage the plan for a federation and
make possible the plete independ
ence which had been given up in the
Linggadjati Agreement.

The Dutch government decided to
take “police action” on July 21, 1947.
Large scale military operations were
launched by the Dutch to restore peace
and order. The Indonesians offered
armed resistance. The war resulted in
the deaths of many Dutch and Indone-
sian nationals and much destruction of
property.

The Security Council issued a
""cease fire" order

On July 30, 1947, the governments of
Australia and India addressed formal
letters to the Security Council urging
the Security Council to take “immediate
action to restore international peace
and security” under Article 39 of the
United Nations Charter. A cease fire
order was issued or August 1, 1947.
Then a Committee of Good Offices was
created to help the Netherlands and the
Republic of Indonesia in finding a basis
for a final settlement of the differences
which separated them. '

The Committee of Good Offices was
made up of Belgium, Australia, ‘and
the United States. After weeks of dif-
ficult negotiations aboard the USS
Fenville, a plan was worked out which
both the Netherlands and Republic of
Indonesia accepted. The plan accepted
two principles: the first was the truce;
the second, a brief and simple state-
ment of principles, known as the Ren-
ville Agreements, which are to form an
agreed basis for negotiating a final
political settlement of the differences
between the two governments.

Provisions of the Renville Agree-
ments

The Renville Agreements provided for
several principles. (1) The sovereign-
ty of the Netherlands in Indonesia was
affirmed for a brief interim period.
(2) During this interim period prepa-
rations for an independent government
in Indonesia would be taken. (3) The
Dutch and the Republic of Indonesia
would cooperate, (4) After the interim
period the Government of Indonesia
would undertake to transfer full sov-
ereignty to the new nation which shall
be called the United States of Indone-
sia. It is to be composed of a number
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of states, comprising the entire archi-
pelago, of which one is to be the Re-
public of Indonesia. (5) The bounda-
ries of the states would be determined
by democratic procedures. (6) The
states making the USI would elect their
repr tives. A constitution was
to be prepared. (7) The new nation,
the United States of Indonesia, and the
old nation, the Kingdom of the Nether-
lands, shall join of their own free will
as equal partners in the Netherlands
Indonesian Union.

Progress being made by the Com-
mittee of Good Offices

The Committe of Good Offices re-
ported to the Security Council that the
truce has been generally successful.
Troops have been evacuated from either
side of the status quo line. Good feel-
ing between police forces on the demil-
itarized zones has not been lacking.
“A revolutionary situation has been
transformed into one in which legiti-
mate desires of both Dutch and Indo-
nesian peoples can be achieved through
evolutionary processes.” The truce
has been successful for ¢ver five
months.

The Committee of Good Offices, how-
ever, is trying to solve the difficulties
that are being met. After seven and a
bhalf months of work, the Committe is
faced by deadlocks. During the latter
part of May, the Australian and the
United States representatives in the
Committee became increasingly con-
cerned with the failure of the parties
to make any significant progress re-
garding the major points in dispute.
The Dutch and the Indonesian govern-
ment are now faced by a deadlock over
the discussion of the “Working Paper
‘and Outline for a Political Settlement”.
Both governments have not yet found a
formula for the continuance of the dis-
cussions of the Indonesian question.

The negotiations were broken again in
December, 1948, War was began by
the Dutch. Will the final settlement
put into effect the principles of de-
mocracy and self-determination which
were promised in the Renville Agree-
ment? That, today, is the issue.

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. Why is the Dutch East Indies
called the “Treasure House of Asia”?

2. Do you think the people of Indo-
nesia have a right to proclaim their in-
dependence? Why?

3. Why was education on the ideals
of the Indonesian culture important in
the devel t of nationalism?

4. How' is economic independence
related to the struggle of the people for
{reedom?

5. Explain why the Dutch have re-
fused to recognize the independence of
Indonesia.

6. Do you think the offer of Queen
Wilhelmina for self-government reason-
able? Why?

7. Why did the Dutch and the Re-
public of Indonesia come to -clashes
after the conclusion of the Linggadjati
Agreement?

8. Do you think the principles of the
Renville Agreements fair for both the
Dutch and the Indonesians? Why?

9. What is the significance of the
work of the Committee of Good Offices?

10. Do you think there is a happy
political future for Indonesia? Why?
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Why are there “sore spots”?

What are the Key Spotlights in the
International Scenes for 19492

Specific objectives:

1. To know the key areas of the world
which will continue as sore spots
affecting world peace

2. To understand why these key areas
are sore spots

3. To understand the significance of
these key areas

Significant world events took place in
the year 1948, the year which has just
come to a close, but as the New Year en-
ters the world scene, it is confronted by
many problems still unsolved regarding
world peace. For the first time, its in-
nocent eyes behold the key areas that
were the source of conflicts in the past
and which will continue as sore spots of
the world.

What are these key areas which will
continue as sore spots? Why are these
areas sore spots? What are the prob-
lems which will continue to affect
world peace in the months ahead?

Continued split between the Easi
and West

The conflict between the East and the
West, which had its beginnings at the
Teheran and Yalta conferences, will con-
tinue to divide the world into two — the
democratic world and the communist
world,

This conflict between the East and the
West was marked by four important
events in 1948. First, the atomic energy
problem was left unsolved. The Russian
delegate to the United Nations Atomic
Energy Commission insisted on the Rus-
sian Plan for the control of atomic
energy in spite of the fact that the ma-
jority of the members voted for the

American Plan. Second, the birth of the
Western European Union caused un-
easiness among the top men of the Polit-
buro, the political conrolling body of
Russia, who feared a new realignment
of the European powers, Third, the
European Recovery Program (ERP) for
the 16 countries participating in the
Marshall Plan has forced the Cominform
to sabotage the project to make Europe
recover economically, Fourth, a full
dress battle of harsh words on “war
mongering” was witnessed by the 58
members of the United Nations during
the third regular annual session of the
General Assembly at Paris, France.

A close watch on 16 European
countries

Sixteen countries in Europe will con-
tinue to be the center of the economic
struggle between Russia and the West-
ern powers. The United States has
launched its offensive for the economic
recovery of 16 European countries.
Funds amounting to $5,300,000,000
will continue to flow until March 31, to
these countries participating in the Mar-
shall Plan:

Nation Amount of Aid
Britain .... $1,324,300,000
France 1,130,800,000
Ttaly 703,600,000
Netherlands 599,600,000
‘Western Germany 549,400,000
Belgium-Luxemburg 295,500,000
Austria 185,600,00C
Denmark 130,800,000
Ireland 113,900,000
Greece 106,400,000
Norway 32,800,000
Sweden 28,400,000
Iceland 10,900,000
Turkey 10,000,000
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The latest report of the Chairman of
the ECA (Economic Cooperation Ad-
ministration) shows that three important
things are happening in these 16 coun-
tries. (1) Recovery is taking hold in
Europe. (2) People are more optimistic
now than during any other period after
the war. (3) War fears are fading.

Russia is closely watching the prog-
ress being made in these 16 countries.
She knows that the economic recovery
of these countries would bring about
their political stability which would
thwart her (Russia’s) march across
Europe.

Western Europe

Western Europe is now on the spot-
light of world affairs. There are two
main reasons for this: First a founda-
tion for a new Europe was built in
March, 1948 when five powers — Brit-
ain, France, the Netherlands, Belgium,
and Luxemburg — signed a 50-year
military, economic, and social alliance.
Second, significant progress is being
made in the formulation of the defense
plan of these countries, A correspond-
ent writing in the London Times said:
“Western Europe, and not Berlin, is the
key to the Berlin Crisis of 1948.”

Eastern Europe

Eastern Europe is also on the spot-
light because of two important reasons:
First, Russia is trying to strengthen her
hold on the economic, political, cultural,
and military lives of Poland, Eastern
Germany, Eastern Austria, Yugoslavia,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Albania, and
Bulgaria — the countries under her con-
trol. Although some of these countries
would like to adopt the Marshall plan
for their economic recovery, they are
being forced by Russia to accept and
execute the Molotov Plan. Second,
some leaders under the Iron Curtain
would like to be independent of Russia’s
control, Whether or not Russia would

succeed in bringing all these countries
under her iron grip will be seen in the
months ahead.

Spitsbergen

Three hundred seventy five miles
north of Norway, in the Arctic Ocean,
lies Spitsbergen. It is a group of is-
‘lands belonging to Norway.

In these islands Russia who has been
given the right to mine coal has been
demanding, in addition, military bases.
Norway refused Russia’s demand for
these bases in 1948, but whether Norway
would be able to refuse future Russian
demands and resist another Russian
pressure remains to be seen,

Greece and Turkey

Two important outposts of democracy
m Europe, Greece and Turkey, are re-
ceiving economic and military aid under
the Truman Doctrine, These two coun-
tries are vital in the defense of Europe;
Greece is indispensable in the defense
of the Mediterranean, while Turkey is
highly important in the defense of the
Middle East.

In both these countries, however, de-
spite the economic and military aid ex-
tended to them, democracy is being en-
dangered. In Greece, democracy is
threatened by the continuous civil war
launched by the Greek guerrillas under
General Markos Vafiades: who estab-
lished the “Free Government of Greece”
to put Northern Greece under Com-
munist control. In Turkey, democracy
is imperiled by the demands of Russia
for military bases in the Dardanelles
and for a share in the control of this
passageway. In 1947, Turkey rejected
Russia’s demand for a joint Russo-Turk-
ish control of the Dardanelles against
which other interested powers protested.
Today, Turkey fears a sudden attack
from Russia who may resort to arms in
order to secure her demands. Some
political commentators who know this
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have fittingly said, “Turkey is living on
borrowed time.”

