-Xwhat brought about the~artening”

‘flow of foreign capital into the Phil-
ippines?

The answer is a combination of nu-
merous positive factors arising from
the administration’s unwavering ef-
¥'Tts to restructure Philippine society

yall spheres — political, social and

fonomic. These wide-ranging reforms
zave generated a conducive at-
__"mosphere for both local and foreign
businessmen. The signs of a much im-
proved climate for investment are
evident throughout the land.

Political conditions in the country
have been stabilized. Peace and order
conditions have improved to a con-
siderable extent. And mainly through
self-imposed financial restraints, the
Philippines was able to increase its in-
ternational reserves, from $137 mil-
lion on February 20, 1970 to its
present $366 million, an increase of
$229 million. Because of the substan-
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President Marcos and foreign investors: the proper time to discuss business possibilities.

tial .improvement of its international
reserve position, the country will be
upgraded from the third to second
credit tranche position, a significant
improvement in international credit
standing.

Apart from law and order and the
other stabilizing factors now obtaining
in the country, the President has
adopted a series of measures which
paved the way for the influx of in-
vestors, namely:

« Institution of money reforms
with the amendment of the Central
Bank Act and the General Banking Act.

* A decree titled “Business In-
centives and Reforms,” which amend-
ed the Investment Incentives Act and
the Export Incentives Act.

« A decree promoting oil explora-
tion and providing for service con-
tracts on a production-sharing basis.

« A decree allowing Filipino citi-
zens and'Filipino-owned corporations
to enter into service contracts with
foreign persons or corporations for
the exploration, development, ex-
ploitation and utilization of lands of
the public domain.

= Reduction of the tax on interest
on foreign loans to a uniform 15 per-
cent, thus liberalizing credit facilities
and accelerating economic growth. Be-
fore, the old rate was 25 percent in
the case of individual borrowers and
35 percent in the case of corporations.

« Admission as non-immigrants of
foreign nationals and their spouses

and unmarried children under 21
years of age as part of the incentives
being granted to those who would par-
ticipate in the development of the Ex-
port Processing Zone Authority.

« Admission of officers of foreign
investment houses, foreign investors
and stockbrokers as special non-immi-
grants without the need of visas for a
stay of 72 hours, provided they or the
firms they represent can afford to
invest at least $100,000.

* Waiver of visas for the entry of
Chinese investors and stockbrokers
with an initial stay of 72 hours, which
may be extended by the Commission
on Immigration and Deporlalion in
““extremely meritorious cases.”

« Liberalization of Central Bank
regulations on new foreign invest-
ments and repatriation of investment
withdrawals, as well as lifting of limit-
ations on remittances of profits and
dividends. Foreign investments as of
March 15, 1973, arising from direct
inward remittances in cash or in kind,
as well as those generated out of the
reinvestment of peso earnings from
original investments, are assured of re-
patriation in varying degrees depend-
ing on whether the enterprise invested
in is export-oriented, registered with
the Board of Investments and other
factors.

« Reduction of the commission
charged by stockbrokers. No stock-
broker using the facilities of any stock
exchange shall charge, collect or re-

ceive a commission of more than one
percent of the value of each transac-
tion.

Because of the incentives offered to
local and foreign investors, the
Securities and Exchange Commission
has reported that 1,439 corporations
with P360,191,103 in subscribed
capital, of which P134,371,420 is paid
up, had registered during the first six
months of martial law.

The initial areas of foreign invest-
ment interests were in garments and
knitwear for exports, automotive
components manufacturing, oil ex-
ploration, the development of export
products and minerals. Many of the
earlier visits of investors have resulted
in joint ventures between foreign and
local firms.

The gesture of two foreign-lending
institutions has also served to heighten
the flow of investments into the Phil-
ippines. Executives of the Export-
Import Bank of New York and of the
Bank of America have offered loans to
the Philippines, after seeing for them-
selves the conditions prevailing in the
country. Itis to be expected that with
these prestigious financial institutions
showing the way, others will follow.
And they have.

What does this all amount to? The
Far Eastern Economic Review has
read it as “a vote of confidence” for
the President, for the reforms now
being implemented in the entire coun-
try.
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The boundaries of an archipelago

“An archipelagic state, whose
component islands and other natural
features  form an intrinsic
geographical, economic and political
entity . . . may draw straight baselines
connecting the outermost points of
the outermost islands and drylng reefs
to determine its territorial sea.”

For the third time in two decades,
the Philippines reiterated this doctrine
before a world forum which is in the
process of drawing up rules to govern
territorial seas. Non-resolution of this
nagging territorial-seas issue has, more
than once, strained relations between
countries over conflicting
interpretation of the sea limit. For
instance, it has given rise to the.so-
called “shrimp war” between Peru and
the United States, “incursions” of
Soviet fishing vessels into US terri-
torial seas and apprehension of vessels
near the shores of countries jealous of
their territorial waters. The Philip-
pines, in particular, has delayed rati-
fication of its proposed Treaty of
Amity, Commerce and Navigation
with Japan partly because the text in-
terpreted the waters between islands
as open seas.

As in the 1958 and 1960 sessions of
the United Nations Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of the Seabed and the
Ocean Beyond the Limits of National
Jurisdiction, the Philippines maintains
that “the baselines from which the
territorial seas in an archipelago are to
be determined consist of straight
lines adjoining appropriate points of
1%19 outermo t i

firef ctecf %aseIPnes are tfaere- i

fcftS"™/n to enclose the entire archi-
pelago.”

Heading the campaign to sustain
this official Philippine stand at the
United Nations preliminary confer-
ence in New York in preparation for
the Seabed Conference slated in Chile
in 1974 is former Senator Arturo M.
Tolentino, ambassador-at-large. Assist-
ing him are Solicitor General Estelito
Mendoza, Undersecretary of Foreign
Affairs Jose D. Ingles, Ambassador
Alejandro Yango, assistant secretary
for UN affairs, and representatives
from the National Science Develop-
ment Board, the Bureau of Coast and
Geodetic Survey and the Fisheries
Commission.

The issue has assumed added signi-
ficance in the wake of evidence of the
presence of oil under some sections of
the Philippine territorial seas. Any ad-
verse decision will cause irreparable
loss to the country, particularly with
regard to its development program
and security. How can the Philippines,
for instance, defend its shores if such
bodies of water as the Cagayan de Su-
lu Sea or the Mindanao Sea are de-
clared as part of international waters?

In_the United Nations last week,
the Philippines, together with Fiji,
Mauritius, and Indonesia, formally
presented the archipelagic doctrine be-
fore the 91-nation UN seabed commit-
tee for inclusion in the projected con-
vention on the law of the sea in Chile
in 1974. The theory, according to Mr.
Tolentino, was being introduced in
the hope that this time, it will finally
be adopted by the international body
as the legal order to govern the pass-
age, shipping, fishing and other ac-
tivities within the island groups in the

The second principle advanced by
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Mr. Tolentino is that waters within
these baselines, regardless of depth or
distance from the coast, the seabed
and the super-adjacent airspace, with
all their resources, are subject to the
full sovereignty of the archipelagic
state.

Mr. Tolentino said the third prin-
ciple is the agreement on innocent
possas®. of X .
island group, subject to national
legislation with due regard to the
existing rules of international law and
with the archipelagic state specifying
the sealanes to be used.

He said: “An archipelago must be
basically considered as an integral geo-
graphical entity, strengthened by pol-
itical and economic unity, and in
some cases, sustained through the
years by historical continuity from
which it derives its identity. Thus an
archipelago may have some or all of
these factors but the fundamental
consideration is that they must have
always been identified as distinct
entities.

“This essential element of unity
cannot be overstated as the basis of
the desire of an archipelagic state to
preserve its identity as one state and
one nation. Otherwise, the archipelago
may be splintered into as many islands
as compose it with the consequent
fragmentatlon of the nation and the
state itself.”

The Philippine position is anchored
on solid grounds. For one, its new
Constitution defines the national ter-
ritory as encompassing all the islands
and waters embraced by the archipe-
lago, and all other territories be-
longing to the Philippines by historic
right or legal title, including the ter-
ritorial sea, the air space, the subsoil,
the sea-bed, the insular shelves, and
other submarine areas over which the
Philippines has sovereignty or juris-
diction. The waters around, between,
and connecting the islands of the
archipelago — irrespective of their
breadth and dimensions — form part
of the internal waters of the Philip-
pines.

This stand is embodied not only in
the 1935 and the new Constitution,
but also in a law defining the baselines

of the Philippine a
lie Act 3046, as an
Act 5446). The
baselines are inten
from the baselines
sea of the Philippine
Solicitor General
doza emphasized thi
concept implies full
sovereign rights over w.
baselines, primarily tl

tween the islands which ecu. x ise the S'

archipelago. By the application of this
concept, the identity of the Philip-
pines as one state is preserved and not
splintered into 7,000 islands, Mr. Men-
doza asserted.

While big maritime powers like the
United States, Japan and Great Britain
are opposed to the archipelago doc-
trine, other states like Indonesia, Fiji,
Ecuador and Norway support this
theory advanced by the Philippines.
The validity of the method of the
straight-line baselines in delimiting
their respective territorial waters has
been adopted by Denmark, Sweden,
Yugoslavia, Saudi Arabia and Cuba.

Mr. Mendoza observed that tradi-
tional alignments in the UN corridors
are not easily apparent, as far as the
law of the sea is concerned. In this
particular issue, he said, it may be dif-
ficult to speak of old friends, only of
common situations.

The Philippines, like any archipela-
go-state, is jealous of its territorial
boundaries, for the nurpose of pro-
tecting its fishing i4Shts PC™?its
fishery r*“ource«» enfbrc. its re-
venue and anti-smuggling laws, and for
its defense and security.

Especially at this time, when there
are positive signs of oil within its off-
shore and continental shelves, the
Philippines is concerned in protecting
its national patrimony. After all, as
the International Court of Justice
ruled on the Anglo-Norwegian Fisher-
ies case, “there is one consideration
not to be overlooked, the scope of
which extends beyond purely geo-
graphical factors: that of certain econ-
omic interests peculiar to a region, the
reality and importance of which are
already evidenced by a long usage.”

The UN Conference of the Sea in
1958 recognized the sovereign right of
the coastal state over the continental
shelf for the purpose of exploring it
and exploiting the natural resources.
In the Philippines, under the Pe-
troleum Act of 1949, all natural de-
posits or occurrences of petroleum or
natural gas on the continental shelf
“seaward from the shores of the Phil-
ippines belong to the State,
ably and imprescriptively.”

Former Senator Tolentino ad-
vanced the proposition that both pol-
itical and economic considerations are
the dominant factors in determining
the extent of the territorial sea. The
territorial sea, he said, is not a mere
juristic concept; it is vitally linked
with the political and economic
security of the coastal state. Thus, the
coastal state asserts and exercises
sovereignty and jurisdiction over cer-
tain areas of the sea adjoining its land
territory.

Mr. Tolentino pointed out that any
proposal that would reduce or limit
the extent of the territorial waters
over which the state now actually as-
serts and exercises sovereignty would
amount to an impairment of the ter-

inalien-

tftefc
one .
ereigni
to ant
territoria
legal anc
Apre
ed last
of firs
worth
need
pelf

up!
tie
0
t

tersV-irrt* ,ec"?v? M tedisfrmees\

~itween su<M islands.

The Philippine Constitutional Con-
vention went further to elaborate on

the stand on the territorial limits of u

the Philippines when it drafted and
approved the article on the national
territory, providing for:

« The inclusion of Batanes Islay
which were erroneously excluded’1
the Treaty of Paris.

= The protection and strengthen-**~

ing of the Philippine claim on Sabah,
Freedomland, the Spratley islands and
the Marianas group, including Guam.
It was the view of the Constitution-
al Convention that the archipelago
doctrine is an exception to the three-
mile limit or the marine league from
the low-water mark (the theory adopt-
ed by the Dutch publicist Cornelius
Van Bynllershoek in line with the ef-
fective range of the shore batteries
centuries ago) or the 12-mile rule as
advocated by the big powers.

As early as 1955, the Philippine
government had asserted the straight-
baselines method in a note verbally
transmitted to the UN Secretary Gen-
eral.

It is about time that the age-old tra-
ditions on the law of the seas be dis-
carded, to conform with the modem
methods of use, exploitation and con-
servation of the marine resources of
various states and to prevent poaching
on the fishing grounds and trespassing
of the territorial waters of small coun-
tries.

The International Court of Justice
itself paved the way for a reexamina-
tion of the traditional concepts on the
delimitation of the territorial seas arid
a closer look on the present archi-
pelago doctrine which the Philippines
is espousing in the international fo-
rum.
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VOLUNTEERS

is not
everything

Early last month, 12 Dutch and
nine Japanese technicians started a
two-year work stint in various govern-
ment offices under a rare kind of con-
tract: no mention is made of mone-
tary remuneration. In place of the
usual compensation clause, the agree-
ment contains two strikingly simple
““guarantees™ 1) safety for their per-
sons and personal effects; and 2)
enough work to keep them busy for
the duration of their stay.

They were not the first ones to
work here under such a contract, but
in a country where technical talent is
at a premium, the terms seem unheard
of and, indeed, can cause no little
amount of mystification. What, for in-
stance, can they expect to subsist on
while working here? They do have
something to fall back on. Depending
on his place of assignment, a tech-

ban gels from $80 to $150 (P540 to
y,000) as monthly allowance from
/us own government. Back home, a

I comparable job would command a
monthly salary of at least $350
(P2.370).

Not all things, however, can be re-
duced to that popular common deno-
minator — money. At least not for
these Ifoung men, for they are volun-

~,'In its essence, volunteer service re-
gams some romantic undertones: a self-
less giving without thought of what
one would be receiving in return. As
one appreciative Philippine official
puts it, “Volunteer service is lay mis-
sionary work minus the promise of
Yven-” Admittedly, adventure pro-
Jes an added motivation for some of
*fffem; for others, it is the prospect of
knowing better another country and
her people; but for most, it is living
out the credo that “a man’s greatest
reward is his sense of accomplish-
ment.”

And accomplishments they already
have in great variety. In barely six
years since the arrival of their first
team in the country, members of the
Japan Overseas Corporation Volun-
teers (JOCV) can point to several suc-
cessful projects where their services
proved invaluable. Among them: the
Guimaras (lloilo) mango plantation
which produces export-quality man-
goes in commercial quantities and the
fish sausage plant in Mercedes, Ca-
marines Norte, the product of which
is now the subject of a market feasibil-
ity study.

On the other hand, representatives
of the Organization of Netherlands
Volunteers (ONV), working under the
auspices of Bishop Cornelius de Witt
in the southern province of Antique,
helped organize cooperatives for
small-scale, self-help community pro-
jects like fishing and cattle raising. In
another project that has drawn na-
tional attention, some Dutch volun-
teers collaborated with the Philippine
Printing Technical Foundation in set-
ting up a general printing course ifi
offset press, plate-making, binding and
related skills — perhaps, the only
gourse of its kind in the country to-

ay.
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Foreign volunteers: a chance to work with the people.

It would take a long list to enu
merate all the projects initiated or as-
signed by these volunteers. Working in
various parts of the country today are
106 volunteers from the JOCV, 41
from the ONV, 6 from Britain’s Vo-
lunteer Service Overseas (VSO) and 5
from the Stanford University-based
Volunteers in Asia (VIA). They cover
a broad range of technical specializa-
tions: from irrigation to artificial in-
semination, from fish culture to seri-
culture (raising of silkworms for the
production of raw milk), to ceramics,
electronics, cooperatives and even
landscaping.

Working on projects like these
gratis et amore is, without doubt,
praiseworthy. But it has often been a
cause of understandable concern that
foreign technical aid tends to create a
dependent attitude on the part of the
people of the recipient country. On
this score, the agreements entered into
by the Philippine government and
foreign volunteer organizations (or
their governments) usually contain a
proviso that Filipino counterparts be
assigned to the volunteers. The intent
is clear: to enable Filipinos to learn
the rudiments, if not the refinements,
of their technical know-how so that
no gaps are left when the volunteers
leave.

The intensification of foreign vo-
lunteer programs here almost coin-
cided with the phasing out of certain
forms of foreign technical assistance
and the first moves toward redirecting
Philippine education along the lines of
technical and vocational training. For
these reasons, the role of volunteers in
helping develop much-needed, mid-
dle-level manpower gains added signi-
ficance. Their working here could not

have been more timely.

But their role could have been un-
derstated, as the dearth in publicity
seems to indicate. To some extent,
this low profile could have resulted
from the self-effacing nature of most
volunteers themselves as well as their
organizations, thus their reluctance to
play the celebrity game.

If these foreign volunteer organiza-
tions have shied away from the lime-
light, so has the agency that plays a
key role in the whole scheme. But
then matchmakers are quite well-
known for remaining unknown. The
Philippine National Volunteer Service
(PNVSC) is no exception.

The PNVSC was created on Decem-
ber 17, 1964 as the national liaison
with foreign volunteer organizations.
It found itself hamstrung at the start
by the absence of a permanent staff
and lack of authority to implement its
policies and programs. Executive
Order No. 105 issued by President
Marcos on December 11, 1967 sought
to correct that inadequacy by es-
tablishing a secretariat, charged with
the actual implementation of the com-
mittee’s functions. The same order ex-
panded the committee membership to
include representatives from the bet-
ter-known local volunteer organiza-
tions.

The committee at present is chair-
manned by the secretary of the De-
partment of Local Government and
Community Development (DLGCD).
Other than the DLGCD secretary and
the PNVSC executive secretary, the
committee is composed of one rep-
resentative each from the following
departments: Foreign Affairs, Labor,
Health, Education and Culture, Agri-

culture and Natural Resources, Public
Works, Transportation and Commu-
nications, and National Defense. Also
represented are the Philippine Rural
Reconstruction Movement, Operation
Brotherhood International, Medical
Aid for Rural Indigent Areas, Work-
A-Year, and the School Volunteer
Program of the Philippines,

“Every day is a busy day for the
PNVSC,” says Executive Secretary
Elizabeth Z." Barbero. The task re-
volves mainly around its clearing-
house function. “We receive numerous
requests for volunteers from both gov-
ernment and private agencies,” she
says as she explains the process of
foreign volunteer recruitment. “We
have to carefully evaluate the project
proposals and then make the requisite
representation with the foreign or-
ganization concerned.”

In the course of negotiations, the
foreign volunteer organization may
seek an on-the-spot survey of the pro-
posed project. The PNVSC makes the
necessary arrangements, sometimes in-
cluding accommodations for the sur-
vey party. Once the project is ap-
proved and volunteers are sent here.
The PNVSC conducts an in-country
program — a four-week crash course in
English, Philippine history, political
science, sociology and economics, plus
other subjects designed to familiarize
them with local conditions.

The PNVSC receives periodic pro-
gress reports from volunteers already
in the field. Complaints of volunteers
are also coursed through it. Curiously,
the most common complaint is that
the volunteers do not have much to
do. A likely solution in cases like this
is immediate transfer to another place
oflSssignment.

Giving ample support to the
PNVSC are the country representa-
tives of the two largest volunteer or-
ganizations operating here —Ichiro
Toyoshima, for big JOCV, and Johan-
nus J. Liethoff. for the ONV.

Obviously, even such a good thing
as foreign volunteer service will come
to an end. The PNVSC prepares for
such an eventuality by helping devel-
op domestic volunteer organizations.
In the main, its contribution consists
of technical support in the form of
briefings, orientation courses and sem-
inars for youth volunteers. Two or-
ganizations which have received such
support are the Democratic Youth
Movement and the Far Eastern Uni-
versity Students Volunteer Organiza-
tion. In coordination with the defunct
PACD (which has been absorbed by
the Department of Local Government
and Community Development), the
PNVSC has organized and supervised
the work of the Volunteers for the
Improvement of the Philippines (VIP),
made up of college students who had
dropped out for financial reasons. As
a form of encouragement, VIP mem-
bers get some financial assistance to
enable them to continue their studies.

Another incentive for local volun-
teers in PNVSC-assisted projects is the
prospect of being chosen to serve in
foreign countries under the United
Nations Volunteer Program. To date,
the PNVSC has arranged the trip of 10
Filipino youths to the Yemen, the
United Arab Republic, Iran, Jamaica
and Liberia.

The inducements are far from sub-
stantial, but it is perhaps a measure of
the appeal of volunteer service itself
that several volunteer programs are
going on in the country today.
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Medicare: a boon for the needy and the low-wage earner

The Medicare way

Hospitalization in the Philippines
had for so long been an expensive af-
fair that it became quite difficult to
tell which people dreaded more — the
onset of a disease or the prospect of
seeing a pile of hospital bills. It used
to be said, in fact, that only the rich
could afford the luxury of getting sick.
The advent of Medicare may well
hasten a revision of that saying to
include the needy and the low-wage
earner.

Low-income people, who almost al-
ways ended up in the charity wards of
government and private hospitals
when they got sick, can now go to any
accredited hospnal without having to
waiy how to settle the bills later ?n.
Adequate medical attention is assured
them by a new government institu-
tion — the Medical Care Commission,
or Medicare for short.

When the commission started
operations last year and began collect-
ing monthly fees from government
and private employes, many greeted it
with skepticism. Calling it an unneces-
sary, additional burden on the low-in-
come group, some people went so far
as to urge the now defuqct Congress
to repeal the law (Republic Act 1611)
creating Medicare.

FAMILY PLANNING

Instrument of
economic growth

A Filipino is bom every thirty
seconds. This is the urgent signal being
made by an electronic clock at the
Rizal Park to dramatize the country’s
rapid population growth of 3.5 per-
cent annually. At 4:43 p.m. on March
3, a few days after its installation, the
clock ticked a total of 40,082,156 Fi-
lipinos, an eerie reminder to the coun-
try —ranked by a United Nations
survey as the seventh largest in Asia
and the 15th most populous in the
world.

The present runaway count has far
outpaced the country’s 1.5 million
population in the 1800's and, if not
contained within manageable levels,
would run true to the Malthusian pro-
phecy that poverty, misery, and suf-
fering would become inevitable.

Aware of this situation, the ad-
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This skepticism has since been re-
placed by the gratitude of some
65,000 who availed themselves of free
medical services last year. The number
is expected to increase several times
over this year with the expansion of
Medicare coverage and as more and
more people become aware of its
benefits.

This concept of free medical service
differs from that of the usual relief
services in which the recipient gets
some form of aid for nothing. More
than once, the latter has been blamed
for fostering an attitude of depend-
ence, of mendicancy even. By con-
trast, Medicare involves, if not hinges
on, the participation of a responsible
citizenry who, after all, provide the
vital ingredient in the building up of a
dynamic and progressive society.

Contributions are minimal and
based on each one’s earning capacity,
but because of the pooling of resour-
ces, each contribution goes a long way
in assuring medical attention for every
ailing wage earner or his dependents.

For a contribution of as low as
P0.30 (less than the price of a pack of
cigarets) a month, beneficiaries receive
P12 each daily for room and board in
the hospital of their choice. They are
also entitled to a maximum of P540

ministration has embarked on a na-
tional program of family planning in-
volving both the public and private
sectors. Although there have been at-
tempts to spread the family planning
concept in the country, it was not
until 1969, when President Marcos
through an executive order created a
Commission on Population, that a
concerted effort was made to check
population growth and dovetail it
with socio-economic policies.

