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THE CASE OF FILIPINO INTERNEES

From Washington comes the heartening news that the
War Claims Commission has already taken steps to implement
the provisions of Section 8 of the War Claims Act of 1948
directing that body to “inquire into and report to the Pres-
ident, for submission of such report to the Congress on or
before March 31, 1949 (extended to March 31, 1950), with
respect to war claims arising out of World War II, other
than claims which may be received and adjudicated under
the preceeding sections of this Act.”

The case of Filipino civilian internees, who are excluded
from the benefits provided for in the act, is very simple. In
plain terms it is this: The American government, as a ges-
ture of justice to its citizens, who for reasons of their own
or for the inability of their government to evacuate them, fell
into the hands of the enemy and held prisoners for the dura-
tion, has decided to grant these citizens monetary benefits
from former eremvy assets now in the possession of the U.S.
government. Filipino civilians who found themselves in the
same prison camps or in J torture chamb for no
other reason than that they upheld American principles of demo-
cracy at the darkest hours of the war, should also be given
the same compensation from former enemy proverty located
in the Philippines. These Filipino civilians could have avoid-
ed internment, torture and even death. But they chose these
rather than betray a cause for which they pledged to fight
to the bitter end.

The Philippine Ex-Political Prisoners Association which
is carrying on the drive for Filipino internees is fully con-
vinced that justice will be accorded to those who were Amer-
icans in their ideals and principles during the war but for-
eigners within the purview of the War Claims Act. It has
faith in the War Claims Commission, in Congress, in the Pres-

by Arsenio H. Lacson ............... $ | ident and in the American people whose sense of justice is
. . regarded as a byword in international relations.
Report on the Fight for Benefits ........ 10
The Voice of Liberty ................. 1 THE LIBERATION OF MANILA
hyv General Carlos P. Bomulo Five years ago last month Manila woke up from its night-
. mare of occupation into a day of freedom. It was the ful-
Elias and Salome filment of MacArthur’s promise to return, a promise which
by A. I Paredes «.vvviiiiiiiian 11 had been the shibboleth of th ds and th ds of under-
ground fighters.
The Fifth l.'ower The story of the liberation of Manila will be told over
by Ludwig S. Adams ............... 18 and over again throughout the years to come as an epic of
American military endeavor. With it will also go the story of
“The Ramparts We Watch” brave Filipino guerrilla leaders who paved the way for the
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 THE PHILIPPINE CONSTITUTION

(

By MANUEL V. MORAN

Chief Justice, Supreme Court

The Philippine Lawyers’ Association deserves sincerc
commendation for having sponsored the idea of a reunion
for members of the Bar on Constitution Day, which is
celebrated throughout the country to emphasize the im-
portance and significance of the Constitution and to dwell
upon its influence on our individual lives and the nation-
al fortunes. .

Frankly, I could not find it in me to decline the invi-
tation to address this gathering of members of our craft
because, considering it the civic duty of every Filipino to
cherish the Constitution as the fund tal law of the
land, I deem it a sacred obligation specially of the Bench
and of the Bar to pay public homage to it and willingly
to contribute to that stream of thought and information
on Constitutionalism that, fertilizing the fields of freedom
and justice, makes for the happiness and prosperity of a
people pursuing its destiny under a regime of democracy,
liberty and sound government.

In these years when despotic rulers have arisen in
nation after nation to challenge the principles of repub-
lican government, when the hordes of lawlessness and re-
bellion are rampant, when peace and order is seriously
threatened, it behooyes those who believe and thrive in or-
derly procedure and constitutional safeguards to study the
development and application of those basic principles that
are the foundations of true liberty and democracy so that,
knowing them, they shall all the more appreciate the bles-
sings of a constitutional regime, and dedicate their efforts
to the preservation and dissemination thereof, for, in the
matter of rights as in the matter of news, a well-informed
public is the greatest security of the nation. This reminds
me that this occasion could be availed of formally to bid
those recalcitrant elements in the field to return to the
fold of normaley with the assurance that their safety
and well-being are amply guaranteed by the provisions of
the Constitution within the frame of which they may red-
vess their grievances and obtain the remedies they so val-
iantly, but misguidedly, seek.

I would define a Constitution as that instrument where-
by the people entrust to their government the authority
to regulate their lives, their honor and their property,
defining such authority and setting limits thereto. Any
exercise of governmental power beyond those limitations
is the assumption of “power without right” and a repetition
of such usurpation will eventually establish tyranny or a
totalitarian state.

I regard the Constitution as a solemn compact where-
by the majority of the people promise to the minority
or to the individual, that in the cxercise of political sover-
cignty, they shall not transgress certain well-defined boun-
daries or will follow specified rules of conduct. It is es-
sentially the shield and the protection of the minority and
of the individual citizen. And it is a product of the wisdom
of the ages, because experience has shown that although
Governments are avowedly intended to promote and pre-
serve society and its components, they have exhihited ir-
resistible tendencies to extend their powers expanding their
authority to the detriment and prejudice of their cons-

tituents. Wherefore, curbs are set forth i
tion to protect those who should hap, 0 be, for the mo-
ment, at odds with their goven No wonder it is the
minority people that are thc most ardent votaries in the
august temple of the Constitution often pleading with the
persons commissioned to officiate there, that the arm of the
law be extended to restrain the majority on occasions when
the latter would secize or wield undelegated prerogatives.

Fifteen years ago today, pursuant to authority given
by the Tydings-McDuffie Act of the United States Con-

the Constitu-

. gress, our Constitution, the greatest instrument ever drawn

by Filipino hands, was finally adopted by a Constitutional
Convention composed of men selected by the people be-
cause of their talent, learning and deep patriotism. Some
of the distinguished bers of said C itutional Con-
vention with their worthy President, Mr. Justice Recto,
are here now with us, and there is every reason for the
people to be grateful to them. Approved later by the Pres-
ident of the United States, our Constitution was over-
whelmingly ratified by the people in a plebiscite held in
May, 1935.

The makers of our Constitution, mostly lawyers, were,
of course, familiar with American Constitutional Law, what
with McKinley’s Instructions, the Philippine Bill, the Jones
Law and the Federal institutions—not to mention the Ma-
lolos Constitution which was drawn by liberal Spanish-
speaking Filipino jurists.

Unsurprisingly therefore our Fundamental Charter
exhibited a blending of American dactrines with Filipino
ideals and a few Spanish principles. It was in fact a
revised edition of American Constitutions—undoubtedly an
improved edition. Being the outcome of peaceful nego-
tiations for the liberation of one subject people—not of
war or revolution, as was the American—our Constitution
contained an express renunciation of war as an instrument
of state policy—even as it prescribed several principles of
zealous national character to conserve the patrimony of the
realm.

Having been framed by a people not entirely free from
outside influence, it was inevitable that the Constitution
should carry certain restrictions, which had to be accept-
ed because imposed by the enabling Act, like the trade
relations with the United States and the preservation of
the rights of American citizens.

But as a product of the times, reflecting the political
sagacity of the conventionists, the Constitution presents
evolutionary accretions, liberal principles found to be con-
sistent with the traditions and necessities of the Philip-
pine commonweal, like the consecration of social justice
ardently advocated by our beloved Manuel L. Quezon, the
nationalization of natural resources, the expropriation of
landed estates, the right of the Government to operate pri-
vate industries and means of transportation, the duty of
the estate to afford protection to labor and the assurance
that access to the courts shall not be denied by reason of
poverty. I mention some of the highlights. Bui I must
not forget to include the creation of the Electoral Tribu-
nals and the Commission on Elections, new instrumentalities
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designed to insure the untrammeled expression of the po-
pular will.

Assembled during that period when the administration
of Franklin D. Roosevelt had proclaimed the necessity of
Presidential leadership in the struggle against serious eco-
nomic depression, at a time when the enemies of the New
Deal opposed the numerous administrative regulations im-
plementing congressional legislation upon the ground that
they violated the principle outlawing delegation of legis-
lative powers, the delegates perceived the possibility that
some day the Philippine people might encounter grave
national emergencies requiring swift remedial action of
the Executive. Hence the framers foresightedly adopted
the modernized constitutional doctrine permitting delegation
of legislative powers to the Chief Executive in certain
crises. There is no ground to suspect that the provision was
calculated to win the good graces of President Roosevelt, and
to insure approval gf the draft. Anyway the last world
conflagration has ®fmply justified the invocation, because
it enabled the Commonwealth to function during the war
emergency and even affer liberation, by executive orders
and proclamations. Possibly the pre-war opinion of some

eminent jurists was vindi d about the feasibility of es-
blishing here as itutional di hip in 2 modern
democracy. I suppose it does not escape the perspicacity

of political scientists and legal scholars that the Executive
Department admittedly the strongest in the Republic could,
become considerably stronger and result in a virtual die-
tatorship, a consummation never to be devoutly wished in
times of relative normalcy, because a dictatorship is still
a dictatorship even if disguised as a constitutional dicta-
torship.

In connection. with the modernization or revision of
our basic legal system, the Constitution’s treatment of ju-
dicial review may be scrutinzed. Most of my heare(s will
recall that the Constitution of the United States did not
clearly invest its Supreme Court with jurisdiction to pass
on the constitutionality of Congressional legislation. It was
Chief Justice Marshall who, in the famous case of Mar-
bury v. Madison spelled out the Court’s power to measure
Congressional laws against the pattern of the Constitu-
tion and its duty in case of conflict to declare the latter
as paramount, and to a2nnul the Congressional enactment.
Such was the formula that gradually evclved into what
was subsequently claimed as the principle of Judicial Sup-
remacy, which is really a misnomer, because it is no asser-
tion of superiority over thc other departments but only
the exercise of the unavoidable obligation to interpret the
Constitution and to apply it in proper cases. True that
the performance of such obligation has given rise to reports
of “judicial oligarchy”, or ‘“government by the judiciary”
or to the statement by Governor Hughes that the “cons-
titution is what the judges say it is” or to that. 6ther of
President Wilson that “The Supreme Court is a contitu-
tional Convention in continuous session,” but these were
probably due to differences in perspective or to the color
of the glasses of the speaker or writer. It should pro-
perly be called the power of judicial interpretation or
review. Now, as such power to interpret and apply was
not granted expressly in the Constitution of the United
States, regulations for its exercise were naturally not to
be found therein. This indefinitencss becam~ the source

.

to the point of asserting that in those cases the law had
actually been overthrown “by half a vote.”

Well, our Constitutional Convention, alive to the cur-
rents of juridical doctrine, endeavored to avoid that con-
troversy by recognizing the authority of the Supreme Court
to declare statutes as unconstitutional, but hedging judicial
intervention with the requirement that two-thirds of the
memberships shall so declare—otherwise the law shall stand.

Some have advanced the belief and predlctmn t'mt
the two-third requirement ulti
prepoderance even as it weakens the authority of the Ju-
dicature. I refused to share that view. The power to
annul is vested in the court. And there it is. The num-
ber of votes required may prevent the possibility of judi-
cial excesses and will, for that reason, make the pronounce-
ments of the Court stronger and more authoritative. And,
furthermore, there is no doubt that in proper cases the
great majority of the Justices will not fail to perceive
as unconstitutional what really infringes the directives of
the Constitution.

I make this statement without forgetting that our Cons-
titution is intended “to endure for ages to come and, con-
sequently, to be adapted to the various crises of human
affairs” and to the varying needs of human life and accord-

" ingly Justices must be responsive to the necessities of chang-

ing conditions calling for vision and judicial statesman-
ship. And I also have in mind that in the area of constitu-
tional affairs, there is much unceltamty as to particulars
of future liti The expandi ds of society
and civilization and the fields of governmental activity
newly opened by the Constitution, will require rew types
of legislative commands and prohibitions to solve the multiple
problems of commerce, industry and agriculture, of labor
and capital, and the necessmes in genelal of the common
‘welfare. Unp: li on ional scale
will happen, novel controversies will be Jomed and submit-
ted to the men on the Bench, troublmg their mind, test-
ing their mettle. Yet it is reasonable to expect that as in
the past the official mterpretels of the Constitution will
perform their function, with all diligence and impartiality,
unswayed by storms of partisan strife, unmindful of per-
sonal advantage, with an eye single to the meaning and
words of the fundamental Charter to give effect to the
known intention of its framers and to the will of the peo-
ple that approved it. And speaking for t% judicial depart-
ment, I say, that is our firm purpose, our solemn pledge.