Palestine

By all means, Palestine, the trouble
spot in the Middle East, must have
peace. Efforts must be exerted to solve
the Palestine Question which up to now
has remained unsolved despite various
proposals. Any means possible should
be used to hasten the solution of this
problem which has been delayed by the
assassination of the Palestine mediator,
Count Folke Bernadotte, on September
17, 1948. He was assassinated the day
after he had completed his report on
Palestine but before any di ion on

are developing their bases in Africa
just in case the present “cold war” re-
sults into a “shooting war”, Russia
wants to get.a share in the control of
the former Italian possessions in Afri-
ca. The Western powers, however, are
opposed to such a demand.

Iceland and Greenland

Russia and the Western powers are
keeping their eyes on Iceland and Green-
land because of the strategic positions
of these two islands which were used
by the Allies as military bases during
World War II

Iceland was once under the Danish

his report could take place.

Pakistan and India

In Pakistan and India, the two na-
tions created on August 15, 1947 when
the British crown decided to terminate
its 200-year rule of India, complete peace
is still lacking. These two independent
states have not yet learned to cooperate
in solving their common problems.

At present both governments are beset
with numerous problems which will test
their ability to maintain their newly
acquired freedom. Besides fear of in-
ternal strife, like the short civil war be-
tween India and Hyderabad in 1948,
there are other pressing problems

d by di hunger, death, and
insecurity,

An official report gives these deplor-
able facts which Pakistan and Irdia
must face:

(1) 30% of Indian families suffer from
undernourishment. (2) Life expectancy
is the lowest in the world. (3) The
birth rate in India is 34 per 1,000. The
death rate is 22.4 per 1,000.

North Africa

North Africa is again on the spotlight
as a result of the struggle for “strategic
bases”. Britain and the United States

crown, but now it is an independent na-
tion. Greenland is still a Danish colony.

Alaska

Alaska is on the spotlight because of
its strategic position in connection with
the launching of guided missiles. This
territory formerly belonged to Russia,
but Russia, fearing that Alaska might
be lost in case of a war with England,
sold it to the United States,

As a pr tion against a sudden Rus-
sian attack through Bering Strait, Alas-
ka is now being developed as a major
American base.

Central Pacific

Most of the islands in the Central
Pacific are strategically good for mili-
tary bases. At present in  some of these
1slands the United States has a number
of military bases. One of these islands,
Eniwetok, has become a testing ground
for atomic weapons,

Indonesia

The complete formation of the United
States of Indonesia which was expected
to be perfected by January, 1949 is not
yet in sight. Negotiations which began

(Please turn to page 211)

200 *

Current Events Review

VOL. IV, No. 7



Is the world still jittery?

What do People Think of World War lil?

Specific objectives:
1. To become acquainted with the im-
pottant views on World War III

2. To understand the significance of
these views

A memorable year has just ended.
This year will be known as a “The Year
of Decision”. It was a very evemtful

Western Union, (5) the revolt of Mar-
shal Josef Broz Tito, (6) intensification
of the activities of the Cominform, and
(7) the Berlin Crists.

Why we need a survey of
opinions

‘We need a calm and careful study of
the diff betv the d tic

year because of important devel

in world affairs. One topic that worried
so many people and leaders is the ques-
tion of World War III, The same ques-
tion will continue to engage the atten-
tion of world leaders in the months
ahead. What are the common views on
World War III? What is the signifi-
cance of these views?

Three eventful years

The last three years — 1946, 1947,
1948—were eventful years. During theése
years, there were talkss .about World
‘War III. In 1946, people began talking
about the possibility of World War III;
however, most of them did not believe
that war would be immediate although
there were evidences of growing tensions
between Russia and the United States.
In 1947 the talks of another global war

became more frequent as a result of the.

creation of two worlds. Two doctrines
also contributed to these talks: the Tru-
man Doctrine for the checking or “con-
tai ” of C and the Sta-
lin Doctrine for speeding the spread of
world Communism. Then in 1948, the
talks of another world war became more
frequent and more serious than during
the previous two years. The main rea-
sons for this were: (1) the sharp clash
of words on “war mongering”, (2) the
approval of the European Recovery
Program (ERP), (3) the birth of West-
ern Germany, (4) the formation of the

world and Russia in order that we may
understand the possible causes of World
War III. We need also a survey of
opinions on World War III in order to
understand the undercurrents of his-
tory.

Danger of "war" over an
"accident" in Berlin

It is believed that the “Berlin Crisis”
may not bring about a war, although the
possibility of war is not eliminated. In
an article entitled “Western Europe, Not
Berlin, is Key to Crisis,” James Reston,
a veteran newspaper correspondent on
European affairs wrote:

“There have been talks of war since
the Western appeal to the United Na-
tions against the Soviet Union, but sdber
opinion here is not that the chances of
war are much, if any, greater. There is
no evidence of Soviet preparation for
war. The good weather is too far gone
for mobilizing and for fighting a major
war in the West. One other point that
is often overlooked: Western air and
naval power in the vicinity of Europe
have been increased quietly since the
start of the Berlin blockade.

“Moreover, the danger that a war
may start over some ‘accident’ to Amer-
ican planes going into Berlin is perhaps
smaller than most people believe.”
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Three-dimensional warfare not
sufficient for a global war

“War is not imminent,” announced
Robert S. Allen, Liberty’s columnist,
after he had talked with George Kenan,
an outstanding member of the policy-
making staff of Secretary Marshall, and
to three key ambassadors — Lewis
Douglas in London, Walter Bedell
Smith in Moscow, and Robert Murphy
in Berlin, Allen said: “Without vast
industrial resources, Russia’s ‘three-
dimensional warfare’ (air, land, and sea)
could not be in a position to match the
powers of the United States and Great
Britain. And Russia knows this too...”

The three key ambassadors in Europe
agree that the single greatest factor
that prevents Russia from starting a
shooting war is her ‘‘unprepared-
ness,” — economic, political, and mili-
tary. Russia’s war potential is in a
bad condition, She lacks oil, and her
heavy-industries have not yet been re-
built.

Can peace be controlled?

After several private interviews with
leading statesmen of the General As-
sembly, a noted political correspondent
who covered the third regular annual
session in Paris made the observation
that war is not imminent. His report og
the war situation is as follows:

“The political situation has indeed de-
teriorated. But the purely political as-
pects may well be less indicative of war
or peace now than before 1939.”

It was pointed out by the statesmen
interviewed that in 1946 the Yugoslavs
shot down a United States aircraft in
Yugoslavia; that a British transport
plane was destroyed in a collision with
a Soviet fighter; that intrusive forays
have been made into the Western sec-
tors of Berlin and arrests have been
made; that isolated shootings are not
unusual on both sides. “Yet, while any

of these might have precipitated a con-
flict in 1939, none has done so since
the German collapse in May, 1945.”

Is World War lll at hand?

This is the title of an excellent article
written by a staff of correspondents
from Stockholm, Berlin, Paris, London,
and Washington. The general conclu-
sions of these correspondents on March
26, 1948 are as follows: “War fear is
great and growing in many nations of
Europe. War is expected in a matter
of months by some, within 4 or 5 years
by others. The War trend is running
strong. War depends on how far the
Russians are ready to push.”

The same correspondents made an-
other report on July 30, 1948. “War
scare,” they said, “for the present, is
over. The United States and Russia
are going to talk, not fight. What is
ahead is a story of peace. Diplomats
are talking and taking charge of the
Berlin crisis.  Soldiers now have the
back seat. Armed peace is about the
best that come out of the talking. U.S.-
Russian distrust is as strong as ever.
Tries for peace may fail again, but
peace, not war, is the trend.”

What are the chances of war?

The fateful meeting of the third reg-
ular annual session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly made the world
Jjittery because of the “hot exchange of
words on war mongering,” Time and
Life correspondents in Europe and
Washington asked the question: “What
are the chances of war?” The answer
to the question, is illuminating.

Question: What kind of Soviet act
would bring war?

Answer: There will be war if the
Red army moves beyond its present
positions in Europe or the Middle East.
That is, the West will fight if the Red
Army seizes the Western sectors of
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Berlin or invades the British and U.S.
zones in Germany, or attacks in Greece
or Iran. At the moment it is not pre-
pared to fight so long as others—Greek
Communists, for instance — have the
Russians fighting for them.”

The Russians assume that war is
inevitable

It is significant to note that whenever
there is a critical tension in world af-
fairs, Josef Stalin assures the world
that there would be no war. It is also
significant to note that whenever the
regular annual session of the General
Assembly begins, Josef Stalin announces
through correspondents that there would
be no war. But all these anouncements
do not mean that Russia does not want
war.

In October, 1948, a well written book
by Soviet Deputy Premier Nikolai A.
Voznesensky was published in the
United States. This book analyzes in
part the Russo-American relations and
discéusses critical areas of tensions be-
tween the two great powers of the
world. The author concludes that the
only condition for peace in the world
is the total capitulation of the Western
“imperialists” to the Russians. We can
thus see that Russian dictatorship as-
sumes that war is inevitable.

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. Why do you think people talk about
another world war?

2. Explain how the struggle for stra-
tegic places contribute to creation of
critical situations.

3. Do you think the stand of the
United States on principles that will not
compromise the liberties of other nations
is sound in connection with the establish-
ment of world peace? Why?

4. Why is a three-dimensional warfare
important today? Why do you think

Russia is not yet prepared for this type
of war?

5. Philip Mosley, a noted political
commentator wrote in one of the issues
of Survey Graphic: “There were more
talks of war than the actual shooting
war. The more people talk about war,
the less chance there is for another
war.” Do you agree to this statement?
Whyi

6. A United States senator once said
on the floor of Congress: “If the United
States will remain firm, Russia will be-
gin to fear her.” Do you think this is
true? Why?

7. Why does Nikolai A. Voznesensky

conclude that Russia assumes that war
is inevitable?
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Was the session worthwhile?

What were the Important Accomplishments
of the Third Session of the General
Assembly?