The adoption of family planning as
part of the administration’s policy did
not, however, alter the emphasis of
the campaign on “motivation.” Pro-
creation continues to be a purely af-
fair between husband and wife. The
state does not intervene in the
couple’s decision to the number of
children they should have. The de-
cision of “acceptors” to use the pill,
the condom, the foam or the rhythm
method is still that of the spouses.
The task of the “motivators,” the peo-
ple involved in the family planning
campaign, is merely to educate and
open the eyes of the couple to the
necessity of checking population

for 45 days' hospitalization a year,
P150 for medicine, laboratory exam-
ination and operating room fee (if sur-
gery is required), a surgical fee of P50
for a minor operation, PI50 for a
medium operation, P350 for a major
surgery and P100 for physicians’ fees
(at P5 a day if the doctor is a general
practitioner and P10 a day for a spe-
cialist). Except for the 45-day maxi-
mum limit on confinement a year, all
other benefits may be availed of again
within the year if the person treated
later seeks confinement for a different
ailment.

Only recently, Medicare extended
its services not only to the some 4 mil-
lion members of the Government
Service Insurance System (GSIS) and
the Social Security System (SSS) but
also to their dependents. The only
condition is that confinement will not
exceed the 45-day limit allotted to
each family.

Plans are to expand these services
to other areas, including resident
aliens with a minimum contribution
of P0.50 a month and a maximum P5
a month, depending upon their annual
income.

Their contributions, which will ‘be
handled by a proposed community
mutual health fund, will be matched
either in cash or their equivalent in
terms of services by the national gov-
ernment.

The GSIS and SSS members cur-
rently covered by Medicare contribute
a minimum of P0.30 a month and a
maximum of P3.75 applied on a grad-
uated scale based on annual income.

But regardless of how much one
contributes to the Medicare fund, he
will get the same services and benefits
as those who pay more.

Eventually,
cover even those who are not mem-
bers of the GSIS or SSS.

Dr. Pacifico Marcos, the 54-year-old
chairman of the commission, has re-
vealed plans for the construction in
the next two years of 81 hospitals
with 10-15 bed capacities throughout
the country. These hospitals, he said
will serve as community health and
hospital centers to serve people of ex-
treme poverty who cannot contribute
to the community health fund.

The centers will be operated jointly
by Medicare, which will provide the

growth.

To make the government’s effort in
family planning more effective, the
President issued Decree No. 79 late
last year amending a Population Act
passed by the defunct Congress in
1971. As a corollary step to the na-
tionwide campaign being waged by
the Population Commission and a
dozen or so private organizations on
family planning, the President direct-
ed the integration of subjects on fa-
mily welfare and responsible parent-
hood into the curricula of schools of-
fering medicine, nursing, midwifery,
social work, and allied professions.
Students taking up these courses are
required to have sufficient knowledge
of family planning for them to qualify
for licensing examinations. A com-
plementary project in the Department
of Education has given population-
education training to 187,000 grade
schoolteachers, 15,000 secondary
schoolteachers, and 360 teacher-train-
ing instructors.

The efforts exerted by the Philip-
pine government in meeting squarely
the population problem have caught

Medicare hopes to

equipment and personnel, the Depart-
ment of Health which will provide
pfrt of the personnel and medicine,
and the community which will
shoulder the operational expenses, in-
cluding the salaries of additional per-
sonnel not paid by Medicare.

In addition, Medicare has devised a
system to cope with the shortage of
doctors in the rural areas. Today more
than 8,000 doctors, or 65 percent of
the membership of the Philippine
Medical Association, gre concentrated
in the greater Manila area and other
urban areas while only 35 percent are
in the rural areas were 70 percent of
the 38 million Filipinos reside.

To encourage doctors to go to re-
mote areas, Medicare is working on a
plan to set up a scholarship system
funded by private individuals or foun-
dations with priorities, initially, to be
given to medical students who stop-
ped schooling because of lack of fin-
ancial support. Later, a nationwide
scholarship system will be formed to
encourage bright and promising stu-
dents in the rural areas to take up the
medical profession.

Awardees shall be entitled to free
tuition and other school expenses, in-
cluding a monthly allowance of P200
each, to be shouldered by their respec-
tive sponsors through Medicare. Th*"
shall be so supported up to the met
al board examination. All that will L.
expected from the scholars in return is
for them “to serve in the rural com-
munity assigned to them following
their full accreditation as physicians
for two years at reasonable salaries.”

Dr. Marcos said Medicare would
also encourage doctor-less communi-
ties to set up a system of pi*”
medical, scholarships either throv
local organizations or through
request for the Medicare to find
sponsors.

Reviewing Medicare’s activities last
year, Dr. Marcos said “1972 was a tur-
bulent year for us due to the fact that
the Medicare program was initially im-
plemented during that time ami
powerful forces trying to bluntitin
ineffectivity.” But he said, “in spite of
the barriers put on its way, the Medi-
care commission faithfully and dili-
gently did its duty.” He added that
“changing the peoples’ attitude (to-
ward Medicare) was our greatest feat.”

the attention of experts from the
United Nations.

Sam Keeny, resident representative
of the Population Council, cited the
Philippines as an exception to other
Asian nations which are confronted
with the problem of how to get heads
of state to speak out firmly, explicitly
and persistently on the importance of
a population program.

The population expert noted that
when President Marcos adopted fa-
mily planning and birth control as
part of his socio-economic policy, he
was fully aware that galloping popula-
tion growth cannot be arrested by
mere lip service nor rhetoric at the
top.
Mr. Keeny also cited as a “wel-
come” development the sponsorship
by the First Lady, Mrs. Imelda R.
Marcos, of the P8 million Population.
Center Foundation now being cons-
tructed at the South Superhighway,
14 kilometers south of Manila, which
will be a collaborating center for pri-
vate and public agencies in carrying
out an effective family planning pro-
gram.
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Cavite revisited

There is more to Cavite than meets
the cynic’s eye.

Interms of tourist attractions, Cavi-
te offers everything from historical
sites to beach resorts. The visitor with
an eye for history can drive to Bacoor,
which was Fr. Mariano Gomez’s parish
for 48 years. Past Bacoor is Kawit,
where you can see Gen. Emilio Agui-
naldo’s abode all intact — the baroque
balcony, the Gothic roof ahd the now
eerie living room where the General’s
heroic exploits first saw the light of

ay.

)(/Dlher towns have their own distin-
guishing traits.

Rosario has the cleanest school
building in the province; Tanza has a
neat concentration of hardware stores;
Trece Martires, a newly created city
and now capital of the province, is
really a sleepy village: few tricycles,
not a single theatre and on Saturdays
and Sundays, a place devoid of people
except those napping in 20 or so re-
sidential houses.

If you go for the breeze, you can
bask in the high bright sun of Novele-
ta where a row of beach resorts (Jo-
sephine, Lido, Villamar, etc.) prolifer-

/ates. You can savor Cavite's typical
countryside lure in Indang where the
verdant surroundings remind you of
lush Hawaiian forests. Tagaytay City,
Cavite's answer to Benguet's Baguio
City, remains a must in both the local
and foreign tourist's itinerary.

Cavite boasts of cultural and social
activities the whole year round. Cavite

——City, the former capital of the pro-

vince, has its Artists Guild that turns
out a yearly supply of participants in
stage plays and choir concerts. It con-
ducts an annual search for the “Mutya
ng Cavite,” an understaking sponsored
by local civic organizations. Once or
twice a year, a boat race, complete
with fidgety beauty queens, unfolds in

J Lido Beach Resort. Called the “Rega-
ta de los Pescadores” (literally, regatta
of the fishermen), this boat show can
compare with fashionable boat races
abroad.

If most of the nice things about
Cavite had eluded the tourist's eye,
lay the blame on politics and crime
which were the main items news-
papers in the old society normally
bought.

Cavite City (population: 79,146)
has shed its hugely ominous airs, one
finds out the second time one gets to
see the place.

It has acquired Manila’s disciplined
look. The city traffic, though not as
complicated as Manila’s, now follows
a systematic pattern. Pedestrians cross
on well-marked lanes; no one may
cross a street (no matter how narrow
or secluded) without the appropriate
signs. Jeepneys no longer zigzag like
children chasing an errant ball; yellow
dots have divided the streets into two-
way thoroughfares.

Policemen have stopped acting like
part-time bullies; off Burgos street,
one bumps into the once leering face
of a policeman who gave one direc-
tions, with all too apparent distaste,
the first time one visited the place.
One misses his grunts and snarls.

The sidewalks sport a less critical
look. Julian Felipe Boulevard (named
for the composer of the national an-
them) is now devoid of characters
who, in the past, did not look too
kindly on the stares of strangers.

Over at the local PC camp, Provin-
cial Commander Manuel Gil notes the
remarkable decline of criminality in
the province. Once stubborn politi-
cians have learned to show up in con-
ferences — sans their private armies.

Mayor Eduardo de Guzman has just
returned from a speaking engagement
when | catch up with him in his office
at the city hall. He wears a Banion
shirt, looking approachable like many
town executives | know. His office is
devoid of cushion chairs. Instead, we
sit on wooden chairs with rattan trim-
mings. Outside, the shrill cries of
school children are heard. The present
city hall, the mayor tells me, is ac-

tually a school building. They are
holding office in the campus.

Sporting a heavy brown tan only a
man of the sea could have acquired,
the mayor talks about post-martial
law Cavite with relief.

“Martial law has brought about
changes here which were simply im-
possible when we first thought of
them,” Mayor de Guzman begins the
conversation. “Now, Cavite is perhaps
one of the most peaceful provinces in
the country.”

The mayor cites the firearms ban,
which was never successfully im-
plemented before Proclamation 1081.
He had spearheaded a drive against
loose firearms, but its effects were
hardly felt. “We were able to confis-
cate firearms but we knew there were
more on the loose. With Proclamation
1081, the drive against loose firearms
is now a success.”

A year ago, in Pagoda Kitchen Res-
taurant, a man who reportedly owned
a gambling joint in Cavite City, aimed
a .38 caliber gun on De Guzman, then
the city vice-mayor. De»Guzman was,
like most of the local officials of that
time, helpless.

Actually, he was luckier than
some — like his predecessor, then
Mayor Manuel Rojas, who died in an
ambush also last year. Things are dif-
ferent today. Officials and citizens
alike feel much safer in the streets or
in their homes. Mrs. Placida Villa-
nueva Rojas, the mayor’s widow, her-
self seems to have recovered from the
tragedy that befell her family. Al-
though the hearing on her husband’s
slaying is still going on, she is relieved
to find that some of the men believed

“morally” responsible for the crime
had been immobilized with the pro-
clamation of martial law. “I like the
atmosphere in Cavite City,” she says.
No more guns and all that. The local
police are now efficient. | hope it goes
on that way for long.”

The incumbent mayor continues:

“Sanitation also has greatly im-
proved. We used to see residents
throwing their garbage anywhere they
liked. 1t was disgusting. You won't see
them do that anymore. Same with the
local Green Revolution movement. In
my office, | required all my employes

[

Municipal building of Indang: a symbol of local autonomy in Cavite.
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0 Flant even on pots. Here in the city

we cleared the front lawn of
weeds and planted it to vegetables. We
don't have problems with vegetables
now. Our problem is how to find a
market for them.

““Dynamite fishing used to be
another problem before martial law.
The practice has abruptly stopped and
so has gambling.”

The crackdown on “notoriously un-
desirable” officials and employes ini-
tiated by President Marcos has seeped
down to the local government. The
mayor gives this rundown:

“By the end of 1972,11 policemen
and one sergeant had been dismissed.
Six policemen had been forced to
resign. One lieutenant had to leave the
service fortaking a prisoner out of the
city jail without the proper per-
mission. This, in spite of the fact that
he had 25 years of service behind him.
I recently dismissed a market ins-
pector for not issuing a receipt for a
20-centavo market collection. A dis-
trict engineer, who had served for 18
years, | also dismissed for surrepti-
tiously selling used iron bars.”

How were the local citizen assem-
blies carried out?

“At the very start, | really had the
problem of organizing them. For one,
we don’t have barrios here in Cavite
City. What | did was to divide the city
into four districts. | appointed one
leader in each.

“The positive response was over-
whelming. We reached out even those
who could not attend the assemblies
because of the nature of their occupa-
tions. To solve this handicap, we ar-
ranged for a house-to-house voting.
We distributed questionnaires to those
who couldn't attend the assemblies
and let them vote in writing.

“All thost” weeks, from -oxie
ing engagement to another 1 lost my
voice. Some local officials, however,
are still reluctant to cooperate with
the New Order. Right now, | have
headaches on some members of the
city council. Take the appropriation
for the health centers operated by the
city government. Hanggan ngayon,
wala ni isang pera para sa mga centers.
And we have eight centers to take care
of. They are still playing politics.”

Despite the odds, and considering
the gains made thus far, Mayor de
Guzman looks forward to a brighter
future for the city.

In peace and order, the mayor says,
the record speaks for itself. From
August to November of last year, the
police blotter listed only 28 cases.
There was a decrease of about 100
cases compared to the previous re-
cord.

The gradual rise in the city income
is another factor. For the year 1972,
market stall collections, ticket receipts
and checkpoint collections accounted
for an increase of no less than
P20.473. The mayor attributes this to
the strict enforcement of the market
code. On another aspect, the city as-
sessor, in a report submitted last
January 4, noted that in spite of the
withdrawal of the US naval station
from Sangley Point, the city had im-
proved its realty assessment position.
From P43,809,875 in 1971, assessed
valuation increased to P45,865,985 in
1972, with an increase of P2,056,110.
This gave the city an additional in-
come of P20,561.10.

For these positive trends and many
more, the mayor has reason to be
optimistic. PABLO A. TARIMAN
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Homecoming

Every year, thousands of Filipinos
leave the country to seek their fortune
abroad. Some of them, after a few
years, come home quite well off or
disillusioned; but definitely wiser. A
few unlucky ones return in coffins.

Three such Filipinos came back re-
cently to two contrasting receptions.
It was a joyful one for Candido
Badua, 49, and Arturo Balagot, 47,
both former prisoners of war. It was a
silent but equally emotion-soaked
homecoming for the third —Lucia
Navarette, a 24-year-old nurse slain by
a still unidentified man in Houston,
Texas.

Badua and Balagot left for South
Vietnam in 1967 to work as radio
technicians for the Voice of America.
They fell into Vietcong hands a year
later and promptly slipped into obs-
curity, leaving their worried families
guessing about their fates.

Last March 5, the two men came
back after five years of captivity in
the jungles of. South Vietnam. No less
than President Marcos and the First
Lady, Mrs. Imelda R. Marcos, were on
hand to welcome them at Clark Air
Force Base, where they landed to-
gether with the latest batch of Ameri-
can POWs.

“This is an unbelievable moment,”
said Badua, recovering from the initial
pleasant shock of homecoming. “I am
glad I am still alive and able to see my
family again.”

Balagot was not as inclined to talk,
but it was evident he too was more
than happy to be back.

At the V. Luna Memorial Hospital
‘%herv :"i y were taken for a checkup,’
Badua was found suffering from a skin
disease and lung infection. Balagot
looked pale, was slightly feverish and
now and then coughed.

They were captured by the Viet-
cong during the “Tet” offensive in
Hue on January 31 and February 2,
1968, respectively. The first time
other Filipinos learned about them

PRISONERS OF WAR

e>4t “"Home

Reception at Clark, MIA: a moment of joy, a time of grief.

was when the wire services carried re-
ports of their capture. Their names
were not to surface in the news again
until early this year, when the Viet-
nam ceasefire went into effect and
arrangements began for the release of
prisoners of war.

Badua said he and Balagot were
kept in separate prison camps.
They did not see each other again
until sometime in 1970. Badua said
he and the other prisoners in his
group were moved frequently from
one spot to another in the jungles,
but were not forced to work by
their captors. “There are no other
Filipino prisoners there,” he said.

The President thanked the US
military and civilian authorities for
extending to the two Filipinos the
same facilities given to the released
Americans. He said the families of
the two men had requested him to
express their gratitude and their

A period of adjustment

“I haven't done anything.”

This was the baffled—and baf-
fling — remark of Army Sgt. Ken Wall-
ingford when his mother, in an under-
standably exuberant mood, declared
at a welcome ceremony in San Anto-
nio, Texas: “I'm so proud of you! ™

Sgt. Wallingford was one of the
scores of American prisoners of war
who appeared bewildered by the
rousing receptions accorded them,
first, when they arrived at Clark Air
Force Base in Pampanga and later,
when they returned to the United
States.

The reaction such as his, worries a
team of doctors and psychiatrists who
had spent years to help prepare for a
smooth reentry of POWSs to a normal
life “back home.” Their arrival is just
the first step in a long readjustment
period they face after months or years
of prlvatlon at the Hanoi “Hiltbn”
and various! Vietcong prison camps in
South Vietnam. And the readjustment
they will undergo is more than just
physical.
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The transition plans, based on ex-
perience gained from studies of for-
mer prisoners of war, called for a low-
key reception at Clark, seclusion in
the base hospital for physical and
medical checkups, controlled intake
of food, prohibition against interviews
about prison life, assignment of train-
ed valet-confidants to each prisoner,
long-distance calls to their wives or re-
latives and shopping at the base com-
missary for things they had missed
during their confinement.

The reception at Clark last month
was anything but low key. Most of the
preparations were cast overboard in
the ensuing surge of emotion for the
first batch of 116 prisoners. They
were cheered, embraced or otherwise
gaped at as though they had just re-
turned from another planet. All the
while, an army of reporters, photo-
graphers and TV cameramen (the
event was transmitted live to the US
via satellite) strained to catch a stray
word or record a revealing gesture or
movement. The POWs found them-
selves in practically the same situation

sentiment, “which is the sentiment
of the entire Filipino people who
rejoice for the safe return of their
two countrymen.”

Not as lucky to come home safe
and alive was Lucia Navarette, of
barrio Ligas, Bacoor, Cavite, who
went to the United States in 1971
to work at the M.D. Anderson
Medical Center in Houston, Texas,
under the Exchange Visitors
Program.

She was walking home with her
roommate, Divina Estores, also from
the Philippines, after the day’s work,
February 17 when an unidentified
man pointed a gun at Miss Navarette
and dragged her away. Two days la-
ter, some 25 kilometers from where
she was abducted Miss Navarette’s
body was found. She had been raped
and beaten to death.

Even in death, the deceptively fra-
gile Filipina, whom relatives and

in the weeks that followed their re-
turn to the United States. They were
dined, wined, and generally pampered.
Not a few got offers of marriage, life-
time passes for sports events, free
vacation trips, and even cars and TV
sets.

If many of the POWs like Sgt.
Wallingford did not relish their being
projected into the limelight, neither
did the relatives and widows of more
than 40,000 Americans who died in
Vietnam. Many wondered aloud why
the living were given such rousing wel-
come while their dead kin elicited on-
ly expressions of regrets and pension
checks for those left behind.

Already, in some parts of the US,
communities are debating the wisdom
of laying out elaborate receptions for
their homecoming sons. Some towns,
in fact, have abandoned plans for such
type of welcome. “We just want Lt.
Comdr. Spencer to feel at home,” said
Sam Buck, a banker in Earlham. “If
he doesn’t want a lot of ceremony,
then we'll cancel it all.”

Some interpret the emotional out-
pourings for the POWSs not so much as
a show of concern for their well-being
as to have something of a national
celebration to mark the end of a bitter
war that had for years kept the
American nation divided.

friends described as a girl determined
to succeed, left a story of indomitable
courage to her shocked countrymen.,
“It was one hell of a struggle,” said\
the medical officer who conducted
the autopsy. “Her fists were clenched
in death and two of her fingers were
broken. There were slivers of skin un-
der the fingernails, probably gouged
from the face of the killer.” Other
marks showed the nurse used her
wrists and forearms to shield herself
from the~killer's blows.

In contrast with the Clark reception *
for Badua and Balagot, a grieving
crowd of 300 met the grey metal cof-
fin bearing Miss Navarette’s body at
the Manila International Airport last
February 25. From that crowd filter-
ed out stories that threw further light
on Miss Navarette’s character: birth-
day cards, holiday presents, and, oc-
casmnally, a sum of money for her*
folks back home.

For the POWS' own sake, doctors
and groups of former prisoners of war
hope that the series of receptions will
stop. They are only too aware of the
effects that such lavish gestures might
have on the returnees, particularly
those finding difficulty in readjusting
to their old lifestyles.

Doctors warn that greater difficul-
ties lie ahead for the former prisoners.
POWs of past wars have had histories
of recurring illnesses caused by ex-
posure, inadequate food, lack of medi-
cal attention and loss of freedom in
prison camps. A number have become
victims of depression and slow >re-
flexes.

While the prisoners released from
Hanoi appeared in high spirits and
needed only minor readjustments,
many of those released from Vietcong
camps seemed badly in need of med-
ical and psychiatric assistance. When
the former Vietcong captives arrived
in Clark, some of them did not even
bother to salute their flag or acknow-
ledge the cheers of the thousands who
greeted them.

Perhaps, it wasn't out of sheer in-
difference. It was more likely, aS the
doctors predicted, that these POWs
wanted nothing better than to be left
alone until they had regained their
bearings.
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THE ASIAN FORUM

problems
the
Asian

way

When the Philippines first proposed
the creation of an Asian Forum, the
response it elicited from some Asian
and world leaders could hardly be
called enthusiastic. Not a few con-
sidered it foolhardy, if not an im-
possible task, to bring together Asian
nations with conflicting “ideological,
political, and economic interests and
expect them to find solutions to prob-
lems confronting the region.

Unfazed by this initial reaction,
President Marcos last month instruct-
ed Secretary of Foreign Affairs Carlos
P. Romulo to present the proposal
janew at the ministerial conference of

N~/the five-nation Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASEAN) in Kuala
Lumpur. The conference, called to as-
sess the agreement ending the Vietnam
war and its implications for Southeast
Asia, finally became convinced of the
need for a regional forum and gave its
nod to the proposal.

Reporting on the Kuala Lumpur
meeting, Secretary Romulo said the
ASEAN members “recognized the
desirability of convening a conference
of all Southeast Asian nations to serve
as an Asian Forum at an appropriate
time in the future.” He said the
foreign ministers agreed that the
Forum was the best venue for achiev-
ing Asian solutions to Asian problems.

The ASEAN ministers, representing
Singapore, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Indonesia and Thailand, are scheduled
to meet again next month, in Bang-
kok, to finalize the details of the pro-
posed Forum.

The Forum is envisioned to include
not only the five ASEAN members,
but other countries in the region as
well. Already, invitations have been
extended to Burma and South Viet-
nam, both non-ASEAN members. A
big question is whether North Viet-
nam, the Vietcong, the Khmer rebels
and the other protagonists in the In-
dochinese theater will accept similar
invitations. Returning from the Paris
peace conference recently, Indonesian
Foreign Minister Adam Malik was
quoted as saying that the United
States and North Vietnam did not
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Foreign ministers of Asean nations: unity in diversity

favor an ASEAN plan, taken up in
Kuala Lumpur, for a regional commit-
tee to coordinate aid for the rehabili-
tation of Indochina. Mr. Malik de-
clined to speculate, though, on
whether Hanoi would attend the pro-
posed Forum, if invited.

