Compiled by the Bureau of the Census and Statistice from deta supplicd by the City Engineer's Office.

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION IN MANILA: 1836 TO 1948

MONTH 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1945 1946 1947 1948
(Value) | (Value) | (Value) | (Value) {Value) (Value) (Value) (Value) {Value) {Value)
January . P 540,030 P 426,230 P 694,180 P 463,430 P1,124,560 P §91,140 P — P 1,662,245 P 3,645,970 P 6,571,660
February . 720,110 499,810 434,930 1,063,050 1,025,920 467,790 — 2,509,170 3,290,150 6,827,005
March 411,680 396,890 1,300,650 662,840 671,120 641,040 —_ 3,040,010 3,398,910 7,498,560
April 735,220 659,680 770,130 1,029,310 962,420 408,640 462,020 3,125,180 8,295,640 7,370,202
May . . 400,220 670,350 1,063,570 1,139,560 740,510 335,210 1,496,700 3,968,460 5,564,870 8,570,410
June . . . . 827,130 459,360 754,180 509,690 542,730 418,700 2,444070 3,904,450 5,898,580 10,217,840
July . . . 302,340 691,190 756,810 495,910 357,680 609,920 1,741,320 3,062,640 9875435 7,771,487
August , . . 368,260 827,660 627,790 622,050 661,860 306,680 1418360 4,889,640 7,428,260 17,568,950
September , . 393,100 777,690 684,590 554,570 590,380 530,830 1,015,250 7,326,570 7,770,310 7,095,860
October . . . 663,120 971,780 718,120 645,310 738,700 $99,040 639,030 4,630,550 6,747,240 5,368,800
November . . 460,720 320,890 972,310 461,580 485,100 315,930 1,364,310 4.373,390 7,088,283 3,424,175
December . 648,820 849,160 503,230 1,105,910 333,490 67,658 1,605,090 5,084,600 4,924,320 4,507,580
ToraL . . P6,170,750 P7,530,690 P9,280,560 P9,063,250  P8,234,460 P5,692,273 P12,186,150 £47,526,905 P73,907,248 P82,792,569

627,657

754,438

Annual Average 514,229 773,380

686,205

474,356 1,015,513 3,960,576 6,158,937 6,899,381

Ocean Shipping

By F. M. GISPERT
Secretary, Associated Steamship Lines

OTAL exports for December, 1948, amounted to

189,166 tons, which was considerably more than

the 150,846 tons exported during December of
the previous year.

The shipping strike on the United States Paci-
fic Coast caused no falling off in exports; in fact,
the 189,166 tons lifted during December was more
than the 179,766 tons carried during the prewous
month of November.

Principdl commodities exported during Decem-
ber, 1948, as compared with December, 1947, were:

1948 I847
Aleohol ............. 40 tons _
Coconut, desiceated . 8701 » 8,425 tons
Coconut oil ......... 5,670 5,204
Concentrates, copper . 2400 " _

" zold .. 186 ”» 214 "
CopPra . o.vvivrannonns §2,708) » 66,649
Copra cake ......... 3,977 » 2240 "
Embroideries . nuT v 59
Empty cylinders . .... 216 " 249 *»
Furnitore, rattan ... 493 » 624
GUNS . ..ovvnnn vnnne 92 ¢ 9
Hemp oovvvevvennnnn. (45,805 Vbales 45,232 bales
Household goods ..... 134 tons 55 tons
Junk metal ......... 4,665 1,177
Kapok .............. % 01 "
| O S 1,208,197} bft. 595,878 bft.
Lumber' ............. (3,986,933 » —_
Molasses ............ {3,066V tons —
Oves, chrome ........ }26,500\ » 20,500 tons

T R 16,196} » -

*  manganese ..... 4,748 " —
Rattan ......o.c00... 186 228 tons
Rope ..vvvvvvarinnnn. 377 233 "
Rubber .............. 135 134 7
Skins and hides ..... 208 * —
Sugar, Taw .......... (19,908] » 17,500
Transit eavgo ........ 87 ' —
General! merchandise . {11,568Y 14711 7

Port of Manila

By R. L. Bary
General Manager, Luzon Brokerage Company

ONGESTION on the piers and within the customs
area is a condition which will probakly recur
from time to time in the future, and is one which

will nct be easily solved in spite of sincere efforts on
the part of the Philippine Ports Terminals Company,
customs officials, and customs brokers.

With Pier 9 not available for use and with the
lack of overhead cranes, rush periods will cause con-
fusion, a fact recognized by all interested parties.
All freight-handling agencies must cooperate to im-
prove the situation as much as possible.

On January 24 this matter was discussed in a
two-hour meeting between Commissioner of Customs
Jose de Leon, Philippine Ports Terminals Company
officials, harbor police, the Arrastre Advisory Com-
mittee, and customs brokers. Recommendations came
from all interests present and are being considered.
It is the hope of the customs brokers that action will
be taken for the alleviation of the situation both for
the benefit of themselves and their customers.

Careless piling of cargo on the pier has oceurred
in the past to the extent that truck lanes were blocked,
but this has already been stopped by means of con-
trolling the rate of discharge of the ships. Traffic con-
trol is being considered with the view to adopting
measures to speed up movements of cargoes on the
piers and within the area. Apparently the Philippine
Ports Terminals Company has enough laborers and
equipment on the piers to meet the cargo-handling
problem, but measures were discussed for betier co-
ordination between customs brokers and the Philip-
pine Ports Terminals Company so as to have men and
equipment available where and when needed, Within
a short time definite controls should be in operation.