Specific objectives:

1. To understand the difficulties un-
der which the General Assembly wovked

2. To know the important acecom-
plishments of the General Assembly

3. To understand the significance of
these accomplishments

The third session of the General As-
sembly will go down in history because
it accomplished a magnificent job. What
difficulties were met by the delegates
during the session? What accomplish-
ments were made by the General Assem-
bly? Why wus the session significant
for future historians?

Difficulties met

The General Assembly met in Paris
for the first part of its third regular
annual session from September 12 to
December 12, 1948. Delegates from the
58 member nations held more than 600
meetings in 12 weeks. More than 17,000
words were spoken on outstanding prob-
lems of our times. Sometimes the de-
bates were bitter and the issues, hotly

t d, for the delegat did not
work under conditions of settled peace.
They labored under conditions of con-
tinuing strife and under the shadow of
ideological clash between the East and
the West.

The Paris session did not reveal any-
thing new about the General Assembly’s
weakness according to an editorial of
the New York Times. “The Assembly
was given practically no power in the
Charter, Its only possible power is in
its role as a forum for discussion and
as an expression and reflection of world
public opinion.”

What factors heightened the
fear of the delegates?

The delegates that met in Paris feared
that the third session might be the last
session of the General Assembly at
which tatives of the i
and non-communist states could sit
down together to discuss and settle their
common problems.

There were several reasons for this
fear on the breakdown of the United
Nations. They were the possible conse-
quences of the land blockade of Berlin
by Russia; the impasse reached by the.
United Nations Atomic Energy Com-
mission in its efforts to relieve the
world-wide fear of atomic war; the
continued guerrilla warfare in Greece
under the leadership of Gen. Markos
Vafiades; the strife in the Holy Land;
the division of Korea into opposing
sealed zones; and, above all the refusal
of the Soviet Union and its satellites to
cooperate with the majority of nations
in writing .the peace treaties for Ger-
many, Austria, and Japan and in find-
ing solutions to these and other inter-
national problems.

The General Assembly did a
magnificent job

The fact that the General Assembly
was able to act on so many of the issues
facing the world, despite persistent
obstructive tactics of the Soviet bloc, it
did much to relieve the fears of many
delegates. Despite basic disagreements
and dissatisfactions during the third
session the General Assembly did a
magnificent job. President Herbert
Evatt has attributed the hostile critic-
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ism hurled against the General Assem-
bly that it could have done more to the
impatience with which the public in-
variably views the results of a delibera-
tive assembly, It is true that a broad
area of disagreement still separates the
minority from the majority, but each
side has had an opportunity to presernt
its views before the world forum and
they were never so far apart as to cause
the withdrawal of either from the in-
ternational organization.

Approval of the human rights
declaration

One of the outstanding .achievements
of the United Nations since its estab-
lishment in 1945 was the approval of the
first universal declaration of human
rights, The vote approving the declar-
ation was 48 to 0 with eight abstaining,
including the Soviet bloc, Saudi Arabia,
and the Union of South Africa.

The human rights declaration begins
with a preamble declaring that “recog-
nition of the inherent dignity and of
the equal and inalienable rights of ali
meémbers of the human family is the
foundation of freedom, justice, and peace
in the world”. There are 31 articles
which proclaim the various: human
rights, including K freedom of thought,
religion and expression, freedom of as-
sembly, equality before the law, egqual
rights for men and women, the rtight
to an adequate standard of living and
just working conditions; no discrimina-
tion as to race, language, religion, prop-
erty status or nationality, and other
social, political, and religious rights.

“The declaration,” according to Mrs.
Franklin D. Roosevelt who urged the
Assembly to approve it, “may well bé-
come the international Magna Carta of
all men everywhere. We hope its pro-
clamation by the G 1 A bly will
be an event comparable to the procla-
mation of the Declaration of the Rights
of Man by the French people in 1789.”

Approval of the genocide
convention

The international convention on geno-
cide was adopted by a vote of 55 to 0,
with only three delegations absent —
the delegations from Costa Rica, El
Salvador, and South Africa. In the con-
vention, it was defined to be genocide
any of the following acts com-
mitted with intent to destroy, in whole
or in part, a national, ethnical, racial
or religious group such as: (1) killing
members of the group; (2) causing
serious bodily or mental harm to mem-
bers of the group; (3) deliberately in-
flicting on the group condition of life
calculated to bring about its physical
destruction in whole or in part; (4) im-
posing measures intended to prevent
births within the group; and (5) forcibly
transferring children of the group to
another group.

The international genocide convention,
unanimously approved by the General
Assembly and already signed by 20 na-
tions, for the first time in history, would
make mass extermination of racial, na-
tional, and religious groups a crime
punishable by an international tribunal.

Decision on atomic energy

With only the Soviet bloc dissenting,
the General Assembly approved the ma-
jority findings and proposals of the
United Nations Atomic Energy Com-
mission (AEC) calling for international
control of atomic energy with effective
safeguards. It expressed concern at the
impasse in the AEC caused by the re-
fusal of Russia to support the majority
and asked the Big Five plus Canada to
continue to seek agreement.

Decision on the Balkans

By an overwhelming vote, the General
Assembly d d ist:
given by Bulgaria, Albania, and Yugos-
lavia to the Greek guerrillas fighting

the ce
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against the Greek government and con-
tinued the United Nations Special Com-
mittee on the Balkans, with which the
communistic bloc has refused to cooper-
ate in the past. It also approved a re-
solution arranging for a return to
Greece of Greek children.

Decision on disarmament

The General Assembly rejected a
Soviet proposal for reducing to one
third the armaments of the Big Five
powers. It asked the Security Council

ission on con i t:
to continue its efforts toward general
disarmament.

1 ar

Decision on Palestine

A three-nation conciliation commis-
sion conmsisting of the United States,
France, and Turkey was established to

attempt to aid Arabs and Jews in
hieving a final settl t of the Holy
Land disput. The G is to

seek a solution to the Palestine question
without reference either to the Berna-
dotte report of the Assembly’s parti-
tion resolution of November 29, 1947.
In addition, the Assembly set up a
voluntary relief program to aid Pales-
tine’s half-million refugees.

Decision on Korea

On the final day of its session and
after a lengthy Soviet filibuster, the
General Assembly: gave formal recogni-
tion to the government of the Republic
of Korea at Seoul. This government was
established as a result of free elec-
tions held on May 10, 1948 under the re-
solution approved by the United Nations.
The formal recognition of the Republic
called for the withdrawal at the earliest
practicable time of all occupation forces,
under United Nations’ observance or
verifications, It also set up a United
Nati C ission to ceed the
temporary commission on Korea which
has been boycotted by the Soviet bloc

and refused admittance into the north-
ern (Russian occupied) zone.

Other decisions

There were other important decisions
arrived at by the General Assembly, It
approved the arrangements for estab-
lishing the United Nations headquarters
in New York City with the aid of the
$65 million loan made by the United
States; it extended the life of the “Lit-
tle Assembly” (which functions while
the General Assembly is not in session)
for another year; it added Spanish to
French and English as the “working
languages” of the United Nations, and
urged the Security Council to reconsider
the membership applications of seven
nations previously vetoed by the Soviet
Union and five others which failed to
get the necessary majority,

In the financial field, the General As-
sembly accepted in principle a United
States proposal that a ceiling be placed
on the percentage of contribution made
to the United Nations budget by any one
member state, The General Assembly
arranged for the transfer of the $10,800,-
000 League of Nations assets to the ac-
counts of the United Nations members
who belonged to the League of Nations
and approved the largest United Nations
budget yet—$43,437,128 for 1949,

In addition, the General Assembly ex-
tended indefinitely the United Nations
Appeal for Children (UNAC), but placed
its administrative or ization under
the International Children’s Emergency
Fund. The UNAC was started a year
ago as an emergency agency to collect
funds to aid children of war-torn lands.

The General Assembly will resume its
meeting in New York on April 1, 1948
to dispose of various items which were
not acted upon. Among the matters to
be taken up at that time will be the
disposition of former Italian colonies;
the freedom of information conventions;
the question of relations with Spain; the
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proposal for a United Nations guard
force; and the treatment of Indians in
South Africa.

Significance of the accomplish-
ments

The historic session of the general
Assembly in Paris will be remembered
by future historians as the human rights
assembly. In his closing address, John
Foster Dulles, acting chairman of the
United States Delegation, said: “We
have met in the country where the de-
claration of rights of man was inspired.
We have met at a time which has seen
mankind’s greatest struggle against
tyranny. And we have met at a time
when the paramount issue is the preserv-
ation of human freedom. Time and
place are combined to welcome the ac-
tions which give immortality to this As-
sembly. Adoption of a universal de-
claration of human rights. Furthermore,
we have given historic support to this
declaration by approving a convention
on genocide, and by taking many con-
crete actions showing our fidelity to the
high principles of the Charter.”

The General Assembly has justified its
existence as a world forum for the ex-
change of opinions on world problems. In
an editorial comment, the Washington
Star wrote: “All the Assembly meas-
ures, of course, will lack force as long
as Russia contemptuously ignorés them
or nullifies them with the veto. To that
extent, it may be said that the Assem-
bly’s latest decisions without having any
means, and little hope, of putting them
into effect, lack force. The decisions,
however, have the full backing of most
of the world, and they thus add up to
a moral reality and a public-opinion
pressure that the Kremlin, despite its
seeming indifference, can hardly afford
to laugh off. In that sense, certainly,
the work done at Paris must be regard-
ed as work significantly helpful to the
task of building a good peace.”

The victory of world opinion was sim-
ilarly expressed by an editorial of the
Watertown, New York Times. The pa-
per said: “Russia, despite all her arro-
gance, is as sensitive to world opinion
as any other nation. That is the reason
she tried her best to prevent open dis-
cussion of the conflict between the So-
viet Union and the Western powers in
the United Nations. She failed and the
discussion has been salutary. It has
demonstrated to Russia the solidarity of
the world outside the Iron Curtain.”

