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A Picnic 

F OUR O'CLOCK.... a cool 
morning aftera hot night.... 
the Taal lake full of glitter­

ing gems, even in number with 
those of the celestial tapestry 
above .... in the distance the lam­
bent wood-crest of a solitary 
mountain in a frame of glowing 
red of the rising sun .... a big fislrer­
boat paddled on the silvery waves 
by four solid brownies .... a rythmic 
taipping of oars in the water and 
of water against the junk. ... gig­
gling of happy girls and laughing 
of joking men .... sometimes a . re­
mark of ain old lady answered by 
a sort of groan~ng of one no 
longer a youngster. All joyful 
and poetic under a lazy sail....this 
place and time and com1pany were 
evidently made for paradise .... and 
the journey the best chosen in~ 

troduction for a picnic on the 
volcano. 

Magdalena with full lungs 
b11eathes the life inspiring air of 
the morning. Shie would like to 
enjoy all the charms of this ear-

ly sailing far away from the deaf­
ening noise of the suffocating 
caipital. But, impossible! There 
was a cobweb in her brain. 

Near her are sitting her uncle 
Vicente and her auntie Monica 
unusually gentle and kind, work­
ing with pushing elbows and twin­
kling eyes that both had meaning. 
At ttie end of the junk Magdale­
na's father, a man of sixty but 
today looking only thirty five .... 
bright, happy, gestulating, has a 
lively conversaltion w~th a young 
man .... a young man, whose hair 
full ofStacom!b,looks like a greasy 
cover over a face that is rather 
attractive .... a young man serious, 
correct, general manager of a big 
firm in Manila, though only twien­
ty nine years old .... with a brilliant 
position, a ni'ce future and a re­
fined education .... what more does 
he need to make a perfect hus­
band? .... 

The others ane cousins and 
nieces always neatly for a picnic .... 
Uncle and auntie have discovered 
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that rather rare bird of a young 
man v.iith an in0ome of a prince, 
at a banquet in Tayabas, a nd 
without delay they invited him to 
Taal and the volcano and after he 
had consented to come on this 
day, they had immediately sent a 
telegram to Manila: "Come with 
Magdalena, immediately, serious, 
hurry" and the readers under­
stand that unole and auntie had 
something in mind. 

And, of course Magdalena and 
her Papa and her M,amma they 
had all come to Taal, and it hap­
pened that the next day the young 
man too had come and that they 
had all been very hruppy together 
these last ten days. Th i s 
morning finds them all very gay, 
enroute to the vokano. 

It is clear, uncle and auntie and 
Papa and Mamma and Magdalena, 
not one of them knows the bright 
manager, except by name and by 
income. Magdalena exposed her 
doubts, defended herself, asked a 
delay to finrd out what kind of 
nian that young man is .... They 
11eassure her, speak of his em­
ployer's confidemice, of his great 
responsibilities, of his monthly 
fortune .... of her happiness, in tbJe 
future, of her chance today, of 
the envy of her oompanions .... in 
short: they beg her to accept and 
to give her answer that same eve­
ning, hoping f:•he will soon embark 
on the golden ship of life as lovely 
as she would sail on this junk, to­
ward the volcano for a picnic. 

In one word: Magdalena knows 

Carlos for ten days, and this eve­
ning she is expected to give a de~ 
finitive answer, a single word 
that must decide of her whole life. 

-"If I had not lost my mother" 
Magdalena sighs in unison with 
the flappy sail of the junk, "they 
would have taken more precau­
tions and given me more time. 
But....what can I do? .... Time is 
money, it s~ems, and today it is 
the fashion of love at first sight 
and of starting a home like a 
home run in a baseball contest." 

Shall I say "yes?" Carlos does 
not displease me, but I do not 
know him enough to love him? 

Shall I say "no"? And why? He 
is correct, well educated, intelli­
gent, of a modest origin, an or­
phan without many relatives. 
He lives in Manila. He pretends 
to be essentially religious: that's 
what pleases me most in him. 
Indeed his behavior at the church 
last Sunday was truly edifying 
and spoke of profound convic­
tion!.. .. 

But what, if he were only a 
hypocrite? .... It seems that young 
me£1 pretend to be saints in or­
der to conquer n christian maiden, 
and untie their devilish mask as 
soon as the tie of marriage has 
linked them forever together." 

