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Philippine Army Training Com-
mand will celebrate the

n N the 15th of this month, the
anniversary of its

second

Gen Claro B, Lizardo, now retired.
Since then, this Unit has gone through

sevelal deactivatinns and actlvatmns,

But

Nestled within the military reservation
of historic Ft. Wm. McKinley, Rizal,
the PATC is the answer to the increa-
sing need of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines for more fighting soldiers,
rore technically qualified army person-
nel. and an efficient corps of reserves.

Seven years ago, the advent of Phil-
ippine independence brought with it,
along with the blessings of democracy,
the manifold problems of a newly born
Republic. One of these is the urgent
need of strengthening our Armed For-
ces to insure rational security both from
~ within and from w)tﬁ’

An atmy, to be strong in war and in
peace, must have 2
trained reserve suf-
ficient for replace-
ment and emergen-
cy purposes. It was
for this purpose
- that thg President
nf the Philippines,

through all these stages of metamorpho-
sis, the present-day Philippine Ariny
Training Command has generally re-
tained its original mission—the building
up of the nation’s trained reserves, the
bulwark of our citizen army,

These trained reserves come from the
vearly groups of 20-year-old draftees,
from ROTC cadets, from replacements
for the various AFP units in the field,
and from the ranks of reserve officers.

The objectives of the Military Train-
ing Command as contained in training
directives were tc produce well-trained,
hard-hitting fighting teams, capable of
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battalions or regi-
ments. To carry out
these objectives ef-
fectivelyy, M T C
moved ont to Flori-
dablanca, P a m-
panga, during the
second half of July
1947. At that time,
MTC was concen-
trating on the train-
ing of the 20-year-
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~ the PGF, PAF, PNP, PSC and PC
—the Military Training Command was
deactivated on 31 Decembef 1947. Its
personnel, records, and equipment were
absorbed by the Philippine Ground
Force which was placed under the com-
mande of Brig Gen Claro B Lizardo.
However, the objectives of MTC con-
tinued to be the missionseof the Phil
ippine Ground Force.

The Army Ground Forces School at
Camp Alabang, Rizal, was transferred
to Floridablanca, Pampanga, and sub-
sequently became a subordinate unit of
PGF, On August 1949, PGF moved to
Ft Wm McKinley until it was deactiva-
ted in 1950
*In its place, Replacement and Train-
ing Center was activated ‘with station
at Ft Wm McKinley, Rizal. The In-
fantry Training Group, which was one

of the training units under PGF, be-
came the nucleus of RTC.
With the abolition of the Philippine
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Ground Force, Gen Lizardo was desig-
nated Commanding General of II MA.
Col Roman Ibaies took command of the
newly activated RTC on 1 Jan 1951, on-
Iy to be relieved by Col Ramon Enriquez
a month later. The Replacement Train-
ing Center changed hands for the third
time in six months when Gen Lizardo
came back from 1T MA on June 1, 1951,

With the increase in strength of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines in 19-
51, GHQ decided to train not only re-
serve units, but also to provide retrain-
ing for field units such as BCTs and
PC companies, and the training of units
contemplated to be activated in the near
future,

These training plans required a train-
ing center with adequate facilities and

a flexible organization consisting of
highly qualified personnel from all
branclies of the service. To achieve

these ends, the Armed Forces of the

ARTILLERY TRAIN—
ING. — Trainees fire
“big gun with use of over-

hanging canfouflage.

INFANTRY TRAINING UNIT. — Bayonet

practice (above) and abstacla course (belaw)




THE PATC -- TRAINING GROUND FOR AFP SOLDIERS

Philippines Training Center was activa-
ted on 1 July, 1951.

The objectives of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines Training Center were
broader than those of the former Mili-
tary Training Command. They includ-

ies, the
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with Col Mariano Tanwangeo as super-
intendent; (4) Replacement Training
Center, commanded by Lt. Col. Jacinto
Leoncio; and (5) 1st Cavalry Squadron,
commanded by Lt Col Jacobo Zobel.

The PATC is presently charged with

ed the ri ining of PC
training of newly activated units, and
the training of individual replacements
for PA units.