The last session of the General As-
sembly brought the democracies closer
to their ideals of cooperation, solidarity,
and world peace. “The very failure of
the efforts to reach a common ground
with Russia,” wrote the New York He-
rald Tribune, “after the expenditure of
so much effort and the exercise of so
much genuine goodwill and disinterest-
edness, has had the effect of minimizing
any lingering hesitation among the de-
mocracies. If Russia is ever going to
negotiate in good faith and with lasting
results it will be because it has finally
recognized that in the Western associa-
tion of nations it faces a political organ-
ism as purposeful, as strong, and as in-
divisible as itself. In so far as this re-
cognition has been furthered in the de-
bates of these days, the United Nations
has not only assured its own future use-
fulness but has brought nearer a real
peace.”

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. Show the significance of the ac-
complishments of the General Assembly
during its third session,

2. What did Russia learn during this
session ?

3. What did the democracies learn
during th® session?

4. How did this third session bring
the 'democracies closer to their ideals?
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Why is the Dutch Action disappointing?

Why are U.S. Papers Concerned over
Break in Dutch-Indonesian Negotiations?

Several important Ameri p:
pers” have exp d great disapp -

ment over the break in the negotiation:
between the Netherlands and the Repub-
lic of Indonesia. The editorials weighed
the allegations made by both parties and
concluded in many instances that the sit-
uation was one in which the Security
Council should take action,

Why is a negotiated settlement
necessary?

The Christian Science Monitor said:

“To say that the action of the Nether-
lands government in breaking off nego-
tiations with the Indonesian Republic is
disappointing is to put it mildly. Espe-
cially disconcerting are the predicti

d ian nationalism as Japanese-spon-
int sored, they next tended to oppose it as
: ipulated. ‘The Republic’s

recent suppression of large-scale com-
munist revolt has exploded this theory,
and recent reports from The Hague say
that i in Ind is now
considered merely a “passing phase”
which will be reduced rather than stimu-
lated afresh by firm Dutch action. This
could prove to be another costly mis-
judgment, affecting the stability of all
southeast Asia.

“Moreover, any Dutch military action
in Indonesia would be made possible only
by the American Marshall Plan aid to
thé Netherlands. The official Dutch
warning against outside “intervention”

in Ind affair is a little ironical

being made in various quarters that this
may lead to renewed Dutch military ac-
tion against the Republic.

“There is no denying that the Dutch
have had many provocations lately. A
mounting series of violent incidents has
made the negotiations more difficult.
The Netherlands blames this on the po-
litical intransigence of the Republic, the
indonesians on the increasing suffering
which has come from what they call
Dutch economic “blockade”—or “trade
regulations,” as the Dutch insist it
should be called.

“Yet the Security Council decided over
a. year ago that the situation was a
threat to peace dgmanding U.N. inter-
vention, and nothing that has happened
since makes it any less of a threat or
any more a matter for unilateral or mil-
itary, settlement by the Netherlands.

“For one 'thing, the communist threat
to southeast Asia is a matter of gravest
international concern. After the Dutch
had first of all tended to write off, In-

in the light of this fact.

“Already last week, when the United
States supported the Netherlands in its
objection to admitting the Indonesian
Republic to membership in the UN Eco-
nomic commission for Asia and the Far
East, the two objecting nations found
themselves outvoted by the solid East-
ern bloc composed of Australia, Burma,
China, India, New Zealand, Pakistan, the
Philippines—and Russia. The United
States cannot afford to let itself be ma-
neuvered into backing a forcible resist-
ance to what may prove an irresistible
tide of nationalism in Asia.

“The best interests of all parties con-
cerned would be served by an immediate-
ly renewed Security Council pressure for
a negotiated settlement.”

Why should the U.S. be
interested?

The New York Times opined that the
recent action of the Dutch “has ominous
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possibilities for the future that the Se-
curity Council should no longer ignore,”
and continued:

“The Dutch now would seem to be re-
asserting the position tney took in de-
bates at Lake Success in July and Au-
gust of 1947, that the problem in Indo-
nesia is an internal one that does not
fall within the purview of the Security
Council. Although the sovereignty of
the Dutch Crown in Indonesia pending
establishment of the United States ot
Indonesia was not questioned a year
and a half ago by the council, it did de-
cide then that the unrest in Indonesia
was a threat to peace. If that was true
then it is even more true today...

“The Republic has consistently looked
to the United Nations as its best hope
to gain iderably more indep
ence. . . The Republic’s pti of

“Nevertheless, the latest breakdown
of negotiations is especially disappoint-
ing. The Dutch mission was seemingly
resolved to make all possible concessions
in order to reach lasting agreement,
while it was hoped that partial suppres-’
sion of the communist revolt within the
Republic had sufficiently strengthened
the hands of more moderate leaders.
But the negotiations have proved that
two sides are still so far apart that they
cannot reach a common ground. The
best that can be hoped for in the im-
mediate future is that fresh hostilities
can be averted.”

Do you think a word of censure is
necessary?

The Washington Post stated:
“In breaking off all negotiations with

of the United Nations as mediator and
final arbiter of such disputes seems to
us consonant with the expressed aims of
the Charter.

“Secretary Marshall committed the
United States to a peaceful solution in
Indonesia along the lines of the Umted

the Republic of Ind the Dutch

government is risking bloodshed in Java
and censure from other nations...

“It seems fairly clear that the im-
mediate parties will not reach a settle-
ment unless some third party—perhaps
a United Nations instrumentality hav-
mg more powers than the Good Offices

Nations-sponsored Renville agr

in his speech at Paris in September and
the Security Council would seem to be
bound to do more than sit idly while one
party to that agreement—the Dutch—
unilaterally decides that it cannot be
implemented.”

Why did the negotiations fail?

The Washington Star, on the other
hand, in reviewing the issues of the
deadlock found the Republic to be the
“local point of trouble and a fatal hand-
icap to the establishment of the united
states of Indonesia on which peace and
the recovery of the archipelago depend,”
adding that “it seems unlikely that so
unstable a situation can endure indef-
initely, especially after the setting up
of the federation with the recalcitrant
Republic left out of the picture,

is present..

Military action is unnecesary

Taki.ng lines similar to those of the
paper editors like-
wise condemned the military action of
the Dutch,

The Christian Science Monitor (12-
21)stated: “A good many shrewd ob-
servers, while granting the rationality
of the ideal of federation, believe the
Dutch to be gravely mistaken in their
present methods and in what they hope
to achieve by them. . . The Security
Council and world opinion need to know
in the quickest possible order what the
facts are, in order that every possible
pressure may be brought for a settle-
ment of the dispute by reason instead
of force.”

tators,
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The Indianapolis News: “A troubled
world can only regard with added sor-
row and misgiving the Christmas week
renewal of the war in Indonesia. With
each side half wrong and half right,
what a pity it is that the two could not
come together in the interest of mutual
peace and progress.

“In their struggle for national inde-
pendence, the leaders of the Indonesian
Republic themselves may be adjudged
guilty of the-same crime of predatory
colonialism which they impute of the
Dutch. .. instead of becoming a co-equal
unit in a united states of Indonesia, a
whole federation of islands and peoples,
these leaders demand virtual rule over
the entire archipelago...

“On the other side, the Dutch have
taken a high-handed attitude even dur-
ing the truce negotiations instituted
after United Nations demand...”

The New York Sun: “That there are
a few brighter aspects to the reports
from Indonesia — notably the absence
of severe bloodshed — does not prevent
news in general from being highly dis-
couraging... It behooves the United
Nations to continue keeping watch over
the situation and again to extend its
good offices at the slightest prospect of
success.”

A costly mistake

The Hartford (Connecticut) Courant:
“The Dutch have resorted to warfare in
direct and cynical violation of the pledge
they made to the United Nations last
January 16. However justified the
Dutch may feel, they are bucking a
surging tide of nationalism that is
sweeping all Asiatic peoples. That tide
cannot be swept back by superior
strength... We shall have to hope that
the Security Council... can patch up a
truce again as it did in 1947, Only if it
does can the economic needs of the
Dutch and the determination of Indo-
nesians to be free be kept in delicate
balance.”

Pittsburg Post-Gazette: “In violating
its truce with the Republic of Indonesia,
the Netherlands has made a grievous
mistake that can only prove costly to
itself and embarrassing to its friends,
among them the United States...

“Unfortunately the Dutch still ean’t
seem to realize that age of imperialism
is over. The most they can hope for in
the protection of their great economic
stake in the rich East Indies is a mut-
ually agreeable partnership with their
former subjects.

“A Netherlands Indonesia union, in
which each member would be a co-equal
partner with the Netherlands under the
Dutch crown, appears to be the best
solution that the Netherlands is likely
to work out... It would be a great
tragedy if their (Dutch) efforts, and
those of the United Nations, should
now be undone by ill-considered attack
on the Indonesian Republic.”

Solution by reason and not by
force

The Rochester Democrat Chronicle:
“...The factors which are causing un-
rest in Europe, Asia and in fact all
around the globe, are more or less in-
volved in the East Indies. Any one of
these centers of unrest have explosive
possibilities, any one may get so far
out of hand asto start reverberations
around the world.

“In all of these situations, the legiti-
mate national aspirations of the people
who wish to be independent are in con-
flict with the forces which seek to keep
them under control. And everywhere
involved, like red thread, is the com-
wmunist philosophy, which has everything
to gain from revolt and confusion.

“The establishment of a.-Dutch com-
monwealth along the lines similar to the
British commonwealth has been ac-
cepted as a sensible solution for the East
Indies problem... The United Nations

(Please turn to page 211)
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Key Spotlights . . .
(Continued from page 199)

in 1946 for the creation of the USI have
bogged down. The Committee of Good
Offices of the United Nations in its re-
port to the Security Council states that
difficulties are being met in the final
settlement of differences between the
Republic of
gover t. Late in D ber, 1948 the
Dutch launched another “police action”.
This led to a war between Dutch gov-
ernment and the Indonesian Republic.