In our task for the attainment of our high objective,
I am happy to say that we can always count on the coo-
peration of our good Bar. Indeed, any accomplishment of
the court in the past is due, to a great extent, to the assis-
tance and devotion to duty of our able lawyers. There is
truth in the saying that with a good Bar there can be no
bad Bench. Our lawyers in the Philippines may be com-
pared, not unfavorably, with any Bar in the world today,
specially in point of capacity, integrity and krowledge.
There are many of them who are indeed true leaders in
Juridical Science and are conscious that the life of the
law is not logic alone but experience also, and thus they
seek mature legal wisdom not only from books but from
real life as well. One of my joys in court is to observe
with pride how our good lawyers, specially the young ones
argue their cases with such brilliance, conviction and won-

of controversies over its extent, and conflicting phil

appeared between those whe maintained unlimited power
of judicial revision and those who contended that the court
should itself fix the boundary adopting the policy not to
lightly overrule legislative measures presumably bearing
the approval of the whole people, because enacted by their
representatives in Congress. The last mentioned school
of thought furthermore criticized those five-to-four deci-
sions annulling congressional laws, straining its argument

derful capacity that 1 cannot help but raise my eyes to
God and thank Him, for the assurance that in the future
we will have worthy successors in court.

These years of our Republic, and the many more years
to come, are crucial for us. The things we do now will make
their mark upon the years to come. We are building up-
on the foundation of our future, much of which has already
been laid. We have a form of government, which” history

(Continued on page 11)
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THE PHILIPPINES:

Show Window Of Democracy

By MYRON C. COWEN

U. S. Ambassador to the Philippines

A little more than seven months ago,
it was my pleasure and privilege to
address a special meeting of Manila
Rotary. In that talk I reviewed the
cordial and constructive relations which
have existed between your people and
mine for half a century, relations comp-
rising an outstanding record of mu-
tual devotion to an ideal and mutual
good faith.

The world will have to study this
record if it is to understand the re-
cent statement of our Secretary of
State, Mr. Acheson, when he stressed
the very special relationship between
our two nations and pledged its con-
tinuance. The world will have to do
this to realize why the bonds betwzen
us are not made up of political, or eco-
nomie, or military expediency, but are
things of the heart and spirit, and
therefore stronger than any ties of trea-
ty or compact.

Today, our Filipino friends in Ma-
nila will join with many of my fel-
low Americans in observing an anni-
versary. To them it is an anniver-
sary of great personal significance.
But to me it is even more important
as a symbol of the bonds I have in
mind.

1 have read and I have been told
the story of February 3rd, 1945 a do-
zen' times, and still thrill to its inci-
dent and its implications. It was on
that day that a mere handful of gal-
lant men—800 members of the First
Cavalry Division — roared down Ma-
nila’s roads and retook the Philippines’
capital from a numerically greater ene-
my force. It was an audacious and
‘brilliant military exploit, and the days
of battle which followed were grim
and terrible; but most moving to me
are those little facets of human
warmth — few of them recorded —
which emerge from the memories of
those who survived that trial.

They tell of how your farm folk
along the road, oblivious to danger,
ran cheering to greet the thundering
tanks, lifting their little ones high to
wave at one of our grinning Okla-
homa farm boys. Of how they press-
ed their meager stores of fresh food
upon our battle weary men, and of how

Wi

Ambassador Cowen

those combat-hardened soldiers emptied
their pockets and duffle bags of the ra-
tions meant to carry them through the
unknown days ahead.

They tell how your people opened
their hearts and homes to our lonely
jungle-fighters, and how those grim
soldiers paused in the heat of battle
to guide a grandmother to safety or
tenderly care for a wounded child.

There were friendships borne in
those days, bonds forged and tempered
in the fires of war. It is bonds such
as those that link the Philippines and
America.

Today’s anniversary invokes other
memories, and they, too, are worth a
thought today. It might be timely to
pause and remember the state of this
nation only five years ago, remember
it as it was at the war’s end. For three
years under Japanese domination no
ships had come to your ports except
to carry away what was still in your
warehouses and what little your paral-
yzed industries could produce. Then, to
this land stripped of its wealth and
stripped of its means of producing
wealth, came the final devastation of
a bitter battle for freedom. When it
ended, there was little left save the
land itself and the people who lived
on it, a brave but starved and weary
people.

Remembering those days, let us look
about us now. How can we fail to

feel a great surge of pride and confi-
dence; pride in this nation’s achieve-
ment and confidence in its future?
How can we fail to realize that the
problems and obstacles it faces today,
while serious, are equally possible of
successful solution?

I, for one, have had, and continue to
have, fullest confidence in this nation's
potentialities as a major factor in the
ideological development of the Far East.

Recently in the press, I have seen the
thought expressed that the Philippines
might become the “show window of de-
mocraqy” in this part of the world.
I like that phrase if it is properly used
and understood — if it does not imply
that democracy is a commodity, like
pianos and ice boxes, that can be pur-
chased in pesos or dollars.

Just what do I mean by a “show
window of democracy?”

The people of Asia, in their march
toward progress and development,
stand today at a fork in the road.
To the right is the way of life which
you and I have known, a way best
described and charted by the four free-
doms. To the left is the way of life
offered by communism, a way leading
only to the ruthless glorification of
the state, denying every right of the
individual to freedom, dignity and self
expression. But where the way to the
left is shown by vague and evasive
signpost, only hinting at a possibility
of a better life, our way can be mark-
ed by a very real and tangible example
of how millions of men and women are
faring as they travel the road to the
right. Where one is symbolized by an
“iron curtain”, the other can afford
the “show-window.”

The greatest service, therefore, that
the Filipino people can render the peo-
ples of Asia and the cause of world
democracy lies in their own develop-
ment as prosperous and happy citizens
of the democratic world, able to stand
proudly before the closest and most
critical world scrutiny. In this, they
may be sure of the encouragement and
aid of all other citizens of democracy.

You may ask, How will this excit-
ing program affect you here in Iloilo?
But it seems to me that it would be more
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accurate to ask how Iloilo will affect
the program. For I see here all the
elements out of which that program will
be designed, and I see a pattern already
emerging which may well set the pace
for the rest of the nation.

The future of this nation's economy
envisions develcpment of its power re-
sources, development of industrial fa-
cilities for processing and manufacture.
But, as was the experience of America,
that future economy can be achieved
and ‘maintained only upon the sound
base of the strong agricultural econo-
my you develop today. The means of
achieving your objective lie in the
wealth of your soil and your forests
and your people. The speed with which
you achieve it is limited only by the
efficiency and vigor with which you use
those natural resources.

It is natural for an American resid-
ing in Manila as I do, to think at once
of sugar whenever he hears the word
Iloilo. And it is difficult to think of
Philippine sugar without entertaining
feelings of hopefulness aroused by re-
cent accomplishments, together with a
sobering sense that much remains to be
done. The vigor with which the peo-
ple of this province have pushed the
rehabilitation of the sugar industry and
the measure of success they have achiev-
ed justify hopefulness. The sobering
sense that many things remain to be
done is inherent in the fact that Phil-
ippine sugar, after 1954, will have in-

ingly to mcet ition from su-
gar produced in other areas. Now I
am not a sugar-producer and am not
competent to say what these things
may be: I came with the supposition
that selection of more productive types
of cane, soil analyses designed to dis-
close what types of fertilizers are need-
ed, improvements in the methods of pro-
cessing and better labor-management
practices may supply part of the an-
swer. Possibly some cane areas may
better be planted to other crops; pos-
sibly more emphasis will be placed on
development of by-product industries.
But as I say, I am not a sugar-man and
I come hoping to learn from you some
of the answers rather than in any
thought that I personally can supply
them.

One thing I do know, however. You
are an independent people, free to conduct
your own search for the answers to your
problems and to apply those solutions
which best suit your national interests
and well-being. That is the way it is,
but that is not the way it might have
been. Less than six years ago this
province, like others of the Philippines,
was in the hards of imperialistic in-
vaders. They did not control the hills,
where hardy and brave men and women
continued to resist them, but their heel
bore heavy on the people of the cities

and municipalities and their transport
equipment rolled on the highways. But
for those in the hills, their helpers in
the towns and on the farms, and the
aid of allies who fought their way back
to help bring liberation, the Philippines
today would be a colony of Japan. It
would be the Japanese who would tell
you what to plant and what not to
plant; it would be the Japanese who
would decide how much you should re-
ceive for your crops and what you chonld
be permitted to buy in return.

But today you of the Philippines are
free, as 1 said, to seek your own so-
lutions to your owi problems. We may
be able to furnish technical experts and
assistance in other ways but the res-
ponsibility for decisions, and for the
hard work needed to give effect to these
decisions, will be your own. I hope that
your decisions, whether in Government
or in sugar-development, may be based
on considerations of the lorg-term pub-
lic good rather than ‘short-term, selfish
interests or personal profits. The na-
tion’s economic well-being and its con-
tinued independence depend upon it.

I believe it to be true that independ-
ence may be won only by working and
fighting and can be preserved only by
working and figliting -— fighting against
selfishness and misgovernment, which
are the enemies within, no less than
against an actual invader should he land
on a country’s shores. If Government
is clean, honest and concerned for the
public good; if employers plan intelli-
gently to supply the public’s needs and
treat with labor on a basis of fairness
and equality; and if labor behaves in
sober realization that its interests are
inseparable from those of employers,
a nation can stand strong in its unity.
If not, it faces the danger of being
overthrown. The threat of Japanese
imperialism has been laid, but there
exists in the world today another im-
perialism which stands ready to take
advantage of those who do not cherish
their independence sufficiently to work
for it, to sacrifice their own immediate
interests for it, and if necessary to
fight for it. I for one believes in Phil-
ippine independence, and I pray that
you may win success in your endeavors
to protect it for yourselves and for your
children.

Fortunately, it seems that the pro-
ductivity of Iloilo is not confined to
sugar. You also produce statesmen.
I refer particularly to your native son
and my very good friend, Vice-president
Lopez who is respected and beloved not
only here in his home town, but through-
out the nation. We have long known
und greatly admired the marvelous job
he did as Mayor of this city during
the year following liberation and his
unflinching stand for honesty in Gov-
ernment. More recently he expressed a

political truth which the history of my
own nation has demonstrated time and
again. He displayed a keen understand-
ing and appreciation of basic democra-
cy when he declared that the two party
system was a source of unity rather than
division, for an articulate and construc-
tive opposition is to a political system
what a conscience is to an individual.

I have good reason to believe that the
eyes of the world will turn with increas-
ing interest toward the Republic of the
Philippines as time goes on, and there
is good reason to hope that the world
will like what it sees in this ‘“show
window of democracy.” And there is
reason to believe that the eyes of the
Philippines will turn more and more
toward Iloilo as time goes on — and
should certainly like what it sees here
in this friendly city and province whose
gracious welcome and cordial hospitality
I shall never forget.

(Address before Iloilo Rotary Club, Feb.
3, 1950)
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THE CASE OF CAPT. JUNSAY

By ARSENIO H. LACSON

Congressman, 2nd District of Manila

There are men in this country, powerful men, whose
main obsession is liberty. They are men who run our gov-
ernmental affairs, men who dominate the community’s so-

cial life, and who would perpetuate their hold on power by .

climbing, if necessary, over the broken bodies of those who
would have none of them.