Other leaders are nevertheless op-
timistic that the Forum idea will suc-
ceed, considering the spirit of negotia-
tions brought on by the cessation of
hostilities in Vietnam.

The idea of an Asian Forum was
first broached by President Marcos at
a time when world leaders were des-
perately searching for a solution to
the Vietnam war. In the early sixties,
then Indonesian President Sukarno
also proposed the “musjawarah” (con-
sultation) system of settling local dis-
putes. Such proposals, no doubt,
stemmed from a realization that it was
better to solve conflicts at the con-
ference table than in the battlefield.
And, as the ASEAN meeting in Kuala
Lumpur acknowledged, “the peace
and stability of the area and their
well-being are the primary respon-
sibility of all Southeast Asian coun-
tries.”

Thus, the Kuala Lumpur meeting
proposed that neighboring countries
in the region should participate in
whatever way possible toward the re-
habilitation and reconstruction of
Vietnam and the rest of Indochina. A
sub-committee met in Baguio City last
month to draft the guidelines for such
assistance. While the ASEAN mem-
bers, as Mr. Malik realistically pointed
out, “cannot hope to extend material
help to Indochina because of our defi-
ciencies and insufficient resources,”
the organization as a whole appears
determined to extend at least tech-
nical aid and similar types of assist-
ance to Indochina.

It seems equally determined to set
up the Asian Forum as soon as prac-

‘such organization would

ticable. The idea is to establish closer
cooperation between countries of the
region in the social, economic, and
cultural fields. Apart from this ob-
jective, the initial Forum may also dis-
cuss the possibility of forming a
security alliance to fill the vacuum
should the US decide to withdraw
completely from the area. Other pos-
sible topics are the proposal to neu-
tralize the area under big-power gua-
rantees and an invitation to North
Vietnam, South Vietnam, Cambodia,
Laos, and Burma to join the ASEAN.

While the ASEAN ministers were
deliberating in Kuala Lumpur, Aus-
tralia was spearheading a move to
change, if not altogether scuttle, the
seven-year-old  Asian-Pacific Council
(ASPAC), composed of Japan, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, South Korea,
South Vietnam, Taiwan, the Philip-
pines, Malaysia, and Thailand. Aus-
tralian Prime Minister Gough Whitlam,
during a recent visit to Indonesia, was
reported to have sounded out Pres-
ident Suharto on a proposed to create
a new non-political, non-military or-
ganization. There is a possibility that
later be
merged with the ASEAN because of a
similarity in their objectives.

Regardless of the final outcome,
these developments strongly illustrate
the fact that .Asians are now keenly
aware of the need to form a more
closely knit organization, both to pre-
serve the peace and achieve economic
stability in the region.

Existing alliances, which, rightly or
wrongly, have been closely identified
with the Western powers, have proved
largely unsuccessful in attaining these
goals.

It is n<? widely acknowledged, for
instance, that the 18-year-old South-
east Asia Treaty Organization (SEA-
TO), made up of the Philippines, Thai-
land, Australia, New Zealand, the

United States, Great Britain, France,
and Pakistan has not lived up to ex-
pectations. Pakistan, in fact, has for=
mally withdrawn from the alliance.
France has reduced its role to that of
an observer. And there are indications
that Australia and New Zealand may
also_quit the organization. The reason
for its continued existence, along with
a plan to transform it into a purely
economic alliance, is expected to
come up for scrutiny when the
SEATO ministers meet this year.

The ASPAC, organized in 1966
mainly for socio-economic purposes,
likewise has proved ineffective be-
cause the nature of its membership
has created suspicion among neutral
or pro-Peking countries that it is
primarily an anti-communist alliance.

That point was underlined when
Malaysia announced its withdrawal
from the council last March 12, just
before the ASPAC meeting scheduled
in Bangkok. “There is no point in be-
longing to an organization which has
done nothing,” the Malaysian foreign
ministry was reported to have said. An
Associated Press report said Malaysian
officials also believe that ASPAC “will
slowly disintegrate and disappear.”
For instance, they cited the fact that
three members — Australia, Japan,
and New Zealand — now have
diplomatic relations with China and
would probably be wary about at-
tending the ASPAC meetings together
with Taiwan. Malaysia itself is expect-
ed to establish diplomatic ties with
North Vietnam ““very soon.”

The lessons learned from the ex-
perience of the two alliances could
prove invaluable to the Asian Forum.
And given the prospects of a wider
membership and of being truly Asian
in character, the Forum might yet
succeed whether the other regional or-
ganizations failed.

ALBERTO M. ALFARO
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PHILCAG, PHILCON

The World

End of a decade
of humanitarian work

SAIGON — The 15th and last team
of the Philippine Contingent to Viet-
nam (Philcon V) has bowed out of the
longest war in modem times, ending
nearly a decade of humanitarian
mission in South Vietnam.

The 51-man team of doctors, den-
tists, nurses and medical technicians
under Col. Jose Mercado left for Ma-
nila late February in compliance with
the terms of the Paris ceasefire agree-
ment calling for the withdrawal of all
foreign troops.

Except for the brevity (two
months) of its stint here, the last
Philcon team experienced most every-
thing that its predecessors did. It tried
to alleviate human suffering due to
war and was itself often under fire.

Technically, the war was supposed
to have stopped January 28, but
ceasefire violations take place daily —
not the major, pitched battles of the
past months but small harassing
actions especially in the provinces
where Philcon teams had been posted:
Tay Ninh, Hau Nghia, Dinh Tuong,
and Binh Duong.

When the ceasefire was only hours
old, for instance, the team in Tay

‘?e evacuated to Saigon
because of the intensity of the
fighting. It returned a couple of days
later. The team in Hau Nghia also had
to withdraw to Saigon early February,
so tenuous was the situation there.
The team in Dinh Tuong, which we
visited February 13, experienced
nightly shelling from mortars.

Since August 16, 1964 when the
first Philcon team came to Vietnam,
up to December 1972, records com-
piled at the Philippine Embassy here
show that, together with the medical
and surgical components of the two
Philippine Civic Action Groups (Phil-
cag), the Filipino medical teams had
treated a total of 1,022,950 medical
cases, 185,769 surgical cases, and
348,126 dental cases. They conducted
a total of 52,543 X-ray examinations
and 3,931 laboratory tests.

In terms of human lives saved and
manpower brought back to effective-
ness, Philcon’s contribution was one
of the Allies’ best. Certainly, they did
not win the war, but in the dark days
of 1964 when the enemy was very
strong and moral in the country was
not so high, the efforts of the teams’
psywar-cjvic action officers con-
tributed a lot to South Vietnam’s ef-
forts to unite its people.

A total of 272 officers, 239 enlisted
men and six civilian volunteers served
in Vietnam under Philcon’s flag. While
they served, they learned, and they all
returned home wiser about this kind
of war and about international
cooperation and brotherhood.

The Philippines, despite its own
problems and limitations, has'demons-
trated once more its dedication to,the
demaocratic Oideal, its loyalty to its
allies and its love for the people of a
neighboring Asian counti

As early as 1952, years before the
American military escalation and long
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before the other allies decided to as-
sist in Vietnam, the Philippines was al-
ready preparing to send assistance to
Vietnam.

But the plan did not immediately
materialize.

After the coup that toppled Pres-
ident Ngo Dinh Diem, General Duong
Van Minh, then chairman of the Mil-
itary Revolutionary Council and chief
of state, and General Tran Van Don,
then minister of defense and chairman
of the joint chiefB of staff, indicated
the desire of the government of Viet-
nam to send a military mission to the
Philippines to explain the situation
here and ask for Philippine aid.

Eventually, a mission was formed

psywar-civic action and medical serv-
ice beautifully complemented each
other in the campaign to win the
countryside.

Philcon I arrived just in time for the
implementation of the **Hop Tac” (oil
spot) and “Pica” pacification opera-
tions which started September 1.

The psywar-civic action officers
were assigned singly in the related
units. Each adviser was on his own,
and in view of the shortage of Iogistics
at that time, each officer had to im-
provise, beg or borrow or modify his
plans.

The surgical teams were assigned to
operate the surgical suite in the Tay
Ninh provincial hospital where there
were many civilian casualties.

The civilian volunteer medical team
was assigned to Kontum provincial
hospital to reinforce the efforts to win
over the Montagnards. Kontum, since
the days of the French, was very im-
portant. It was the key to the strategic
Highway 19 of which the Communists
had always dreamed of taking over to
divide South Vietnam into two at the
14th parallel.

The psywar-civic action teams were

Filipino doctor and Vietnamese patient: a gesture of humanitarianism.

to make a formal request. General
Tran Thien Khiem, now Prime Minis-
ter, and at the time minister of na-
tional defense and commander in
chief of the South Vietnamese armed
forces, left for Manila on June 24,
1964 with then Lt. Col. Tran Van
Minh, now lieutenant general com-
manding the Vietnam Air Force.

The Khiem mission was warmly re-
ceived in Manila, including by then
Senate President and now President
Marcos, who immediately promised
cooperation.

Philippine response to the request
was quick. On July 7, or nine days
after the departure of the Khiem mis-
sion, President Macapagal convened
the National Security Council for ad-
vice. The Council favorably endorsed
the request for medical teams and
psywar-civic action teams, but had to
skip the request for aircraft main-
tenance teams because these were in
short supply.

The President then requested Con-
gress for authority and funds and this
the Congress gave by unanimous vote.
Republic Act 4162 appropriated Pl
milhon to cover assistance work for
one year.

The AFP quickly implemented the
Act, and Philcon I, as the first group
was known, left for Saigon on August
16, 1964. It was composed of 16
psywar-civic action advisers, two sur-
gical teams of six men each, one civil-
ian volunteer medical team of four
and two civilian civic action officers.

The contingent, although small, was
made up of specialists. Events later
were to prove that the combination of

plunged immediately :nto vigorous
activity. They provided technical
advice, participated in planning,
training and field operations and pro-
moted liaison between the Vietnamese
mT'tary and civilian authorities and
between US and foreign-aid agencies
on one hand and field units on the
other.

They assisted in the establishment
of refugee resettlement areas and ini-
tatied hamlet and village community
development projects.

The surgical teams in Tay Ninh
were just as busy. From August 1964
to May 31, 1965 or about nine
months, they performed 220 major
and 322 minor surgical operations be-
sides handling 6,750 surgical consulta-
tions and treatments or a total of
7,302 cases. Capt. Jose Ramirez, the
team leader was one of the Philip-
pines' best surgeons, and he per-
formed surgical miracles that attracted
patients from far-away areas.

The medical team in Kontum han-
dled 27,000 medical cases in the same
period, besides operating a clinic for
the police, teaching nurses, giving
English lessons and assisting a US
medical mission. This team had the
distinction of converting the provin-
cial hospital into one of the cleanest,
if not the cleanest, in the country.

In a short period, the psywar-civic
action teams and the surgical and
medical teams earned commendations
and decorations for their conscien-
tious and courageous work in the face
of great danger to their lives.

On April 17, 1965, Philcon Il com-
posed of 34 men arrived to reinforce

the first teams.

Philcon 11 faced even greater work
as the war was on the upswing and
civilian casualties were mounting.
Psywar-civic action officers were also
giving particular attention to Hau
Nghia province.

Philcon 111 arrived on August 23,
1965 to replace Philcon I. It was com-
posed of 15 psywar-civic action of-
ficers, one surgical team of six men
and two rural health teams —a new
type of medical unit designed to pro-
vide mobile medical service and
limited surgical services in the field.
Each rural health team had six mem-
bers—two doctors, two nurses, and
two technicians.

The Philcon supervisor had con-
ceived of this type of team after the
experience in Operations Brotherhood
ten years earlier had shown that a
mobile clinic moving from one hamlet
to another instead of waiting in a
fixed clinic could go a long way in
showing the government’s concern for
its people.

In a province where there are no
provincial hospital, like in Hau Nghia,
and in areas where there were many
refugee centers the rural health team
was the answer. Combined with the
efforts of the psywar-civic action -
teams, their work was so effective that
the Vietcong singled them out for
“special treatment.” Several times, the
team was the object of VC attacks.

Philcon 1V, consisting of seven doc-
tors, six nurses and seven enlisted
men, arrived on April 25, 1966 to re-
lieve Philcon I1.

The war was still escalating. US
President Johnson appealed for the
expanded” involvement of the Allies
and the Philippines was soon plunged
into one of the most controversial is-
sues of that time: to send or not to
send additional aid to Vietnam.

Proposed was the sending of one
engineer construction battalion to be
used in a civic action program in the
province of Tay Ninh, accompanied
by a battalion for security. In May
1966 the Philippine Congress ap-
proved the proposal, and Philcag, as
the new contingent was known, start-
ed to arrive in Vietnam. Philcon IV
was absorbed by Philcag on October
1, 1966 and so were the succeeding
seven contingents of Philcon until
Philcag was withdrawn in 1969.

Under Philcag, the activities of the
medical and surgical teams were
subordinated to that of the civic ac-
tion battalion. All civic action was
concentrated by Philcag in one area.
The surgical teams continued to man
the provincial surgical suites and one
rural health team was retained to serve
Hau Nghia province.

During the enemy Tet offensive in
1968, the medical-surgical teams had
their hands full. The ladies' quarters
of the team in My Tho was complete-
ly wrecked by enemy shells. For-
tunately no one was hurt.

When Philcag finally left for the
Philippines in December 1969, Pres-
ident Marcos retained the medical
teams, thus reviving Philcon as an in-
dependent unit.

Since then, five teams have come,
and the last has just left Vietnam.

If the Philippines is to continue this
effort which manifestly had served as
a medium for Philippine-Vietnamese
cooperation, any new mission that
comes will have to be civilian in
nature to conform to the new spirit
brought about by the Paris ceasefire
agreement. DAVID V. BAQUIRIN
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“We are deeply committed to free-
dom, to which we have pledged not
only our fortunes and our lives, but
the most precious of all things, our
honor.”

With these words, President Marcos
allayed the misgivings of skeptics here
and abroad regarding recent develop-
ments in the Philippines.

Providing the occasion for the Pres-
ident's reaffirmation of his commit-
ment to freedom was the recent visit
here of US Vice President Spiro T. Ag-
new, the first high-ranking foreign dig-
nitary to come to the Philippines since
the proclamation of martial law. It
was Mr. Agnew’s last stop in an eight-
nation Southeast Asian journey to ex-
plain  America’s post-Vietham war
posture and to assure her allies of her
intent to honor all bilateral commit-
ments.

“No matter how short your stay
may be here,” the President told Mr.
Agnew in a luncheon at Malacanang,
“I' know that you can feel the new
strong fresh wind that blows over the
Philippines, a wind of hope and of re-
solution. That we shall attain the sim-
ple things that have been in the books
but have never been felt by us and
these are equal opportunity, justice,
dignity for every individual, the sim-
gle things known to every American
ut which every Filipino "has aspired
tor. We dream of these and if in the
immediate moment we sacrifice some
of our freedoms . . . please be assured
this shall be temporary and we shall
seek normalcy as fast and as quickly
as we can, as security and the safety
of our Republic will allow.”

It was Mr. Agnew’s second visit to
the Philippines. The first was in 1969
when he attended the second inau-
gural of President Marcos. On his
second trip, he saw for himself the
dramatic changes that had been ef-

AFTER VIETNAM
*J

Most everyone in the world these
days is in a talking mood.
Negotiations, not armed confronta-
tions, have become the new strategy
for peace among big and small na-
tions. On any given day, in various
parts of the world, at least a dozen
separate conferences are being held to
tackle practically the whole gamut of
human concern — from such highly
delicate issues as mutual reduction of
forces in Europe to seemingly trivial
ones like what to do about whales and
seals.

How did it all start? With the pos-
sible exception of Paris peace negotia-
tions, which, although ultimately suc-
cessful, proved a longklrawn-out af-
fair, it was the historic trips of US
President Nixon to Peking and Mos-
cow last year and his meetings with
leaders of the two other superpowers
that seemed to have broken the ice
and brought on a greater earnestness,
if not cordiality, around the world’s
negotiating tables.

Those trips could even be assumed
to have helped, to no little extent, in
bringing the Paris peace talks to a suc-
cessful conclusion. Soon after the
summit talks in Peking and Moscow,
the pieces of the Indochinese jigsaw
puzzle began to fall into place, cul-
minating in the Vietnam peace agree-
ment. Unless something crops up to
unscramble it again, the problem that
has defied solution for over a decade,
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THE AGNEW VISIT

Watching with
interest

fected in Philippine society, as well as
in the rest of Southeast Asia.

‘T see (a) turning toward an inner
self-reliance,” Mr. Agnew said. “I see
the development of resiliency. | see
the effort being made toward realiza-
tion of the aspirations of the people,
recognizing that if people are to be
able to resist the forces of insurrection
and rebellion they must not only be
proud of their country, they must
have a stake in their country. And to
that end, Mr. President, we are watch-
ing with interest the programs that
you have announced here in the Phil-
ippines.”

The US vice president also praised
Philippine efforts in fostering regional
cooperation. He said: “Let us hope
that the attitudes of regional coop-
eration into which you have contrib-
uted so much of your aggressive lead-
ership in the ASEAN nations will con-
tinue and be augmented and burgeon
into the kind of mutually protective
and self-assisting force that will indeed
make Southeast Asia a community of
secure, free nations where the people
have the right of self determination.”

Apart from the statements ex-
changed at the Malacanang reception,
the two leaders held talks behind
closed doors. The President briefed
Mr. Agnew on the situation that led to
martial law and the reforms instituted
during the last six months.

The President also cited several is-

Era of negotiation

divided America and prompted the
decision of an American President not
to run again for public office, and cost
more than a million lives, may yet re-
main permanently solved.

As the world emerges from an era
of brinkmanship, missile-rattling and
often bloody confrontation to the era
of negotiation, the months ahead will
confront the world's diplomats with
even bigger challenges at the negotiat-
ing table.

The challenges are as varied and as
complex as the fast-changing com-
plexion of what had become a multi-
polar world. Many problems are knot-
ty and defy easy solutions, but even
partial answers will go a long way to-
ward easing tensions and achieving the
goal of peaceful coexistence and coop-
eration.

The Paris talks that led to the Viet-
nam ceasefire did not end there. Since
the signing of the complicated peace
agreement last January, the parties in
the Indochina conflict had been hold-
ing further meetings to untangle the
remaining problems affecting Vietnam
and the rest of Indochina. Last
month, a separate peace agreement
was forged among warring factions in
Laos, the second country in the In-
dochinese trilogy. Efforts toward the
same objective are being exerted in
Cambodia.

In Paris, representatives of 12 na-
tions and the United Nations have

sues concerning relations between the
Philippines and the United States.

One such issue is the Laurel-Lang-
ley agreement which is due to expire
next year. The agreement gives Philip-
pine exports preferential tariff rates
and allows American citizens to en-
gage in public utilities as well as ex-
ploit natural resources of the Philip-
pines. Nationalistic elements had de-
scribed this as a lopsided accord in
favor of the United States.

Likewise, the President mentioned
the need for a renegotiation of the
Philippine-US military bases agree-
ment which had been a burning issue
since the mid-50’s.

signed an agreement guaranteeing the
hard-won peace in Vietnam. This was
done in the hope of preventing the
ceasefire from exploding again into
all-out war. In South Vietnam itself,
representatives of the administration
of President Nguyen Van Thieu are
meeting with Vietcong delegates on a
possible political settlement in that
country.

The US, for its part, is holding talks
with Hanoi officials on the matter of
rehabilitation. As part of the ceasefire
agreement, the US will give some $7.5
billion for the reconstruction of both
North and South Vietnam.

Other conferences are being con-
ducted in other world capitals, some
of them by regional alliances, to assess
the situation in Southeast Asia and
draw up plans for the future. Among
the conferences scheduled are those of
the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) in Bangkok, the
Southeast Asia Treaty Organization
(SEATO), and the Asian-Pacific
Council (ASPAC). The last one faces
an uncertain future because of the loss
of interest, if not the planned with-
drawal, of at least three members.

On another plane, Russia and the
United States met again in Geneva to
resume their Strategic Arms Limita-
tion Talks (SALT), a follow-up to last
year's agreement on the limitation' of
nuclear weapons.

The North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO) and the Soviet
Union met recently to discuss the pro-
posed Mutual and Balanced Force Re-
ductions (MBFR) in Central Europe.

Another issue concerns the long-
delayed air treaty between the two
countries. The negotiations, which
started as early as 1965, have not gone
beyond that stage because of US
reluctance to grant reciprocal landing
rights to Philippine air carriers.

But both leaders expressed the
hope that, despite these irritants, the
close relations between the two coun-
tries would continue. “Mr. President,”
Mr. Agnew said, “without any ques-
tion the Philippines and the United
States have a friendship that will en-
dure. Working together let us hope
that we can cooperate in the future of
this part of the world.”

And the groundwork is being laid for
a conference on European coopera-
tion and security, which will run pa-
rallel to the MBFR talks.

In yet another part of the world,
efforts of the United States and
Russia to bring the Israelis and Arabs
together may bear fruit. After Viet-
nam, the need for a settlement of the
Middle East problem occupies high
priority on the world agenda.

Equally important conferences on
other world issues are going on or are
on the drawing boards.

The conference on the future of the
world's seabeds opened this month at
the United Nations headquarters in
New York. The Philippines, together
with other archipelago-states, are
fightihg hard to retain sovereignty
over the seas around and between
their islands.

Other meetings include bilateral or
multilateral negotiations on such sub-
jects as the environment, ocean pollu-
tion, exchange of meteorological
knowledge, rules against air piracy,
war on narcotics, enforcement of co-

y rights, international fishing
grounds, and conservation of wild life.

Finally, there are the on-going or
proposed conferences on economic
and related matters: the current
monetary crisis that resulted in the de-
valuation of the dollar and the float-
ing of certain currencies; economic aid
to developing nations; and the tapping
of sources of energy and other natural
resources to make life more comfort-
able and manageable for a fast-growing
world population.
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It has been six months since the start of a vigor-
ous program of renewal and reform in the Philip-
pines, and the rest of the world, after its initial re-
action of surprise, is now viewing the changes in a
more kindly light. For several months now, a
massive_influx of tourists and investors has been
noted. Their coming here cannot but be suggestive
of a recognition of the political, social and economic
stability that the country has achieved

In the not-too-distant past, foreigners shied
away from the Philippines, discouraged by many ne-
gative factors that no doubt made them conclude
this was not the place to venture in. The situation
was not helped any by the unsavory publicity in the
media and the pronouncements of those who did
nothing but foment despair and deflect the bearings
of a nation struggling valiantly to move forward.

Now, the picture has changed. A timely and de-
cisive action to “save the Republic and reform so-
ciety” on the part of the President has brought
about profound changes that could not be attained
for decades under the old social and political frame-
work. Lawlessness has been effectively curbed, graft
and corruption eliminated, a new sense of order and
discipline now permeates the nation and, above all,
the government has succeeded in giving direction
and meaning to the movement of the Philippines as
a young, developing country.

For their part, the Filipino people have responded
admirably well to the challenge posed by the leader-
ship to recast their outlook and their attitudes and
to take part actively in the overall task of shaping
their country’s future. The result is manifested not
only in the refreshing physical changes in the cities
and the villages, but in the moral transformation
that now sets the quality of public and private life.

The Administration’s determination to effect re-
forms, with the all-out support of the people, has
enabled the country to surge forward and start at-
taining the goals the country has set for itself.