The Republic of Indonesia is also
fighting the Communist forces, who un-
der the leadership of Musso, tried to
seize the powers of the government.

Indo-China

Indo-China will continue to be on the
spotlight because of the determined
struggle of the Viet Nam for freedom.
As a part of this struggle, President Ho
Chin Min promised to drive the French
out of Indo-China, In this connection,
it is important to note that the French
government is spending more money in
suppressing the Annamese revolt than
in rebuilding French Indo-China.

China

China has been on the spotlight since
the unconditional surrender of Japan
on September 2, 1945. Since then,
China has been faced by economic and
political problems which have been ag-
gravated by civil war,

The successive victories of the Chinese
Reds has given rise to a serious ques-
tion: Will China be finally under the
grip of Communism? This question will
be partly answered in the months ahead.

Korea

A divided Korea will remain divided
for sometime. The Republic established
in the southern sector cannot exercise
its full sovereignty on the entire
country because of Russia’s occupation
of the northern sector which has been
subjected to Communist pressure. As

Indonesia and the Dutch.

Why are U.S. Papers . . .
(Continued from page 209)
exists to further the steps along that
line. The first step in a peaceful solu-
tion should be to accept the jurisdiction

of that body of world opinion.”

The Boston Herald: “The right ans-
wer to the East-West problem is yet
to be found, but we know it is not the
18th century one of guns and troops.
The Security Council should intervene
promptly in Indonesia and the whole
weight of world opinion should be
brought to bear on the Dutch to stack
their arms and resume the patient
search for an agreement of hearts and
minds.”

The St. Loyis Dispatch: “The Nether-
lands Government is flying in the face
of the world’s conscience. In resorting
to war against the Indonesian Republic-
ans for the second time since talks on
sovereignty started three years ago, it
is not advancing toward a solution, but
only complicating and deferring it. The
Indonesian question, when it is settled,
will be settled by reason and not by
arms. ..

“In response to world opinion, as ex-
pressed through the TU.N. Security
Council, the Dutch ceased their aggres-
sion against the Indonesians on August
4, 1947. The incident proved that they
are not unresponsive to what other na-
tions think. Prompt and firm UN ac-
tion therefore ought to be applied anew.”

a matter of fact, twice in 1948, the
Republic was threatened by revolts led
by top Communist leaders.

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. Name the key areas that are con-
sidered sore spots.

2. Explain why these areas
troubled or sore spots.

3. How do these areas affect world
peace ?

4. From the study of the article, what
do you think are the factors that
delay world peace?

are
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Why is Selfish Nationalism an Obstacle to
World Peace?

Specific objectives:

1. To understand the danger of sel-
fish nationalism

2. To realize the values of interna-
tionalism

Increased and genuine international
collaboration rather than selfish nation-
alism and power politics is the price of
stable peace, said Francis B. Sayre, U.S.
delegate to the U.N. assembly,

Why must selfish nationalism give
way?

Speaking at the University of Heidel-
berg, Sayre pointed to the new world
built on “global concepts of international
obligation” emerging since the war, and
scored the Soviet Union for the actions
which he averred, show it “is not yet
alive to the int tional responsibili-
ties of the 20th Century world.”

“The 19th Century concepts of abso-
lute national sovereignty and of balance
of power dependent upon watertight
compartmentalization of nations... must
go,” Sayre said, and their place taken by
‘international collaboration “which pre-
supposes that every people has a genuine
part to play and a contribution to make
in the great objective before us—that
is, the rule of law based on justice and
the progressive building of a peacefui
world where individual men and women
may have a more abundant life.”

Manifestations of world collabo
ration

Sayre pointed to one concrete mani-
festation of such collaboration—the Eu-
ropean Recovery Plan, “built upon the
hardheaded realization that in the 20th

Century no nation can live unto itself
alone” and designed “to strengthen Eu-
ropean economy and aid in building it
again into a highly productive and self-
reliant economy.”

Still another manifestation, he said, is
the Western European Union, “a coop-
erative movement by free peoples to
erase through common effort and colla-
boration much of the outlived political
and economic nationalism which once
held them apart.”

What does the Berlin blockade
show?

Contrasted with these efforts, Sayre
pointed to acts of the Soviet Union, re-
ferring particularly to the Berlin block-
ade, where, he said “great nations, de-
termined against all odds at tremendous
cost to themselves and without hope of
material reward are undertaking to feed
former enemies and stand by them at
whatever cost against the aggression of
those who would rob them of fundamen-
tal human rights.”

He noted that through debates in the
United Nations, “a clearer comprehen-
sion has emerged... concerning the true
issues involved.” He pointed out that in
the Berlin dispute, “most General As-
sembly delegates now realize that the
blockade of Berlin does in fact consti-
tute a threat to the peace... the Se-
curity Council resolution based upon
this fact” was supported by every
member of the council except the So-
viet government and its satellites. The
council made clear to the world exact-
ly where the responsibility lies.”

Sayre noted that the debate on inter-
national control of atomic energy also

(Please turn to page 223)
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Why did the Berlin youth show their civic courage?

Why was the Last Election in Berlin
Important?

Specific objectives:

1. To understand the point of view of
the Western powers on the constitutional
rights of the Germans.

2. To .understand the significance of
the municipal elections in Berlin.

Commenting on the recent municipal
elections in Berlin, the U.S. State De-
partment hailed the “wholehearted par-
ticipation” of voters in the western sec-
tor of Berlin as a further demonstra-
tion of the civic courage which in recent
months has won the admiration of the
democratic peoples of the world.

Text of the State Department

“The Berlin population has in recent
months demoristrated the type of civic
courage which has won for it the ad-

This stand of the Western Powers was
expressed in a note, made public on
D ber 5, 1948, panying a list
of Soviet violations of Berlin’s Four-
Power Constitution which was submitted
for the guidance of a committee of neu-
tral finance experts appointed by the
Security Council to study Berlin’s cur-
rency question.

The note said in part:

“On the afternoon of November 30,
Soviet authorities countenanced, indeed
encouraged, a series of events in their
sector which have completed the exclu-
sion of the legal city administration from
its proper seat in the Soviet sector and
from the exercise of its legal authority
in the areas of Berlin which are under
Soviet occupation. A carefully stage-
managed meeting of communists and

miration of the d atic peoples of
the world. The wholehearted participa-
tion of the overwhelming majority of the
population of the westernt sector of Ber-
lin in fair and free municipal elections
was a further demonstration of their
sane civic courage. The conduct of the
people of Berlin is an encouragement to
all those who voted for the maintenance
of civil liberties and democratic pro-
cesses.”

View of the Western Powers on
Berlin problem

Jointly, the United States, Great
Britain, and France have notified the
United Nations Security Council that
the Berlin problem “could even now be
set aside if the Russians were to dis-
own the unconstitutional body created
in the Soviet sector on November 30,
1948, and in conformity with the con-
stitution permit the elections to be held
on a city-wide basis”,

front organizations (includ-
ing a handful of former members from
other legal Berlin political parties)
brought into being a body for which
no Jegal basis exists, but which claims
to be the provisional city government
for the entire city of Berlin.

“Although this illegal body will be
excluded from usurping any functions of
the legal city government as far as the
western sectors of Berlin are concern-
ed, its existence in the Soviet sector will
end all possibility of a legal unified
administration functioning on a city-
wide basis. This is a development that
the Western Powers have constantly
striven to avoid. It is obvious that the
de facto political division of the city
makes the establishment of a single
currency extremely difficult.

Respect for the people's rights

The three Western Powers cited So-
(Please turn to page 224)
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Significant World News Roundup

PALESTINE

Another attempt

The United Nations General Assem-
bly in its last i d d an
ed British resolution for the estabhsh-
ment of a three-member conciliation
commission to assist the Arabs and the
Jews in negotiating a Palestine settle-
ment. With 8 members abstaining, the
commission voted 35 to 15 in favor of
the resolution.

A seven-nation amendment approved
before the final ballot eliminated all
refercmces in the resolution to both the
origifial U. N. partition plan and the
Bernadotte proposals as the basis for a
boundary agreement. The Soviet bloc,
the Arab states, Cuba and Afghanistan
opposed the Palestine resolution. The
nations which abstained from voting
were Bolivia, Burma, Chile, Costa Rica,
Guatemala, India, Iran, and Mexico.

What is the significance of the news?

The approval of the resolution is an-
other attempt to solve the complex Pal-
estine ti The resolution seeks a
peaceful settlement of the Palestine
question with the aid of the concilia-
tion commission. It provides free ac-
cess to holy places, affords protection
to travelers in Palestine, and gives Je-
rusalem an international status. It fa-
cilitates the repatriation and resettle-
ment of Palestine refugees. It is hoped
that the conciliation commission will
succeed in its complex task.

THE UNITED STATES

Private education exchange

The United States State Department
has disclosed its 'policy to continue as-

sisting private exchange of scientists,
scholars, and others with Eastern Eu-
rope to promote international under-
standing. It believes that this program
must have a long range objective.

The Department of State made known
its - stand when the recommendations
made by the Advisory Commission on
Educational Exchange relative to pri-
vate interchange between the Uniited
States and Eastern Europe were an-
nounced. The commission is charged
with recommending to the Secretary of
State policies for carrying out the
United Nations Information and Edu-
cational Exchange Act.

What is the significance of the news?
The stand of the commission coincides
with the foreign policy of the United
States in promoting world understand-
ing. The report of the commission
states that “for the United States to
close its doors to all contacts with those
nations with whose philosophy -it dis-
agrees would be to pull down an iron
curtain on our side of the Atlantic, to
adopt a policy which we condemn, and
to lose in world opinion much of the
moral leadership which this country has
enjoyed. ...To cut off contacts with
the totalitarian nations of the world be-
cause of the fears as tv what might hap-
pen to democratic institutions through
such contacts would imply a weakness
which has no justification in fact.”