At this last thought Magdalena 
shivered all over, and dreamingly 
she searched in the distance fo:i: a 
sight of ~he tower of Taal church. 
Then looking heavenwards wher.e 
her mother watched over her to­
gether with the Heavenly Moth-



er, she added: 
"Mother of Heaven, have pity 

on me your child without mother 
on earth. Inspire me, encourage 
me, help me in this de '.: isive hour 
of life .... " 

And after two hours more of 
jokes and laughs, of giggl ing a"nd 
chattering, of wiggling and spat­
tering, the boat touched the bar­
ren island of the volcano, and was 
fastened on the beach. 

There was shouting and run­
ning at the beginning, but auntie 
found they all had better helped 
her with the kettles and 'pans, and 
with the viands and cakes. \Vi th 
the reddening slopeo of a thousand 
cracks of the volcano overhanging, 
with a rising sun in the golden 
east, with clean snowwhite cover 
spread by a youngster on the 
glassy sand of the beach, freshen­
ed by the morning breeze and the 
dancing little waves, with ever 
changing landscapes all around, 
with an all embracing sky of the 
purest blue, what needed one more 
to enjoy all the delicacies of life? 

Auntie opens the baskets, with 
an air of selfsatisfa<.::tion. Uncle 
uncorks the bottles with a cris.p 
face and a short bang. The girls 
spread flowers and the boys are 
at a loss to help the former. 

"Magdalena," you will show to 
Carlos your talents as a cook. 
You will boil the eggs and see 
that they are just to the point" 
says auntie with a smile on her 
ried face and a twinkling of her 
left eye. 
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Magdalena as always docile 
finds for her stove some corner 
behind a rock where no wind can 
approach and the company cannot 
see her. 

"Can I help you, Miss Magda­
lena?" asks Carlos slipping behind 
her. 

"Of course" answers the girl to 
her pnetender. 

The water is boiling. Magda-
1ena tells Carlos to look at his 
watch and to count three minutes 
the ideal time for boiling ideal 
eggs at an ideal picnic .... 

-"Would you kindly Sir? .... 
She stops. An idea .... a sudden 

thought strikes her mind: that of 
Carmen the fat mestiza cook at 
home. She sees Carmen in the 
perspiration of her front in the 
very act of boiling eggs for break­
fast .... she hears her in her majes­
tuous, sonorous language of Cer­
vantes three times recite the: Creo 
en Dias el Padre todopoderoso 
etc .... 

-"Would you Sir kindly recite 
the Credo three times~ not too 
fast and also not too slow?" asks 
Magdalena. 

-"Three times the Credo" ex­
claims Carlos in a tune that shows 
uneasiness. "There are other 
methods .... 

-"Yes, I know, but this one is 
infallible. It is the Spanish me­
thod. I like it very much. That 
always means the eggs to the 
point....Ready? I place the eggs in 
the water .... Begin .... quick. ... Creo 
en Dios el Padre. todopoderoso .... 
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-"Oreo en Dios el Padre to­
dopoderoso" repeats the bright 
manager, evidently nervous, Oreo 
.... en Dios .... Creador .... del cielo y 
de la tierra .... y en Jesucristo .... su 
Hija .... unigenito.... quien sufrio 
bajo Poncio Pilato .... 

Big pearls of perspiration 
rolled down his face .... He red-
dened .... he stammered .... he repeat-
ed his words in the hope of get­
ting through with a pull and a 
jerk. ... in vain does he try to pass 
Pontius Pilate .... the coward gov­
ernor blocks the road of his me­
mory .... he coughs .... he sneezes .... 
Pontius Pilate is all what he can 
bring forth .... he scratches his sta­
comb hair, but finds nothing be­
hind Pontius Pilate .... and all this 
in presence of his adored Magda­
lena who listening for the seventh 
time to "Pontius Pilate" gazes at 
Carlos now as fully betrayed in 
his religious knowledge, as Christ 
in His rights by Pontius. 

-"You say you are a Catholic 
and you do not know your Credo" 
slowly muqnurs the girl whose 
voice now sounds with indignation. 

-"I hate vocal prayers" ans­
wers Carlos, "and written formu­
las. To pray means · to _con­
verse·with God, in the full inti­
macy of the soul" .... 

-"Yet, the Credo is the outline 
of our religion, the profession of 
our faith" .... 

- "I am a born contempla­
tive" .... 