Aware of the wholesome and invigorating at-
mosphere now prevailing in the country, tourists
iu«e been arriving in dfoves, eager to see for them-
selves the changes since the historic proclamation of
September 21, 1972. They do not leave disap-
pointed. They receive the amenities of a people tra-
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Carpet

for tourist
and investor

ditionally known for their warmth and hospitality.
They also manage to see the natural jewels dotting
the hills, lakes, and valleys of the archipelago, things
they had only read about but never had a chance to
see in the past.

Other visitors, of course, have preferred to train
their sights on more than just the tourists spots and
decided to give a closer look to the economy, the
one vital indicator of a nation’s solidity. They have
not been disappointed, either. Encouraged by the
stabilizing measures adopted by the government and
the incentives offered to them, both local and

, | am convinced more than ever that the military
is one of the potent forces for peace and develop-
ment in our society. We have all seen what the army
can do to prepare the ground for solid and rapid
economic growth. The commitment and the de-
votion of the army to the goals of the New Society
stem, | think, from its unquenchable idealism.

But just as we are well on our way towards
achieving our objectives, our efforts are threatened by
the divisive work of rebels in Mindanao. While this
problem in the South need not set back our time-
table for development, it should serve to remind us
that we must remain always vigilant and alert be-
cause the enemies of the state are bent on destroy-
ing everything that we have built or seek to build.
They continuously subvert our way of life, create
disunity among our people and openly defy govern-
ment authority by attacking not only government
forces but also civilians.

I am, however, confident that very soon we will
be able to eliminate the threat in Mindanao and re-
store complete normalcy in the area. | am equally
confident that the army is now prepared to protect
the country against similar threats in the future.

But more than anything else, what makes me
confident that we can win any armed conflict is the
fact that our citizen army now is stronger than it has
ever been before. With the implementation by the
Philippine Army of the Kamagong concept and the
formation of the Kamagong Battalions, we are creat-
ing a strike force that draws its strength from the
will and energy of the people.

The Kamagong concept may well provide us
with the structure for organizing the Citizen Army
that is envisioned in our new constitution. While we
are just starting to test the validity of the concept
with the recent employment of some Kamagong
Battalions in Mindanao, | do not have the slightest
doubts as to the outcome of this test.

The employment of our 20-year-old trainees,
side by side with our regular soldier in actual mil-

foreign entrepreneurs are investing or about to
invest sizeable capital to help propel the wheels of
business and industry.

Apart from social and political stability, the
Philippines offers a combination of vast natural re-
sources, a profitable domestic market, and a trained
and inexpensive labor force — a combination that, in
terms of attraction for the investor, probably cannot
be matched elsewhere in Southeast Asia. Under fair
and equitable terms, the foreign investor is welcome
to explore the business and industrial opportunities
in the country, help in its growth — and can expect
reasonable returns for his effort, time, and money.

The incentives are many and varied. The in-
vestgr, for instance, can pioneer in industrial ven-
tures or engage in the manufacture of goods for ex-
port. He can also go into petroleum exploration, the
prospects of which are stirring up great interest here
and abroad. These and other opportunities, em-
bodied in newly promulgated decrees and related
measures, are comparable to, if not more ad-
vantageous than those offered by other developing
countries.

The promotion of tourism likewise occupies top
billing in government efforts to attract foreigners to
Philippine shores. To develop this once-neglected
phase of industry, the President has approved an
integrated program on tourism and foreign trade,
mapped out by the Department of Trade and Tour-
ism and geared to harmonize with the overall devel-
opment program drawn up by the National
Economic and Development Authority. Simu>/
taneous with the adoption of this program is thth
creation of a single tourism body — the Philippine
Tourism Commission —to solidify the efforts of
both the government and the private sector in carry-
ing out tourism plans.

With these positive steps, the Philippine govern-
ment is confident that the stage has been set for a
more vigorous activity in two significant fields —
tourism and investment.

The response from both tourist and investor
has been highly encouraging. And it is convincingly
shown by the marked increase in their arrivals the
past few weeks and months.

itary operations, is the heart of the Kamagong con-
cept. It offers the reservist the opportunity to apply
the skills he has acquired during his basic military
instruction, in actual field maneuvers, thus giving
him the field and combat experience that would
make him a valuable member of the reserve force.
At the same time, the regular service is benefited,
and this more than compensates for what the gov-
ernment has spent in training him.

In terms of military preparedness, the organiza-:
tion of Kamagong units gives the army greater cap-
ability to meet emergencies. Also, in complementing
the Kamagong concept, we in effect harness the
idealism of the youth in the service of the country
and people, and in the process, we answer the
clamor of the young people to be given a chance to
participate more actively in nation-building.

To achieve more effectively the goals of the Ka-
magong Concept, | am amending by Presidential
Decree Republic Act 4091, otherwise known as The
Trainee Utilization Law:

A. A trainee, upon completion of his basic mil-
itary instruction, may be drafted into selective
emergency service for a specified period of time.

B. The draftee shall be employed in the same
manner as any regular enlisted personnel and shall
be entitled to the same pay and allowances a private
receives.

C. Adraftee who completes the prescribed tour
of service shall be entitled to one-month separation
gratuity and shall be given preferential employment
in the government service commensurate with his
training, experience and educational qualifications.

These changes and the continuing assessment,
and revision — if necessary — of our national defense
policies and objectives, enhance effectiveness and
the responsiveness and readiness of our entire mil-
itary establishment. It shall be our aim to seek every
means to improve continually our defense posture.
It is the only way by which we can guarantee per-
manent peace and freedom for our people.
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The real
exploitation

By BLAS F. OPLE
Secretary of Labor

“Unemployment is the real exploitation.” —
President Ferdinand E. Marcos.

T he exercise of self-determination is in the main
determination of priorities. Thus, where a nation’s
integrity or survival is at stake, those measures re-
quired to defend such integrity must command the
highest priority.

From this point of view, the basic difference
between martial law and the period before it is that
today the government can determine its priorities
and allocate resources to them. Before September
21, 1972, the chaos of private interests and rivalries
built into our political system prevented a setting of
priorities except by lip service. Therefore, every ad-
mZninistration began by avowing the highest priority

s*ior development and employment and soon it found
itself mired in a chronic political and administrative
stalemate. The real priorities were dictated not by
the urgencies of public interest but by private greed
and political exigencies.

Because of this, the Filipinos’ genuine potential
for rapid economic growth was aborted. Beginning
as an independent nation in 1946 with better poten-
tials tjjan some of its neighbors, the Philippines lag-
ged behind Hong Kong, Taiwan. Korea and Singa-
pore. Today the country is determined to make up
for lost time. The priorities are being re-ordered.
And President Marcos has elevated employment to
the highest level of priority, defining it as the central
goal of Philippine economic policy.

Whereas the professions of government in the
oast with regard to employment were never taken

\ Jeriously, today the employment priority is re-

‘“hapingthe economic and social policies of the gov-
ernment. The National Economic and Development
Authority is rewriting the economic plan to reflect
this priority. The labor laws are being reviewed and
codified to make them instruments of development
and employment as well as instruments of pro-
tection for the workers.

The Board of Investments has recast its criteria
for preferred areas of investment by rewarding pro-
jects with high labor intensity. The Department of
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Public Works together with the Department of
Labor is launching soon massive labor-intensive pro-
jects, utilizing “work brigades,” which will also open
up virgin lands for cultivation by the landless.

The Department of Education, again with the
Department of Labor, is transforming vocational
training by upgrading its quality and making it ac-
cessible to the out-of-school youth throughout the
country through a system of regional training cen-
ters, financed by the World Bank. A system of pub-
lic employment exchanges to match men and jobs,
and to serve as a forecasting center for manpower
needs, is also being established by the Department
of Labor.

A National Manpower Plan which will mark out
the manpower needs and priorities of the nation for
the present and for the future, with guideposts for
indicated adjustments in the educational system, is
in preparation by the National Manpower and
Youth Council. At the same time the Department of
Education is steadily pushing through its program of
realigning educational courses with the demands of
the nation’s economic and social development. In
the future, there will be more technical and profes-
sional courses, and fewer of the business, teacher-
training and liberal arts courses which have more
limited employment potentials.

Land reform on the other hand will speedily
promote the fuller utilization of labor on the farms,
and therefore correct a major source of underem-
ployment. The expansion of agricultural extension
work, combined with the determined thrust in irri-
gation, will make possible double-cropping, which is
the real answer to unemployment and underem-
ployment in the farm areas. At the same time, off-
season inactivity can be replaced by lucrative em-
ployment in labor-intensive cottage industries,
which are being promoted by a set of policies
utilizing credit incentives, technical assistance and
tax and minimum wage exemptions.

Realizing the crucial role of entrepreneurship in
sparking economic growth and employment crea-
tion, the National Manpower and Youth Council is
planmng to initiate the training of entrepreneurs on
a massive scale. Thus, unemployed graduates of busi-
ness, engineering, teacher training and liberal arts
courses can be inducted to become self-employed
entrepreneurs, utilizing assistance from government
lending institutions, and transform themselves from
job seekers to job creators. Such a scheme can bring
about an optimum kind of development which com-
bines growth with employment.

That is really the point. More and more, govern-
ments have realized that economic growth by itself
will not provide employment automatically. Where
economic growth is forced by means of reliance on
high technology and highly capital-intensive tech-
niques, this can actually result in the displacement
of labor, And will aggravate rather than relieve unem-
ploymenl The point was very well illustrated jpy
Robert McNamara, president of the World Bank,
when he said recently that economic growth in dev-
eloping countries, during the first Development De-
cade (1960-1970) completely bypassed the bottom
forty percent of the population. He was referring
obviously to those chronically jobless and the under-
employed.

Therefore to combat unemployment effectively,
a society must utilize highly purposive and com-
pletely coprdinated if not integrated measures and
policies to which the highest priority and adequate
resources are to be allocated. This means putting the
employment goal in the very forefront of the econ-
omic plan. This means mobilizing all the available
resources of the government, including all depart-
ments and agencies, in support of the employment
priority.

For the first time, this is now being done under
the leadership of the President and Commander-in-
Chief. The nation as a whole is mobilizing for devel-
opment and employment, for growth with social jus-
tice.

And we know that employment as a goal will be
pursued with the same tenacity and dedication that
has already transformed the country in terms of
peace and order and a new climate of social discip-
line. The right priorities are being set, and that is
how we are ordering our own future as a nation, a
ge?tiny better and nobler than what we have known

efore.

Ours to create

By CARLOS P. ROMULO
Secretary of Foreign Affairs

These critical years we face important foreign
policy problems. They come to the surface with
renewed intensity with the establisnment of the
New Society with its watchwc~ds of national
dignity and self-reliance. A time of new begin-
nings, the New Society instills in us a fresh
political will to achieve the aims of a foreign
policy that shall above all gain for us the respect
of the world community. And this means merely
that we should aim to be the sole judge of our
national interest and to aim further that the
national interest shall be the paramount con-
sideration in our posture in world affairs.

The New Society already has gained a great
deal of respect. A domestic order based on a
new political stability has inspired confidence, es-
pecially in the foreign business and financial cir-
cles, proving perhaps that the best incentive for
foreign capital is not swollen profits but political
stability.

In the best sense of the word, the image of
the Philippines in the outside world has improved
markedly, for we are no longer regarded as a
nation of gun-wielders, or as a nation addicted to
violence.

The reorganization of the administrative struc-
ture of the Government ensures that the endemic
graft and corruption, once regarded as an in-
eradicable legacy of the past and a hang-over of

colonial mentality, can be, and shall be,
eradicated.
Above all, the agricultural and educational

reforms set in motion by the New Society are an
effort to prove that we are at long last ready to
join the world of the twentieth century with its
emphasis on the elimination of the colonial struc-
ture of our society, the recognition of the
dignity of the common man, and the establish-
ment of a democracy based on forms compatible
with our indigenous cultural values.

We enter a fresh era. The past is irrevocable
but the present is ours to create. This is the
meaning of the New Society.
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The “Economy

The peso embattled no more

Floating, shrinking, sinking. These
were among the adjectives used to
describe the embattled Philippine peso
three years ago. The economy was
then in the grip of a crisis, the foreign
exchange deficit amounted to $69
million and the International Mone-
tary Fund categorized it as a third
credit tranche, meaning a bad debtor.

Today, three years after the Central
Bank adopted the floating rate of ex-
change, the crisis has somewhat eased
up, enough to make CB officials dec-
lare that “due to substantial streng-
thening in the country’s external
financial position, the Philippines
must repay certain IMF obligations
in a repurchase obligation with the
Fund, which will upgrade the country
from the third to the second credit
tranche position. This will enhance
the country’s standing with the Fund
as well as other international cre-
ditors.”

However, shortly after the CB sub-
mitted its report to President Marcos,
the United States again devalued the
dollar by 10 percent, causing losses to
the Philippines and other countries
whose currencies are pegged to the US
dollar.

The Central Bank says the Philip-
pines will incur losses through service
of external debts to the tune of $11
million this year, $2.7 million in
1974, $5.4 million in 1975 and neg-
ligible losses thereafter. The difference
is the result of the staggered system
of payment for loans abroad.

But they are optimistic that these
and other losses from the dollar de-
valuation will be offset by some $10
million in foreign currency assets and
gold holdings in the US totalling
$70.76 million. Government officials
are also expecting an increase in
tourism and export volumes to Japan
and European countries.

In its report to the President, CB
Governor Gregorio Licaros predicted
an overall surplus in foreign exchange
transactions this year. He reports that
“January 1973 resulted in overall sur-
plus of $34 million compared with the
$29 million deficit in January 1972.
Exports were up by 29 percent; invi-
sibles, including tourism, by 28

PHILIPPINE EXPORTS

The upward
swing

Philippine exports, which started
registering marked increases in the last
quarter of 1972, are continuing their
upward swing this year.

For the month of February,
exports totalled
$120,791,088.75 — higher by
$12,330,383.70 than the
$108,460,705.05 of the previous
month.

According to Customs
Commissioner Rolando Geotina, the
export value receipts for February
also registered a 22.4 percent increase
over the receipts for the same period
last year.
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percent. Imports and other disburse-
ments, in contrast, were down.

“For the whole year 1973, exports
are expected to surpass 1972 levels by
at least 5 percent barring extra-
ordinary adverse developments locally
and internationally. Imports are ex-
pected to increase by 10 percent

On the overall, despite the price
snuatlon a foreign exchange surplus is
foreseen for 1973.”

In the case of the country’s inter-
national reserves, Mr. Licaros notes
that this stood at $137 million when
the floating rate system was adopted
on Feb. 20, 1970. By Feb. 7,1973, it
had risen to $359 million, registering
an increase of $222 million.

This improvement in the inter-
national reserves was reflected in the
marked increase in CB reserves from
$121 million to $624 million. But the
rise in CB reserves was partly offset by
the reversal in the net foreign ex-
change position of commercial banks
from a positive $16 million to a nega-
tive $265 million as $264 million
worth of foreign currency deposits
was transferred to the CB. The foreign
currency deposit system, started in
Sept. 1970, amounted to $386 million
as of Feb. 7, 1973.

These developments, the CB says,
upped the CB working fund from a

The new Central Bank building:

Only last month, the Department
of Trade and Tourism reported that
the country’s principal exports in
1972 made remarkable increases,
some of them by as much as 177.42
percent.

Exports suffered a setback during
the early part of that year, but this
was offset by the gains made in the
last months of 1972. The gains were
attributed to the favorable conditions
brought about by the sweeping re-
forms that came with Proclamation
1081.

The top 10 export products mainly
accounted for the increase in the
country’s total export receipts for
1972 from P5.7 billion to P6.2 billion.

Of the exports for February this
Year provincial exports topped the
oadings with $103,485,063.48; fol-
lowed by Manila with $12 546,800.75
and by the BOl-certified export with
$4,759,224.70.

Compared to February 1972 export
values, provincial exports for Feb-

measly $1 million in 1970 to $409
million last month. “Moreover, about
$150 million in standby credits from
foreign commercial banks will be
available, which are in addition to the
$10 million SDR’s not yet utilized
due to our ability to operate within
our current foreign exchange earnings
since November of last year.”

When the floating rate was imple-
mented, the interbank peso-dollar rate
stood at P5.628 to $1 from the pre-
floating rate of P3.919. It dipped
slightly in May 1970 after passage by
the defunct Congress of the export
tax, rose to P6.435 per US dollar by
the end of September 1970 and re-
mained on that level until July 1971.
When the foreign exchange trading
center was reactivated in August
1971, in which the CB intervened on
the supply side on a limited scale, the
exchange rate improved slightly to
P6.424 and P6.412 in August” and
September. It fluctuated narrowly
around P6.433 from October to
December 1971, stabilizing at P6.435
until March 1972.

When the Smithsonian Agreement
was forged in December, 1971, after
the first devaluation of the dollar,
greater flexibility was introduced in
the exchange rate. In April 1972, the
interbank rate depreciated from
P6.435 to P6.582, but rose to
P6.7814 by October, 1972. This rate
remained virtually unchanged at
P6.7806 from November, 1972 to
January 1973, but moved down slight-

symbol of monetary stability.

ruary 1973 increased by 21 percent,
Manila exports by .7 percent and BOI-
certified exports by a whooping 530
percent.

Sugar, because of the country’s
quotain the United States, was the No.
1 export in February with an export
value of $24,160,230.37. Following
were logs with $16,865,573.06; mi-
nerals, $13,716,220.66; copra,
$13,364,635; bananas,
$7,029,398.08; coconut oil,
$6,125,209.22; pineapples,
$5,49 1,1 06.30; molasses,
$2,4 39,847.17; native crafts,
$1,509,657.77; and abaca,
$1,107,273.90.

The export picture continues to
brighten in March. The country
shipped last week to the USSR 18,000
long tons of copra valued at $4.5 mil-
lion. This comprised the biggest ex-
port to Soviet Russia since the Philip-
pines started commercial and indus-
trial relations with communist and so-
cialist countries. The first shipment of

ly to P6.7775 by Feb. 7,1973.

The new devaluation of the dollar,
in the view of some private fiscal ex-
perts, may or may not seriously affect
the interbank exchange rates as re-
Fards the peso. If it remains at present

vels, the Philippines will not experi-
ence any losses in the service of loans
from the United States. However,
losses will be felt in the payment of
loans from Japan ($436 million) and
Germany ($145.4 million). Because of
the revaluation of the Japanese yen
and the German mark upwards, the
country will have to shell out more
dollars to repay these loans.

Government trade experts see a
shift in export volume to Japan and
Europe where the price of Philippine
products, often quoted in dollars, will
be cheaper. On the other hand, the
country may have to import more
from the United States, where prices
remain the same than Japan and Euro-
pean countries.

Everybody is agreed that the big-
gest positive effect of the dollar deval-
uation on the Philippines will be in
the field of tourism. American tour-
ists, for instance, are expected to shy
away from Japan and Europe, where
they will be getting less for their dol-
lars. The Japanese and European tour-
ists will also find it less expensive tp
visit the Philippines. The Japanese,,
traveler, for instance, now needs only"
270 instead of 330 yen to buy a
dollar, while the German traveler will
need 2.80 marks for one dollar instead
of 3.10 marks, previously.

In the view of monetary officials,
the effects of the dollar devaluation
on domestically produced goods will
be minimal during the next few
months. A slight increase, though,
may be registered in the prices of
goods processed from imported raw
materials such as flour, steel, textile
and some food items.

The dollar devaluation also has
revived a question that has been asked
more than once in some circles in the
Philippines. While the peso has been
allowed to float, its fate remains
pegged to that of the dollar because
dollars make up most of the country’s
international reserves. The question is
whether the Philippines should con-
tinue to peg its currency to the dollar
or adopt a multiple reserve to include
such other currencies as the yen and
the mark.

copra to the Soviet Union consisted of
only 5000 metric tons valued at
$732,5

Valued at $24,403,397, the Phil-
ippine exports so far to communist
and socialist countries have surpassed
total imports of $20,116,105.26.

Several 'government agencies as-
sisted in the speedy shipment of the
commodities. Among these were the
Department of Trade and Tourism,
which had the final say in the ex-
portation, the Department of Foreign
Affairs, the Central Bank, and the
Bureau of Customs.

A local import-export firm, Gran-
export Corp., handled the exportation
through Tradax Intemacional S.A. Pa-
nama, of Tradax Geneve, SA, 8
Avenue Calas, Geneva, Switzerland.

Aside from copra, other Philippine
exports to communist and socialist
countries consist of Portland cement,
plywood and veneer, crude coconut
oil in bulk, desiccated coconut, copra
and woodenware.
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The Stock
market
boom

“Stock brokers these days,” report-
ed Business Day’s Alfio Locsin recent-
ly, “have plenty of time on their
"hands to discuss the weather ....
what with interest in stocks quite mi-
nimal and very selective.”

The assessment, made in late Jan-
uary, was not entirely inaccurate, A
few weeks later, however, the stock
market slowly eased out of the pit,
sputtered for a while, gradually
gathered speed and finally raced to a
full-blown boom — all in the span of
one month. Nowadays, stock brokers
hardly have time to glance at their
watches, such is the frenetic pace of
trading in the country’s two stock ex-
changes (Manila and Makati).

And interest in stocks is anything
but minimal: big-time investors,
traders, brokers, gamblers, housewives
and just about everybody else are ex-
cited over the day-to-day happenings
at the stock market. The business sec-
don of newspapers; it seems, is fast

~Upending the comics page in populari-
ty. One lethargic class in a downtown
business school suddenly perked up
the moment a student asked his
professor “what the fuss is all about.”

What it is all about centers on that
memorable Monday, the 26th of Feb-
ruary. That day, 2.6 billion shares of
stocks worth slightly over P100 mil-
lion changed hands, almost doubling
the record of P51.2 million set only
on the Friday of the week before. (Un-
til then the record stood at P30 mil-
lion, established in 1969). In the pro-
cess, stock prices skyrocketed by an
average of 30 percent above that of
the previous Friday's close, bringing
he mining index 570.8 points up to

789.84; oils to 5.529, up by 1.246;
and the usually stable commercial-in-
dustrial index to 43.91, gaining 3.9
points. In the day’s honor roll were
such “reliable buys” as Atlas (price in-
crease: 18%), Marcopper (22%), Phi-
lex (23%), Marinduque (29%), Lepan-
to (32%) and Meralco (a C-I issue),
which soared by 36 percent. At the
small board, the more promising spec-
ulative issues like Triton, Oriental, Ji-
nico and American Asiatic were
among the big gainers.

Broke.s and traders before had al-
ways regarded a P100 million turnover
for a day like a pie in the .sky — some-
thing to just dream about, not even
wish for. When the pie, therefore,
came crashing down, they were hard
put to find an explanation. Among
the more frequently mentioned
reasons were the discovery of high-
gas pressure somewhere in the Sulu
Sea indicating the presence of oil, and
the announcement of a plan of two
Hongkong investors to pump into the
market a cool HK$500 million (rough-
ly P700 million) “within the next few
days.” In combination, these two, in
the view of some, may have lured
speculative local money into the mar-
ket. The price spiral of Pioneer, POD-
CO and Triton (the companies which
reported the Sulu Sea find) seems to
bear out that contention.