GERMANY

Air lift continues

Additional transport planes and 1,050
men will be transferred to Germany in
support of the Berlin air lift, the U. S.
Air Force announced.
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The announcement came on the heels
of new tonnage records for a normal 24-
hour operation in “Operation Vittles,”
as the Berlin air lift is popularly
known. On two consecutive days, U. S.
and British airmen eclipsed previous
records when they flew into Soviet-
blockaded Berlin 6,133 tons of food and
supplies on Wednesday and 6,312 on
Thursday.

What is the significance of the news?

In announcing the fact that it was
reinforcing “Operation Vittles,”
USAF disclosed that the 317th troop
carrier wing was being transferred
from Japan to Germany. As the Ber-
{in airlift continued, U. S. Air Secreta-
ry Symington, hailed the effort as' an
example of how a peaceful cause can
be served through air ferce equipment.

According to Symington the air lift
1s ai expensive freight transportation,
but it is carrying out the design of a
great humanitarian purpose. His exact
words are as follows:

“1. The air lift is preventing starva-
tion among a population some two-thirds
as large as that of Chicago.

“2. Landings at the Berlin airports
are spaced three minutes dpart in good
th five mi in bad th
The schedule is so tight that if a pllot
fails to land on his first pass, he has
to return with his load to the loading
point. Very few returns are necessary
—a tribute to the skill of the operation.

“8. In six months the operation so
far has cost 16 American lives as
against 233 American lives daily in
World War II.

“4. Records so far indicate that the
money cost for vittles for an entire
vear will be approximately that of
World War II for a single day.

“While Operation Vittles is being ac-
complished by a military organization,
no force is involved.

the’

“This is air power at work for peace!
This is air power as an instrument of
diplomacy.”

KOREA

An impressive action!

The United Nations General Assem-
bly by an overwhelming vote of 41-6,
adopted a resolution proposed jointly by
the United States, China, and Austra-
lia to declare the republic of Korea
headed by Dr. Syngman Rhee the law-
ful government of Korea.

What is the significance of the news?

The approval of the resolution is an
impressive action taken by people
who believe in the peaceful methods
of solving the problems of the world.
The resolution is significant because
of the following reasons:

1. The resolution is a resounding en-
dorsement of the policy of the United
States regnrdmg Korea and an equally

ding tion of the wreck-
mg tactics: of the Soviet Union which
has done its best to sabotage the efforts
of both the United States and the United
Nations itself.

2. It assures the republic of Korea
of increased backing. She will probably
be diplomatically recognized by many
nations.

8. The presence of a United Nations
Commission on Korean territory may
tend to restrain the Soviet puppet
regime in North Korea from acts
of intervention or thinly disguised revo-
lutionary agitation.

4. The resolution places on record the
differences between the government
which the great majority of the nations
recognize as the republic of South Ko-
rea and that which the Russian leaders
have set up (the People’s Republic).
The first was established in the open,
with the whole world looking on and
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under the. critical eye of a° United Na-
tions body. The second was established
behind an, iron curtain that has been
far more effective than that which se-
parates Western Europe from the So-
viet and the other communist states
of Eastern Europe.

U.N. CHILD-ASSISTANCE

A great humanitarian plan

Detailed plans for a $3.3 million child
assistance program in eight countries
and several territories of Asia and the
Pacific were announced recently by the
United Nations International Children’s
Emergency Fund. Assistance under the
program will go to the Philippines, In-
donesia, Burma, Ceyion, India, Indo-
China, Pakistan, Siam, and the ternto-
ries of the United Kingdom.

In the Philippines, a UNICEF alloca-
ti”n of $300,000 will be used largely for
food and vitamins, part for scholarships
for 10 child-welfare trainees, and a
small amount for the purchase of BCG
vaccine for inoculation against tuber-
culosis.

In Indonesia, $800,000 has been allo-
cated to cover both the Dutch-controlled
and Republican areas, in keeping with
UNICEF’s principle of aid without
diserimination because of race, religion,
nationality, or political affiliation. In
the Dutch area, money will be used
primarily for feeding, with the rest
going for drugs and fellowships. In the
Republican area, medical supplies and
training ‘will comprise the greater part
of the program.

In India, $750,000 will be used for
a six-month supplementary feeding pro-
gram for 100,000 children and mothers.
Drugs will be provided, and a large sum
has been set aside for clothing because
according to a report received by the
fund, hundreds of thousands of children
in refugee camps in the north face the
winter desperately short of clothing.

In Indo-China, $300,000 will be use?
for food and drugs in both the French-
controlled and Viet-Namese areas.

In Pakistan, a portion of the allocated
$250,000 will be used for clothing and
medicine, while the bulk will go toward
a 12-month supplementary feeding
program.

In Siam the entire allocation of
$100,000 will be used for medical sup-
plies, principally anti-malaria drugs.
In the United Kingdom territories,
$250,000 has been earmarked for medic-
al training program in Singapore and
North Borneo and for feeding programs
in Hongkong and Malaya.

In addition, $300,000 has been set
aside for demonstrations throughout the
area for the control of malaria, a major
cause of child-death in the Far East.

What is the significance of the newg‘.’

The action taken by the UNICEF is
indeed humanitarian. It boldly outlines
what the United Nations is doing in
those fields least known to most peoples
of the world. It is also worthy to mote
that the contributions asked for through
the UNAC campaign are spent wisely
for a very good cause.

Subscribe to

ATING WIKA

a monthly magazine that con-
tains abundant illustrated ma-
terials of instruction in the Fil-
ipino National Language for
grade school children.

Subscription rates:

One year (10 issues) .... P7.50
One Semester (5 issues) 4.00

ATING WIKA
933 Raon St.,, Manila
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The Philippines and the World

Books for the Philippines

The San Francisco Youth Association
has collected approximately 30,000 text
books for use in the Fhilippines, accord-
ing to the United Nations Educational
Scientific and Cultural Organization.
These books will be distributed by the
UNESCO in connection with the educa-
tional reconstruction work in war-
damaged areas.

Significance of Philippine import
control

In a speech delivered before the Ex-
port Managers Club in New York, Emi-
lio Abello, minister plenipotentiary and
Philippine Charge d’Affaires ad interim,
stressed the significance of the Philip-
pine import control regulations. “The
prime object of the regulations,” accord-
ing to Abello, “is to divert foreign ex-
change to capital goods requirements of
the rehabilitation and development of
the Philippines. This control will most
certainly place American business with
the Filipinos on more per t and

to finance foreign exchange costs of two
projects. The loan application which

‘has been received by the Bank from the

Philippine Government covers other
hydro-electric projects and a fertilizer
project. As these additional projects
become ready for financing, the Bank is
prepared to give them serious considera-
tion. Such additional negotiations would
be subject to the limitations of the avail-
able resources of the Bank and to the
effective application by the Philippine
Government of the recommendations of
the Joint Philippine-American Finance
Commission which studied Philippine
economy in 1947.

These recommendations include meas-
ures for the conservation of foreign ex-
change holdings, the channeling of local
savings into capital investments, the
conduct of a sound monetary policy, and
the completion of effective technical
plans for economic development. The
Philippine Government has assured the
Bank that it intends to continue with
the rapid implementation of these rec-

daions,

stable tonnage even after war damage,
back-pay disbursements, and army ang
navy expenditures have ceased in the
Philippines, an eventuvality which you
and the Filipinos should be prepared to
face and for which adequate provisions
should be made now.”

Loan for the Philippines

The International Bank for Recon-
struction and Development has com-
pleted the preliminary phase of an in-
quiry into hydro-electric projects for
Luzon which form part of an over-all
Philippine development program.

The Bank has entered into loan nego-
tiations for an amount up to $15 million

The projects included in the Philip-
pine loan application form part of a
broad development program for the
years 1949-1953, covering the fields of
agriculture, mining, power, industry,
transportation, communication, and
public service. The Philippine govern-
ment has estimated the total cost of the
program at approximately $980 million.

Convention now in force

The U.S. Department announced re-
cently that a consular csnvention be-
tween the United States and the Philip-
pines, reaffirming the desire of both
countries to strengthen further relations
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in facilitating the handling of consular
matters, is now in effect.

The convention, signed at Manila in
March, 1947, entered into force on Nov-
ember 18, 1948, with exchange of
respective instruments of ratification.

The convention sets up a reciprocal
basis for the exchange of consular of-
ficers, defining their rights and duties.
It also covers such matters as privileges
and immunities with respect to taxation
and import duties, representation of na-
tionals, authentication and notarization
of documents, and shipping and marine
problems. The rights of each country
to acquire land for official purposes is
also covered by this convention.

UNESCO mission to pay a visit

An educational mission composed of
representatives of the UNESCO will
pay a visit to the Philippines. The
UNESCO will pay for the fees and
transportation of the mission. The Phil-
ippine government will pay for the
board, lodging, office facilities, tour of
the missioners in the Philipines, and the
establishment of their - technical staff
and secretariat, The educational mis-
sion will conduct consultative work with
the Philippine government.

For better relations and trade

J. M. Shrinagesh, Undersecretary of
Commerce of the Dominion of India,
recently paid a visit to the Philippines.
The purpose of the visit was to discuss
ways and means of promoting better re-
lations and trade between the Philip-
pines and the Dominion of India. The
Dominion of India is one of the two
independent nations created out of India
on August 15, 1947.

The possibilities of developing a mar-
ket for Philippine products in the Domi-
nion of India have been thoroughly
discussed by the Undersecretary and
local business leaders.

UNICEF delegation visited the
Philippines

The delegation of the United Nations
International Children Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) recently visited the Philip-
pines in connection with thildren relief.
The delegation was composed of Dr.
Michael Watt, director, Ralph Goodwin,
Aurelius Parenti, and Jan Devries .