These men have a peculiar concept of liberty. While
to most of us liberty means the freedom of every man to
do as he pleases with himself and the fruits of his labor,
to these men, these powerful men, liberty means the free-
dom of some men to do as they please with other men and
the fruits of other men’s labors.

That is why, in this country today, the government
is on the verge of chaotic bankruptcy, that is why there
is general bitterness in the wake of a so-called popular elec-
tion, that is why the masses of our people are ready to
join any movement which holds the promise of uprooting
the present order.

We all talk about the dangers of communism and the
imminence of a red invasion of our country. And that, it
seems, is all we can do: talk. For we are not doing any
of the things, the really essential things, that would se-
cure true democracy to our people and eliminate the dan-
gers of communism. “Practical” politicians that they are,
the men who run our government have no use for such
ideals as respect for human dignity and individual rights.
adherence to constitutional processes, equality before the
law, and amelioration of the worker, the landless and the
oppressed. To these “realistic” politicians, these principles
which alone could save us from chaos and destruction, are
useful only in party platforms and campaign speeches:
once in power, their only principle is to stay in power—
it matters not how nor why.

There is political discontent in this country. The ma-
jority of our people feel that they have been cheated of
their right to elect public officials of their choice. Some
of them feel insecure in their employment because of po-
litical persecution. Many are being impoverished because
of the government’s bungling interference with the eco-
nomic laws that are basic to a free society. And almost
everyone has lost respect for a government that has proved
itself incompetent or unwilling to protect the dignity and
security of its citizens.

The leaders in our government today have no right to
talk about democracy after showing that they have nei-
ther the courage nor the inclination to punish those who
would win elections by fraud and terrorism. They have
no right to talk about honesty when they themselves show
little regard for probity.

You can be sure, gentlemen, that unless proper remedies
are initiated in time, this government will disintegrate, for
the masses of the people that should give it strength and
stability are demoralized.

How can we talk of taking the lead in forming a strong
Asiatic bloc against communism when our own country
itself totters under weight of official abuse and stupidity?

Only the other day, at the British Commonwealth Con-
ference, Premier Pandit Nehru of India said that no bar-
rier against Soviet imperialism in Southeast Asia can be

effective until the states that would raise it are politically
content. And Nehru was right. The Philippines, for one,
cannot expect to steer clear of red influence so long as
it remains fertile soil for the growth of communism.

What we have in this country today is a governmentl
of corruption, designed for corruption, and maintained by
brute force for corruption. Here might is the supreme
power, and righteousness its abject slave. Right is what-
ever that pleases might, and wrong is whatever displeases
might. In many parts of the country, we have become a
police state, ruled by terror and force.

Many men have fallen victims to such a regime. One of

- them is Capt. Diosdado D. Junsay of the Philippine Cons-

tabulary.

Allow me, gentlemen of this Congress, to refresh your
memory:

Captain Junsay was with a group of Constabulary sol-
diers, members of the famous Nenita unit, who were ar-
rested on October 20 shortly before the November elections
in Silay, Negros Occidental.

So far, there is nothing reasonably clear about this
arrest, except the suspicion that the soldiers had some con-
hection with a number of firearms and ammunition sup-
posedly discovered by the local authorities in the hacienda
of Nacionalista senatorial did Pedro H 3

Soon after the arrest, the soldiers were investigated
by the provincial authorities in a manner reminiscent of
the incredible and terrifying years of the Japanese occupa-
tion. As a result of that investigation, the arrested con-
stabularymen confessed to having conspired to commit se-
dition.

Never have our people heard of a more enigmatic con-
fession. The “guilty” soldiers were rendered inacessible
to the press, no pictures could be taken of them. Stories
that they had been tortured multiplied but were never de-
nied to the satisfaction of the people. When a reporter
from the “Manila Daily Bulletin™ asked Governor Rafael
Lacson what he had to say about these stories that tor-
ture was being used, the governor blandly replied that he
had to have information. Torture, it seems, in the opinion
of this sinister and despotic man, is a legitimate means of
securing information.

The report of the torture of Captain Junsay and his
men were published in the “Daily Mirror” and the “Philip-
pines Free Press” shortly before the elections. General
Alberto Ramos, chief of the Constabulary of which Jun-
say is an officer, promptly denied the report. And yet,
this same General Ramos had been officially notified by
Captain Nera, PC commandant of Camp Delgado, Iloilo Ci-
ty, that Junsay and his men were being tortured by Gov-
ernor lacson’s spacial policemen. On October 26, Captain
Nera wired General Ramos:

DUCO020 V DVC30 NR16 —O— 261305 GR 120

FM CAPT P NERA PC CAMP DELGADO ILOILO CITY
TO GEN ALBERTO RAMOS PC QC

CITE NR WVZ IG DASH TWO

“SENDING THIS REPORT DIRECTLY CONSIDER-
ING IT NECESSARY FOR YOUR INFO ON' TIME
ABOUT EXPLOSIVE SITUATION IN NEGROS 0OCC
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BETWEEN PC AND SPECIAL POLICE PD CAPT JUN-
SAY AND HIS MEN ALL MEMBERS OF THE NENI-
TA UNIT WERE REPORTEDLY SLAPPED MAL-
TREATED BADLY AND HUMILIATED BY SPECIAL
POLICE UNDER CERTAIN MAJOR RAMOS IN BA-
COLOD CITY CLN CAPT JUNSAY WHILE BEING
TREATED BY PC SURGEON INSIDE PC COMPOUND
WAS TAKEN OUT BY SPECIAL POLICE AT THE
POINT OF GREASE GUNS AND BROUGHT AWAY
FOR FURTHER MALTREATMENT ACCORDING TO IN-
FORMANT PC OFFICER CMA CAUSING RESENTMENT
TO BROTHERS IN ARMS PD IN VIEW OF THE FACT
THAT ALLEGED ABUSES AND MALTREAMENT
MADE TO PC OFFICER AND MEN MAY CAUSE RE-
SENTMENT AND RETALIATION BY PC PERSONNEL
ESPECIALLY IF ABUSES WEREF COMMITTED BY CI-
VILIANS CMA THIS REPORT IS MADE FOR WHAT
IT MAY BE WORTH PD IN ILOILO CITY GOSSIPS
OF THE DAY AMONG OFFICERS AND MEN ARE
THE ALLEGED REPORTED ABUSES COMMITTED
BY SPECIAL POLICEMEN OF NEGROS OCC PD THE
CAUSE OF PC TROUBLE IN STA LUCIA BAR-
RACKS IN NINETEEN HUNDRED TWO ONE CAME
ONLY FROM ONE EM END SGD CAPT NERA PASS-
ED SISON.”
R-261530 FP/FS

But Ramos refused to intervenc. He had, it seems,
forgotten that he was a soldier, an officer and a gentleman.
He had become a politician playing a particularly dirty
brand of politics, and he had neither the courage, the de-
cency, nor the manhood to protest the manhandling of men
under his command. The records of the PC itself veveal
the depths of degradation to which this chocolate sol-
dier turned politician had sunk. From the files of the PC
we read the following wire addressed to Ramos:
DU20 V DVC20 NR 4 —O— 262145 GR CLR
FM ZC FVZ CEBU CITY
TO GEN RAMOS GHQ PC
CITE SVC

“FOL RUSH TELEGRAM FM SEC EVANGELISTA
RECD TODAY OCT TWO SIX BY HIS EXCELLENCY
PRESIDENT QUIRINO QUOTE FOL TELEGRAM AD-
DRESSED TO YOU RECD TODAY FM GOV GALLE-
GO OF CAM SUR REQUOTE GEN RAMOS LAST MON-
DAY ASGD CAPT VELARDE COMDR IN ACCORDANCE
OUR JOINT REQUEST APPROVED BY YOUR EXCEL-
LENCY YESTERDAY BUT ANOTHER COMDR COL
DE LEON ASSUMED OFFICE STOP CONSIDER NEW
ARRANGEMENT COMPLETE SABOTAGE AGAINST
PARTY STOP REQUEST YOUR EXCELLENCY IMDTLY
ORDER GEN RAMOS REASGN CAPT VELARDE AS
COMDR FOR GOOD SERVICE UNQUOTE SGD EVAN-
GELISTA PARA PRESIDENT DESIRES THAT CAPT
VELARDE BE ASGD AS PROVI, COMDR CAM SUR
ORIGINALLY ARRANGED PD SGD LAURO HERNAN-
DEZ PARA GEN RAMOS AYE WAS PERSONALLY
PRESENT WHEN PRES QUIRINO DICTATED THIS
RADIOGRAM SIR IN THE ROOM OF GOV CUENCOS
HOUSE END SGD OPPUS.”
TOR 262210 RM/XR

And here is another wire sent to Ramos by Governor
Gallego of Camarines Sur:
HPC V PCM NR 3632 AM 38 PAID — URGENT -—
NAGA CITY OCT 27/49
GEN RAMOS GHQ PC CC QC

“MADRIGAL WIRED YOUR APPROVAL IMMED-
IATE RETURN CAPT VELARDE AS COMMANDER
STOP UNLESS YOU ORDER TODAY VELARDE’S RE-
TURN CANDiDATES PRILA MELITON AND MYSELF
WILL ABANDON CAMPAIGN TO CONFER PRESI-
DENT PLS WIRE URGENTLY REPLY. GOVERNOR

GALLEGO.”
TOR 271005 DP/CS HPS TT
And here we find Ramos pathetically protesting to
President Quirino his unswerving loyalty to the Liberal
Party:
CofC
27 OCTOBER 1949
CLEAR
RUSH
7383
FROM: GHQ PC SGD RAMOS
TO: PC LEYTE
PASS TO: HIS EXCELLENCY
PRESIDENT QUIRINO
TACLOBAN, LEYTE
“RECEIVED RADIOGRAM TRANSMITTING MES-
SAGE OF GOV GALLEGO TO SEC EVANGELISTA
REGARDING ASSIGNMENT PRVL COMDR CAMARI-
NES SUR PD AYE PROTEST VIGOROUSLY AGAINST
GOV GALLEGO’S INSINUATION MY SABOTAGING
PARTY PD FOR YOUR INFO AM NOT AWARE OF ANY
RECENT ARRANGEMENT WITH GOV GALLEGO TO
HAVE CAPT VELARDE ACT AS PRVL COMDR OF
CAMARINES SUR PD IF GOV GALLEGO IS GENTLE-

- MAN ENOUGH INSTEAD OF ACCUSING ME OF SA-

BOTAGING PARTY FOR WHICH AYE HAVE NO REA-
SON OR CAUSE HE SHOULD ADMIT THAT HE HAS
AGREED WITH ME BEFORE TO HAVE COL DE LEON
TAKE CHARGE OF PC OFFICE CAMARINES SUR
WHEN ELECTION TIME IS NEARING AS AYE CON-
SIDER CAPT VELARDE INCOMPETENT TO HOLD
OFFICE PC CAMARINES SUR DURING THIS TIME
PD MEANTIME AM RECALLING COL DE LEON TO
MANILA PD. SGD GENERAL RAMOS.”

. OFFICIAL:

GOZUN

And now, in the wake of the huc and cry raised by
the press following Junsay’s shocking revelations at the
court-martial of Col. Valeriano, this General who has
thus disgraced the military profession, has the effrontery
and the hypoerisy to go through the farce of at last lodg-
ing a protest with the Department of Interior to allay
public indignation.  “The infliction of torture,” the old
hypocrite piously puints out in his letter to the Intelior
Department, “to extort confession is horrible... consider-
ing that it involves fundamental human rights.” And yet,
as far back as October 26, Genera! Ramos already knew
that Captain Junsay and the Nenita soldiers arrested in
WNegros were being tortured, and he had done nothing about
it.

But when his brother-in-law, a retired army officer,
was reported beaten up by Governor Lacson’s special po-
lice a few days ago, Ramos immediately lost no time in
ordering an investigation.

