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If the Philippines may be hard
to defend, what of the Canal?
is,

to realize the

PUZZled America Philippines are also important

Senator Iiram Bingham of Gonnec-
ticut heads the territories-Philippine
committee and opposes all the seuttle
bills, though he may suggest comnro-
mises (which this community dues not
accept) attempting to gain time and
use it for enlightening the Amecrican
public about their interestsin the Philip-
pines. He works, that is to sav, as a
politician must. But when he speaks
outside the senate he speaks his mind,

as witness the following from his ad-
dress in Boston August 11 to a mecting
of the Army and Navy Legion of Valor:

“Up to the discussion of the tarill
bill, a discussion which began about
two years and a half ago, one heard
very little ahout Philippine independ-
ence.  To be sure, anti-imperialists had
oppose:dl our taking and keeping the
Philippines from the beginning. They
fearc:d that we might cxploit those
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millions of Malays and attempt ta
make money at their expense. They
feared we might copy the history of
colonization as practiced by some -of
the Buropean nations.  Their fears were
not well founded. We sent thousands
of school teachers to aid in giving the
millions of Filipinos a common tongue.
There are still more than 50 languages
spoken in the Philippines. Today more
Filipinos understand the English lang-
uage than the Spanish or any of the
native dialeets. We sent scores of our
best physicinns to help combat tropi-
cul diseases, and we reduced the plagues
of cholera and smallpox to a minitnum.
Eventually we gave them a free market
for their produce. Free entry for their
sugar, copra and coconut oil.  We raised
them from a condition where they had
to live from hand to mouth, like so
many East Indian coolies to one of
relative heatth and prosperity.

“So the anti-imperialists, finding their
fears groundless, very largely aban-
tloned their efforts. The Filipino polit-
icians made their battle ery independ-
ence, complete and immediate. The
American visitor, secing that the Philip-
pine Legislature made the laws, that
the Volstead Act does not apply, that
the Filipinos are infinitely better off
than their neighbors a few hours away
in Southern Ching, came to the econ-
clusion that independence as a battle
ery meant chicfly a desire for social
equality and in the minds of many of
the poorer people the thought that with
independence would come that general
use of automobiles and telephones as-
sociated with Americans. Consequent-
ly there was little tall about independ-
enee until representatives of the sugar
heet industry in Congress and of certain
districts on the Western Coast where a
few Filipino lahorers were upsctting
ceconomic and social conditions, began
to demand an exclusion of TPhilippine
sugar and Filipinos. This was fol-
lowed by a vigorous effort in the hear-
ings on the tariff bill to persuade the
Congress to put a high protective tariff
on the most important products of the
Philippine Islands, namely, copra, co-
coanut oil and sugar. Representatives
of the great farmers’ organizations
pointed out that the importation of
cocoanut oil was interfering with the
market for cotton seed oil and linseed
oil.  When their elforts to persuade the
Congress to tax products from the
Philippines failed on the ground that
there must be no tariff between places
under the American Hag, the represen-
tatives of farmers’ organizations and of
the labor organizations then turned
their attention to an cffort to secure
Philippine independence, not with any

IN RESPONDING TO ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE MENTION THE

AMERICAN

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE JOURNAL



."clober, 1931

iew of Dbenefitting the TFilipines, but
com frankly selfish motives. Their
impaign has been so successful that if
 vote were to be taken today, I be-
-eve that the Congress would by a
c.rge majority vole to give away the
lhlllppme Islands in which we have
f eely spent both blood and treasure.
“To keep a few thousand Tilipinos
1t of the West Coast, to gain a larger
wrket for cotton sced oil and linseed
J and to gain o small additional market
for beet sugar, we are asked to surrender
e magnificent militarvy  fortress of
- orregio, our spearhead in the TFar
! ast, to surrender our great naval base
b Cavite from which our cruisers can
cow proeeed with but few doxs delay
y protect our interests m war-ridden
hina, to lose our prestige in Asia by
=-\mg up something which we admit
hard to defend and actually to bring
sonomic run and disaster upon 11.-
)0,000 people whom for the past 32
~ears we have been gradually ralsing
oove the level of their velatives in Asia
: ad the East Indies.  This would be an
at of defeatism and selfishness almost
“nparalled in American history,
“Supposing the Philippines are hard
> defend. What has that got to do
Ath it?  Is the Pansmua Canal casy
*3 defend? Is the Panama Canal not
irrounded by lhialf a dozen foreign
wuntries that do not love the United
tates? Would it not be relatively easy
.or a powerful foe to establish a base in