The four-man delegation made in-
quiries on some problems of child relief
in the Philippines in order to gain the
necessary information which has an im-
portant bearing on the sum allotted for
relief work in the Philippines. Accord-
ing to the chief of the delegation, the
UNICEF has allotted $600,000 for child
relief in the Philippines.

Socialized medicine

The need for socialized medicine was
stressed by President Elpidio Quirino in
connection with the fourth annual con-
ference of fhe Philippine College of
Surgeons. He said that there is a need
for cooperation in “improving and re-
storing the health of the people, in
curing and rehabilitating the sick, and
in uplifting the general condition of
the masses.

The President explained that social-
ized medicine has been practiced in
foreign countries with great success.
He could not understand why socialized
medicine cannot succeed in the Philip-
pines. The President said: “There is no
reason why we cannot launch an aggres-
sive crusade against disease in this
country by devising 2 workable ap-
proach to the problem of dispensing so-
cialized medicine.”

The Philippines supports Indo-
nesian independence
The Philippine government has reiter-

ated its stand in favor of the independ-
(Please turn to page 224)
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Science Marches On

Sound Flashlights

A small device that uses the reflec-
tions of ‘sound waves to help the blind
walk more safely is the invention of a
group of university students in the
United States. Termed a “sound flash-
light”, it r bles a large flashlight
in size and shape and is carried in simi-
lar fashion by the user.

The invention is reported in Elec-
tronics, a technical publication, by
Victor Twersky, the adviser of a group
of students in a research project at
the City College of New York.

Twersky says the device has “proved
successful” as a guide to sightless per-
sons walking alone. It warns them of
such obstructions as trees, lamp posts,
parked vehicles, hedges, and flights of
stairs. It also helps the blind find open
doorways and, in expert hands, is said
to reveal slight depressions in the
ground.

How simple is the “sound flashlight”?
—Sound waves projected from the unit
in a narrow beam are reflected by solid
objects. The reflected sound warns the
user of the proximity or the presence of
these objects.

The user carries a single-tube oscilla-
tor—powered by smali hearing-aid bat-
teries—in his pocket. An extension cord
runs from the oscillator to a small
transducer which is mounted at the focal
point of a lightweight reflector carried
in the user’s hand. The transducer con-
verts the oscillations into audible sound
which is projected by the reflector. The
reflector is four inches in axial length
and four inches in diameter at the
mouth. It is made of spun silk and
aluminum covered with cardboard, and

baffles of cotton and sponge rubber are
used to reduce “leaking” of sound.

This device, which is adjustable to
different acoustical conditions, has a
sound frequency range between eight
and 15 kilocycles. Because of its ad-
justibility, it gives the user much relief
from ear fatigue.

Preliminary tests have shown, Twer-
sky says, that detection of obstructions
is possible at a distance of 30 feet or
more, depending, of course, on the num-
ber of the obstacles present, the volume
of the -competing noises, and the skill of
the user.

Synthetic Glycerine

Glycerine, an essential ingredient of
such products as resins, cellophane, food
and drug preservatives, is being pro-
duced synthetically in the United States
from proylene, a waste product of petro-
leum refining. An $8,000,000 plant
opened recently in Houston, Texas, bv
the Shell Chemical Corporation, the
Houston Post says, “is the world’s first
commercial synthetic glycerine plant and
represents an entirely new industrial
source of this essential product, which
should help satisfy the world’s growing
demand. During the last global war,
glycerine was so scarce that the supply
was allocated.

Radio Isotopes' Uses

Radioactive isotopes produced in atom-
ic fission piles in the United States are
helping to save human limbs that in
some cases might otherwise have to be
amputated, reports Dr. Morris R.
Friedel, of the Hektoen Institute for
Medical Research at Cook Country Hos-
pital, Chicago, Illinois.
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Radioisotopes give off radiation in the
same way that radiunt does. They are
distributed by the United States Atomic
Energy Commission to medical research
institutions, including those in a score
of countries outside the United States
which have agreed to admit as visitors
all qualified scientists, regardless of na-
tionality, and give them information on
the progress of their research work.

Describing the successful uses of
radioisotopes before a recent meeting of
the United States chapter of the Inter-
national College of Surgeons, Friedel
said that radioactive phosphorus has
proved to be an effective guide in the
diagnosis of arteriosclerosis (hardening
of the arteries). When the isotope was
introduced into the biood, he explained,
the radiation emitted by the phos-
phorus made it possible to trace the
blood’s circulation by means of a
Geiger counter outside the body.

“Using this method,” Friedel said,
“we are able to determine not only the
condition of the circulation, but also the
probable response to treatment . .
Thus we can predict whether the patient
will improve by the use of a variety of
conservative treatments, nerve surgery,
or amputation. Limbs where blood cir-
culation is shown to be absolutely lack-
ing must generally be amputated.”

Hybrid Hens

Experiments with hybrid hens ccn-
ducted for 15 years show clearly that
they yield an average of over 10 per
cent more eggs per year than good
specimens of straight-bred hens. Re-
porting these findings, poultry special-
ists of the United States Department of
Agriculture declare, more-over, that hy-
brid hens usually resist diseases better
and are capable of more sustained pro-
duction under unfavorable climatic cca-
ditions.

In the United States, good straight-
bred hens produce an average of 200
eggs a year, while hybrid hens average

225 eggs per year, the specialists report.
The national average output per hen in
the United States is 155 eggs, they add.

Infra-red Rays

United States/ scientists, seeking tools
for more accurate weather forecasting,
have taken new high-altitude measure-
ments of infra-red rays. These rays
constitute the sun’s invisible radiation
which warms the earth’s atmosphere and
makes human life on this planet com-
fortable. A recent United States Navy
report describes a 2-year project in
which scientists of the Navy and Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore, Mary-
land, cooperated.

A plane carried the scientists and
specially designed instruments to an al-
titude of 35,000 feet, said to be the high-
est that infra-red measurements of the
sun have ever been taken. At this alti-
tude, the report says, the scientists
discovered that the atmosphere is clear
because there is almost no water vapor.
Their infra-red radiation is strong.
They also found that in areas nearer
the earth, the amount of water vapor
increases. This absorbs a good deal of
the infra-red rays and raises the tempe-
rature.

The Navy says that the “first esti-
mates of the data recorded indicate that
the information should be valuable in
meteorological forecastirg”. It adds
that astronomers who have been study-
ing light in atmosphere will now have a
new basis for far more accurate evalua-
tion of light intensity and light absorp-
tion.

New Coal Digger

A giant mechanical digger, said to be
capable of mining and loading 100 tons
of coal a day, has been developed in the
United States. The machine, in a de-
monstration at a “strip” (surface) mine
near New Lexington, Ohio, dug and
loaded 20 tons of coal into motor trucks

(Please turn to page 224)
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United Nations Series (No. 33)

Why is the Trusteeship System a
Revolutionary Concept?

Specific objectives:

1. To know the purposes of the
Trusteeship Council

2. To understand how the Trustee-
ship Council works

8. To know the achievements of the
Trusteeship Council

“For the first time in history,” wrote
Trygve Lie, Secretary-General of the
United Nations, “an international agree-
ment—the Charter—has stated specifi-
cally that the nations which control the
world’s dependent areas recognize the
interests of their inhabitants as ‘para-
mount.” And they accept ‘as sacred
trust’ the obligation to promote the ut-
most, the well-being of those inhabit-
ants.”

What are the purposes of the Trustee-
ship Council? What are its accomplish-
ments?

Purposes of the Trusteeship
Council

The Trusteeship Council was created
to supervise all trust areas of the de-
feated nations of World War I and
World War II and other territories
turned over to it by the United Nations.
The Trusteeship Council must promote
the welfare of the peoples of the trust
areas. It must help in their political,
social, economic, and educational prog-
ress.

How the Trusteeship Council is
constituted

The Trusteeship Council is composed
of per t and P anent mem-
bers. The Big Five and the countries
administering trust territories are per-

manent members. The non-permanent
members are elected by the General As-
sembly., The membership in the counkil
must be equally divided between mem-
bers of the United Nations which admi-
nister the trust territories and those
which do not.

How does the Trusteeship
Council work?

The Trusteeship Council evolves plans
and undertakes studies to improve the
general conditions of trust areas. It
has for example, adopted several meth-
ods of keeping in touch with develop-
ments in trust areas. The most revo-
lutionary of these methods is the pe-
riodic visits by the members of the trust
areas. This procedure is effective be-
cause the members see actual conditions
in the trust areas.

Information on tha economic, social,
educational conditions in most of the
dependent or trust areas is transmitted
each year to the United Nations by the
government in charge. For example,
eight governments sent in data regard-
ing 68 territories in 1947; the informa-
tion transmitted in 1948 is even more

lete and substantiated

All of this information is examined
by a per t special ittee be-
fore each session of the General As-
sembly. To this body the results of
the study are submitted. To make the
information as uniform as possible, the
General Assembly has approved a
standard form to guide the adminis-
tering countries in preparing their da-
ta and in comparing conditions in their
colonies with those of neighboring self-
governing areas.

World Problem:
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Values of information

Information on non-selT-governing
territories is important: (1) It pro-
vides opportunities for governments to

discuss conditions in these areas; and'

(2) It furnishes accurate data on the
economic, social, and educational prog-
ress of these areas every year. Using
this information, the United Nations can
decide the necessary steps that should
be taken to prepare the peoples in the
trust areas for self-government or in-
dependence.