There is strong evidence that the veritable arsenal
of guns supposedly discovered in th¢ Hernaez hacienda were
planted by Governor Lacson’s men themselves with the
full knowledge and connivance of Colonel Navarrete, PC
provincial commander of Negros and known in that prov-
ince as Rafael Lacson’s service dog.

On October 21st, the day following Junsay’'s arrest,
Colonel Navarrete, in a wire to GHQ through the West
Visayan Zone command, listed the firearms confiscated
from the Nenita soldiers as follows:

‘DUC20 V DVC30 NR 5 0 210910 GR 686

FROM PC NEG OCC PROV PC TO ZC WVZ PC PASS
TO TAG GHQ PC

CITE NR ONE FIVE FOUR SIX PD

Report received by this Hq that a group of armed men
were assembled early yesterday morning twenty oct four
nine at Hda of Pedro Hernaez at barrio Naga, Silay this
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Report On The Fight For Benefits

Two significant developments came up during
the last two weeks in connection with the fight of
former Filipinos civilian internees for benefits un-
der the U.S. War Claims Act of 1948.

The first is a cablegram from Rep. Anthony Ca-
valcante (D-Pa), author of the bill which would
grant such benefits, to F. Ben Brillantes, Secret-
ary-General of the Philippine Ex-Political Prison-
ers’ Association expressing optimism about his
measure and the other, a request by the War
Commission to the Philippine Embassy in Wash-
ington for data on Philippine claims. .

The wire of Rep. Cavalcante was in response
to a query from Mr. Brillantes as to the status
of his bill filed last year and which was referred
to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com-
merce where it is presently pending. The Con-

' gressman from Pennsylvania replied that while
no time has yet been fixed by the committee for
hearings on the measure he had high hopes it would
be taken up during the present session. At the
same time he promised his full cooperation in push-
ing through the bill.

The other significant development came in the
form of a request from the Philippine Foreign Af-
fairs Department to the PEPPA for data concern-
ing claims arising from the War Claims Act. These
data were requested by the Commission from the
Philippine embassy in Washington which in turn
asked the home office for help. The request was
later transmitted to the PEPPA which keeps an
up-to-date roster of former civilian internees who
would be benefitted under the provisions of the
Cavalcante bill.

It will be recalled that under Section 8 of the
War Claims Act the Commission is directed to
make a report to the U.S. President for submission
to Congress not later than March 31 this year re-
garding “(1) the estimated number and amount of
such claims, classified by types and categories; and
(2) the extent to which such claims have been
or may be satisfied under international agreements
or domestic or foreign laws.” The Commission
is also empowered to make recommendations for the
satisfaction of the same.

Very fortunately, the PEPPA which was or-
ganized for mutual help among former political
prisoners during the Japanese occupation keeps a
record of its members now numbering around 30,-
000 who stand to benefit under the provisions of
the Cavalcante measure. The secretariat is now
busy compiling its report for transmittal to Wash-
ington through the department of Foreign Affairs.
Significantly, through this report hinges to a large

MRS. GEORGIA L. LUSK
War Claims Commissioner

DAVID N. LEWIS

War Claims Commissioner

extent the passage ol the Cavalcante bill whose
sponsor promised to use the data to bolster the
case for Filipino internees.

Data being compiled by the PEPPA secreta-
riat about its members include among other things,
information regarding capture, imprisonment, in-
terment or entry into hiding and other matters.
They also include the approximate number of claim-
ants and the amounts of their respective claims.

A suggestion was made by Mr. Brillantes to
Rep. Cavalcante to the effect that part of the $23,-
000,000 former assets of the Japanese in the Phil-
ippines and presently being held by the Philippine
Alien Property Administration be earmarked to
pay Filipino claims.

The fight for benefits however will center in
the U.S. Congress this session. Encouraged by the
result of his mission last year, Mr. Brillantes has
been keeping in constant touch with Washington
officials including Ambassador Joaquin M. Elizal-
de who promised everything possible at his com-
mand to help push through the Cavalcante meas-
ure. It will be remembered that without Mr. Eli-
zalde’s help, the Cavalcante bill would not have
been introduced in Congress last year and there-
fore the Filipino envoy considers the legislation
one of his pet projects.

The need of sending a follow-up mission to ap-
pear before the Interstate and Foreign Commerce
Committee when it holds hearings on the bill is
of course recognized by Rep. Cavalcante himself.
For this reason, PEPPA officials are presently
consulting with members to map out plans for the
financing of this mission. This mission, in order
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to be effective, must be in Washington sometime
next month.

The campaign however is not totally confined
in Congress. Other American leaders whose friend-
ship to Filipinos has been demonstrated time and
again have been asked to help in the cause. These
include Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and Gen. Jonathan
M. Wainwright.

The help of these two particularly has been
solicited following reports recently to the effect
that both have co-sponsored a $2,000,000 drive to
aid Philippine civilian and military war casualties.
Separate letters thanking them for their benevo-

lence and asking them to help in the approval of °

the Cavalcante bill were written by Mr. Brillantes.

There are others in Washington who are un-
selfishly doing their bit for the cause. There is
Atty. Vicente Villamin, still considered one of the
most influential Filipinos in the United States who
is making contacts with his American friends in
Congress regarding the measure.

Ultimately adjudication of claims will have to
be made by the War Claims Commission composed
of Daniel Francis Cleary, chairman and Mrs. Geor-
gia L. Lusk and David N. Lewis, members. The
membership however has been reduced to two with
the untimely death in an airplane crash recently
of Mr. Lewis. No successor to his office has yet
been announced in Washington.

Chairman Cleary is well-prepared for the job.
As senior attorney in the Office of Legislation of
the Veterans’ Administration, it was his work to
analyze and report on legislative proposals affect-
ing veterans. One of these proposals became the
War Claims Act of 1948. As Chairman of the Com-
mission it will be up to him to determine who is
and who is not eligible for the benefits under the
act. The months he spent analyzing the law as it
passed through the various stages of the legislative
process will prove to be beneficial to him in car-
rying out his duties.

Claims by Americans and Filipinos who were
former members of the USAFFE are now being
processed by the Commission. It is the hope of
the PEPPA that before long, the War Claims Act
shall have been amended to as to include former
Filipino civilian internees among its beneficiaries.
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has shown to be the best. We have nerpetuated that gov-
crnment in a sacred document, our Constitution. In no
other time in the past and perhaps in no other time in
our future as a nation and as a people, have we ever and
will we ever feel the importance and the need of u Consti-
tution in these years of our political, social and economic
adolesce Our destination will be at the end of the
path which we are now blazing. Our acts today will be
precedents of the future. Even our sins and abuses now
may be assimilated into the background and perpetuated

into customs. The generations of tomorrow shall look back
upon the march that we have begun and which we now
lead and I fervently hope that they shall not find a tor-
tuous, dusty and bloody trail that we may leave behind
as our meagre, miserable contribution to a proud and glor-
ious lineage. Today on this occasion, I thank Divine Prov-
idence that, having implored His aid, we have a great
Constitution which embodies our ideals and guides us to
secure to ourselves and our posterity the “blessings of in-
dependence under a regime of justice, liberty, and democ-
racy”.

racy”. —Speech delivered before the Philippine Leuwycrs
Association on Constitution Day, Feb. 8, 1950.



PERSONALITIES I N

NEWS.....

V.P. FERNANDO LOPEZ did
a ycoman's job of Philippines
affairs during the brief absence
of President Quiriro. His main
concentration presently is the
reorganization and streamlin-
ing of government enterprises
preparatory to full-scale indus-
trialization of the country.

DAVID LILIENTHAL, chair-
man of the U.S. Atomic Ener-
gy Commission vresigned his
important post last month.
Exact reasons for the action
of the atomic authority was not
revealed. At the time of his
resignation, the United States
was faced with the decision to
embark on the production of tha
much-ballyhooed hydrogen bomb,
reportedly under production in
Soviet Russia.

AIGER HISS for a while oc-
cupicd the news limelight in
the United States during his
now-famous perjury trial, in
connection with his espionage
activities. He was sentenced io
five years imprisonment by the
federal ccurt in New York for
denying under oath having
transmitted government secrets
a Soviet spy ring through one
Whitaker Chambers.

NORTH ATLANTIC NATIONS

signed recently a joint defense pact in formal ceremonies in Wash

ington. Important figures during the signing of the agrcement were (left to right) Ambassador

Henri Bonnet of France, Seeretary of State Dean Acheson of the United
I'ranks of Great Britain.
000,000 worth in U.S. arms and equipment.
lands, Luxembourg and Norway.

Under the treaty the N

States, and Sir Oliver
rth Atlantic nations were to receive $1,000,-
Other signatories were Italy, Denmark, Belgium, Nether-
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CARLOS P. ROMULO

tered men

I BRING the voice of bold, unfet-
The voice that will not die

Through this and ages still to be
The price be fire or blood.

Sweeping the [ull extent of history,

Its substance, immanent, sublime,

Imparts the answer to our kind being
here,

Not like the savage brute
Bereft of faith or hope,
But standing up to God

Within the harmony of space and
time. ...
If troubled hands should scck to mute

Its accents firm and clear
That men and women free
Might circumscribe their ken
Within the narrow scope

Of prejudice and hate,

Then all their doubt and fear
Spread by relentless hordes
Secking but Mammon’s gain,
Can by unfaithful words
Becloud and descerate

Its mandate but in vain.

Ere Man devised his rule of Law
To rcaffirm the higher and divine,
Ere mosque or synagoguc or shrine
Took root upon this earth,
This voice was heard in awe
By human cars perverse,
And then he saw the birth

Of Truth that spanned the universe. .
Out of the mealstrom of the clements,

Jte Vsice Of Liberty

By General CARLOS P. ROMULO

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following poem of General Carlos
P. Romulo, Philippine Ambassador Extraordinary and Ple-
nipotentiary to the United Nations, and currently president
of the UN General Assembly, was featured by the Satur-
day Review of Literature in its January 14, 1950 issue. In
reprinting the poem, the Manila Guardian hopes to project the
thoughts of the foremost k of the Philippi
and for mankind—today, and to pay tribute. to the man,
whom  future generations may rightly call World
Citizen No. 1.

Resounding with the force Across the shadowland of dismal years;
O ruthless hurricanes,

It camc to strike and lash
At dungcon gates of stecl
Tearing into the paths
Of empires, to reverse

‘The misdirected ¢ourse

Dark memorics of youth
Betrayed in senseless wars,

Of men who gave their blood
To serve ambitions mad—
These only, and the tears,

Of bitterness remain

Ol tyrannics that tried to crush For little things hard won. ...
‘The guiltless in their chains, So much is gone, so much of peace,
?nd hold bazl:‘ ‘;nl‘t‘ille‘{r wraths Of love, of light, of truth

- In cach rcmembered death;

Across the distant meadow plains Yet,ere the sighings cease,

Of Runnymede, where Common Man, War’s foul and searing brcath

Roused from the anguish of his hearth, May burn the land again

Laid down the Charter of his will Where heavy iron bars
- . Of cults and creeds are down
That all his pcers who bore And sullen fronticrs frown
The cross of Arrogance Upon a world in fears. . ..

Might live and slave no more; i
Then once again the potent power
Into the iron cells of the Bastille
That makes the eagle soar

Where despots came in ire Above the highest peak,
Their victims to disgorge; Beyond the lfar:_hc“ ;k)';
Will strike t tal
Over the battlefields of Bunker Hill, Folr (lsu:-;ecwh:w?)t?ld dz‘:;,
Of Concord, Valley Forge; The freedom of the mind;
Against the cannon and the fire And sternly, bold, unfettered men,
That thundered through Bataan By word of tongue or pen,
And paved the foc’s advance In terms of Truth will speak,
On proud Corregidor— As they have done before,
It swept to bring rebirth The faith of Humankind;

While multitudes, unchained and free,

I . e Will wave the battleflags and sing

I'o dying sacraments. ... The Hymn of Liberty....