One of the major losses of time has been in the
checking of cargoes moving through the gates, and it
was suggested that additional men checl the trucks,
several at a time, before the gates are reached, and
trucks be allowed to pass through the gates on pres-
entation of a pass showing that inspection has heen
completed and that its load is in order.
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Parties on both sides of the argument over the
pier congestion have admitted that the problem is a
really serious one, not easily solved, but cooperation
between customs brokers and the various government
entities should result in an improved situation,

We hope to report in the next issue of the Jour-
nal the final recommendations of the committees and
success of new measures put into operation.

Inter-Island Shipping

BY G. F. VanpeEr HooGT
Manager, Everett Steamship Corporation

URING the month of January, shipment of goods

between Manila and other parts in the Philip-

pines was fairly brisk. We believe that one of
the contributing factors was the arrival from the
United States of considerable amounts of merchandise
which has been more or less backlogged by the jong
Pacific Coast strike. This merchandise began to
arrive about the first of January and continued, with
ocean vessels arriving almist daily, throughout the
month. Although, during the strike, there was mo
great shortage of necessary goods in the Philippines,
as these were supplied from the Atlantic Coast and
the Gulf, it appears that the new merchandise arriv-
ing after the Pacific Coast strike attracted consider-
able buying by merchants in the southern cities. An-

. other factor tending to improve inter-island carryings

is, no doubt, the lesser number of vessels compeling
for the trade, as commented upon in previous articles
in this Journal.

The opening month of the year 1949 has been one
of encouragement for inter-island operators, and it is
hoped that the normal flow of inter-island business
will continue throughout the year without the previous

handicap of too many vessels to carry the cargo.

offered.

Land Transportation

(Bus Lines)

By L. G, JAMES
Vice-President and Manager,
A. L. Ammen Transportation Co., Ine.

RUCK and bus operators are faced with con-
T stantly increasing costs of operation due to sev-
eral factors over which they have no control.

1. The basic cost of a new unit, including chassis and
body which in 1941 amounted to P4,000 now requires an initial
jnvestment of approximately £10,000. o

2. ‘The cost of gasoline which is still the principal fuel
used in public ntility ope-ations is more than 50% higher than
in 1941. Lubricants are in the same proportion,

8. The demands and requirements of Labor are constant-
1y becoming more burdensome. Present wage levels are from
2 to 4 times those in 1941, depending upon the locality.

4. Prices for the many essentials that are necessary in
keeping a fleet of bugses in operation — tires, spare parts, shop
equipment and building materials, are at high levels and in
most cases show a constant tendency to inerease,

6. Tax burdens steadily increase. The average reput-
able company which meets its tax obligations conscientiously,
pays out a present average of 30% to 40% of the value of its
paid-up capital every year by way of tax responsibilities. As
an example, one company operating on Luzon paid the Gov-
ernment P450,000 in taxes of various kinds during 1948. This
represented 36% of its paid-up capital. This company showed
1948 net esrnings of P30,000 on a gross income of P3,000,000,
which indicates the disparity between the amount paid in taxes
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and the amount avaiiable for distribution to stockholdera by
way of dividends.

6. Provincial operators are beset by toll charges which
are established in some cases by the national government in
connection with bridges on national highways and in other
cases by provincial governments at bridges on provincial roads,
In the latter case, the funds so collected are not exclusively
used for the erection and maintenance of the bridges con-
cerned. Toll fees paid by a number of companies amount to
&g much as P150,000 per annum for each.

The rising cost of operation is not offset by a
corresponding increase in basic rates. Competition
is so widespread and so lacking in supervision and
regulation by government authority, that a general
policy of rate reduction has been forced upon all epe-
rators. A number of the well known companies co-
vering lines between Manila and outlying provinces
have adopted the P0.01 per km. passenger rate which
was a pre-war standard. Others have been able to
maintain a rate of P0.0114 per km, When these rates
are compared with the current average cost of opera-
tion, which amounts generally to 215 to 8 times the
pre-war cost, the present prospects for prospercus
operation are remote,

A number of the larger operators are substitut-
ing Diesel equipment for gasoline-powered units.
Operating experience indicates that Diesel power ef-
fects a saving of P0.08 to P0O.04 per bus kilometer as
compared to gasoline power. This seems to be the
only possible solution of present problems involving
high operating costs and low rates.

The initial investment in 2 Diesel bus is consi-
derably higher than that required for a similar unit
with a power plant using gasoline for fuel. The for-
mer costs P2,300 to P3,500 more than the latter, de-
pending upon make and type of Diesel. However, a
Diesgel truck or bus operating an average of 6000 kms.
per month, will save P180 to P240 per month in fuel
cost. Estimating the average life of the unit to be
8 years, the total net economy of operation is appre-
ciable,

A list of the well known transportation compa-
nies which have invested in Diesel equipment with
satisfactory operating results includes Pangasinan
Transportation Co., Inc., La Mallorca, Halili Transit,
Pampanga Bus Co., Inc., Laguna, Tayabas, and Ba-
tangas Transportation Companies, Negros Tranapor-
tation Co., West Leyte Land, and others.

Operators in the sugar-producing areas will no
doubt install alcohol-conversion equipment for use in
their present units which require gasoline as a fuel,
as soon as alcohol becomes available in sufficient
quantities. The use of lower-cost fuel seems to be
the only apparent means of reducing operating costs.
Under the present ruinous competitive situation, the
operator who lowers his costs will be the one who sur-
vives with a chance to earn an operating profit as his
competitors retire from the field,

Mining
By CHas. A. MiTKE
Consulting Mining Engineer

HE principal Philippine exports before the war,
were sugar, lumber, and minerals. The sugar
industry, employing approximately 2,000,000

people and paying, in 1932, over $20,000,000, or 43%
of the Insular Government revenue for that year, dates
back to Spanish days, but mining, while prosecuted
before the time of Magellan, and conducted .on a small
scale during the entire Spanish colonial period, never