But market analysts do not share
the view that it was all a speculative
spree. Many believe that it was based
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on sounder foundations, that the
boom was caused by several factors al-
ready obtaining before February. Ac-
cording to a high-ranking official of
the Makati Stock Exchange, the boom
was, in fact, long in the making.

Almost ironically, one factor cited
as reason for the boom had its begin-
nings in a national disaster. With the
economy still floundering in the wake
of the July-August floods last year,
the government loosened its reins on
financial institutions so as to make
credit easier for rehabilitation. Cou-
pled with government spending for
development, this introduced liquidity
into the economy.

Then, with martial law, came a re-
direction of official policy along more
responsive lines, specifically the adop-
tion of a policy of investment attrac-
tion. The tax amnesty, for instance,
enabled hidden wealth to surface
honorably. The door was also thrown
open to foreign investment, through
such measures as the amendment of
the Petroleum Act of 1949, which

THE EXPORT PROCESSING ZONE

now allows “service contracts” for oil
exploration and the lifting of the visa
requirement for foreign traders and in-
vestors for a limited period (subse-
quently modified to give them perma-
nent non-immigrant status). Even
closer to the point was the presiden-
tial decree which reduced the tax on
stock transactions from 2 percent to
1/4 of 1 percent.

Finally, there was peace and order,
a virtual sine qua non as far as the
investment climate is concerned.

All these factors telescope into
what one economist calls “a con-
fluence of conditions conducive to in-
vestment.”

Developments on the foreign front
also helped spur the boom. The dollar
devaluation and a crisis spawned by
miners’ strike in Chile boosted the
prices of copper and gold. Nearer
home, the Hongkong and Singapore
currency markets had become “over-
heated” and a spill-over into the Ma-
nila market was held almost inevit-
able. In fact, it was already beginning

A haven for investors

Bataan, the scene of historic mil-
itary battles three decades ago, is to-
day on the forefront of another bat-
tle, this time against economic stagna-
tion. Facing Mariveles Bay is a
1,600-hectare area designated as the
Bataan Export Processing Zone. Now
starting to rise in this area is a modem
industrial complex expected to stimu-
late foreign commerce, help ease do-
mestic unemployment, and speed up
the country’s economic growth.

The immediate objective is to en-
courage both foreign and local in-
vestors to set up within the zone in-
dustries that will process or manufac-
ture goods destined primarily for the
export market.

The attractions include tax-free and
duty-free importation of capital
equipment, spare parts, and raw ma-
terials; assistance in securing finan-
cing; assistance from the-Central Bank
or its authorized banks in obtaining
foreign exchange; exemption from ex-
port tax; low-cost housing for workers
and employes; assistance in manpower
training and development of skills
needed in the zone enterprises.

Additional incentives are the admis-
sion of fully-owned or controlled
foreign enterprises and permission to
employ foreign nationals, subject to
certain conditions.

Thus far, 102 individual industrial
sites are bemg prepared, work on five
factory buildings is going full blast,
and machinery for the first export-
processing firm is being assembled.
With this machinery, the first export
shipment from the zone is expected to
be made by the end of April.

—- Administering the project is the Ex-
port Processing Zone Authority
(EPZA), a state corporation created
under Presidential Decree No. 66.

The EPZA's forerunner was the
Foreign Trade Zone Authority
(FTZA), established under Republic
Act 5490 and which administered the
project when it opened in 1969. De-
fects in the old law, however, hamper-
ed operations right from the start. As
a result, only an insignificant portion
of the program could be carried

during the first three years of its exist-
ence. A revised charter for the trade
zone was passed by the House but was
frozen in the Senate during the last
session of the defunct Congress.

EPZA Chairman-Administrator
Teodoro Q. Pena says the defects have
been remedied by Decree No. 66,
which gave the zone authority all the
capabilities and flexibilities required
of a corporate structure. In place of
the old annual budget of P250,000.
the EPZA is now capitalized at P200
million with authority to borrow
P300 million locally and $100 million
abroad.

President Marcos has said that the
development of export industries will
occupy top priority in the nation’s
economic program for the next de-
cade and that the export processing
zone will be a major contribution to-
ward the accomplishment of this ob-
jective. The project, therefore, “will
receive the fullest backing and support
of the government,” he added.

In a recent surprise visit to the
zone, the President said the EPZA was
not created to make money for the
government, but to increase produc-
tion, create jobs, earn dollars for the
country, and give the common man a
chance to earn a fairer share of the
country’s wealth.

““Get more factories going as
quickly as you can— whatever it
takes. Put together a better package
of incentives. Use your borrowing au-
thonty But get those factories go-
ing,” the President told the EPZA of-
ficials.

The zone is only the first of a series
of similar projects to be established in
key points all over the country. Local
and foreign firms may locate their ma-
nufacturing operations in the zone,
avail themselves of the many benefits
thereat, and use it as a base for sup-
plying world markets with their prod-
ucts.

Within a few years, the export
processing zone is expected to gen-
erate the direct employment of at
least 40,000 workers. The 40,000 jobs
are certain to have a multiplier effect,

to trickle in.

So, the boom. But, is a bust not in
the offing? Not so, experts believe.
Although the stock market seems to
be coasting along, carried by the mo-
mentum of the February 26 sky-
rocket, it is only the purely specula-
tive money that has bailed out of the
market. The market is still in orbit,
constantly breaking each week the
P50 million monthly average of 1972.
What seems to be keeping it up there
is institutional money laid on the un-
dervalued blue chips, which are still
priced low at a 5 or 6 to 1 price-earn-
ing ratio. With the intensification of
drilling operations being undertaken
by local and foreign combines, oil is-
sues are likely to hold firm too.

In the meantime, nobody is serious-
ly complaining — except the stock
brokers. They are suing for time. “To
pore over piles of paper and put order
into portfolios,” they say. And the
Securities and Exchange Commission
will perhaps oblige by giving them a
Wednesday recess, as it did in 1969.

generating 85,000 indirect jobs in the
form of ancillary services required by
a dynamic and gainfully employed
labor force. With an average family
size of five, the 125,000 direct and
indirect workers can mean a commu-
nity of 600,000 who have to be fed,
clothed, sheltered, entertained, kept
in good health, educated and provided
with all the amenities and convenien-
ces of modem living.

To provide skilled manpower to
zone enterprises, the EPZA entered in-
to an agreement with the National
Manpower and Youth Council for the
establishment of 6# of the country’s
proposed ten regional manpower
training centers in the Mariveles zone.
Training programs have been started
in the zone. With an allocation of
P26.000, the two government agencies
and a shoe-making firm conducted a
ten-week training course, which turn-
ed out some 200 graduates in upper-
shoe-making trades. This was followed
by a course for construction skills,
and 120 trainees enrolled for training
in masonry, carpentry, wiring, plumb-
ing, tinsmithing and painting.

The Authority has a big task ahead
to help carry out the policy of en-
couraging and promoting foreign com-
merce.

But Administrator Pena is optimis-
tic about the possibilities of the Ba-
taan experiment. He cites the follow-
ing favorable factors:

= The Philippines is strategically
located in Asia and the Pacific.

« Martial law has resulted in a
moratorium on politics and the con-
centration of efforts in reforms and
developmental activities.

« An international currency fluc-
tuation has helped improve the Philip-
pines export position.

« A new era of peace in Asia and
the increasing demand for food, cloth-
ing, shelter and ancillary goods in the
region.

= Availability of relatively low-cost
labor that is educated, dexterous and
flexible.

* The generous amount of in-
centives open to investors.

Given these factors, and run by an
agency free from the pressures of an
old political order, the export-process-
ing zone can be expected to attain the
goals assigned to it in the country’s
overall program for development.
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COTTAGE INDUSTRIES

The “Economy

New room at the top

Cottage industries are enjoying a
boom these days. The growth has
been so spectacular that, from virtual-
ly nothing in 1962, exports from
cottage industries have jumped to No.
6 among the country’s major export
products. Annual sales now exceed
P250 million (about $37 million).

This can only mean two things:
more dollars for the country and more
jobs for thousands of Filipinos, long
beset by an endemic unemployment
and underemployment problem.

What brought about this boom?
One factor is the respect that Philip-
pine handicrafts have been gaining
abroad. Another is the fact that Filipi-
nos are discarding their propensity for
foreign-made goods and are turning
more and more to home-made ones,
both out of a growing pride in their
own products and the realization that,
in terms of quality, Philippine-made
items can compare favorably with
their ““stateside” counterparts.

Today, both local and foreign buy-
ers are competing with each other in
purchasing finely crafted furnitures,
carpets, capiz lamps, wall decor,
woodcarvings and other articles bom
out of Filipino ingenuity and art. Itis
estimated that as much volume as that
sent abroad, if not more, is being sold
in local supermarkets, gift shops and
even “sari-sari” stores.

These products are being turned
out by more than 40,000 small and
medium-scale enterprises now register-
ed with the National Cottage Indus-
tries Development Authority (NACI-
DAL the government agency set up in
1962 to develop, stimulate, regulate
and expand what used to be a chancy
economic venture in some cramped
household or tree-shaded yard.

PHILIPPINE LABOR

Bright prospects
in Indochina

SAIGON — Filipino labor, both
skilled and semi-skilled, made its mark
in Indochina in the decade before the
ceasefire. It slackened considerably
with the phasing out of foreign
troops, but with the massive recons-
truction and rehabilitation plan for
the whole region over the next de-
cade, it stands an excellent chance of
repeating what is considered a general-
ly creditable performance.

Numbering about 8,000 in the late
1960s, Filipino laborers today in the
region barely total 2,500 -* about 700
each in South Vietnam and Laos,
about 200 in Cambodia, and 976 in
Thailand.

Thailand is included in this account
for reasons of proximity and the fact
that American organizations displaced
from Indochina by the provisions of
the Paris ceasefire agreement have
moved to that country and have ex-
pressed preference for Filipino labor.

Labor policies in Thailand and
South Vietnam are necessarily restric-
tive especially in the case of the latter
because of its own problem of relocat-
ing a substantial portion of its 1.1-mil-
lion-man armed’forces into peacetime
jobs. Those in Laos and Cambodia are
more lenient; not much is known
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Handicraft products on display: both for local and foreign markets.

“We will continue to expect a con-
sistent rise in these exports,” says
Mario Reyes, the NACIDA's 36-year-
old administrator.

He explains it thus: “Cottage wares,
although they proliferate in_other
countries, compete almost insigni-
ficantly With their own kind because
of their novelty, which is the touch-
stone of our stage in craftsmanship.”

That novelty has been paying off
handsomely for Philippine products.
Between 1962 and 1969, Mr. Reyes
said, there was a staggering average in-
crease of 1,020 percent in the exports

about North Vietnam although uncon-
firmed reports indicate that the
country would tend to simulate her
«outhem neighbor.

However, as reported by Emilio
Cordova Jr., the Philippine labor at-
tache for Indochina and Thailand, the
prospects for Filipino labor in the area
remain bright. He points out to the
Nomura Economic Research Institute
report, which places the reconstruc-
tion needs of both North and South
Vietnam at between 12 and 15 billion
US dollars, over the next ten years.

The bulk of that will not be in cash
but in technical help and materials.

A strong point for Filipino labor in
the coming reconstruction work in In-
dochina is its large, by Asian
standards, pool of trained technicians
familiar with Western-type equipment
and work procedures all available at
comparatively, by Western standards,
lower cost.

While Western aid to Indochina
would necessarily take many forms,
one major preoccupation will be the
rehabilitation of damaged infrastruct-
ure in all aspects of government ser-
vices — health, transportation, educa-
tion, public works, commerce and
trade.

Cordova reports that Cambodia
alone needs over 2,000 technicians
and over 6,000 skilled workers in its
proposed industrialization program —
in the electrification, mining and cons-
truction fields.

South Vietnam will have to rebuild
at least 2,000 bridges, repair gaps in

of six major cottage industries, name-
ly, woodcraft, food preservation, mat-
weaving, shellcraft, bamboo and rat-
tancrafts, and fibercraft. In woodcraft
alone, exports rose by 2,000 percent;
food preservation, also 2,000 percent;
matweaving, 1,000 percent; shellcraft,
500 percent; bamboo and rattancrafts,
350 percent; and fibercraft, 300 per-
cent.

Three years after NACIDA’s crea-
tion, cottage-industry exports brought
in the dollar equivalent of
P29,879,918. In 1966, exports in-
creased by P4 million and in 1969, by

its rail lines, rebuild schools and hos-
pitals and repair almost 2,000 miles of
primary two-lane roads.

To assure Filipino participation in
this massive reconstruction work,
according to Cordova, it is imperative
that representations on a government-
to-govemment level be made with the
countries known to take part in the
projected reconstruction program.

This would indicate labor agree-
ments with the United States, Japan,
West Germany, the United Kingdom,
France, Australia, the Republic of
Korea and the other Asian nations
which have indicated their readiness
to help in Indochina’s reconstruction.

Conferences on the ministerial level
among the nations in regional alliances
would likewise be in order.

Of necessity, top-level representa-
tions_have to be made with the aid
recipient countries not only with re-
gard to the utilization of Filipino
labor but the availability of Philippine
materials and products.

On this score, what can be readily
said is that while Filipino labor is
competitive, Philippine products are
comparatively unknown.

Filipino labor deployment in
Indochina in the past decade undoubt-
edly earned a sizeable chunk of
foreign exchange, but whether or not
this has contributed much to the na-
tional income, is deserving of more
study.

P21 million. By 1970, cottage-indus-
try exports had reached
P182,266,000. Statistics for the first
10 months of 1972 showed a total ex-
port of P200,428.660.

With this rate of increase, cottage-
industry exports can be expected in a
few years' time to come to within
“striking distance” of the country’s
five other leading export products.
These are sugar, P1.38 billion; logs
and lumber, P1.3 billion; copper con-
centrates, P966 million; copra, P679
million; and coconut 0|I P643 mil-
lion.

Apart from the increasing desirabil-
ity of Philippine-made handicrafts
both at home and abroad, the rapid
growth of cottage industries is also
due to the incentives granted to small-
time producers with capitalization of
P15,000 or less. These incentives in-
clude tax exemptions for sales of up
to P200,000; tax exemptions for im-
portation of equipment, accessibility
to government credit and loan facil-
ities, technical assistance through
manpower training, and aid in the pro-
curement of raw materials, marketing
and promotion.

NACIDA has also entered into di-
rect trading with producers to elimin-
ate middlemen and thus reduce mar-

ket costs. Under this system, NACID""j

consigns or directly exports the prod\
ucts of small-time producers with only
aminimum markup of 5 percent.

Other producers have started their
own export trade by simply con-
tacting outlets abroad through the
help of government agencies. Under
this arrangement, they say they find it
much easier to export than to find a
local market for their products.

To ensure that only good-quality
handicrafts are sent abroad, the NA-
CIDA set up an office at the Bureau
of Customs to check outgoing prod-
ucts. Officials are aware that a few
pieces of low-quality goods can wreak
havoc on the industry overnight. NA-
CIDA also established a technological
and development center in Marikina'

the nation’s shoe-making capital, to">"

improve techniques in the manufac-
ture of cottage products.

The expansion of cottage industries
will not only help solve the unemploy-
ment and underemployment problem,
but even help hasten the industrializa-
tion of the country. Mr. Reyes points
out, for instance, that the amazing
growth of Japan’s electronics indus-
try —to an extent where it outpaced
similar industries in other coun-
tries —wa§ due mainly to its reliance
on small and medium-scale cottage in-
dustries to supply the elartronic com-
ponents.

To achieve the same success, how-
ever, Reyes proposes the abandon-
ment of the old concepts in cottage
industries, which in the past resulted
in widely scattered efforts and, ulti-
mately, in substantial contributions to
national development.

With the initial, but already as-
tounding success thus far made, there
is every reason to believe that cottage
industries can be made to play a big-
ger role in the country’s economic
growth.

The hundreds of success stories,
like that of the Tesoros who, after a
modest start, made millions in the ex-
port of handicrafts, provide the best
proof that Filipinos, given' the neces-
sary incentives, can work in partner-
ship with the government to realize
the dream of industrialization and
economic self-sufficiency.
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OIL

A matter
of time

Four oil strikes in Sulu, Mindanao
proper, Cebu and Northern Luzon and
the discovery of the highest gas
pressure ever encountered in local ex-
ploration for crude oil augur well for
the renewed government efforts to
hasten the discovery of the elusive
“black gold’ in the Philippines.

The series of oil strikes is a fitting
climax to the rationalized oil search
program recently implemented by the
government through a Presidential
Decree providing for incentives and
government support for indigenous oil
exploration.

Government experts are now con-
ducting tests at the four sites where
P>l has been discovered. It was pointed
out that the outcome of the tests and
analyses of the samples will provide
data that will guide any future pro-
gram of exploration and development.

Excitement swept through the
stock markets when news of the oil
discoveries was announced. Specula-
tive oil issues registered price increases
of 3 to 4 points over their stock mar-
ket p»ee- both in the Manila and the
Makati Stock Exchanges.

The Philippine oil strikes came on
the heels of a series of oil strikes off
the east coast of Sabah. The oil and
gas deposits discovered by Esso in Sa-
bah adjoin Philippine overseas ter-
ritory and are only 17 kilometers
touth of the Philippine border and
Southwest of the Turtle islands.

Secretary Arturo Tanco, Jr. of the
Department of Agriculture and Na-
tural Resources in a report to the Pres-
ident said that the offshore oil dis-
covery was of special interest to the
Philippines for two reasons:

= Its.proximity to the present ex-

ploration sites at Sulu Sea; and

« Its reported gravity of 42 degrees

American Petroleum Institute
(API) standard, which makes it

Quest for oil under the m.
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Qil exploration and development: a partnership of Filipino and alien consortia.

in this respect characteristically
close to Philippine crudes dis-
covered in Cebu and Luzon.

The specific gravity of oil discover-
ed in Cebu was placed by the Bureau
of Mines at around 40 degrees (API)
while oil found at the Bondoc Penin-
sula, Quezon province, is close to 40
degrees (API)

Esso's Nymphe Nord No. 1 off-
shore well near Sabah, according to re-
ports, is yielding some 500 barrels of
oil and 3.9 million cubic feet of gas
per day at approximately 6,000 ft.
depth.

Sabah Oil Petroleum, one of the
subsidiaries of the Royal Dutch Shell
Group, also announced oil strikes in
two wells in the same area. The first
well, some 35 miles offshore north-
west of Kota Kinabalu, has produced
some 1,800 barrels a day. The second
well is still undergoing production
tests.

Although very little activity in oil
exploration was conducted in the Phil-
ippines during Spanish times, oil was
known to be present in the Philippines
even then. Two wells, 800 and 1,300
feet deep, were drilled by Smith Bell
and Co., in 1896. The two wells, lo-
cated in Cebu, still yield about two
barrels each of oil per day.

In 1938 the government through
President Manuel L. +Quezon in col-
laboration with the private sector
hired the. services of Grant W. Corby
with a group of geologists to survey
the Philippines for oil possibilities.
The war, however, temporarily closed
an era of unsteady oil exploration in
1941.

To attract foreign investments to
come into the Philippines to assist in
the oil exploration efforts the Pe-
troleum Law was passed by Congress
in 1949

With the new law, oil exploration
activity picked up considerably with
the coming of several foreign oil com-
panies. A total of 27 locally registered
oil companies with a large foreign par-
ticipation and with a total of P192
million starting capital operated from
1949 to 1968.

Offshore concessions in the Visayan
shelf, Lingayen, Aparri and southern
Palawan-NE Borneo shelf as well as
onshore concessions were awarded to
American Asiatic Oil Corporation,
Mobil and Visayan Exploration, White
Eagle, Amoseas and others.

The lack of commercial discovery
and the depletion of financial resour-

ces of the local oil companies in the
Philippines due to the approaching ex-
piration of the Laurel-Langley Agree-
ment resulted in the reduction of local
oil exploration in a mere trickle.

World-wide offshore discoveries in
1969 heralded a new phase in oil ex-
ploration with emphasis on offshore
areas. The Philippines started the stak-
ing of several offshore oil concessions
in the Borneo-Palawan continental
shelf.

The first nine concessions were
filed by Philex Mining, Sabena Mining
and Baguio Gold Mining Co., in off-
shore Borneo. Additional concessions
were filed by the same three com-
panies over the Cuyo shelf and the
northeastern Palawan in 1970. Philip-
pine Overseas Drilling and Oil Devel-
opment Corporation also applied for
oil exploration concessions on north-
western Palawan.

Several other applications were ap-
proved for oil exploration in the Cebu
and Mindanao offshore areas.

Since 1949, when oil exploration
started, until the declaration of mar-
tial law, it is estimated that more than
P1 billion in risk capital had been in-
vested in the Philippines.

A new era in oil exploration began
when President Marcos through an
amendatory decree spelled out the
rules and regulations covering the ex-
ploration and production of crude oil
in the Philippines. The decree paved
way for the coming of foreign invest-
ment and foreign technology.

Presidential Decree No. 87, which
amends Presidential Decree No. 8, au-
thorizes the government to dlreclly
undertake petroleum exploration sub-
ject to existing private rights.

According to the decree the govern-
ment may also indirectly undertake
under service contracts. These con-
tracts may cover free areas, national
reserve areas or petroleum reservations
whether onshore or offshore. In every
case, however, the contractor must be
technically competent and financially
capable as determined by the Pe-
troleum Board to undertake the
operations required in the contract.

Just before 1972 ended the first
service contract was signed between
the Philippine government and a con-
sortium of two foreign and two local
oil exploration companies. The Pres-
ident, who witnessed the signing of
the contract, said the event “marks a
milestone in our efforts to explore oil
and develop the natural resources of

the country.

The President also said he was
elated by the signing of the contract,
which had been delayed by the inabil-
ity of Congress to act on a deal design-
ed to speed up oil exploration in the
country, thus, compelling him to issue
Presidential Decree No. 8 after the
proclamation of martial law.

The two foreign companies com-
posing the consortium are Chevron
Overseas Petroleum Inc. and Texaco
International Petroleum. The two
local companies are Astros Mineral
and Qil Corp. And Jabtract Mining
and Industrial Corp.

The consortium will explore for oil
in an offshore concession located in
southern Palawan and the Sulu Sea.

Under the contract the consortium
will bring in $8 million in new invest-
ments and undertake drilling opera-
tions for five years. The contract is
good for seven years, renewable for
another three years. If the oil dis-
covery is considered of commercial
quantity, the contract may be re-
newed for 25 years renewable for
another 15 years.

The government will get 40 percent
of whatever production is realized un-
der the contract.

Chevron Oil Co., in an announce-
ment after the contract signing, said
that it would undertake the seismic
work and would drill at least one well
during 1973.

Eastern European oil exploration
companies have also signified their in-
tention to join the oil exploration pro-
gram being, undertaken by the govern-
ment.

Offers had been received from Rus-
sia, to drill oil in the Philippines with
their own equipment and technical ex-
perts and leave once oil is discovered.

These offers from the Socialist bloc
nations are under serious study by Fi-
lipino economic planners.

Three more independent foreign
firms have also offered to invest in oil
exploration under the service contract
system decreed by President Marcos.

The proposal of the three com-
panies — Broken Hill Pty. Ltd. of Aus-
tralia, Marathon Oil and Union Oil,
both of the United States — is still be-
ing discussed by the Petroleum Board.