I'he thunder and the crash are gonc ‘I'his be the immortal Voice I bring—
Leaving but ugly scars The Voice that will not die.

T'o muted faiths, and renaissance
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/ELIAS and SALOME

By Am. F.

Most of us are acquainted with Dr. Jose Ri-
zal’s classical novel Noli Me Tangere finished in
Berlin on February 21, 1887. This volume is ac-
claimed as the “Filipino Bible of Nationalism” and
the “most precious relic of the free Filipino peo-
ple.”

What the average reader is not so familiar with
is the fact that there was an unpublished chapter
from the original Noli Me Tangere manuscript en-
titled Elias and Salome.

This chapter was written in the handwriting
of the author. The pages of this particular part
were lined with blue-pencil by Rizal without a num-
ber of the chapter to indicate it from the other
chapters. While Rizal was in Berlin, he used to re-
write portions of his novel, and even deleted para-
graphs and chapters to improve it.

This chapter deals mainly with the love af-
fair of Elias, one of the principal characters of
the novel, and Salome, the embodiment of Filipina
beauty and modesty like Maria Clara as portrayed
by Rizal. It also depicts the sincerity of their love
affair and the entangling circumstances that sealed
their fate, leading them to poignant parting.

Mr. Charles Derbyshire, an ardent Rizaliana
scholar who translated Rizal’s two novels, the Noli
Me Tangere and El Filibusterismo, and some of his
poems, explained why Elias and Salome was deleted
from the original manuscript.

With regard to this chapter, he wrote: “In
the original manuscript, this chapter appears im-
mediately after Chapter XXI1V, In the Woods, but
it was blue-pencilled and lacks a number such as
the others have in pencil evidently for the printer’s
guidance, the next successding chapter being so
marked XXV... After a careful consideration of
various sound artistic reasons for striking it out,
and in deference to the author’s clearly-indicated
wish, for he personally super-intended the print-
ing of the first edition published, this chapter was
not included in the complete English version, The
Social Cancer, the endeavor therein being to pre-
sent the finished work exactly as the author him-
self finally issued it... In the preceding chapter,
a party of picnickers had been roughly broken in
upon a squad of civil guards searching for the
outlaw Elias. Salome is a character not even hint-
ed in any part of the story or the movel (Italics
mine).”

Here is a brief translation of the chapter en-
titled Elias and Salome which Rizal wrote as a
continuation of Chapter XXIV:

\

PAREDES

The civil guards that disturb the picnickers are
looking for the outlaw Elias everywhere. If they
had gone to a picturesque hut near the lake, they
would have found what they sought. On the ba-
talan of the hut, a girl of about seventeen to twenty
years is busy sewing a camisa of bright colors. She
is attractive and beautiful, but her beauty is like
the flowerete that grow wild not attracting atten-
tion at first glance, but rather flowerets whose beau-
ty are revealed when we examine them carefully.

Now and again, she would watch the lake,
waiting for the arrival of Elias. Suddenly, she
heard footsteps. She laid aside her sewing and

" waited patiently beside the bamboo stairway. Elias

appeared carrying a bundle of firewood and a
bunch of bananas which he placed on the floor
while he handed a wriggling dalag to Salome.

Salome opened the conversation: “I thought
you would come by water, Elias.”

“I couldn’t, Salome,” replied Elias in a re-
pressed tone. “The falua has come and is patrol-
{ing the lake. There’s a man in it who knows me.”

Salome noticed in his features and actions that
he was sad. Deep in her heart, she knew that
Elias was being sought by the authorities. She
asked other matters to make it indifferent, some-
thing about the girls—pretty ones at the picnic.
He told her they were many and among them was
Maria Clara, the sweetheart of a rich young man
who had just arrived from Europe.

Then he arose, and spoke in a low tone:
“Good-by, Salome. The sun is setting and, as you
think, it won’t do for the people’s hereabouts to
say that the night overtook me here—but you've
been crying. Don't deny it with your smile, you've
been crying.”

Salome was crying simply because she was
sad at leaving this house where she was born and
reared. She explained to him: “Because it’s not
right for me to live alone. I’ll go to live with my
relatives in Mindoro. Soon I'll be able.to pay the
debt my mother left me when she died... to give
up this house in which one was born and has grown
up is something more than giving up a half of
one’s being. A typhoon will come, a freshet, and
everything will go into the lake.” .

Elias remained speechless for a moment, then
held her hands and asked her: “Have you heard
any one speak ill of you? No? Have I sometimes
worried you? Not that either? Then you are tired
of my friendship and want to drive me away...”

(Continued on page ae)
. IF
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The Case of Capt. Junsay

(Continued from page 9)

province. A combired patrol of PC and temporary police-
men led by Captain Infante with the armored car was
sent to verify and take action. The patrol apprehended
the following: Capt Diosdado Junsay, CO *‘C” Company,
1st PC bn Combat Team, S/Sgt Angelico Arante, Cpl Eva-
risto Anoos, Cpl Maximo de la Cruz, Pvt Elpidio Saron,
Pfc Jose Gemenia, Pfc Constancio Miranda, Pfc Pacifico
Manuel, T/Sgt Guillermo Cuevas, Cpl Claudio Divino, all
of “C” Company; Cpl Prudencio Centeno, Cpl Blandino
Frias, Cpl Teodorico de Guzman, T/Sgt Pedro Gutierrez,
T-Sgt Simplicio Dumbrique, Sgt Arturo Atienza, Sgt Ve-
nancio Parolan, T-Sgt Antonio Quintos, S-Sgt Efren Bugia,
T-Sgt Paulino Miranda, S-Sgt Fernandino Tamontamon all
of 5-2 Section, 1st Pc Bn Combat Team and nine civilians
namely Alfred M lan, Seb a, Amador Mo-
lanoday, Felipe Salvador, Pablo Fuentes, Angeles Magba-
nua, Bernardo Herrera, Cesar Tesoro, and Jose Tarrosa all
of this province.

Following firearms werc confiscated from Pfc Cons—
tancio Miranda: one (1) pistol cal 45; Pvt Elpidio Sa-
ron, 1 pistol” cal 45; T-Sgt Simplicio Dumbrique, one (1)
revolver commando type cal 38; and Cpl Teodorico de
Guzman, one (1) pistol cal 45, (1) new grease gun with
one loaded magazine owner unknown, and several rounds
of ammunitions cal 45 and 30 cal. carbine found in their
individual bag and suit cases. Pedro Gutierrez, Efren Bu-
y2 and Bernardino Tamontamon claimed to have been in
this province since 15 Oct 49 as security guards of Ped-
ro Hernaez upon instruction of Lt Col Valeriano. The
above three enlisted men have been staying at the resi-
dence of Hernaez at Bacolod City. At 0700 hours, 20
Oct 49 said three Em rode in the car of Emilio Infante
and joined their comrades at the Hda of Hernaez at Na-
ga, Silay. Captain-Junsay with 9 Em from his unit and
8 Em from the S-2 Sec. 1st PC Bn Combat Team ar-
rived at Pulupandan, Neg Occ 0400 hrs yesterday via
PNP Boat submarine chaser. From Pulupandan, Captain
Junsay with 17 proceeded to Hacienda of Hernaez at Na-
gga, Silay arriving thereat on or about 0600 hours. At
0700 hours, above officers and Em were joined by the
three (3) Em mentioned. Captain Junsay and 17
Em claimed to ®be on emergency pass. Their
presence at the Hda of Hernaez is due to the invitation
extended by Hernaez to Captain Junsay while in Manila.
Captain Junsay and these Em claimed to have boarded
the PNP boat at Dewcy Boul d on
of Lt Col Valeriano. Above officer and Em are now un-
der custody pending inyestigation of their presence at the
Hda of Hernaez together with 12 armed Tagalogs and
11 armed Visayans. These Tagalogs and Visayans have
escaped during the raid with their arms. Provincial Fis-
cal this Province is conducting his investigation to deter-
mine their criminal liabilities. Request verification of
the allegation of these PC personnel and their authority to
stay in this province. Sgd. NAVARRETE.

RECEIVED: 211446

These were the only weapons found when the Nenita
boys were arrested. But later on, the detained soldiers
‘were photographed with a veritable arsenal of tommyguns
and grease guns heaped in front of them, the same guns
supposedly discovered in the Hernaez hacienda. These
planted weapons, together with the confessions of “guilty”
extracted from the defendants by torture were used as
a pretext and a justification for the reign of terror that
followed in Negros Occidental.

On November 22, thirty-three days after his arrest,
ga, Silay arriving thereat on or about 0600 hours. At
Junsay received a visit from Colonel Navarrete. Navar-

- all the petty satraps of tyranny are cast.

rete gave Junsay a package of Camel clga\retes and cas-
vally inquired about his health.

“Are you alright, now?” Navarrete asked Junsay.

When Junsay arrived in Manila on November 24, Na-
varrete was at the airport to receive him with a group
of Lacson’s special thugs. “Don’t involve me,” Navar-
rete warned Junsay, “because if you ever return to Neg-
ros you will be liquidated.”

What an officer and a gentleman this Colonel Na-
varrete is! General Alberto Ramos must be very proud
of him!

And as for Lacson’s hoodlums, one has to look to the
gangsters of Nazi Germany and to the pithecoid savages
of Japan for examples o match the bestial cruelty, the
physical sadism with which they have treated their help-
less prisoners. Nowhere in the Philippines has the de-
liberate degradation of man been so thoroughly systemized
as by Lacson’s special police. Animals in the jungle kill
only when they are hungry or attacked; they derive no
pleasure from mutilating their victims. Lacson’s special
police apparently enjoyed inflicting torture on their vic-
tims, watching them with relish as they squirmed in agony
and screamed.

These are a new breed of men, the matrix in which
We have known
the type during the Japanese occupation, and all of us
have experienced the chilling horror of living under a re-
gime in which liberty and life itself lay at the caprice
of men from this mould. We had thought that never again,
after the defeat of fascism, would we see men like these.
They give us a grim idea of the forces that we must cope
with if we are to preserve real democracy in the Philippines.

But let us resume: In Manlla, Junsays body showed

telitale marks of vicious He

of pains. Two of his ribs, he said, were broken. He limp-
ed when he walked. He was photographed by a “Daily
Mirror” photographer sitting in front of the mess hall

of the Central Luzon Headquarters at Camp Dilliman,
He could not be investigated at the time because, as the
“Daily Mirror” put it, “he was unable to negotiate the
distance from his quarters at the Dilliman mess hall to
the investigator’s office, a distance of about 150 meters.”

Junsay was confined at the V. Luna Hospital, but not
even his wife and relatives could visit him until after two
days. His case was described as highly confidential. And
it must be a highly confidential case indeed when the
Chief of the Constabulary himself, General Alberto Ramos,
refused to be bothered at the time he was informed that
one of his officers was being tortured in Bacolod by ci-
vilians in the employ of the provincial governor. It must
be a confidential case indeed when the President of the
Republic, who is the commander-in-chief of all the armed
forces, apprised of the torture being administered to Cap-
tain Junsay, chose to keep his peace and made no move to
find out for himself if his government’s agents had revert-
ed to atrocities to gain their ends.

After the election was “won,” a Philippine Army plane
was sent to Negros to bring Captain Junsay to Manila.
The Negros authorities refused to release Junsay with-
out the previous approval of Governor Lacson.

On November 24, Captain Junsay was finally brought
to Manila, and the whole ugly and revolting story of how
he and the Nenita soldiers had been brutally manhandled
and subjected to all sorts of indignity came out. It was a
story to curdle the blood, a story out of the Japanese oc-
cupation, a story that could only have come from the Dark
Ages when man was still a savage and a brute.