Territories under Trusteeship

To date there are 10 territories
placed under the Trusteeship Council.
These are: (1) New Guinea which is
administered by Australia; (2) Western
Samoa, administered by New Zealand;
(3) Nauru, administered by Australia
on behalf of New Zealand, Great Brit-
ain, and itself; (4) Ruanda-Urundi, ad-
ministered by Belgium; (5) Togoland
and Cameroons under French Adminis-
tration (France); (6) Togoland and
Cameroons under British Administra-
tion, and Tanganyika, under the United
Kingdom; and (7) the former Japanese
Mandated Islands in the Pacific, admin-
istered by the United States.

The former Japanese Mandated Is-
lands’ in the Pacific Lave been desig-
nated a Strategic Trust Territory by
the administering authority because of
their military importance. All United
Nations functions relating to straiegic
areas are carried out by another mecjor
organ—the Trusteeship Council.

What have been accomplished
by the Trusteeship Council?

Since its initial meeting in 1947, the
Trusteeship Council has done much to
promote the advancement of the peoples
in the trust territories. Among its im-
portant accomplishments are the follow-
ing:

1. The ding of a sp
to Western Samoa.—In answer to a Sa-
moan petition for a greater measure of
self-government under the protection of
New Zealand, a special mission was sent
to visit Western Samoa. The special
mission recommended the grant of a
greater measure of self-government for
Western Samoa. This recommendation
has been put into effect by New Zea-
land, the administering power.

2. Special attention to the Ewes.—
The Ewes sent an appeal to the council
for the unification of their land, which
is at present divided between the Gold
Coast Colony and the two Togo Trust
Territories. The council approved the
measures initiated by the British and
the French governments to improve the
economic, fiscal, and cultoral conditions
of the Ewes.

3. Special visit to East Africa.—The
Trusteeship Council made a special visit
to Ruanda-Urundu and Tanganyika to
know the actual living conditions of the
people in those trust areas.

4. R for impr
—The yearly reports submitted by va-
rious administering countries are exam-
ined very carefully by the Council.
After an exhaustive study of these re-
ports, the Council submits its recom-
mendations to improve the political, so-
cial, cultural, and economic lives of the
people.

Fe) +

Significance of the work of the
Trusteeship Council

During the general debate on the
work of the Trusteeship Council in the
third regular annual session of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the United Nations,
various opinions were expressed on the
significance of the work of the Council.
Among the important views expressed
were:

High-water mark of political moral-
ity. — Brigadier General Carlos P.

(Please turn to page 223)
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Why is Selfish . . .
(Continued from page 211)

clarified issues, with only the Soviet bloc
voting against the findings of the U.N.
Atomic Energy Commission. He also
pointed to the debate on reduction of
armaments which “made clear that the
Soviet proposal to reduce existing arm-
aments by one-third was impossible
without a system of effective interna-
tional inspection and verification...”+

Why must internationalism be
recognized?

“I have been outlining trends,” Sayre
said, “and those trends of which I have
been speaking are presently over-sha-
dowed by East-West controversies...
Western civilization believes in human
dignity in a world society of tolerance.
It is struggling against the ruthless at-
tacks against human liberties and the
rights of small nations and to protect
the rule of law, of right, and of con-
science as opposed to might...

“The Politbureau is seeking its ends,
as its actions in Berlin, in East Ger-
many, in the Baltic countries, in Poland,
in Czechoslovakia, and in other countries
prove, through methods of violence and
terrorism and ruthless disregard for
fundamental human rights. With the

great mass of the Russian people we:

have no quarrel. But unhappily for cen-
turies they have been kept in ignorance
and' darkness and largely cut off from
vital contact with other great peoples.
Their present government is still keep-
ing them separated from the warm cur-
rents of human intercourse with the out-
side. The Soviet government is isolating
itself in the world and in the United
Nations, Manifestly, it is not alive to
international responsibilities of the 20th
Century world. But the important fact
is that either the Soviet government
must sooner or later recognize and ac-
cept these 20th Century international
responsibilities or fall...”

Trusteeship System . . .
(Continued from page 222)
Romulo said, “A bright page in the rec-
ord of the United Nations during the
last two years has been written.” He
also said that the Trusteeship Council
shows that the United Nations has an
organ or body which has demonstrated
its fidelity to a new or revolutionary
concept—the principle that the welfare
of the inhabitants of Trust Territories
was the collective responsibility of the
International community. The steady
progress of the work of the Trusteeship
Council, he said, represented a high-
water mark of political morality in the

modern world.

For a speedy self-government.—The
Trusteeship Council must prepare the
people in the’ dependent areas for a
speedy self-government, according to
Mrs. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit of India.

All possible aid and encouragement.—
Secretary George C. Marshall said that
all possible aid and encouragement
should be given the peoples of depend-
ent areas in order that they may play
their full part in the family of nations,
as independent states or in freely cho-
sen associations with other states.

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. Why is selfish nationalism danger-
ous?

2. Why are certain nations not yet
alive to internationalism?

3. Why does the world need interna-
tionalism ?

4. Will Russia give up its selfish na-
tionalism? Why?

World Problem
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Election in Berlin . . .
(Continued from page 212)

viet actions which “extended over a pe-
riod of many months to bring about
a piecemeal (and finally a total) division
of the city by constant interference in
the normal processess of the unified
German city administration.”

On the other hand, the note pointed
out, the Western Powers “have con-
stantly maintained a policy of non-inter-
ference with the legitimate and quadri-
partitely authorized functioning of the
city government,” adding:

“It has been their conviction that
inteference is unfortunate because (1)
it destroys the unity upon which the
constitutional administration of the city
of Berlin depends and (2) believing as
they do in the basic importance of the
role of law in democratic life, they can-
not countenance the systematic and ar-
bitrary actions of the Soviet military
administration to set aside laws adopted
by the people and approved by quadri-
partite agreement.”

Significance of the elections

The Berlin municipal elections show
that when people are given chance to
vote freely, the choice of officials is
done honestly. The people give express-
attempt to foil the free elections in
sia attempt to foil the free elections in
Berlin failed because the Germans
showed their civic courage. The Rus-
sians have learned that intimidation,
the usual Russian method used in other
countries under the Iron Curtain, can-
not be accepted by a people desirous
of expressing their own, free will. The
elections were also significant because
the results show that the Germans have
repudiated world Communism.

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. Why was the election in Berlin a
demonstration of civic courage?

2. In what way were the democracies

Science Marches On
(Continued from page 220)

in less than an hour. According to
Clifford Snyder, president of the Sun-
nyhill Coal Company and developer of
the machine, this giant mechanical dig-
ger had been tested previously in deep
shaft mines in the states of Pennsylva-
nia and West Virginia.

In discussing the machine’s potential-
itiés, Snyder noted that the average
miner, working without machinery,
turns out 5 tons of coal a day in the
United -States. The same miner using
present-day mine equipment turns out
25 to 30 tons a day, or about one-
fourth of ,the total output of the ma-
chine. According to Snyder, only one
man is needed to operate the machine
although a second man usuadlly acts as
guide to the machine operator.

The Philippines and the World
(Continued from page 218)

ence of the Republic of Indonesia which
was threatened by the unwarranted
Dutch attack in December, 1948. Part
of the Philippine policy on the Indone-
sian question follows:

1. The Philippine government has
consistently been in favor of the
Indonesian Republic in accordance with
the Linggadjati Agreement which sets
forth the basis for the establishment of
the United States of Indonesia.

2. In recognizing the Republic of In-
donesia in the same manner and extent
as the Netherlands has recognized that
government, the Philippine government
was of the firm belief that the terms of
that agreement would be carried out
faithfully and in a peaceful and order-
ly manner,

responsible for the develop t of civic
education in Germany?

3. Why do you think the three West-
ern Powers are not interested in inter-
ferring with the constitutional rights
of the Germans?
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Indispensable

* Tt is the first textbook that presents a unit discussion of all problems
in the Course of Study in Oriental History prepared by the Bureau ol
Public Schools. The materials required for student readings have been
presented in an easy, re able, and interesting manner. e discus-
sions are integrated so that the requirecl speciﬁc ol)iectives in the Course
of Study in Oriental History may be achieved psychologica"y.

Timely

* Materials that remain scattered in the different required references
enumerated in the course of study and in new references such as recent
pamph]ets, historical reports, historical surveys, and special studies on
Asiatic affairs are presented for a reasoned, integrated, and easy under-
stagding of all the problems given in the Worg-sheel of the course ol
study.

Well-organized

* A series of speciﬁc obiectives based on the general objectives given

in the course of study indicates the unit organization. A Preview is
given to introduce each unit. The study materials are organized into
relatively important problems. The main problem for each unit is sub-
divided into a number of minor problems which are intended to focus
attention on the type of understanding desired, rather than on the narra-
tive sequence of events.

Useful

* The book provides widely varied learning activities. Each unit is

provided with different activities, problems, and suggestions for enrich-
ing the l(nowledge. experience. and training of the students. There arc



(1) Self-testing Exercises; (2) Individual and Cooperative Activities:
(3) Significant Words and Terms; and (4) Names We should Identify
and Understand.

INustrated

* The book presents generally helpful pictures, maps, cartoons, charts.

and tables. Pictorial illustrations are given with elucidating captions.

Up-to-date

* All units are brought up-to-date with the addition of new prohlems

designed to complete understanding of the unit.

* A new unit (UN]T VIl—How the Far East was Involved in World
War Il and Post-War Developments in the Orient) has been included
in the book. Materials as of Sept. 30, 1948 have been incorporated.

High school instructors and principals who may wish to
examine

ORIENTAL HISTORY
by Diosdado G. Capino

for possible adoption in their classes are invited to send us triai
orders. Books, sent in response to said orders, may be paid for
in 10 days after receipt thereof or returned at our expense.

Price—P4.00 per copy, paper-bound
P6.00 per copy. cloth-bound

Order your printed copy of the book,—now!

MANLAPAZ PUBLISHING COMPANY
123-125 Reten
Sampaloc, Manila

MANILA EDUCATIONAL ENTERPRISES, INC.
933 Raon
Quiapo, Manila