With the renewed interest in oil
possibilities in the Philippines, selfisuf-
ficiency in crude oil to serve the
steadily increasing needs of industries
and the citizens may not be far-
off. ALVIN CAPINO
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Self-sufficiency

In fishery products

The Philippines has a total marine
area of about 1.7 million square kilo-
meters and yet, the supply of fish is
insufficient to meet the demand for
domestic consumption. The result is a
continuous importation of fish prod-
ucts. In 1971 alone, the country im-
ported 60 million kilograms of canned
fish costing P143 million.

Confronted by this problem, Pres-
ident Marcos issued Decree No. 43,
providing steps for the accelerated
development of the country’s fishery
industry. Salient points of the decree,
as explained by Assistant Secretary
Rolando S. Estrella of the Department
of Agriculture and Natural Resources,
include bigger capitalization for the
industry through the opening of more
credit facilities, manpower training,
and intensification of research.

All government-lending institutions,
under the presidential decree, are di-
rected to give priority to fishing proj-
ects in the granting of loans. The Cen-
tral Bank has been called upon to fa-
cilitate the granting of concessionary
and preferential rediscount treatment
rates of interest to loans involving the

industry.

On the international level, financing
of fishing projects got a shot in the
arm with the granting of a $50 million
loan to the Development Bank of the
Philippines, which will allocate the
amount to small and medium-scale
ventures in the fishing industry. Also,
an $18.5 million project financed by
the World Bank is being worked out
and expected to be implemented late
this year.

Over a four-year investment period,
the government will provide credit fa-
cilities to finance the construction of
fishing vessels, purchase of fish car-
riers and equipment, the establish-
ment of ice-making facilities and slip-
ways and the improvement of fish
ponds all over the country.

To ensure the training of manpower
for the industry, the Bureau of Fish-
eries was given PS5 million for educa-
tional and training purposes. The cur-
riculum of fishery schools will be re-
vised to require the students to under-
go on-the-job-training at sea or at the
fishponds for one semester.

The Philippine Committee on Agri-

Happy days for the consumer

To the layman, there can be no bet-
ter indicator of good or bad times
than the prices of goods he usually
buys at the comer store or the nearest
market. These days, he has reasons to
be happy. He no longer has to dig
deep into his pocket to get the things
he and his family need.

A substantial drop in price levels
has been noted in Greater Manila,
which in the past suffered acute short-
ages artificially caused by hoarders,
profiteers and other price manipula-
tors.

The reductions have been such that,
in many cases, prices are actually low-
er than the ceilings set by the Price
Control Council, according to a survey
conducted by the Bureau of Com-
merce.

For instance, certain rice varieties
like intan, C-4 and BE-3 are available

for as low as P2.60, lower than the
PCC ceiling of P3. A kilo of sugar sells
at five centavos below the maximum
allowable price. The same is true for
meat and fish. A kilo of first-class beef
can be had at P8.50 as against the ceil-
ing of P9 and fresh bangus at P4.50 as
against P5. A pint of edible oil costs
five centavos less than that allowed by
PCC.

Non-perishable goods like construc-
tion materials are also cheaper these
days. One example is a 70-pound roll
of barbed wire, which-sells at P55.
The PCC ceiling is P62.

The arrest of the rise of prices is
dramatically reflected in the consumer
price index in Manila, which, ac-
cording to Central Bank figures, soar-
ed by 14.6 percent in 1971 and drop-
ped to 10.2 percent by December,
1972.

A metropolitan area grocery store: controlled, low prices.

cultural Research has been formed to
centralize and coordinate research in
the agricultural field, including fishing.
In the past, research in fisheries has
been fragmented and disorganized.

Business prospects in the industry
are also provided for in the decree.
For a period of from 15 to 25 years, a
corporation is allowed to lease 500
hectares of land for fishpond develop-
ment, and 1,000 hectares if it en-
gages in canning, whether for domes-
tic consumption or for export.
Another incentive is the lifting of the
franchise requirement for the es-
tablishment of ice and cold storage
facilities.

According to Director Felix R.
Gonzales of the Bureau of Fisheries,
the administration has embarked on a
four-year expanded fish production
program from 1971 to 1974. The
overall objective of this program is to
so accelerate the pace of fish produc-
tion as to meet the domestic demand
for fish and to develop an export
market for the country’s fishery prod-
ucts.

For this year, the target goal for
fish products is 83,000 metric tons.
Of this amount, 20 percent is expect-
ed to come from freshwater fisheries,
28 percent from brackish-water fisher-
ies, 15 percent from municipal fishing
and the remaining 37 percent from
the catch of commercial fishing ves-
sels.

The Bureau of Fisheries has lined
up several projects to bolster the fish
production program. These are the
Eucheuma (seaweed) culture, the fish-

The sharp decline was particularly
noted during the three months fol-
lowing the proclamation of martial
law. In October, prices dipped by 3
percent (over September); in Novem-
ber, 1.3 percent; and in December, 8
percent.

For the most essential commodi-
ty — food items—the decrease in
price is particularly heartening. The la-
test count in January showed a 10.8
percent decrease since September.

Stabilization of prices was effected
not just in Greater Manila, but in all
other parts of the country, according
to the Department of Trade and Tour-
ism.

Several factors brought about by
martial law finally pulled down the
prices to more reasonable levels.

One was the strict implementation
of the Price Control Law (Republic
Act No. 6361), which makes it a “na-
tional policy to prevent monopoly,
hoarding, injurious speculation, mani-
pulation and profiteering with respect
to the supply, distribution and mar-
keting of prime commodities.” Vio-
lators were dealt with swiftly and ac-
cordingly. Unscrupulous traders were
detained and their establishments or-
dered closed. Hoarded stocks, which
accounted for the strange shortages
before, eventually surfaced and prices
began their descent.

Improved peace and order condi-
tions made for easier distribution of
goods, further cutting down costs.

The Green Revolution project of
the First Lady, Mrs. Imelda R. Mar-
cos, also produced dramatic results in
the cities and the countryside, bring-
ing about savings in the budgets of
millions of housewives. In Greater Ma-
nila, there were instances when truck-
loads of greens from the provinces had
to be returned because of a glut in the
market.

pen culture, the fish-estate concept,
the settling of ““Otoshi-ami” nets in
strategic areas, the incorporation of
fishery cooperatives and the develop-
ment of oyster culture in western Pan-
gasinan.

Eucheuma is commercially im-
portant and is in high demand among
industrial users. From this algae is
taken or extracted “carrageenin,” a
valuable substance used in producing
ice cream, peanut butter, paints, cos-
metics, textiles, and rubber products.

The fish-pen culture is an intensive
method.!of catching fish in lakes and
inland seas. This involves the setting
up of an enclosure made of bamboo
matting or nylon nets. One hectare of
this enclosure can produce as much as
60,000 bangus.

The fish-net concept calls for the
development of modem fishing villages
in strategic places in the country. Ba-
sic infrastructures such as water and
flood control systems, basic trans-
portation system, housing units,
schools and health centers will be set
up in the proposed project areas.
Within these areas will be constructed
economic-sized fishponds. Fishermen
will be encouraged to form coopera-
tives to assure them of financing and
marketmg facilities. a

“Otoshi-ami” nets are large trap- \
nets weighing 20 tons each and are
proposed to replace the “baklad” or
fish corrals. These nets could with-
stand typhoons as they are set in deep-
er waters where big fish like tuna are
available. LUIS P. VENERACION

Another significant factof/~ts the
government move to control the
profits of public-utility companies by
lowering or stabilizing the rates of
electricity, telephone, and transporta-
tion. This substantially reduced pro-
duction costs and, ultimately, the
prices of consumer goods

In a move to strengthen price stabil
ization efforts, the agencies involved1™
in the implementation of the Price
Control Law forged a “memorandum
of understanding” aimed at integrat-
ing their activities. The memorandum
was reached between th? national
Price Control Council, the military
represented by the United Intelligence
Group (UIOG) and the Metrocom,
anld the PCC chapters in Greater Ma-
nila.

The national PCC exercises general
supervision and control in the enforce-
ment of laws and regulations on price
control.

The price body also maintains
stand-by enforcement teams to attend
to complaints from the public and ini-
tiate prosecution of violators.

Operatives from the UIOG are
working closely with the PCC
stand-by teams and Metrocom troop-
ers with the local PCC enforcement
teams.

The PCC chapters are to recom-
mend the deputation of competent of-
ficials and citizens as price control of-
ficers who will compose the enforce-
ment teams in their respective areas.

Each chapter maintains an office to
receive complaints, effect immediate
appropriate action and follow up such
action as the need arises.

Each also submits to the PCC pe-
riodic reports of its activities and ac-
complishments, including’the number
of complaints received, cases filed
with the fiscal’s office and their sta-
tus.
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Dividends
at the
science fairs

Wine out of camias leaves. Garlic to
preserve meat and fish dishes. A mul-
tipurpose bicycle for pumping water,
for sawing wood, and for keeping the
body trim. Plastic, varnish, explosives,
adhesives, and nail polish out of resin
extracted from apitong leaves.

These are but a few of the hundreds
of inventions and discoveries by
young Filipinos spawned by the
science fairs conducted annually
throughout the country under the aus-
pices of the Science Foundation of
the Phl|l%}lnes (SFP). .

heir discoveries are not yet being
commercially produced, but the young
scientists hope that their creations
eventually will save money for the
country by supplanting expensive im-
ported devices with inexpensive native
ones.

Already, some of the more notable

ejects displayed in the science fairs
~ee being patented or have been sent
to the Philippine Inventors Commis-
sion for further studies.

“Since most discoveries and in-
ventions started from curiosity, we in-
tend to make full use of the natural
talents of our youth by motivating
them to worthwhile activities,” Dr.
Juan Salcedo, the 66-year-old pres-

s ident of the Foundation, told The
Republic recently.

Such activities include membership
in science clubs and participation in
science quizzes, seminars on scientific
journalism for young people, youth
science camps, science talent search
contests, and the science fairs, which

e conducted on the provincial, re-

‘~onal. and national levels.

Himself a scientist of note credited
with fortifying milled rice with
vitamin Bl to prevent beri-beri, Dr.
Salcedo underlined the role of science
in the development of the country’s
natural resources and, ultimately, in
hastening national growth.

Since scientists cannot be produced

A unique and revolutionary five-
storey museum for local inventions
and devices illustrating scientific prin-
ciples and technological applications
will soon rise on a one-hectare lot at
the Philippine Science Community
complex in Bicutan, Taguig, Rizal.

Intended to make museum trips
both educational and enjoyable, tlge
Science and Technology Museum does
not promise to be a repository of
usually dull and static exhibits.

“The displays will be in a state of
motion and open to public touch and
operation,” said Dr. Manuel I. Felizar-
do, vice president of the Science
Foundation of the Philippines and
initiator of the project.

The public, especially students, will
be allowed to manipulate the dlsplays
“This is aimed at arousing the creative
imagination of the viewers. The ideals
that, in the process of manipulating
the models there is a possibility that a
creative idea will germinate in the ma-
nipulator's mind. The museum shall
then have served one of its purposes,”
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overnight, the annual science fairs and
the more than 1,000 science clubs
throughout the country were con-
ceived to serve as “nurseries for the
development of the Philippines’ scien-
tific leadership.”

The science fairs were started on a
limited scale in the mid-sixties by the
Bureau of Public Schools. The

Foundation, which was created by the
government to serve as an advisory
body to the National Science Develop-
ment Board, took over the sponsor-
ship of the fairs in 1970 and expanded
the activity to cover the entire nation.

“The present crop of high school
students, through a science-oriented
education, will ensure the supply of

Science for schools: motivating the youth for the future.

Show window

for local inventions

Dr. Felizardo explained.

The P7.5 million museum (exclud-
ing exhibits and laboratory equip-
ment) is expected to promote science
consciousness among the people by fa-
miliarizing them with the various prin-
ciples and processes of science and
technology and their application to
everyday life. It will also serve as a
show window of the country’s pro-
gress in the fields of science and tech-
nology.

With a floor area of 10,000 square
meters, the museum building will
house galleries for the displays and
working models, separate rooms for
lecture, demonstration, reading, and

printing, a film theater, a library, a
feaS|b|Igty studies laboratory, a gadget

shop, a science clubs den, a cafeteria,
and even a radio room and studio.

As originally proposed by Dr. Feli-
zardo and accepted by the board of
trustees of the SFP, the museum will
have two identical towers, one for
scientific displays and the other for
technological displays.

There will be galleries to accom-
modate 1,175 display units represent-
ing 47 sub-branches of science in one
tower and an equal number of display
units for 47 sub-branches of tech-
nology in the other tower.

The science tower will deal with the
pure and basic sciences like biological
and physical sciences. The technology
tower will deal with the applied

adequate scientific and technological
manpower for the country’s needs,”
Dr. Salcedo said.

The science fairs and science clubs
not only provide motivation to the
youth but also draw the attention of
the community and, consequently, its
involvement and support.

Community involvement is re-
flected in the enthusiastic support
given by various sectors in whatever
site a science fair is held and the
thousands of viewers flocking to the
exhibits. A student’s entry becomes
not just his own, but that of his
school, town, or province,

Last year, the SFP sponsored 11
regional fairs—in Baguio, Lucena,
lloilo, Catbalogan, Dipolog, Pasay,
Tarlac, Iriga, Dumaguete, Ozamiz, and
Surigao. Figures for another year
(1971) showed that a total of 299
schools participated in the regional
fairs, fielding 370 investigatory pro-
jects in four categories: biology,
physics, chemistry, and mathematics.
Forty of these projects made it to the
national science fair. This year, the na-
tional fair was held in Cagayan de Oro
City. March 5-9 and showcased 44 of
the year's outstanding discoveries.

One of the discoveries arising from
the investigatory projects is that by a
15-year-old student of Basilan City
High School in Mindanao showing
that Dama trima, a coconut pest,
could be controlled naturally by abet-
ting the breeding of its insect pre-
dators. This could be achieved by
growing flowering cover plants be-
tween coconut trees. Teen-aged scien-
tist Dennis Grino says his finding will
save farmers a lot of money which
they usually spend for chemical
sprays.

Other projects include an investiga-
tion into the hitherto unknown uses
of the banana, production of tiles and
wallboards from refuse, and countless
mechanical devices that can prove ex-
tremely useful in the home, in the fac-
tory, and in the farm.

Achievements like these, says Dr.
Salcedo, serve not only to encourage
other scientifically inclined youths to
cultivate their potentials but also to
open the eyes of the Filipino to the
fact that, in his quest for develop-
ment, he can profit immensely from
his own ingenuity and the wealth of
locally available materials.

sciences and industrial processes.

To better prepare the Foundation
for the management and operation of
the museum, Jaime F. Paras, an archi-
tect and administrative assistant of
SFP President Juan Salcedo, Jr., was
sent to London, Paris and Munich last
month to study and observe modem
museology.

Construction work will start in
August this year, and the museum is
expected to be completed by April,
1975.

It is envisioned to become a center
of SFP-coordinated programs such as
the organization and revitalization of
youth science clubs, training of
science club advisers, holding of
scientific film forums, and training of
high school students in science jour-
nalism and technical writing.

The SFP, in cooperation with
school and college authorities, will
conduct guided tours to give students
a chance to see and operate the scien-
tific and technological exhibits and
models in the museum.
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The “Media

Bridging the gap

There is more than just a grain of
truth in the message of a poster: “Peo-
ple are lonely because they build
walls — not bridges.”

Take the case of the local Chinese.
Ever since one cares to remember,
they have always been in the Philip-
pines. Time, however, has not bat-
tered down the Great Walls they seem
to have brought with them and which
even to this day separates them from
the mainstream of Philippine society.
For centuries, they have kept to an
exclusive enclave, rarely coming out
to mix with Filipinos except to trade.
On the other hand, Filipinos have also
maintained a wall of detachment, dis-
trust and even disdain between the
Chinese and themselves.

But the walls may yet crumble. Un-
der the new Philippine Constitution,
for instance, a Filipina who marries a
Chinese —or, for that matter, any
foreign — national retains her citi-
zenship and by jus sanguinis their
children will henceforth be considered
natural-bom Filipinos. For another,
the ban on exclusive foreign schools
which would affect the Chinese more
than any other foreign community is
so designed as to help in their assimila-
tion.

It is also to tear down the barriers
of isolation that the United Daily
News was conceived. Bom out of the

THE COMMUNITY PRESS

merger of two, now-defunct Chinese
dailies— the Kong Li Po News and
the Great China Press —it has for a
major objective the promotion of
closer Filipino-Chinese relations. “It is
going to lead its Chinese readers to be
law-abiding residents and eventually
to be integrated into the Filipino way
of life,” says Ralph Nubia, the Fili-
pino corporate chairman of the board.

For a start, the United Daily News
published Chinese translations of Pres-
idential decrees, orders and letters of
instruction. Following the pattern set
by other dailies, it stresses the positive
in its news reports— a reflection of
the mood of reconciliation that now
marks the relations between what was
once “Asia’'s angriest press” and the
Administration. In fact, Nubia says,
“It is both our commitment and our
policy to support the New Society.”

Understandably, news items that
are of direct concern to the local
Chinese community are played up
more prominently in the United Daily
News than in other newspapers.
Otherwise, in terms of content, the
news that it carries is no different
from that in other dailies. Similarly,
space is provided for movies, en-
tertainment and human-interest
stories. But in place of the comics
page found in most other dailies, it
digs deep into the rich Chinese cul-

Alive and still kicking

If one may single out a recent sem-
inar of community journalists to
gauge the status of the community
press under the new order, there is no
reason to be pessimistic.

Unlike many of its counterparts in
the metropolitan press, a wide seg-
ment of the community press is still
alive, willing to meet the challenge
posed by Proclamation 1081.

As of this writing, some 45 com-
munity newspapers have received per-
mit to operate from the Mass Media
Council and are now enjoying a level
of readership that has helped sustain
them before martial law. Although
many factors have to be considered to
get a clearer view of what’s going on
in the community press all over the
country, a look into the papers that
have resumed publication reveals that
all is quite well.

“We have not really stopped operat-
ing,” says Diogenes Fallarme, editor
of the weekly Sierra Madre Post in Isa-
bela. “We were almost immediately
given permit to resume publication
and everything is back to normal.”

The Sierra Madre Post, now on its
third year of operation, has a circula-
tion ranging from 1,000 to 1,500. Its
editor says the paper did not encoun-
ter difficulties coping with the new
quidelines. “Although we were taken
by surrprise, we immediately accepted
martial law as something needed.”

Fallarme considers his paper con-
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servative and does not miss the “free-
dom” suspended after martial law. “I
never went with the sort of commit-
ment many papers espoused before
martial law. | know my paper is con-
servative, but at least | am sure it is
respected. Under the new order, | am
concerned about the new responsibil-
ity. | welcome it. In fact, | find it a
big challenge. If the community press
can widen its roles, it can help itself
rise to a very responsible level.”

Gabriel Visaya, editor of the Ca-
gayan Mail, feels that nothing has
changed in the role played by com-
munity journalists —or the respon-
sible ones among them, anyway. Ca-
gayan Mail comes out weekly and
claims a circulation of 2,000. Asked
about-the future of the community
press under the new order, Visaya an-
swered: “I think it has a bright fu-
ture.”

Bright the future may be, but one
still cannot be overly optimistic. Much
of the community press, as everyone
knows, comes to life because the men
(overworked, underfed, understaffed)
believe it should. If some papers have
continued to exist, it is because the
more responsible community journal-
ists have done their bit.

For decades now, one stultifying
factor in the growih of community
newspapers has been the matter of
finances. It isn't enough, it seems, that

tural heritage of myths and ancient ro-
mances for regular features.

As if to underscore its objective,
the paper itself is a product of Fili-
pino-Chinese cooperation: Filipinos
and Chinese write, edit and print it. It
even lays rightful claim to being the
first daily owned and published by a
Filipino corporation that caters to the
local Chinese community and which
contains an English section. Editor-in-
Chief Chua Kee explains: “There are
readers who know both English and
Chinese. There are also those who
only know one or the other language.
United Daily News serves them all.”

This unique arrangement somehow
adds up to a peculiar package: “PM
Views,” for example, is all that one
who cannot read its Chinese text gets
to understand of Primitivo Mijares'
Daily Express column on its front
page. The bilingual reader, though, has
the option of either the Chinese or
English text to fill him in on business,
foreign and other news developments.

an editor is his own reporter, copy-
reader, and proofreader. Quite often,
he also attends to subscription and cir-
culation problems, not to mention the
printing bills the paper cannot pay on
its own income. It is this predicament
that often forces some community
editors to find “other ways.” “Other
ways,” of course, means compromis-
ing themselves with local politicians
and businessmen, and heaven knows
how a paper reads when publicity
hounds and secret financiers come
into the picture.

Commenting on the problems of
the community press before Proclama-
tion 1081, a metropolitan journal pre-
dicted: “Community journalism faces
slow death. High costs, low revenues,
danger to life and limb and getting too
close to politics and politicians are the
factors contributing to the sad fate of
the provincial press.”

A report on the state of the pre-
martial law community press by
Eduardo Sanchez, director of the Phil-
ippine Press Institute, stated:

“It is impossible to compile a com-
plete list of community newspapers
because of the transitory nature of
many of them. But a rough quantifica-
tion would place the situation this
way: there are 35 community newspa-
pers which are financially stable,
regularly published, editorially inde-
pendent and professionally competent
in some cases .

“On top of th s there are anywhere
from 60 to 100 community newspa-
pers which come out every election
year to either help the candidacy of
some people or to take advantage of
the political ads that come with the
campaign. These . .. papers have an
average circulation of about 3,000

Says one of its editors: “For our
Chinese readers who are limping their
way to learning English, we provide
the crutches.” Chua adds that the
English pages are being read too by
Filipino employes of Chinese firms
and househelp in Chinese families.

Page for page, the United Daily
News (at an average of 12 pages an
issue) is perhaps the most expensive
local daily. Yet, even at 35 centavos
(in Greater Manila), some 16,000 cop-
ies find their way into the hands of
Chinese, Filipinos of Chinese descent
and, occasionally, a natural-bom Fili-
pino.

This circulation figure is 16.7 per-
cent of the 96,000 or so Chinese regis-
tered with the then Bureau of Immi-
gration (now the Commission on Im-
migration and Deportation) as of
1971. It is just a drop in the bucket,
though, when one considers the entire
Chinese-speaking community, es-
timated at half a million. This includes
those who have become naturalized
Filipinos or are of Chinese descent,
but who, with some exceptions, still
have to be fully assimilated into the
mainstream of Filipino life.

The homogeneity of this group
serves to underline the difficult task
that the United Daily News has set for
itself. Like one big family the lo<y'
Chinese community is bound by dee”™
ly ingrained customs and traditions. It
may therefore take the proverbial pa-
tience, perseverance and strength of
an ox to move them out of the walls
they had built around themselves. Fit-
tingly enough, in the Chinese calen-
dar, this is the ““Year of the
Ox.”

JORGE V.ARUTA

copies although one of them has a cir-
culation of 17,000.”

Despite their comparatively small
circulation, community newspapers
reach far-flung places. Sanchez’s re-
port continued: “The communif
newspapers supplement the dailies i
reaching the provinces. Although their
circulation is small, the community
newspapers offer better penetration in
areas outside Metropolitan Manila
where about 60 percent of the cir-
culation of the Manila-based dailies
are sold.”