There were two things that Captain Junsay revealed
upon his arrival. He repudiated his confession of guilt,
shouting to all the world that he had no part in the alleged
conspiracy to commit sedition, and charged his tormentors



Page 16

THE MANILA GUARDIAN

March, 1950

with having obtained his confession by brute force. He
named Governor Lacson as the instigator of his torture.
He pointed to a certain Ramos, head of the governor's spe-
cial policemen, to the chauffeur and two sons of the Gov-
ernor as the actual leaders of the thugs who had man-
handled him,

Junsay was arrested on October 20. For two weeks,
14 days and nights of bloodstained blackness and despair
in which the outside world had ceased to exist, Junsay
was beaten, clubbed with rifle and pistol butts, punched
and kicked by his inquisitors until he had to spit blood
continuously. He was thrown in jail in his battered con-
dition, without medical aid. and nursed only by his fellow
prisoners.

On the very day of his arrest he was told that Col.
Navarrete wanted to see him. Instead he was taken by
Governor Lacson's special police to the house of Hernaez
in Bacolod and there questioned and systematically man-
handled for more than two hours. During the inquisition,
fists would crash repeatedly into his face. Kicks and pis-
tol and carbine butts expertly wiclded would send him
sprawling to the floor. Hands would pick him up, and
every time he straightened, a knee would smash into his
abdomen. He was beaten and clubbed mercilessly, until he
collapsed.

From there, Junsay was hrought to the provincial jail
where Colonel Navarrete condescended to visit him. Jun-
say begged his superior officer that he be placed under
the latter’s custody to avoid further manhandling. Navar-
rete’s answer was that he was going “to consult Governor
Lacson.”” While Navarrete was presumably consulting the
governor, Junsay was thrown in solitary, and despite the
fact that he was bleeding continuously, and could not walk
as a result of the beatings he had received, he was refused
medical attention.

The next morning, T.acson’s special police took him to
the provincial fiscal and there at the point of guns shower-
ed him with abuse and told him he would be killed unless
he said what they wanted him to say. Incidentally, this
same provincial fiscal. according to Junsay, actively, part-
icipated in the maltreatment of the Nenita boys.”

Close to the breaking point, Junsay finally gave the
statement they demanded of him, and again begged that
he be placed under the custody of Colonel Navarrete.
Again, Navarrete's answer was that he was going to con-
sult Governor Lacson first.”

Later on, Junsay was taken to the barracks of the
43rd PC Co., where he was given a glass of milk—he could
not even eat solid food: the inside of his mouth and his
gums were shattered and his lips torn and lacerated from
the blows he had received in the face.

While Junsay was lying semi-conscious, Colonel Asis-
tio, C bulary chief of intelli i by
Captain Marcelo, visited him. These two worthies, in the
presence of Lacson's special policemen, advised Junsay to
admit that he was in Negros for the purpose of organizing
combat teams for the Nacionalistas. “They wanted to dis-
credit Colonel Valeriano and ruin his army career,” Junsay
said, “and they forced me to sign a statement on pain of
committing me back to the provincial jail and leaving me
at the mercy of Lacson's special police. They said I was
going to be taken for a ride and killed while conveniently
trying to escape.”

Junsay also disclosed, and this has been confirmed by
the Nenita men, that one of the soldiers who had formerly
served under Asistio, half-paralyzed from the waist down
because of blows administered at the base of his spine
with carbine butts, dragged himself towards Asistio’s feet
and piteously begged him to intervene. Asistio refused.

The next night, Captain Orlanes and Major Ancajas
of the 43rd woke up Junsay around midnight and inform-

ed him that on orders of Colonel Navarrete, he was going
to be brought.back to the provincial jail. Junsay was car-
ried in an army cot—he could not walk due to his injuries
—and loaded aboard an army truck by Lacson’s special
policemen. On the way to the provincial jail, his escorts
amused themselves by hitting him with the butts of their
carbines and alternately threatening and taunting him.

At the provincial jail, they turned upside down the
army cot on which Junsay was lying, dumped him on the
ground, and he lay sprawling, proceeded to jump on his
chest and stomach, and beat and kicked him until he lost
consciousness. When Junsay came to at about 4 in the
morning, he found himself stretched in the visiting room
of the provincial hospital. The special police guarding him
passed the time taunting their helpless victim, cursing him,
kicking him and spitting on him. Junsay begged the prov-
incial warden to place him in solitary confinement so as to
avoid further beatings and humiliation, and the warden
humanely granted the request.

For two days, Junsay's tormentors left him alone. He
asked for medical attention but his request was refused.
‘When his captors felt that he was sufficiently strong, they
dragged him with curses and kicks to the provincial capitol
where one of Governor Lacson's trusted men, Maneng Diaz,

_a former spy for the Jap during the occupation, practiced

on Junsay's battered body the refinements of torture he
had learned from his former Jap masters. For one hellish
hour, Junsay suffered the torments of the damned until
mercifully, he fainted. When he woke up, he was made to
sign papers the contents of which he didn’t even know.

“No one under a democracy,” Junsay says with bitter-
ness, “was treated so barbarously as I was treated. I was
kicked and beaten like a dog.”

This is the case of Captain Junsay, and it is a strong
indictment against our government. If the press had not
kept asking, and asking whether Junsay was still alive
or dead, he would not be around today. And no ques-
tions would have been officially asked.

Captain Junsay was mauled and maimed on suspi-
cion. The ordinary guarantees vouschafed by the Cons-
titution were denied him. A military officer, he was a
victim of his own organization’s perfidy. He was tor-
tured and allowed to remain in torture, to help justify
a reign of fraud and terrorism in Negros Occidental that
made certain victory in the elections. It is only the kind
of government we have today, this government that ap-
parently worships force and ignores justice, that can to-
lerate the infamy which is the Junsay case.

We speak of democracy without end, and yet we close
our eyes to the most flagrant violation of democratic prin-
ciples. We rant about internal peace and unity, and yet
let go unpunished those who are responsible for internal
chaos. We refer to the Constitution as a sacred docu-
ment, and yet those of us who should lead the people in
assuring respect for the Constitution are the very per-
sons who exhibit an absolute disregard for it.

Take Governor Lacson. What manner of creature is
he? Here is a man who has sworn to perform his official
duties conscientiously and according to the laws of the
land. And yet in his blind subservience to the men whom
he serves, he would lend himself to the perpetration of
election frauds, for the persecution of his fellow men, for
violent assaults on all who do not share his perverted prin-
ciples.

For the duration of the election period, Governor
Rafael Lacson pledged his loyalty to his presidential can-
didate and openly boasted that his will would be obeyed
in his province by anybody and everybody. He mobilized
special guards and freely spent government money to-
ward this end. He committed one abuse after another,
dumped his official dignity to the ashcan, sacrificed com-
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mon feelings of for a d ge, and

in every respect discredited the govelnment which he rep-
resents.

And yet today, Governor Lacson is still a hero to this
government. If a man completely devoid of high princi-
ples, totally without shame, ruled by his savage hunger
for power and not by his sense of righteousness—if such
a man can remain a hero for long to this government,
what sort of government do we have anyway?

Gentlemen of this Congress, we are the direct repre-
sentatives of the people, and it is our sacred duty to res-
tore the people’s faith and confidence in their government.

The case of Captain Junsay involves a clear and
fundamental violation of the Revised Penal Code and the
most cherished hbemes gualanteetl by the Constitution.
I h as the ative investigation of this case
has only been belatedly ordered, and the participation
of members of the C bulary in the despicable beating
of their fellow officer and comrade in arms creates doubts
in the public mind as to the impartiality of an administra-
tive investigation, this Congress should see to it that-a
separate congressional probe be instituted.

This Congress has the power to supervise the exe-
cution of executive functions, the duty to enact legis-
lation to implement and protect thc rights guaranteed by
our Constitution, and the obligatior to turn the spotlight
of public opinion on current events, for as James Ma-
dison has said, in the final analysis, the chief palladium
of constitutional liberty is the people whose representa-
tives we are, the people who are the authors of this bless-
ing must also be its guardians, and their eyes must be
ready to mark, their voice to denounce aggression on the
authority of their constitution.

This House cannot allow such barbaric practice as
those employed in the Junsay case to continue. I there-
fore ask and so move that a committee of five be created,
two of them to be appointed by the Speaker under nomina-
tion of the minority party and three under nomination of
the majority party with full powers to investigate the case
of Captain Junsay and his men, and the prevalence of
the practice of extorting confessions by force by law en-
forcing agencies of the country, to determine and fix the
responsibility therefor, and to report the results of its
investigation to the House with recommendations concern-
ing the measure to be adopted to implement the constitu-
tion rights of our people.

Elias. . . (Continued from page 14)
“No, don’t talk like that. I am not tired of
your friendship. God knows that I am satisfied
with my lot. I only desire health that I may
work. I don’t envy the rich, their wealth, but...”

‘‘But what?”

“Nothing—I envy them nothing so long as I
have your friendship.”

‘“Salome,” replied the youth with bitter sor-
row. “You know my cruel past and that my mis-
fortune is not my work. If it were not for the
fatality which at times makes of the love of my
parents with bitterness, if it were not that I don’t
want my children to suffer what my sister and I
suffered, you would have been my wife in the eyes
of God. But for the sake of this very love, for the
sake of this future family, I have sworn to end
with myself the misfortune that we have been in-
heriting from father to son, and it is better that

(Continued on page 22)
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THE FIFTH POWER

During the first days of the Occupation, Nippon propa-
ganda painted glowing accounts of the exploits of the Japa-
nese forces throughout the course of their ephemeral con-
quest in South East Asia.

‘We may say that the Japanese, like their German col-
leagues, always took special concern in filming the authen-
tic achievements of their strength for war.

‘With such news in motion picture, they nourished the po-
pular mind and in this manner, well-nigh, succeeded
in maintaining high the morale of their people—until the
sudden collapse of Fascism took place in Europe and Jap-
anese Imperialism in the Far East.

Thus we have seen, for instance, the dramatic surren-
der of the English General Percival, the gallant defender
of Singapore, in the presence of the arrogant and severe
Gen. Yamashita, the well-known “Tiger of Malaya” who
was subsequently “tamed in the Philippines.”

We were really terrified by the merciless surprise at-
tack at Pearl Harbor at the break of day on Dec. 7, 1941 by a
suicide squadron of Nippon plane bombers that carried out
the savage onslaught while Pearl Harbor was still asleep.

It cannot be denied that these striking events, narrat-
ed to our people in the light of facts, brought about the de-
moralization in the passive resistance of the Filipinos, still
conscious of their inevitable defeat in an unequal fight.

In fact, not so few of their most prominent citizens
came to swear allegiance afterwards—perhaps against their
best wishes—before the powerful invaders of the Philippines,
persuaded to a sure belief that the Americans shall never re-
turn.

At that time we already saw the fall of the Philippines,
and soon after this, we learned of the capture of Singapore

and other British possessions in the Far East while Hollan-
dia and even Burma fell likewise before the irresistible Ja-
panese assault.

Many prominent Filipinos were entirely convinced of the
fact that the Japanese were really inured to war and could
win the strife at least in the Far East, and they predicted
that the war would last so long with disastrous effects for
both powerful nations: the United States and the Japanese
Empire.

Now, it is clear that they were not so accurate in their
mathematical processes upon the final outcome of the war in
the Orient. But, is it really illicit for those Filipinos of men-
tal fortitude to demand their political independence before
the then masters of the situation who have conquered the
Philippines by superior force?

Is it high treason of unsung heroism?

The kinetoscope, as an excellent means of effective
propaganda, is of limitless possibilities to win a cause.

Shortly before the war broke out, Charlie Chaplin, the
wealthy American movie actor noted for his ludicrous style,

By LUDWIG S. ADAMS

almost single-handed, flattened Fascism in the United
States.

This is paradoxical.

The American people were divided then into two camps
on the burning question of isolation of the United States to-
ward the European turmoil.