Finally, on November 15, 1951, the
AFPTC was redesignated the Philippine
Army Training Command as it is known
now with Brig Gen Claro B. Lizar-
do as its commanding ger.eral

Today the Philippine Army Training
Command is one of the major units of
AFP, 1t is composed of five major
subordinate units: (1) Station Comple-
ment commanded by Lt Col Lou-
is Marohombsar; (2) Philippine Army
School Center, commanded by Col Ja
cinto Gavino; (3) Manila ROTC Units

the following objectives: (1) to train
AFP individual replacements, (2) to
train the annual quota for the 10-
months-cadre trainees, (3) to train
ROTC students in greater Manila and
supervise their annual summer train-
ing, (4) to retrain PA units so designa-
ted, (5) to train newly-activated units
and any other units so designated by
GHQ, and (6) to operate such schools
for the training of officers and enlisted
men as may be directed by GHQ.

Station Complement

The Station Complement is made up
of the different post detachments in-
side Ft. Wm. McKinley. The main mis-

THE CAVALRY UNIT.— In the mountains,
the horses go where motorized vehicles cannot.

THE PARACHUTL

ISTS. — AFP daredevils of
the skies put on their chutes for a irial jump.
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sion qf this unit is to furnish billets
and logistical support to al] troops and
units stationed in Ft. McKinley and to
operate and maintain all post facilities,

Philippine Army School Center

The PASC is presently running nine
service schools. These are the Com-
mand znd General Staff«School (see
October, 1953 issue of the Journal), the
Ground Combat School, the Quarter-
master Service School,
Service School, Signal School Branch,
Engineer Service School, Ordnance
School, Adjutant General School and
the Intelligence School. These schools
aim to achieve the production of more
highly trained army technicians and the
development of small unit leadership
compatible with all the known situa-
tions in a modern war.

Manila ROTC Units A

The immediate objective of ROTC
training 1s to produce commissioned and
non-commissioned reserve officers to
man the reserve units. ROTC training
is designed to qualify students for im-
mediate leadership in times of emergen-
cy.

Replacement Training Center

The main mission of the RTC is to
train the 20-year-old draftees called for
cadre service as provided for in the Na-
tional Defense Act. In addition, how-
ever, are (1) scout ranger training
course patterned after the famous
scout rangers of the US Army, (2)
the training of scout dogs and dog
handlers designed to produce sentry
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dogs, scout dogs and silent trackers,
under any weather and terrain condi-

tions; (3) training and preparation of
PEFTOK replacements for shipment
to Korea.

The following units are operating un-
der the RTC: Infantry Training Unit,
Artillery Traifing Unit, Scout Ranger
Training Unit, Scout Dog Training
Unit, Signal Training Unit, Engineer
Training Unit, and Msdical Training
Unit,

1st Cavalry Squadron

The 1st @Gavalry Squadron was acti-
vated on April 15, 1952. Its missions
are: to provide training in equitation
for officers and PMA cadets, (2) to
be employed in combat as a tactical unit
or as a pack unit, (3) to participate
in military formations, ceremonies and
escorts, and (4) to perform other pure-
ly military duties normally performed
by cavalry units.

PEFTOK Replacement Training

One of the special missions of the
PATC is to conduct and supervise the
intensive training of the BCT intended
to replace the PEFTOK unit in Korea,
and to extend to it all training faciti-
ties, equipment and materials that will
enable it to carry on its training pro-
gram to a succegsful completion. The
feats of arms and the deeds of valor of
the 20th BCT, the 19th under the fa-
mous  commander  Colonel Ramon
Aguirre, and now the 14th BCT are
glaring testimonies of the efficiency of
training conducted by the PATC.

Today, within the reservation of Fi
Wm McKinley, the Philippine “Army
Training Command carries out its train-
ing grind day in and day out, endless-
]y and unfalteringly. In this task it
is helping to strengthen the fabric of

_ our national defense.

Whether the feat of arms and stout-
ness of heart of cur fighting men are
bared on the battlefields of Korea, in
and
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