-"The true contemplatives do 
not ignore the symbol of the 

Apostles" .... 
-"Anyone may forget a few 

words" .... 
-"Those words, Sir, are the 

articles of our faith!" .... 
-"Are you perhaps a narrow­

minded fanatic, Miss?" 
-"And you, Sir, did you per­

haps deceive me pretending to be 
a convinced Catholic?" ' 

Auntie arrives like a bomb 
from heaven in a sugarbowl: 

-"Magdalena! Magdalena!. ... 
your conversation is so sweet that 
you forget all about the time ... .I 
fear the eggs may be spoiled. 
How are they?" 

The eggs were like medieval 
bullets. The guests around the 
big tablecover, sitting on the soft 
sand, make it hot and hard for 
the cook with their repeated jests, 
but Magdalena whose head is 
softer than the eggs all spoiled hy 
Pontius Pilate, answers with good 
humor and another funny joke. 

Near her, with his nose in his 
plate, silent and morose, Carlos 
feels he has lost the game. That 
same evening, he knows, he will 
get a categorioal "NO!" and he 
will lose Magdalena with her en­
viable fortune. 

Magdalena eats her hard boiled 
egg with an air of satisfaction 
that earth -cannot explain. With 
her looks she gazes at the open 
top of the Taal and raising them 
higher and higher till heaven, she 
murmurs, as if kneeling in front 
of the Blessed Virgin on her 
throne at home, and delivered 



from a death-spreading explosion 
of the old volcano: "Thanks, 
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Mother, Thanks!" 
SA VON ARO LA. 

---«»---

St~ Joseph 
March 19 

By original sin, peace and order 
has been violated, and our first 
parents were banished out of the 
glories of Paradise. The Wrnth 
and outi;:aged Justice of God · 
thundered to Adam and his pos­
terity "Curs~d is the earth and 
thy work; with labor· and toil shalt 
thou eat thereof." "In the sweat 
of thy face shalt thou eat bread." 

Labor, hard labor, was the 
penance imposed upon Adam, 
and for centuries in minds that 
never reckoned with the divine 
decree, labor was nature's curse 
upon men. 

&"'\:emption was the privilege 
of patrician and nobleman. 
· Those who! possessed wealth 

and influence, looked with haugh­
ty disdain on the sons of toil. 

ln the days of proud Rome and 
classic Greece, man's value was 
greatly estimated by the degree 
of freedom from hard labor. 

But in the fulness of time the 
charity ·of God appeared among 
men. 
The Redeemer would make com­
plete atonement for Adam's fall. 

And Jesus was called "the Son 
of Joseph the Carpenter." 

The foster father, Joseph is a 
hard laborer; a worker in wood. 
From Bethlehem, Joseph came to 
Nazareth that, by labor of his 
hands and the sweat of his brow, 
he might earn his bread. 

Yes, the great God Incarnate 
has not as foster father .a king nor 
a prince, nor a mighty one of the 
earth. A carpenter will be "the 
lord of his house and the ruler of 
his possessions." 

We cannot contemplate the life 
of Joseph without reckoning with 
God's wisdom. It was not a mere 
accident that Jesus should be 
known as the Son of the Carpen­
ter. From the w·orkshop of Joseph 
the world would learn that labor 
was no longer a curse, but rather 
a blessed and sanctified thing. 

In a world where the rich and 
the powerful were too ready to 
oppress the workman, Jesus came 
to teach the dignity of labor. 

And Joseph, chosen as the best 
husband for t,he queen above all 
queens, for the queen of Heaven, 
Joseph as t,he guardian of the 
house, where dwelt the master­
pieces of God's creation, Mary 
the Immaculate, and the Word 
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"Let the little ones come unto me" 

His Lordship Bishop Jurgens making 

friends with the lfugao boys. 

Incarnate, was set as .a living con­
tradiction -to the false wisdom of 
the World. 

And the Catholic Church per­
petuates the lesson of the work­
shop of Nazareth. Kings and 
princes, popes and bishops are on 
the roll of the saints. But next 
to Jesus and to Mary in sanctity 
and glory stands the humble arti­
san of Nazareth, Joseph. 

His statues and shrines are 
found everywhere. 

At the feet of Saint Joseph, 
whose brow once was damp with 
the sweat of honest toil, the poor 
laborer of today may feel glad, 
and have the conviction that a 
poor laborer can be very great. 