Charles Lindbergh, the young idol at that time of the
American public, had already approached the microphone ad-
vocating the isolation of the United States.

On the other hand, Benito Mussolini and Adolph Hitler
had reached the summit of their total power and the whole
world was in intense affliction for the war that was about
to break out into a flaming fury.

And Charlie Chaplin, suddenly, split everyone’s side
with laughter when he came to stage himself, with his little
mustache, as the “Dictator”.

In short, the famous American movie-actor who holds
the distinction of having been decorated with the I'rench Le-
gion of Honor, succeeded, unquestionably, to portray vividly
the evils of dictatorship before the general public.

The U. S. State Department had fully realized the capi-

. tal importance of the movies in relation t¢ what we call

PROPAGANDA.

A series of veritable accounts on the activ.:‘es of for-
eign espionage and other underground elements and the cor-
responding heroism of upright and dauntless public servants
in bringing to light so great and cleverly contrived conspira-
cies have already been filed in the archives of the State De-
partment in beautiful Hollywood productions.

A sound and reliable motion picture instills in our mind
great things.

We still recall “The Sign of the Cross,” the artistic
“Quo Vadis” and the “Last Days of Pompeii” truthful re-
productions of the classic acon when the Christian tenet
came forth to achieve victory over paganism.

Nowadays, we use to hear still from the severe lips of
many partial critics that the movies have led many of our
young men and women into perdition.

They pronounce to be wrong such immoral acts in many
a Hollywood production.

It must be pointed out, however, that a sinful act, for
instance, in a convincing argument is not to be omitted, in-
deed, or we should disfigure and disguise in its fairness the
naked truth.

‘We really believe that to fight the evil it is necessary
for us to know it perfectly.

Finally, it is well known that in a democratic form of
government there are three powers, to wit, the Executive,
the Legislative and the Judicial. It is said that the Press is
the fourth power. If it is true that the movies agitate the
popular mind and may as well develop and cultivate mental-
ly and morally the toiling masses, we must admit then that
the movies constitute in a democracy THE FIFTH POWER.

Compliments of

ROCES HERMANOS, INC.

Operators of the IDEAL THEATRE
MANILA
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“THE RAMPARTS WE WATCH”

By F. B. FABROS'
Capt. Inf. (RES)

HAT the Philippine Republic is geographically and
politically within the contagion of any likely war of
world scope, is widely the accepted notion that greatly in-
fluence our insular defense mindedness. Because the
possibility of an involving war has not yet dimmed from
our current horizon and its threat is as real a thing as
Communism, our position leaves us no choice but to grow
a defense establishment. And this we have been doing out
of what the Republic inherited in military appertenance
from the late C Ith of the Philippi

Our army reserve system found life in 1936 under the
National Defense Act approved December 21, 1935. It is
predicated on the concept of an adequately figured and
trained civilian reserve to rally around and back up a
small compatible regular force that is the composite of
all arms and services. It is not a perfect ideal but it is
the next best thing in defense permitted by our financial
circumstance in the absence of and in our inability to
run continually an expensive regular force of a prepon-
derance and containing effectiveness that may allow us
enough of the invaluable time we nesd meanwhile
that we organize, arm and stage new divisions to score
the telling decision in an active hostility.

The ption and inui i of our re-
gular and reserve forces to the relative standard, in size
and capability, that we would like to see them from year to
year is not without a great strain to our national coffer.
Closely as it can be figured out from past fiscal budgets,
23 to 26¢ for every peso of tax collected is paid to defense
annually. Still, with all these troubles and sufferance that
we forego, we can’t boast of any claim to even only what
may be considered a poor approach to impregnability. This,
perhaps, gives those who would rather champion a state
of neutrality for any form of defense spending their one
and biggest argument.

But then, be it that we can’t get close to attaining
such a warding perfection, impregnability is only a rela-
tive conception upon the certain state of which even those
who believe they possess it can’t be so sure they have it.
Where it was one time thought possible of achievement,
it now becomes a mere phantom of the great military
bastions before 1941. Where it was one time a prized
gift of defense many a nation may feel secure at the like
of having it, this thing of yesterday has run out of all its
quality of any practical containment that no country now,
not even the United States of America, can claim to a
possession of this prized estate and rest comforted by it.
All at once the life and meaning of impregnability is sub-
consciously projected into the mind of even the most isola-
tionist of states as a thing possible of attainment only on
the concept of a global inter-defense scheme zmong nations
where each country in a group has to share & task and do
its utmost for the common group defense to counter the
aggresive manifestation of another group. No doubt, the
Philippines is with the Democracies. This gives us a vital
responsibility we owe to ourselves and the entire group that
well serves as the unassailable reason and native will to
our continuing defense payments where the thought of self-
impregnability we cannot own should not be a precursor of

the rebellious influence of doubtfulness and indecision ir
our efforts at preparedness.

There are those of us who grew a feeling for an ideal
state of neutrality similar or close to a counterpart of
Switzerland. It is argued that in this wise, besides avoiding
the and ugly of belligerence, the
Republic can save every centavo from all items of defense
in our yearly budget to be diverted to more vital and pro-
ductive channels of activity. This is a haven to a losing
optimist which sadly cannot be encouraged because of the
willful dictate of the order of our age when totalitarian
motif renders all hope for a state of neutrality untenable.

- Switzerland has the fortune of being the exception to this

world order by mere accident of convenience not entirely
her own but as profitably shared by powers at war: She
is, in an all-embracing hostility, the anciently established
gaming table where warring states may deal their cards
in all sorts of diplomatic negotiations, intrigues, and pro-
paganda that they could not otherwise project but thru
neutral quarters. By any other reason, that enviable
mountain of peace is as open to the hungry jaw of hostile
design. Remote as it is for the Philippines to be another
Bwitzerland without disowning our Occidental upbringings
and native sympathy for things democratic and catholie, it
is now more so remote with the promise of Clark Field and
Olongapo to any power apathetic to any form of Ameri-
canism in our side of this globe.

These two adversions the reverse pavels of which
others are prone to utilize as the arguments against are the
very solid reasons for the undeviating wisdom of the re-

ption and impr of the C wealth blueprint
of defense by the Republic. The presentation of these
points, however, is not so much to justify that which al-
ready exist and is being undertaken as it is to find the
advice for the need of ferreting out our growing want for
a ready capacity to stage a general mobilization. This
brings us straight to the tract of the subject matter of this
article.

The E: ive Implication of Mobili: — From an
active nucleus provided by our small regular standing ar-
my to the actual transformation of our defense forces out
of our civilian reserves into divisions and task groups of
battle effectiveness in the face of actual armed campaigns,
the institution of a general mobilization of cur man and
material is the draw bridge between. Mobilization then
becomes a national concern we have growing out of our
civilian army pattern of defense. Simply said, it is the
established channel of procurement of our man power and
material and the delivery of these items by our civil ins-
titution to the Army. It is, in fact, a process the under-
taking of which can only be had succesfully with the mi-
litary, the civil institution, the industry, the agrarian eco-
nomics, all public utilities, the skills and professions, etc.,
working as a solid team in a national feat of defense in the
face of a war crisis. For the nation to turn incompetent
and fail to mobilize in time its reserves, bring this inco-
herent mass of living beings to behavior and figthing shape,
and predispose it to proper battle irertia ready to,offer a
telling resistance to the aggression, is to fail miserably
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altogether in putting up any defense.

To mobilization planners, it is an affair of inexhaus-
tive study and planning where rest the success or failure
of the entire reserve structure of the land. It is two-
way involved: It comprehends not only the actual warring
assets of the nation; a great deal of study in is formula-
tion is diverted to the potential—the mere foreseeable
which can only be drawn down into a circumspect chart
for the exclusive reserve of the military with the keen
foresight of an expert business counselor predicting a mar-
ket. Between the actual and potential, mobilization will
be a well powered delivery machine serving the end of the
military if it were to rely more on the former and but to
a minor extent, or not at all, on the latter. Sad to say,
however, the Republic can today make no boast but to
count on neglected actual assets and far from properly
assayed potential for a mobilization exigency that may
crop up, say six months or one year or even more from now.
(Formosa may not bring us this exigency, but we may at
least be warned by it to mend our fence).

For a mobilization plan to be worthy of reliance, “it
must, perforce, obtain a capacity of attaining direction,
liquidity, energy for maximum effective operation, and
completion within the shortest prescribed schedule. Over
and above all consideration, it must be well-advised about
the nation’s actual potential mobilizing assets, and prac-

. tical and thorough in an exceptional degree in the manner
materials are fitted in their highest rate of availability
and usefulness into its scheme. Because its practical ope-
ration to a stage as an active primer of our defense or-
ganization rumage deeply into the province of civil con-
cern, its basic structure need to rise to a level of under-
standing in both the army and civilian circles to the extent
they are respectively involved without detriment to mea-
sures of military security.

For the purpose of a less trying survey, it may do us
well to delete our mobilization perspective into its less in-
volved aspect—and begin asking ourselves a few number
of native questions. This will prune our picture into the
small confine of a layman’s seeing glass but 1s nevertheless
the vital portion of the view that, failing to see it rightly
and make for proper adjustment in time, will make the
entire process of mobilization, nay the whole defense
structure, a useless shamble.

Mobilization As « Civil Function. — Mobilization is a
civil function serving the end of the military. The army
has for its mission the defense of the state, but it becomes
the duty of the civil branch of our government to provide
the military with the means in man and materials without
which it cannot achieve its mission. For this matter, we
have only to recognize the importnat role that our civil
government, especially the city, provincial, and municipal
government, have in our set-up of defense. )

The duties of the city, provincial and municipal of-
ficials begin with the registration of our mar-power every
year and when the reservists have been gathered and de-
livered to the army on mobilization day. In between these
inclusive occasions, and after a reservist has been deacti-
vated from training or army camp and assigned to the
available roster of the reserve force, these local officials
keep address of this reservist by registering him, contact-
ing him from time to time, and informing the result of
these check-ups to the nearest army authovity for the lat-
ter to be always posted of the correct and up-to-date in-
formation about him for the benefit of both ends. The
success or failure of procuring and invoicing the reservists
for and to the army in the event of a mobilization largely
depend on the thoroughness with which our local civil au-
thorities have maintained contact with each and all of
them from the time they are placed in the available roster
of our army reserve.

This vital role that our civil branch has to undertake
in the interest of mobilization presents a picture that only
too obstinately call for the need of gearing all officials con-
cerned to their mobilization duties. To this late day, how-
ever, any impartial bystander can dare tc question hovr
extended the defense authority have projected liaisons with
and for the executive branch of the government to circu-
larize and make definitely aware all civil officials of their
respective role in this mobilization as civil function, and
check up how much are these civil officials complying with
any and all these circulars and directives. This perfor-
mance appears a mere small matter, properly attended; but
it is a task of great and irreparable consequence, neglected.

Man Power Availability. — It is the concensus obser-
vation that the Republic can make available for mobiliza-
tion from 250,000 to 300,000 strongs from out of the com-
bined personnel availability of the remnant of our pre-
war reserve force, the deactivated recognized guerrilla
troops, the ROTC and six-to-eleven months graduated
trainees, entirely freed from the AFP and PC standing ac-
tive strengths, the CDDs and other unfits, as well as from
volunteered services which can further bring this combined
strengths to an increase of from 25 to 50 thousands, well
timed and properly recruited. Theoretically, therefore, the

" Philippines can call promptly to service 350,000 troops,

more or less, enough to personnel 16 divisions of full
strength, battle tested and trained and with but a very
minor interspersion of recruits, if ever.