one of those countries from which an
acrin] attack ecould be made which
would destroy the Gatun Dam and
put the Panama Canal out of business?
Why does no one suggest that we give
up the Panama Canal because it is
vulnerable and hard to defend? Ob-
viously the reason is because we ap-
preciate its immense value to the United
States in pernmitting our fleet and our
merchant ships to pass quickly from
our eastern to our western ports and
vice versa. On the other hand the
Philippine Islands are so far away, our
knowledge of Asia is so slight, our ap-
preciation of the possibilities of what
we might do and what we ought to do
for the Filipinos is so inconsiderable,
that it seemns like the casy way out of a
difficult situation to grant what the
Filipinos, led by their ambitious polit-
icians, are clamoring for.

“Let us have ecourage to face the
future boldly. ILet us have determina-
tion to maintain what our soldiers have
won and to kecep our flag where it is
today.. Letit never be suid that through
short-sightedness, selfishness and  a
desire to sceure higher prices for our
produets we brought suffering and cco-
nomic ruin on the heads of 11,000,000
people who had lived for a generation
under the blessings of the American
fing. Let us bear the white man's
burden. Let us seck another’s profit.
Let us work another’s gnin. Let us
fuce the blame and hatred of those we
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have bettered and protected. Let us
not call too loud on freedm to cloak
our weariness. Let us take pride in
bringing health and happiness to those
distant islands and stand ready to do
our duty in helping to solve the mighty
problems of the Pacific and of Asia.”

Rubber...

{Conlinued from page 15)

be idle to advise the other smaller com-
panics to pattern after General, for they
can never overtake its sales organisza-
tion and their financing has not been as
sanc and solid. In summary, General
would be a fine object lesson to hold up
before anyone contemplating starting
a new rubber company but its teachingg
cannot be applied by competitors al-
ready in the ficld.

General, T predict, is the one small
company sure of survival unless the
trust monsters of the future drive it to
the wall by cutting prices mercilessly
over a period long cnough to wear it out.
There are those unkind enough to sug-
gest that the price cuttings of the last
few years have been engineered for the
purpose of driving all the smaller compa-
nies over the elifts, but I do not believe
this to be a fact. The Fisk receivership
showed that the big fellows themselves
are not immune to the punishment thus
dealt out, although Goodyear, Firestone,
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: Insular Lumber Co. ... ... ............ . ccoviiviiinn, ILCO Manila, P. I.

! Cadwallader-Gibson Lumber Co.. ... ................... CADWALL Manila, P. L.

g Findlay-Millar Timber Co.... ... ... .................. FINDMILL Manila, P. I.

il Negros Philippine Lumber Corp....................... MAHOGANY Manila, P. L.

t Filipinas Lumber Co. ................................. FILILUMBER Manila, P. 1.

¢ Philippine Lumber Mfg. Co............ .. ... .......... MAHOGANY Manila, P. 1

: Port Lamon Lumber Co............................... LAMON Manila, P. 1.

. Basilan Lumber Co., Inc. ... .. ... ... .. ... .. ...... BASILUMBER Zamboanga, P. I.

; Port Banga Lumber Co. ...................... . ....... BANGA Zamboanga, P. I

o Mindanao Lumber Co... ............ ... ... ... ... RAMAGO Manila, P. I.

} Philippine Red Lumber Co........................... MAHOGANY Manila, P. 1.

H Atlantic Gult & Pacific Co........................... DREDCING Manila, P. 1.
Hercules Lumber Co. ................ ... .. .. ....... ... HERCULES' Manila, P. 1.
Anakan Lumber Co....... ... ... ... .. .. .. .. ....... ANAKA Maniia, P. I.
Philippine Lumber Exportation Co.......... ......... NIBIKI Manila, P. 1.
Zambales Lumber Co....... ... ... .................. ZALUG Manila, P. I.
Mayon Lumber Co........ ... ... ... . .. HARDWOOD Legaspi, P. L.

' International Hardwood and Veneer Co.............. INTERWOOD Manila, P. L.

N Worrick & Payne. . ... ... Mercedes, Camarines

: Norte, P, 1.

: Technical Adviser: President: Chief Grading Inspector:

ff ARTHUR F, FISCHER W. W. HARRIS CHAS. HAFNER
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