At the feet of SaintJoseph, the 
man of ease may learn what God 
thinks about wealth, and under­
stand that God's greatest riches, 
might be the endowment of the 
humblest laborer. 
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The Construction of a 
Chapel at Bangad 

By BROTHER EDWARD COOLS 

BANGAD is a small but 
beautiful little village at a 
distance of fifteen kilo­

meters · from Lubuagan, along 
the road Leading to Bontok. The 
population exceeds 15,000, and to 
me it seems Bangad has the 
peculiarity of possessing the great­
est number of children I ever 
found in any village. The center 
of Bangad is surrounded by 
smaller town sites all separated 
or by a large river or by quite a 
steep mountain. 

But my intention is not to 
speak of the population and the 
children etc. but of how we con­
structed a chapel there. It does 
not seem to be a very extra­
ordinary eve111t, the construction 
of a chapel, but to be able to 
finish this one we have passed 
through some very interesting 
experiences. 

It was during the month of 
February df 1927 that I began the 
transactions for the purchase of 
wooden posts and all materials 

required for the proposed chapel, 
everything seemed to hie well and 
all interested parties were satis­
fied, I could hope to go ahead 
quickly and without much pain. 
But here I soon met with difficul­
ties, the order of the wooden 
posts etc. did not arrive, it linger­
ed and lingered and after a few 
visits to the pl~ce of construction 
I had to admit that nothing went 
ahead. 

I received an order to start, 
definitely, the work in the month 
of August of the same year, ac­
companied by R. F. Billiet, and a 
Japanese and two more helpers 
we went to the place, decided to 
start at any cost. As soon as w1e 
were there our Japanese got an 
attack of malaria, and felt himself 
obliged to return to the hospital 
of Bontok. No hope for his re­
turn. I remained on the spot 
determined to start the work. Of 
all the materials which had been 
ordered two thirds were lacking, 
and of the part of the wood we 
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Cha p el and Convento at K ayan. 

had on the place a great deal 
could just be used for firewood as 
it was completely eaten by the 
worms. Hoping that the mate­
riah: would arrive faster if I 
remained there, and hoping at 
the same time to put some more 
life and enthusiasm in the inhab­
itants, I decided ta start the work 
of leveling the ground, but no! 
stop there! the ground is not yet 
yours, and notwithstanding, all 
my good will and my decision to 
have the chapel made, I found 
myself forced to return to Lubua­
gan. I was helpless and could do 
nothing. I had even begun the 
construction of the sashes fOT 
windows, always hoping to gain 
time, but the situation remained 
dark. and to Lubuagan I went, to 
expose the whole situation to the 
Reverend Father. 

W e possessed only ·a stripe of 
land along the main road and as 
the government wished to have a 
large auto line made there we were 
obliged to cede two meters of that 
parcel in all its length, our posses­
sion was I"eally reduced to nothing 
but I was ordered to go back to 
Ilangad accom,panied with the 
honorable Governor of the Prov­
ince, in order to purchase a parcel 
of land. Because of the high 
protection at my side the market­
ing was done easily but at quite a 
price. PS0.00 for a small piece 
of land of 11 meters by 17. It is 
qujte a fortune, but a consolation 
as our chapel would be situated 
in the middle of the village. 

But another difficulty arose, 
on that parcel of land were two 
huts-two small dirty habitations 
-on the point of falling in ruins. 



But the two lodgers were as 
stubborn as any, and when I had 
used all the gentle and kind words 
of my dictionary they had not 
softened a bit. And notwithstand­
ing I was leveling the ground and 
I approached fast to the two 
huts which were to be demolish­
ed, no one moved, I had given 
them a week and two had already 
passed, at the end of my patience 
I went to my two stubborn tenants 
and told them in a few but reso­
lute words that they were to leave 
their houses to-morrow1 or that I 
myself would be obliged to take 
the walls of their palaces away, 
and a match would have made 
fast work there. 

At last my words had touched 
the right point, and before noon 
the two huts with all their con­
tents had disaa>peared, to show 
themselves at a distance before 
night fell, but this time a tiny bit 
cleaner as the roof of herbs had 
been renewed. 

But of course there were to be 
some objections from the people, 
this stone belongs to me, and this 
tree is mine it is worth P.50, and · 
this square meter of ground is 
mine. It is not com,prised in the 
sale. I sent them all a-walking, 
and seeing I was not much dis­
turbed by all their talk they went 
their way. 