But this figure is only good as a figure to premise upon
not too solidly. Granting that we have every need of mo-
bilization solved but this problem of available man-power,
there is still the salient consideration that wiil do us well
to look into: Our reserve force, while it may have, or has
in the making, a super table of organization, yet it has
not pieced and fitted into this table this idle asset in man.
While the remnant from the pre-war reserve force, the
graduated ROTC, and graduated six-to-eleven months
trainees whose combined strength may not rise above one-
third the entire availables, have been or are fast being fit-
ted in and assigned to units of our reserve force contained
in the as yet problematical table of organization, there
seems to be no conceivable move to break down, reorganize,
and assign to units the deactivated recognized guerrillas
of the land. If there ever is one, it has the unpardonable
sluggishness of the indecision of one who doubt the wisdom
of the action.

This bring to questions the aptness of Executive Or-
der No. 70 of the 1947 series declaring ‘“civilian volunteers
who were members of duly recognized guerrille units as
having the equivalent training of those who have completed
trainee instruction and as constituting a part of the Reservc
Units.,” Perhaps the whole thing does not allow of any
practical implementation without casting a serious effect
on the discipline, morale, and training standard of the
whole reserve body. Where its implemention is as it is
being erried out by the army now, it looks like a great part
of these recognized guerrillas will have to be left behind
from available rosters and remain idle in case of anothe:
war. It may also be perhaps the military authority have
not only arrived at the best and most feasible way of
working out the implementation of this executive order.
But whichever is the true case, it becomes the duty of our
defense authority to work out and advert, if it need advert-
ing, to the Executive or to Congress, a suggestion believed
more tpractical and feasible than how far it can go at con-
serving and making the best use of members of recognized
guerrilla units under the purposes and authority ‘of Exe-
cutive Order No. 70. These days of fast moving events,
time is a luxury we may pay for dearly sooner or later.
Neither can a defense allow for haphazardness. Where a
need for the whole and effective service of these gurrillas
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is anticipated under the strong and unassailable reasons,
provisions and anticipatony steps for their wise, orderly
and just use must be provided.

Too, there was more than good reason for the late
President Manuel Roxas to have taken counscl on the early
continuation of the draft and military training program
for our youths where it was left in 1941. Actuations of
the present administration also point clearly that it has
cvery intention of continuing and improving upon the same
cndeavor. But, as a whole, the tempo of training and ef-
fort to build up more pockets of reserves hLas not been
given nor is it being given the )i rable

quantity and i ilability of this ial
Perhaps, beside the US-PI Military Assistance Agree-
ment which count as a major factor in facing the material
need of our defense, mobilization have less concern to know
about the resources of the army toward this respect as it
is better kept confidential in the interest of security—that
is, if there is really anything to keep confidential about.
Housing, clothing and subsistence which aic not part and
within the meaning of the military assistance agreement,
and, therefore, are entirely left to the immediate resources
of the country, could perhaps be met the Jap style should

with our present-day increasing need for 2 bigger and
strong reserve. So much so, that, failing to have provide!
for this a year or two ago as would have amounted to the
small and little noted drain of an installment plan, a bud-
getery request to step up training now to its pre-war level
will turn prohibitive, considering our national resources, in
accumulation, a wringing item that allows for no sacrifice
of a single peso in its imperativeness, and a head-line pro-
blem in its desperate abruptness.

Nor, as yet, has the government made a catalogue
survey of the availability of the various professions, es-
pecialists, and the technical and skilled hands of the coun-
try to be fitted into and given a role in a one-movement
order in case a mobilization demand. These social ele-
ments constitute a definitely vital strata of our man-powe:
and, unless they are regimented the earlier with the whole,
given a place and definite assignment in the plan of de-
fense, they cannot be in the processing line on mobiliza-
tion day.

Our country has a tangible figure to envisage upon its
ability to raise a good number of divisions and other task
groups within a year or so from now. But the aggregate
of all our compounding neglects and deficiencies in ready-
ing this strength for a short notice mobilization call has
so reduced our competence that we can hardly attain a
thing but confusion if an early remedy is not meted pre-
sent situation. And it will not be without an unforgivable
disorder and embarrassment on our part if we face a war
crisis with all the arms, munition and equipment that th:
US may to a generous measure assist us only to realize
at a sad and late hour our degenerate incompetence to mo-
bilize our man-power at the very propitious moment. This
sorry mess will not be of any good but the initial and
disastrous failure of any defense effort we may spring
out in the unexpected emergence of a war.

Material Availability.—Material, in its full military
sense, is too embracing a term. It at once bring to mean-
ing all that the army has on invoice from sewing needles
to B-29. It is the baggage, provision, munition, and fuel
of the army. Even as material is the first and last vital
need of the army, so is it the concern of mobnilization in the
sense that the ity to requisition for the power
of the land increases or decreases in proportion to the

instant bili: catch up with us without ample time
given the authority to prepare, or no effort rcached at to
make these things in immediate readiness. But this step
should be taken only as the last and exceptional resort
rather than the outlined rule to follow.

Much can be said about material and still not said
lengthly. It is so eminently expendable and is tie continuing
need of any military operation from mobilization to demo-
bilization that it intimately more become a native concern
of the army rather than of mobilization, per se. If it
shares an essay in here, it is only in the understood sense
that one calling a mobilization must have provided for the

- supply of this want otherwise the reserve force requisi-

tioned to active status will be of no means and use at all.

In passing, a thing or two need be said about the US-
PI Military Assistance Agreement. It is for the PI to
project an early move with the US for the timely imple-
mentation of this assistance agreement had between them
to the least extent that the latter may release anc invoice
to the entire disposition of the former the arm equip-
ments, the munitions, and the care and maintenance needs
of these arms and munitions, of at least 200,000 contain-
ing troops of the combined arms and services for one year
at any one time, as well as make ready and available
on short date requisition the like arms facilities of a
reinforcing strength of 200,000 to 300,000, for the du-
ration of an actual operation necessity as may occur. T2
attain this is having made a well-ecarned job that can best
assure our chances to spring a timely move against any
hostile encroachment of our shores.

Public Utilities in the Service of Mobilization. — If we
stage a mobilization, the reservists have to te located from
their individual isolation in the civil life of 20 millions,
collected from near and far away points all over the cour-
try, and moved until they are finally delivered to the mili-
tary for mustering in and disposition. The traffic will be
of such a magnitude that its chart will have the pattern of
a giant spider web flung across the land and water of the
Philippines. Its stop-and-go signal will direet conveyances
from the two centavo mailing stamp to the biggest coast-
wise sailing vessel of Philippine license, and its mode of
fare will be in the form of reservist transportation slips
or government travel orders, moving all at once in all sea
lanes and highways of the country.
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We have behind us the lesson of 1941 and we can im-
prove much upon that lesson in carrying out the traffic
movement of our scattered reservists. We have the same
postal, telephone and telegraph, and the better equipped.
expanded and improved nets of wireless to direct the traf-
fie. Our land, water and air transportation are also now
with better and increased equipments, and can be brought
into the service of mobilization and continuing defense ne-
cessity. No doubt, all can be immeasurably utilized to
serve the procurement and delivery end of our man-power
to the army, this time, schooled and more efficient.

But, again, this ferret out how much the defense au-
thority has move toward a direction of lining up, acquaint-
ing, and bringing these national equipment into ready
availability in the interest of mobilization or army use. It
is doubtful that there is any. We know of no significant
measure taken by those in authority to reduce this problem
and work it out to the highest advantage of the military.
We cannot be too early about this thing, as in all others,
under the international clouds.that we are in these days.

The Receiving Disposition of the Army. — When ma-
terial is made available and the man-power is collected and
delivered to the army, mobilization as a civil function
ceases. From there the army administration takes over.
But for the army to be in the position to take over, it
must have, perforce, provided for the ad i 1lati
of mobilization and training centers all over the country
for the reception and refresher training of the reservists.
At these places the reservists will be sheltered, fed, clothed
and equipped, and cared of health meanwhile that they
undergo the change to make them ship-shape for final di-
rection to their divisional cantonments or to battle sta-
tions. Rightly putting it, this is the phase where general
mobilizations anchor ultimately.

The military authority have, perhaps, mapped out and
designated the sites-of these mobilization and training cen-
ters. But are these centers equipped and prepared to
receive reservists? Equipping and preparing of these ins-
tallations is mot limited to the quartering facilities of men
and officers but extended as far as meaning ready and

camp 1 to operate and administer
these centers, ready stores with adequate stocks for imme-
diate and continuing issuance, and ready trains and con-
voy units essential to troops and supply movements.

Winding up.—Scarcely a year and a half after the
Philippine Commonwealth started the program of national
defense, it saw fit to stage, and as a matter ¢f fact it suc-
cessfully staged, a practice mobilization. From then it
carried it on from year to year until in 1941, beyond the
expectation of even the most advised in the government,
the C Ith was 1 d for its efforts the
past four years in the descent of the need of a real and
war caused mobilization. The sign of the time that had
influenced our government then to take those early steps
to gear for mobilization is not more telling than as it is
now. Neither is the cost of holding one, relatively with
our state of finance then and our finance now, less pro-
hibitive than it is now. It is only the mastering sense that
a practice mobilization is the ultimate thesis with which
to grade our reserve system of training from year to year
that so inspired our military planners at that time to
stage those dry runs. Yet, this is the fourth year of the
Republic, and the fifth since liberation and our reesta-
blishment; it is a bit alarmingly striking that we have
not one practice mobilization to rate the cohesive sound-
ness and efficiency of our reserve upon whicl: we can only
rely in its possession of that wielded state.

To wind up, this is what last we may hope our mili-
tary policy makers and defense planners may have in mind
to be guided by: The implication of our reserve syster
of national defense essays a concept that the reserve branch

Elias....
(Continued from page 17)

it should be so, for neither you nor I would wish
to hear our children lament our love, which would
only bequeath them misery. You do well to go to
the house of your relatives. Forget me, forget a
love so mad and futile. Perhaps you’ll meet there
one who is not like me.”

“Elias!” exclaimed the girl reproachfully.

“You have misunderstood me. In my words,
there is no complaint against you. Take my ad-
vice, go home to your relatives... Here you have
no one but me, and the day when I fall into the
hands of my pursuers, you will be left alone and
alone for the rest of your life. Improve your
youth and beauty to get a good husband, such as
you deserve, for you don’t' know what it is to live
among men.”

“I was thinking that you might go with me.”

“Alas!” rejoined Elias shaking his head. “Im-
possible, and more so than ever... I haven't yet
found what I came here to seek—it's impossible!
Today I forfeited my liberty.”

He related the incidents of the picnic and fish-
ing expedition that morning, and told her how Cri-
sostomo Ibarra saved his life from the jaws of a
cayman (crocodile).

He was so grateful, and vowed that he would
repay the good deed of Ibarra, even though it would
cost him his life, He said that anywhere he would
go, even in Mindoro, the past would still be dis-
covered.

“Well, then,” Salome said to him as she looked
at him tenderly, “At least after I am gone, live
here, live in this house. It will make you remem-
ber me and I will not think in that distant land
that the hurricane has carried my hut into the
water. When my thougths turn to these shores,
that memory of you and of my house will appear
to me together. Sleep where I have slept and
dreamed—it will be as though I were beside you...”

“Oh!” exclaimed Elias, waving his hand in des-
peration. “Woman, you’ll make me forget.”

Freeing himself from the girl's clasp, he left
nastily and was soon lost amid the lengthening sha-
dows of the trees now silent and still at twilight.

Salome followed his fleeing form with her gaze,
as she stood listlessly, listening to the sound of
his footsteps that slowly faded away.

of our armed forces does not exist for the regular branch
but, rather, the regular exist mainly owing to and for the
reserve. The regular can only find the reflection of its
soundness and readiness to meet a war emeigency in the
cohesive and responsive soundness of the reserve for which
it exist. There stands absolutely no miotive at all to main-
tain a regular standing force in our inability to maintain,
preserve to usefulness, and provide for the adequate and
timely transformation of the reserve from its civil isola
tion to a mass of rolling divisions and tasi proups fos
cffective defense.
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