Sanchez cited the fact that in Jolo,
the combined circulation of the Mani-
la-based dailies was only 500 while the
local community newspaper had a cir-
culation of more than 2,000 copies.

Facts and figures vary from one
community to another. In terms of
popularity, some community news-
papers deserve the reputation they
have built through the years.

Baguio Midland Courier, despite the
journalistic lapses community journal-
ism is heir to, manages to live up to an
acceptable standard (fairly good
editorials, wider news coverage and
good proofreading).

Regardless of the matter of tech-
nical proficiency, some community
newspapers, and journalists, have met
far grimmer fates than a rap on the
knuckles for their crusading efforts.

One courageous community jour-
nalist named Ermin Garcia (Dagupan’s
Sunday Punch) paid with his life for
not coming to terms with certain local
powers-that-be.

Such were the moral and physical
risks many community journalists
found themselves in. In some cases,
they turned out to be more deter-
mined crusaders than their metropol-
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itan counterparts.

What is in store for community
journalism under the new order?

The picture has somewhat changed
in the same manner that the metro-
politan press has.

Scanning samples of post-martial
law community papers, one notices, as
one does in the metropolitan press,
the demise of the local society page.
One also notices a format that puts
the accent on what is often referred to
as positive reporting. The quality and
content of some articles indicate that
local writers, given further profession-
al guidance, may yet emerge as first-
rate developmental journalists. In
many cases, though, reporting tends
to be dull on account of the uniform
treatment of news stories. While there
are guidelines for the media to follow,
there must be a way of writing about
the various aspects of community life
in a lively and interesting manner.

Several papers do retain some of
the more commendable qualities they
had before.

The Sunday Punch has maintained
its original crusading image, this time
concentrating on the “enemies of
change.” The Naga Times js still the
better edited among the Bicol papers
and can compare favorably with the

today Punch in layouting.

In Cebu, the local papers — namely
the Cebu Advocate, the Cebu Times,
raid the Republic News— show the
same writing enthusiasm of the small-
town journalists. Davao City’s Min-
danao Times tries to cover as many
provinces in Mindanao but really ends
up announcing plans and projects of a
locality.

In Tarlac, two papers (The Monitor
and the Luzon Star) balance between
the news from Camp Makabulos, the
Constabulary headquarters in that
province, and the local civic clubs.
The columnists have re-appeared and,
with the political pyrotechnics now
non-existent in the place, have turned

writing on less spicy though more

sible domestic subjects (boyhood

mories, why the streets of Tarlac
are named after so-and-so). Armando
Matias, editor of the Monitor, has his
version of Jean Edades’s “How’s Your
English” and adds the qualifier “Infor-
mation Editor eligible” below his
by-line. One finds Mr. Matias’s tech-
nical motives commendable, but as
one browses over the other paper, the
Luzon Star, one realizes, remember-
ing Mr. Matias’s samples of murdered
grammar, that Jean Edades’s Tarlac
counterpart is putting one over the
other paper in a petty sort of way.

A fairly common, noticeable
feature of both pre- and post-martial
law papers is that they have all but
sacrificed wider coverage for the sake
of the revenue-rising court notices.
Anywhere from 70 to 90 percent of
the pages of today’s community news-
papers are occupied by such notices.

It is fairly obvious that the com-
munity press still suffers from a num-
ber of old, recurrent ills. To be sure,
some of the hazards that community
journalists faced have disppeared since
the institution of reforms now reach-
ing into every facet of Philippine so-
ciety. They no longer have to con-
tend, for instance, with the old per-
nicious political allgnments and the
criminal and other malevolent forces
that often placed a sword of Damocles
over their heads. Today, they face new
challenges, new responsibilities.

PABLO A. TARIMAN
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Education

Quiet
on the
campus

People had begun to sing the dirge
for student activism when reports
about its resurgence hit the headlines
once again. “Universities watched ”
bannered one morning daily. * Crack-
down on activism in campuses,” said a
one-column, below-the-fold story in
another.

A concerned Education and Culture
Secretary Juan Manuel sent Undersec-

retary Narciso Albarracin to Duma-
guete for a look-see at developments
in Silliman University, where much of
the renewed activism was noted. Mr.
Manuel later ordered the weeding out
of faculty members abetting student
activism and warned that a repetition
of such incidents as were reported in
Silliman would be dealt with more
severely.

For all its attendant publicity, what
happened at Silliman was not the first
discordant note frorn the activist
camp. But it was not typical of the
country’s campuses, either. Since
classes resumed in October, majority
of the student population had settled
down to what they had gone to school
for in the first place — more religious-
ly this time and without the distrac-
tion provided by that unlovely omni-
presence of pre-martial law days: the
placards and the graffiti. “Generally
the campus scene is now serene,” says
one education official.

A tour of school campuses confirms
that assessment. Gone are the red ban-
ners and the posters, the manifestoes
and the microphones, the teach-ins
and the discussion groups. No more
boycotts and demonstrations to up-
turn carefully planned academic calen-
dars. Gone too are some of the more
vocal radicals. Order has returned to

what once was a chaotic campus life; a
calm and subdued atmosphere en-
velopes the nation’s educational insti-
tutions. Most students now tackle
their academics in dead earnest, and
teachers are responding with equal de-
termination via more readings, more
term papers and more quizzes. This
turn of events is being hailed by edu-
cators and parents alike.

The prevailing mood does have
some variations from school to school.
At the University of the East where
activism did not gain a very firm foot-
hold, students take to developments
on the national scene in much the
same manner as the majority of the
Filipino people — that is to say, with
relief coupled with a new-found
feeling of confidence and security.

“They like it this way,” says Jesus
Espiritu, UE’s vice president for stu-
dent affairs. “They can come to their

A university campus scene-,

classes without fear of being mugged
or robbed. There are no more demons-
trations, which (had) often led to the
suspension of classes.” As to why ra-
dicalism never took root in the coun-
try’s biggest (in terms of enrolment)
university, he has this explanation:
“Our students come from middle- and
lower-income families. They are there-
fore in a hurry to get their degrees and
help their parents.” Unlike some
schools which cater to the children of
the rich, he says, most UE students
cannot afford a year's delay in their
studies.

On the other side of the spectrum,
students at the University of the Phil-
ippines seem to suffer a slight mental
discomfort whenever they are con-
fronted with the new restrictions
around campus. Oscar Yabes, editor
of the Philippine Collegian, official
student organ of the UP, perhaps en-
capsulizes this mood when he says:
“Things are not normal yet. You can-
not change the UP psyche overnight.”
Says Dean Armando Malay of the UP
Office of Student Affairs: “Student
activism is not dead. Nelther is it dy-
ing. It is merely quiescent.” Another
educator puts it this way: “In their
heart of hearts, even the radicals will
admit to seeing some of their own
imprints in the President’s program of

peace at last.

reforms: an end to politics, an end to
official corruption and the beginning
of a bright future for our farmers
through land reform.” But, he adds,
they seem to find difficulty ridding
themselves of their doubts.

It would be naive to think that the
voices of doubt and cynicism have
been totally stilled at this stage of the
reform movement in the country. No
less than the President took note of
this when, in late January, he under-
lined the need for more effective
supervision of schools, especially
those where subversive forces had
begun their insidious work again. A
couple of weeks earlier, the President,
assessing the first 100 days of martial
law, warned of a reversion, a sliding
back, into the undesirable and un-
constructive activities of the past.

It cannot be said, therefore, that
the government is unaware of what is
going on in the campuses. It has al-

ways kept a finger on the pulse of the
student sector, ever sensitive to the
faintest stirrings among students. And
it has not been lacking, either, in the
understanding of the Filipino youth’s
psychology.

That so far no school has been
closed since the resumption of classes
in October is perhaps a tribute to — or
a reflection of —that discernment. It
may also reflect the fact that the
doubters are but a small minority of
the country’s vast student population,
who make up a substantial portion of
our young society.

Be that as it may, the majority —
like the majority of the Filipino na-
tion —have welcomed the reforms
instituted the past six months. And
with every announcement of a new
reform measure, the government con-
tinues to gain their confidence, erasing
whatever vestiges of doubt may exist
in their minds. In their heart of hearts,
to repeat what one educator said, they
know that the changes now sweeping,
the cities and the countrysides were
the very ones they had SQUght, had
demonstrated for, during those tur-
bulent days preceding the historic last
quarter of 1972.

It is the mood of this vast number
that prevails in Philippine campuses
today.
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A rather tame description fits Phil-
ippine tin pan alley: the fragile discs
that rasped in RCA victrolas in the
early 1900's have spinned out for the
coming of the long playing albums
with perfectly controlled sounds; the
teeny-boppers that swooned for the
combos have grown to a generation of
slight screaming listeners. Singers have
changed from the suave, svelte
balladeers to the gyrating, long-haired
bearded soul heroes but who are to-
day well-dressed and clean shaven.
Top tunes have switched from ballads
to jazz, to rock, to pop, to blues, to
soul and are still transforming. Some-
thing new is treading into Philippine
tin pan alley —local music is clearly
floating in the air.

There is an expected boom in local
compositions. Album releases of the
young superstars are now mostly Pili-
pino songs. And while only 30 percent
was left for local ditties in the past
with the bigger percentage for foreign
songs, Tagalog songs have increased to
50 percent of the total compositions
recorded. The record industry looks
forward to success.

Success in tin pan alley is measured
by sales. In the Philippines, a record
can sell as many as 50,000 copies.
Some records have been sold more
than that number. But these are spora-
dic and not enough to boost the in-
dustry, which is still caught in a com-
plicated network that has hampered
its growth. It is still battling for recog-
nition. It still suffers from wrong ex-

NEntertainment

THE RECORDING INDUSTRY

The return
of the

native

ers and licensees. Some companies
could hardly resist the temptation to
lower prices because of the lack of
ground rates. And, says one industry
source, “since the Philippines is not
covered by the Universal Copyright
Convention which automatically
copyrights a composition coming
from abroad, there is no restriction on
the part of a local producer to copy
and release his version of records re-
leased by the licensee.”

A major problem faced by all re-
cording companies lies in what is
termed in record circles as “piracy.”
The piracy menace was at its height
two years ago. It got to a point where
three big recording companies were
prompted to voice out their protest in
the form of newspaper advertise-
ments. As explained by Luis Ma. Tri-
nidad, overall coordinating officer of

Carmelita Alburo: a talent for singing.

posures of right music.

One basic problem that poses a bar-
rier to the progress of the recording
industry is the nature of record pro-
ducers in the country. According to
somebody quite familiar with the
workings” of the industry, there are
two types. One is the foreign licensee
releasing foreign labels and at the
same time producing original com-
positions. The other is the producer
releasing original compositions and
versions of records brought out to
market by the foreign licensees. The
arrangement inevitably results in stiff
competition. In fact, four years ago, a
“record war broke out” between deal-
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one recording company — Mareco —
the pirate has a simple modus operan-
di: “He takes a wait-and-see-what's-
selling stance then picks up the pop-
ular hit. He buys an LP from a record
dealer and dubs this on disk (master).
From the master, the pirate proceeds
to have a stamper made, either from
abroad or locally. With the stamper,
he can press as many records as there
is demand for them.” The targets for
piracy are usually the best selling al-
bums, not necessarily the new hits
because the former do not need any
promotion.

Because everything used in the ma-
nufacture of pirated records is fake,

the discs are naturally cheaper. There
were long-playing albums that sold a
P8 wholesale and P10 retail WhICh
pushed into pathetic comers the legi-
timately manufactured ones selling at
P12 and P15 wholesale; P15 and P18
retails.

Pirated records first appeared in the
country in 1960 during the hottest
selling years of Elvis Presley, Harry
Belafonte, Neil Sedaka, The Trio Los
Panchos, Doris Day, Paul Anka and
Tony Bennett. A foreign national, the
record manufacturer held responsible
for the crime, was later convicted and
deported.

A flood of pirated records swept
the country anew in 1962 when discs
manufactured in Taiwan seeped in.
The prices became even more ludi-
crous. They went down to as low as
P5 to P7 for long-playing albums. Al-
though these were confiscated and the
agents arrested, pirated records were
not to completely vanish from record
bars. Up to 1971 when the top tunes
were of Tom Jones, Englebert Hum-
perdinck, the Beegees, several popular
favorites were in the market of the
pirates: Mantovani, Ray Conniff, Ser-
gio Mendez, Andy Williams, The Cas-
cades, the Beatles, the Lettermen and
the soundtrack from the movie, “Love
Story.” Recently, they have dwindled
to almost zero.

An even more serious problem
which the record industry was con-
fronted with until some months ago
was the “payola.” This practice had
something to do with the exposure of
a particular song. A producer would
pay a disc jockey some amount for a
record to be given more spinning time
than the rest. The tune usually catches
the attention of the public. This illegal
practice is responsible for the dubious
popularity of mediocre compositions
and talents. Genuine composers and
good artists who had nobody to plug
for them were thus brushed off; or
else they shied away because of frus-
tration. Several record companies have
been trying their best to counteract
“payola.” Aside from making their
own promotions, they are organizing
more and more tours to provide great-
er exposure for their recording stars.

Although most of the problems dis-
cussed have been resolved with the ad-
vent of Proclamation 1081, the
growth of the record industry still ul-
timately lies on the support of the
public. As it is directing present ef-
forts to the general move towards
evolving a truly Filipino music, art
and culture, the signs clearly point to
an imminent boom. A significant fac-
tor, too, is the increased exposure
given to locally composed songs.

The record companies look forward
to a revival of those days at the turn
of the century when the “piece de re-
sistance” of most singing stars in the
country were Filipino songs.

Recording was introduced in the
Philippines in 1913. The first manu-
facturer of Philippine records was
Ibeck and Co. with offices at Plaza
Sta. Cruz. The pioneer recording stars
were Atang de la Rama, Vicente
Ocampo, Pilar del Castillo, Jovita
Fuentes, Diana Toy, Eny Gonzales,
Socorro Vasquez, Rosa Jose. They
were the most popular artists during
that time. They were singing kundi-
mans and balitaws. The foreign top
tunes were of Eddie Cantor, Enrico
Caruso, Harry Richman, Al Jolson and
Russ Colombo. The discs which came
out in singles, were brittle and broke
easily.

A host of Filipino distributors
known as licensees followed the initia-
tive of Ibeck and Co. They repro-
duced ““from master stamps or mother
plates from the US and paid royalties
to RCA distributor in the Philippines
like Filipinas Record Corporation and
Columbia (now CBS).”

Record manufacturing in those
early days, according to Trinidad was
difficult and time consuming. There
were no tapes yet, and the recordings
were done at the broadcast stations.
These were made directly from master
disks and cut on the spot. It took, as
many as five times before a perfect
one would come out. From the master
disks was produced a master stamper.

Today, record making is very much
simplified. Electronic gadgets have
made the process less complicated and
very much cheaper. The use of tapes
has eased most of the technical prob-
lems. In the Philippines, a new manu-
facturing company is even moving
away from tapes. Cinema Audio, Inc.,
managed by a former movie star, Jose
Mari Gonzales, has its studios replete
with sophisticated control and sound
systems. The records thus produced
can compete with foreign made discs,
according to Jose Mari.

The record industry in the Philip-
pines may be said to have reached a
peak between 1957 and 1965 — tf;~

years of rock and roll and the BeatfA .

Added to the first companies that
started in the earlier period, 1913, like
Mareco, Bataan (now defunct) and Ni-
co, were new ones: Vicor, Dyna,
Alpha, Mico, Filipinas, Zodiac,
D’Swan, Jonal, Wheelers Grandeur.

Jukeboxes arrived with crowns for
jukebox kings. The increased populari-
ty of television in the early 1960's saw
the emergence of the Elvis Presleys of
the Philippines, the Johnny Mathises,
the Perry Comos, the Platters, the
Dave Clarks, the Nat King Coles. La-
ter, the multiplying number of TV
programs helped spawn a new breed
of recording artists — the young super-
stars. Meanwhile, earlier record;- *
stars, became regular guests and ¢y J
tributed to the revival of old ballaUs
and new local compositions: Merci
Molina, Carmen Patena, Sylvia la
Torre, Helen Gamboa, Carmen So-
riano, some of them having their own
programs. Pilita Corrales and a few
others gained foreign acclaim. More
stars were giving concerts and touring
Asia and other parts of the world.

Songs composed and sang by Fili-
pinos are now recorded abroad. The
first was “A Million Thanks to You”
sang by Pilita Corrales, followed by
“Dahil sa lyo.” At the recently con-
cluded 2nd Tokyo Music Festival,
“My Daughter,” a song composed by
George Canseco, was rated one of the
semi-finalists, chosen from several
hundred songs from all over the
world.

All over the country today, there is
a revival of native songs. A pioneer in
this field is Mareco. Other companies
have followed suit. Vicor Music Cor-
poration has launched its Plaka Pili-
pino records and has been reported to
be gaining favorable acceptance by the
public. Alpha Recording System’s best
sellers include Tagalog songs of Nora
Aunor, Ric Manrique and Victor
Wood. A unique album release done
by a blind pianist Ato, is another all-
Filipino new favorite.

By these indications, the recording
industry in the Philippines can really
look forward to brighter
days. ALEGRIA A. ALBANO
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CARLOS V. FRANCISCO

mural painter

A painter who lived in comparative
seclusion in his native town lived to
find himself hailed as a national artist.
After his death at the age of 57 four
years ago —on March 31, 1969, to be
exact —it seemed only a matter of
time for his achievement to receive
well-deserved official recognition.

Carlos V. Francisco, who had no
higher ambition than to portray on
canvas the life of simple folk in the
little town of Angono, Rizal, became
almost in spite of himself his coun-
try’s greatest mural painter.

The City of Manila is the proud
possessor of his grandest work, the
saga of the Philippines from the pers-
pective of the metropolis, which grew
from a barangay by the river Pasig
into a Malayan kingdom before the
Western tide of exploration and con-
quest reached these shores.

It was not for nothing that the
eulogies at the artist’s funeral praised
him as a nationalist as well as a man of
art. For his mtirals were the counter-
part in art of the histories of the
Philippines written through Filipino
eyes by historians like Teodoro A.
Agoncillo.

The first such mural by Francisco
was painted for an exposition held on
the Luneta. In retrospect it can be
seen for what it was — a rehearsal, so

Kaingin: prize-winning work of Carlos V. Francisco.

to speak, for greater works to come.
An indication of the official neglect of
the arts at the time is the fact that this
mural was later cut up to facilitate its
storage and-then left to the mercy of
the elements. Nothing has been heard

of it since and it is presumed to have
perished.

From that lost painting, however,
Francisco’s career as virtually our of-
ficial muralist started. Commissions
for public buildings as well as private

Manila City Hall mural: history depicted in oil by Francisco.
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residences kept the artist busy. Ma-
terial remuneration was still meager
even by standards current at the time.
But Francisco was made, and his fame
rose beyond the highest expectations
of the former magazine illustrator
whose heart was really in easel paint-
ings and occasional murals depicting
barrio life, specifically the barrio life
in his native Angono, as it had not
been depicted before.

The easel paintings of Francisco
tend to be overshadowed by his bigger
works. Yet they show the artist’s ta-
lent, his personality and lyric passion
better than anything else.

It was one of these paintings which
raised him from comparative obscuri-
ty to fame when, in 1948, it was
awarded first prize in the first annual
exhibition of the Art Association of
the Philippines. Demetrio Diego and
Vicente Manansala, who also had first
attracted notice as illustrators, won
the second and third prizes, respective-

ly.

v This prize-winning work, variously
titled ‘Kaingin’ and ‘Pastoral’ among
other names by reviewers, starts the
regular art feature of THE RE-
PUBLIC. It is the same subject that an
Amorsolo or a Castaneda might have
painted. But whereas traditionalists
would have emphasized pictorial real-
ism, Francisco has sacrificed it to
dynamic composition and solidity of
forms.

It was an art learned with much
groping from Cezanne, through im-
perfect color prints and with early
guidance from Victorio C. Edades,
pioneer of contemporary Philippine
painting. Botong— as Francisco is af-
fectionately called —had never seen
and was never to see Cezannes in the
original, but he understood and his in-
telligence and dedication supplied the
rest. With this foundation he went on
to create on his own and to become
one of our most original artists.

E. AGUILAR CRUZ
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Obtuse
triangle

SUNDAY BLOODY SUNDAY
Directed by John Schlesinger
Screenplay by Penelope Gilliatt

Traditionally, if two men and a wo-
man figure in a love triangle, we as-
sume it's the woman being shared.
Not so in Sunday Bloody Sunday, a
film that defiantly shatters such ro-
mantic manner of thinking. In this
case, it is the young man that's the
hypotenuse — or the side common to
the other two.

The story seems simple enough.
Daniel Hirsh (Peter Finch), a prosper-
ous middle-aged Jewish doctor, and
Alex Greville (Glenda Jackson),
divorcee in her thirties, share a com-
mon interest: Bob Elkin (Murray
Head), a young sculptor dabbling in
kinetic art. The young man is happy
enough to be shared. His lovers don't
like the situation, but being mature,
try to make the best of it without
making undue demands. Later, he

Point of
reference

THE NEW CONSTITUTION:
CRISIS & REFORMS
By Antonio R. Tupaz

Published by the
Superius Management & Investment
Corporation

This 375-page book is the first to
be published on the new Constitution
since its approval by the delegates to
the 1971 charter meet in November
1972 and its ratification by the Fili-
pino people, through the citizens as-
semblies, in January 19/3.

What makes the book authoritative
on the events and issues that went in-
to the framing of the charter is the
fact that the author was a member of
the Constitutional Convention, an ac-
tive participant in its dellberatlons
and co-chairman of the 16-man special
ad hoc committee of the steering
council that prepared the official
working draft of the new Constitu-
tion.

The author devotes the first chapter
to a discussion of the “Marcos Doc-
trine Constitutional Authoritarian-
ism,” giving the reader a background
on the rationale for the proclamation
of martial law and the institution of
the new society by President Marcos.
Martial law, Philippine style, the
author empha5|zes is basically the
prosecution of reforms and because of
its adherence to non-violence and the
constitutional process, it is even more
difficult to execute than its stringent
form tried in some other countries.
The new Constitution, the author
says, is the “final legal completion of
the Marcos doctrine and the New So-
ciety.” In effect, it also provides the
“legal framework for the philosophy
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leaves them to go to America. They
are crushed, but we know they will
survive.

Penelope Gilliatt’s script advances
the plot through a series of scenes
designed to reveal the characters not
through actions but through dialogue
which in itself is more expository than
dramatic. Their words ring true be-
cause no emotions are repressed and
nothing is concealed; nerves are bared
at their rawest. Tension is created not
by any explicit conflict among the
characters, but from within them.

Finch, playing Hirsh, once more
displays his talent for precise, co-
herent, and credible acting. There is
nothing in him that is effeminate, af-
fected, or guilty — homosexual stereo-
types that would have bogged down a
less competent actor. He seems simply
to have accepted his homosexuality
the way a man would have accepted a
preference for tennis to golf. This ac-
ceptance is without passions or re-
grets, and is exactly what arouses our
sympathy. He is all too human and
vulnerable. The scenes wherein he
ministers to his patients, comforting
them in their moments of doubt and
depression are the most effective,
giving him the dignity and identity
that make him respectable in our eyes.
It is the most important role in the
the story, and the most interesting.

If Finch has the best scenes, the

rr The NEW
Constitution:

CRISIS & REFORMS

G—
AntonioR.Tupaz

and goals” of the reform movement
now going on in the Philippines.

Woven into the different chapters
are the major problems of Philippine
society to which the framers of the
new charter anchored the reform
measures that went into the provisions
of the Constitution.

Of importance to the researcher is a
whole chapter analyzing the various
committee reports which became the
basis of the contents of the new
charter.

Tne first-hand accounts contained
in the book can prove significant in
the interpretation of the various pro-
visions embodied in the Constitution,
giving the reader a clear perspective of
the controversial and polemical dis-
cussions in the convention hall and in
the committee meetings.

The book can serve as a starting
point for those who may later write
about the trials and tribulations that
attended the birth of the new charter.
As Diosdado Macapagal, president of
the Constitutional Convention, noted
in the foreword: “For researchers
chroniclers, and historians, this work
will be a valuable point of reference
whose utility will be enhanced and
completed by reading the subsequent
iFp-dating volumes by rhe same
author.”

<Arts

picture remains Jackson’s by sheer
force of her performance. For, if
Hirsh does not seem exciting, the
woman, Alex, is. Jackson plays her
with vibrance and vitality, suppressed
passions and anger. Her scenes are al-
ways tense and alive, vivid with ex-
plosive jealousy, frenzy and doubt.
She gives us a disturbing picture of
today’s tormented, confused woman
who struggles to avoid any com-
promise in her life. She doesn't want
to settle for the domestic life her
mother managed with; she doesn't
want to share her lover; she doesn’t
like her job. Unfonunately this lack
of willingness to compromise does not
propel her to do anything about her
life, so wrapped up is she in the idea
of sharing some blissful moment with
her lover.

Murray Head playing the role of
Elkin, the coveted young man, is the
weakest point of the movie. He seems
too shallow and selfish to arouse any
sympathy. The passion of two in-
telligent people for him is irrecon-
cilable with his colorless personality.
He seems uncommitted to either and
escapes to one or the other at the
slightest sign of any emotional con-
flict or hassle. His person seems best
explained by one of his lines: “Don’t
push it. Please don't push it.” This is
said when Alex mentions the doctor.

The ultimate squaring of the trian-

Folkloric

KISLAP °73

Direction & Choreography
By Leonor Orosa-Goquinco

That Leonor Orosa Goquingco
stands unchallenged when it comes to
interpreting Philippine life, legend,
and lore in dance was affirmed once
more after a viewing of Kislap '73, the
12th anniversary presentation of the
Filipinescas Society, Inc. Through
tastefully theatricalized translation of
village and ritual dances, ancient tribal
tales, and festivals, she gave new life
and meaning to cherished historical,
cultural, and literary traditions.

Her choreography of the “Legend
of Creation” was exquisite in its vir-
tuosity of movements: the quarreling
sea and sky, the bird, the islands, the
first man and woman all coalesced in-
to a symphony of undulations with
the most sensuous grace.

With clever innovations and splnted
|mpmV|sat|0ns “Tribal Story” and
“Morolandia” were saved from being
banal renditions of the familiar
Mountain Province and Muslim folk
dances. In “Tribal Story,” the male
dancers displayed muscular and
rhythmic prowess in fabulous acro-
batics and ceremonial leaps accom-
panied by haunting chants; in “Moro-
landia,” the women glided with ele-
gance of steps and teased the males
with flexible hips and flirtatious eyes,
their hand batting overhead with a
plastic grace that seemed like a hun-
dred butterflies aflutter.

While the “Morolandia” suite cap-
tivated with its usual stateliness and
color, the desired effect, however,
seemed to have been marred by the

gle is left to Peter Finch who, in a
soliloquy of sorts in the end, sum-
marizes the bleak desolation of the
abandoned lovers’ landscapes in the
end, and how eventually, in real life,
“there is no whole thing.”

For those who didn't quite catch
what he was saying, here is the mono-
logue, in which the doctor, wounded
by his loss, turns patient and looks to
us to heal him:

“When you're at school and want
to quit, people say you're going to
hate being out in the world. Well, |
didn't believe them and | was right.
When | was a kid and couldn’t wait to
be grown up and they said childhood
was the best time of my life and it
wasn't. Now | want his company and
people say, what's half a loaf, you're
well shot of him; and I say, | know
that, 1 miss him that's all. They say
he’d never have made me happy and 1
say, | am happy apart from missing
him. You might throw me a pill or
two for my cough, (pause)

“All my life I've been looking for
someone courageous and resourceful,
not like myself, and he’s not it.
(pause)

“But something, we were some-
thing. You've no right to call me to
account, (pause)

““I've only come about my/
cough.” ZENAIDA SEVA ONG

charm

lack of tonal ranges in the gongs that

accompanied it. Also, the Christianiza-

tion scene with its play on votive can-

dles seemed to have relied more on

such visual gimmicks instead of the ,
purer art of dance and movements.

In the second portion, “Cuadros
Filipinos,” excellence suffered some
confusion. The flagellation scene was
memorable enough in its agonizing
writhing, wrestling, and thrashing
about, the movements conveying suf-
fering and penitence, if not the fana-
tic’s zeal. The cockfight, a classic of
over 15 years, had retained its original
charm. However, the Maria Clara Asal-
to scene (another Goquingco classic of
almost 20 years) seemed to have
grown bland and tasteless with age. It
lacked incisiveness and theatrical ten-
sion, sometimes descending to pure
kitsch.

This weakness extended to the har-
vest suite of the last part. Despite
some absolutely beautiful movements,
some dances seemed unresolved and
unfinished, terminated before they
reached their depth of adventurous-
ness. Some steps were repetitive and
tedious, prolonging the dance un-
necessarily. It was not until the num-
ber of the tikling birds (tinikling with
the difference that the dancers are
costumed as yellow birds) that this
portion gained back its originally in-
tended momentum

Aside from such lapses in direction
and dramatic timing that tarnished an
otherwise glittering performance, Kis-
lap '73 was a heady experience in
viewing a people’s myths and legends
embodied in a rich palette of move-
ments and dances. ZSO
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Travel & leisure

Aphrodisiac (?) restaurant

If your bible is the Larousse Gastro-
nomique and your favorite bedtime
reading matter is Briilat-Savarin’s
Physiology of Taste, then Mariposa de
Vida is the restaurant you've been
looking for. For, while curiosity and
concupiscence may be your initial
reason for patronizing it, having heard
of its aphrodisiac offerings, it is its ex-
cellent cuisine and varied menu that
eventually can turn you into a regular
diner.

But there is truth, perhaps, to their
claims of serving aphrodisiac food, for

isn't the right diet supposed to be the
key to the feeling of well-being that
improves one’s virility? So, as long as
you don't expect to come snorting
out of the place like a libidinous bull
after one meal, expect some very
pleasant surprises for your palate.

Sunlight streaming through the
stained-glass doors designed to simu-
late the richly colored wings of a but-
terfly makes the cream and orange in-
teriors of Mariposa de Vida cozier
than it already is. The shells and cara-

Sea-snakes: an appetizer or aphrodisiac?

INTRAMUROS

The city that was

A three-man Spanish technical mis-
sion, composed of Juan Maria San
Juan Garcia, Jose de la Mata Gorrosti-
zaga, and Carlos Picardo Castello,
visited the Philippines recently to help
draw up plans for the develppment of
Intramuros as a major tourist attrac-
tion. For three centuries, Intramuros,
also sometimes called the Walled City,
served as the hub of political and so-
cial life during the Spanish regime in
the Philippines. A joint project of the
Philippine and Spanish governments
under a cultural agreement signed a
few years ago, the development plan
calls for the construction ofa minia-
ture Intramuros within the ruins of
the old city. Spain has pledged a
PI O-million loan for the project. How
did the original Intramuros look like?

In 1574, barely three years after
Miguel Lopez de Legaspi had razed
what was then called Maynilad. King
Philip Il of Spain decreed it the cap-
ital city of th§ Philippines. Shortly af-
ter, the friars came. They brought
with them the beatitudes and the
cross and taught the people to look
forward to the heavenly rewards of
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meekness and obedience.

Then, there slowly rose out of the
rubble, port facilities to accommodate
the galleon trade, huge churches, im-
posing monuments, concrete build-
ings, religious schools cobblestone
streets, all designed after those in the
great cities of Spain.

At the same time, massive walls
were built. Constructed around an
area of approximately 120 hectares,
the walls protected the city against
marauders who came from the China
Sea and the distant South.

“Entra los Moros! ” was always the
urgent cry of sentinels guarding the
parapets every time they sighted an
alien ship—and this went on for a
considerable length of time until the
cry became a legend and a name.
Thus, according to some historians,
the original core city became known
as “Intramuros.”

The old city had six gates: Alma-
cenes, Santo Domingo, Parian, Santa
Lucia, Puerta Real and Postigo. The
city within the walls was the seat of
government and where most of the
aristocratic Spaniards lived.

paces of turtles, oysters, swordfish,
and reptiles line the walls. At the end
of the room are four aquariums where
snakes, prawns, crabs, and fish swim,
waiting to be chosen and cooked ac-
cording to the diner’s preference.

The aphrodisiac concept is a brain-
child of Ruby Tiong Tan whose In-
donesian friend interested in exotic
cooking taught her most of the Kkit-
chen lore that went into the planning
of the menu. Running the place with
her is her business partner, Lally Lau-
rel-Trinidad.

The menu is divided into 13 parts.
Under hors d’oeuvres fall quite fa-
miliar fare, what one would usually
meet in any first-class restaurant: as-
sorted canapes, sardines, shrimps, ham
cones, eggs a la Russe, and the like.
Skipping these, you may decide to
have instead their aphrodisiac ap-
petizers, a choice of chicken or duck
balut. Yes, you may have known
about the aphrodisiac qualities of
chicken embryo all along, but where
can you buy them, especially if you
live in a place where no balut vendor
passes?

Under the soup section are again
the classic soups one may have tasted
or seen in French, Spanish, or Chinese
restaurants, but this time all under
one roof and cooked without the

, slightest trace of monosodium gluta-

mate: Bouillabaise, Sopa de Ajos,
French onion soup with cheese, bird’s
nest soup, to mention a few.

The choice of the main course be-
comes difficult, what with a multitude
of tempting dishes. Identified proper-
ly under the classification of Protein
are imported grilled steaks served in
the classic manner and styles, also
fowl, frog’s legs, kidneys, and callos; a
section on Iron lists seven ways of
cooking calf’s liver, a lengua dish, and
chicken liver. For calcium-rich dishes,
there is seafood: shrimps, scallops,
crabs, oysters, abalone, shark’s fins,
fish —mostly steamed to preserve

Inside the walls, the Spaniards tried
hard to make it as much like Spain as
possible. Public offices were solidly
constructed. Cathedrals and churches
of massive proportions were built so
that one could see them ten miles
away. Streets were paved with granite
(piedra de China) brought by the
Chinese traders and lighted with gas
lamps ordered from Rome. Houses
were built one story above the ground
and were constructed with stone of
great thickness. They were vaulted
with ornate iron clasps.

The governor’s house was so huge
that a village could fit into its site.
The square in front was lined with
shade trees and furnished with lamps
of Romanesque origins.

No one dared walk the cobblestone
streets, for here, everyone had one or
two horse-drawn carriages for pro-
menading around. The governor’s car-
riage was drawn by six horses and was
preceded by several liveried men on
horseback.

The homes inside the city were well
furnished with mirrors, handsome
paintings, globe lamps, crystal chande-
liers, writing desks and such other
household effects that could shame a
noble Basque at that time.

There were few big social affairs,
but evening parties were not rare.
Among the younger set, there was
singing and carousing around the
piano, but the elders usually kept
themselves away as a matter of dis-

their taste and nutritional values. The
sauce that goes with each dish is well
worth the meal. Braised mongo bean
sprouts, steamed peas, green salads,
and other separate vegetable dishes are
listed under Vitamins and Minerals.

For the specialties of the house,the
reason you will want to go there in-
stead of any other place, there is a
separate listing for food that is sup-
posed to aid virility and fertility:
Valentino Beef, Pochon de Casanova
Mono (monkey), King of Siam hare,
Secreto de Rubirosa Cochon, Cleo-
patra Vuey, Kama Sutra Cochon, Don
Juan Chevre, Jezebel Vuey, Desiree
Pochon, and Pochon de Amor. And
for food that will make you feel
anything is possible because they're
supposed to give you strength,
stamina, not to mention improving
your blood circulation, choose any of
these: Atlas Chicken Viva, Hercules
Pigeon, King Solomon Quails, Samson
Duck, Khan Warriors Black Chinese
Chicken stuffed with bird’s nest,
speed of Mercury Chicken (chicken
claws), King Arthur Fish Lips with
chicken claws, Bonaparte Tendon, and
Geronimo Ox Tail with Tendon.

Billed as their star aphrodisiac
feature is the Round Robin, a concen-
trate of the juice of one kilo of beef
skillfully extracted into a bowl.

For the staunch believer in cooking
by steaming, there are almost two
dozen choices: chicken, shrimps, ox
tail, liver, gizzards, shark’s fins, tripe,
crabs, duck, and vegetables. All are
served with siopao dough or steamed
unpolished rice.

Game and seafood conre from all
over the Philippines to assure the
prime choice for each meal served in
the restaurant. For those who want to
come on the day when what they want
is available, the schedule: Monday —
rabbit; Tuesday — monkey; Wednes-
day — frog’s legs; Thursday — wild
bird; Friday — wild boar or deer; Sa-
turday — shake.

tinction.

There were siestas in the afternoon,
and at three o’clock, chocolate and
chorros for every one. Life was good
and beautiful, for how could one have
felt otherwise — protected by those
looming, impenetrable walls?

This life-style went on for genera-
tions and seemed to be without end
until British guns thundered in Manila
Bay. The British occupation tempora-
rily displaced the city residents, but
soon after the last of the British sol-
diers had gone, Intramuros was rebuilt
and the Spaniards added more walls as
an elaborate system of outer defenses.

Then came the Revolution, and
subsequently, the Americans. The
glory of Spain remained in the domes
and spires that dominated the skyline
of Manila, but Intramuros, for all its
architectural and Roman splendor,
was dying. Intramuros, by the way it
looked even before the last World
War, was not what it used to be.

The end of the war finally left the
famed Walled City in shambles. Slabs
of concrete lay pell-mell everywhere,
and only the ruins of sconce glorious
city stood to tell the story of a long-
gone era. Parts of the destroyed walls
have since been rebuilt. Today, near
or right beside the walls stand build-
ings of all shapes and sizes, housing
people engrossed in the .demands of
modern-day life and only occasionally
reflecting, perhaps, on a pile of rubble
redolent with history.
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GReligion

Another step toward ecumenism

For four days last week, the Most
Reverend Arthur Michael Ramsey, the
100th Archbishop of Canterbury and
Primate of all England, was in Manila
to promote ecumenism. The visiting
dignitary is the spiritual head of about
60 million members of the Anglican
Communion all over the world and
the former head of the World Council
of Churches. This sojourn was his first
pastoral visit to the members of the
Philippine Episcopal Church and the
Philippine Independent Church. The
PIC, which was founded by the late
Isabelo de los Reyes and Gregorio Ag-
lipay, is in full communion with the
Church of England in accordance with
a Concordat reached ten years ago.

The sojourn of the Anglican
prelate was the second time for a
religious world leader of his stature to
visit the Philippines, the first being the
historic pilgrimage of Pope Paul VI
two years ago. A tight schedule in Ma-
nila included a- call on both govern-
ment and Church dignitaries, which
brought into focus the efforts being
exerted by the world’s Christian
spiritual leaders towards fostering
closer and more harmonious relations
among the churches which may
eventually lead to the reunification of
Christianity under one fold.

The Manila visit, which was part of
an extensive tour of the Far East
countries — India, Malaysia, South
Korea, Singapore, Hong Kong and
Japan — symbolizes the fast-spreading
spirit of ecumenism that the Anglican
Primate has been promoting through
the years. “I have been playing a part
in the ecumenical movement for as
long as | can remember,” the bulky
archbishop said.

Journalists, naturally, would much
prefer to write the news; on occasion,
without half trying and without mean-
ing to, they make it. And who would
not, especially if she is one of the
most engaging and powerful figures in
journalism in her country? Such a
one is Mrs. Katharine Meyer Graham,
president of the Washington Post Co.,

Mrs. Marcos and Mrs. Graham (left)
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Accompanied by British Ambassa-
dor James Turpin in a courtesy call at
Malacanang, the 69-year-old arch-
bishop. thanked President Marcos for
the great interest shown by the Fili-
pino people in his visit despite the fact
that the Philippines is a predominant-
ly Catholic country. The First Lady,
Mrs. Imelda R. Marcos, assured Dr.
and Mrs. Ramsey, that their visit was
welcomed by everyone.

The President told the Archbishop
of Canterbury that the churches have
played a most encouraging role in
helping bring about the regeneration
and reformation which the govern-
ment is bringing about in the Philip-
pines. The country, the President said,
s “seeking a change of the heart and
spirit,” and that the churches are best
qualified to bring about that change.

“Christianity is so strong and the
Church is important to the life of the
people,” the Archbishop agreed. .

A lively exchange of impressions
transpired in the meeting between the
Anglican Primate and Rufino Cardinal
Santos, Archbishop of Manila, at the
latter's Mandaluyong residence.

Archbishop Ramsey asked the Car-
dinal: “Are the people here over-
whelmingly Christian? And can we
call them practising Christian? ™

The answer of the Filipino Cardi-
nal: “Yes, 95 percent, Your Grace,”
citing a survey in 1967 which showed
that 57.5 percent of the Christian
population attend Sunday Mass or
services.

The midmorning talk between the
two religious leaders centered mostly
on ecumenism.

“Are relations growing between the

which owns the Washington Post,
Newsweek, and a string of radio and
television stations in the United
States. Mrs. Graham, together with
top executives and editors of News-
week, was in town for two days last
week, for a first-hand view of Philip-
pine conditions and for a meeting
with President Marcos and other gov-
ernment officials. Mrs. Graham's party
was met at the airport by the First
Lady, Mrs. Imelda R. Marcos. Later
they were hohored at a dinner in Ma-
lacanang. During an exchange of
toasts, the President, explaining “mar-
tial law, Philippine style,” said Fili-
pinos would continue doing what they
thought best for their country. Mrs.
Graham replied that US media, in re-
porting and interpreting events in the
Philippines, were striving to consider
the Filipino point of view.

* ok x

For generations, the textbooks he
edited served as the main academic
fare of thousands of Filipino school-
children. He also had a string of
“firsts” to his credit: first Filipino su-
perintendent of schools, first director
of public schools, first secretary of
education, first resident commissioner
in Washington. He later tried his hand
at politics and rose to become Senate
president protempore. On top of
these, he is widely regarded as one of
the pillars of the Philippine inde-
pendence movement. Last March 14,
Just nine days before his 84th birth-
day, a visibly moved Camilo Osias
stood at Malacanang’s reception hall
to receive from President Marcos the

Archbishop Ramsey with Catholic church hierarchy: ecumenism in a new vein.

Catholic church and other churches
here? ” the Anglican head asked.

Cardinal Santos answered:
“Everything is still under study. But
we are proceeding toward cooperation
and improving relations with other
churches in uplifting social condi-
tions.”

The visiting dignitary’s itinerary in-
cluded a call on Manila Mayor Ramon
D. Bagatsing and Quezon City Mayor
Norberto Amoranto. He officiated at
the ecumenical service held at the
Cathedral of the Holy Child on Taft
Avenue — the national cathedral of
the Philippine Independent Church.
He also preached at the Cathedral of
Saint Mary and Saint John in Quezon
City. At the Saint Andrew's Theo-
logical Seminary, he met with the
bishops of the Philippine Independent
Church and the Philippine Episcopal
Church.

The archbishop is a member of the

Ancient Order of Sikatuna, with the
rank of datu, for his “long and sub-
stantive service to the nation, partic-
ularly his lasting contribution to the
educational system.” In conferring the
award on Osias, the President said:
“We recognize him because we seek to
retrace our ancient roots as a people in
Asia and to set up a tradition, culture
and history which people must respect
and be proud of.” On hand to witness
the ceremony were the First Lady,
Mrs. Imelda R. Marcos, and members
of the Osias family.
P

Several years ago, she said: “I was
thinking of becoming a lawyer. | al-
ways wanted to be in public service
but not as a politician.” She did get
involved in public service but of an
entirely different form. Last week, Ce-
cile Guidote, along with another Fili-
pino and three other Asians, was
honored at the Ramon Magsaysay
Award ceremonies, delayed by over
six months in deference to the victims
of the disastrous floods in 1972. Miss
Guidote was cited for public service,
particularly for her efforts in helping
develop a distinct Filipino theater. She
shared the award with fellow country-
man Gilopez Kabayao, a violinist en-
gaged in an equally commendable mis-
sion: bringing music to the Philip-
pines’ rural countryside. Mr. Kabayao
was represented in the ceremonies by
his mother, Mrs. Marcela Kabayao.
Recipient of the other awards were:
Dr. Goh Keng Swee, defense minister
of Singapore, for government service;
Hans Wettenberg of Indonesia, for

British House of Lords by virtue of his
office. As a prime mover of growing
ecumenism, he saw Pope Paul VI at
the Sistine chapel in Rome a few years
ago, which resulted in the formation
of the Catholic-Anglican Commission
for Organic Unity whose main func-
tion is to thresh out matter of mutual
concern of the two churches. Last
year, this body fashioned out an a<>
cord on the Holy Eucharist — its most
significant achievement to date, in
1968, the Anglican prelate set a pre-
cedent by delivering a sermon before a
multi-denominational congregation at
the Roman Catholic Cathedral in
Westminster, London.

And ecutnenism again is the under-
lying reason behind his current Asian
tour. As he envisions it, his trip can be
considered a success if it someho
hances “the continuing good reli
between Christian churches anc
lerance among the races.”
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community leadership; and Yasuji
Hanamori, publisher of a consumers’

magazine in Japan, for joumalisirA™M

literature, and creative communica-
tion arts. While in Manila, Dr. Goh re-
ceived another award: the Ancient Or-
der of Sikatuna, with the rank of
datu, conferred on him by President
Marcos at a ceremony in Malacanang.

* ok k

The first time Kasuko Okoda was in
the Philippines was in 1971, as a mem-
ber of a student tour group. She did
not expect to be back, but last week
Miss Okoda was, to receive the prize
she won in the “Win an Island” con-
test conducted by Philippine tourism
officials. Miss Okoda, 21-year-old
economics student at Tokyo's Kasei
University, said she was impressed
with the changes in the country since
her first visit. Her prize: “possession”
of Jomalig, a resort-island of imma-
culately clean beaches and swaying
palms east of the Luzon mainland.
Which meant, the use of a cottage and
other facilities at Jomalig, plus “all
the rights and privileges attendant
thereto,” for five years starting from
the day she sets foot on the island. A
bonus was a two-week, all-expenses-
paid vacation in the Philippines for
five persons, or five trips for one. She-
chose the former, and she brought
along her parents, her brother, and
bosom friend Noriko. How did she
win it? By thinking up a name for
Jomalig. The name she chose was “Mi-
wlatu-ku," which meant Enchanting
Isle.
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