But there I was to start the 
construction with the few mate­
rials which had not yet been mul­
tiplied, and even when I was to 
fix the first posts a few. of them 
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were not usuable, no material, no 
work) there is only one thing left 
to do, return to Lubuagan. I 
remained there till December but 
was not idle meanwhile. I went 
out in quest of men and materials 
to be able to construct that long­
talked off chapel. I found what 
I needed in a village Mabonthout 
at 8 Km. of Lubuagan. It was 
quite a walk, a steep ascent follow­
ed by a rapid descent, and before 
arriving, a river with a strong 
current to cross, you have per­
spired a good deal before reach­
ing that river, which yoU! have to 
cross a-swimming, and a poor 
swimmer as I am might well be 
lifted by the current and carried 
to Appari. On the other side of 
the river you have, so to say, to 
scale a high wall in order to reach 
Mabonthout, and I arrived there 
liternly drenched with perspira­
tion, such a waJk means some­
thing, and I had to make it 8 
times in order to obtain anything, 
and of course I avoided unneces­
sary voyages of the kind. But 
arrived at the village the walk is 
not finished yet, the men are 
busy in the mountains, but find­
ing them there busy cutting and 
preparing the heaviest pieces we 
needed for the construction was a 
sufficient reward for my pains. 

After many a week of patience 
a part of the wood arrived at 
Bangad, and the work could be 
continued. A little incident (not 
a very agreeable one) while we 
were constructing the parts to 
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Rice fields at Sabangan. 

support the roof, I was walking 
backward to observe whether 
tl-ey fixed everything in a good 
strong way, and at a certain mo­
rnen t one of the posts supporting 
the scaffolding broke, two men 
nncl myself fe11 from rather a 
good height right down, I came 
out of it with a blow in the side. 
Not so my two companions who 

- had received the whole weight of 
the wood. The first had fainted 
but was brought to very quickly, 
the second came out 9f it by him­
self, they had after all but little 
bruises, after the first emotion 
and fright was over I found it 
best to bring my two men to my 
abode and there I played nurse, 

putting some vaseline on the 
wound of the one, and some com­
presses of arnica on t'· e bruises 
of the other, of course as soon as 
the accident happened not less 
than fifty men were around us in 
less than a minutes' time, bi ;t for 
no other purpose than to look. 
To my astonishment the after­
noon was we11 advanced, four 
o'olock a.nd my men proposed to 
have a shooting party, so armed 
with my gun we went and return­
ed aQd about six o'clock with a 
beautiful wild rooster whi-ch was 
plumed and prepared at once, our 
appetites had been sharpened hy 
the walk and we had a good sup-
per. (To be contiu ued) 
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Mission News & Notes 
Rev. F. de Snick, missionary in 

BURN A Y informs us of the ha­
voc worked by the earthquake 
in the IFUGAO sub-province. 
On January 23, he writes, my 
house was rolled as a boat on a 
heavy sen. The books were 
thrown out of the shelves, the 
medicine bottles smashed on the 
soil, people shouted and · jumped 
out of their ,houses; the chime was 
ringing an S.O.S. and the fear for 
worse oppressed all hearts. 

With reiterated heartiest 
thanks for the baptism-fees you 
kindly sent me, I commend in 
your prayers and those of all the 
readers of The Little Apostle the 
stricken district of Burnay and 
surroundings. 

A note of joy and cordial grati­
tude reached us from KABU­
GAW. Rev. F.M. Vanoverbergh 
writes: A thousand thanks forthe 
splendid chasuble. It is a marvel. 
But I am at a loss to express my 
thanks for the catechist I was 
given thru courtesy of the Little 
Apostle. This means practical 
backing and I do not doubt that 
this travelling catechist will .work 
wonders as well as did the old one 
appointed in NAMALTOGAN. 
Last week I baptized several 
adults, among which was the 
sanitary inspector. The cate­
chism class was a booming suc­
cess. The littlerehapel was packed 
and as soon as the trail is .in better 
shape I intend to do a second 
roundtrip. 
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Catholic Chronicle 

Rome. 

That religious faith in the 
world is not decreasing but 
rather increasing is the declara­
tion of His Eminence, Cardinal 
Cerretti, who has attended the 
International Eucharistic Con­
gress at Sydney. 

"Spiritual values," said Cardi­
nal Cerretti, "are not diminish­
ing, but .on the contrary are 
growing i.n effect, The Euchar­
istic Congress· at Sydney was a 
marvelous demonstration of re­
ligious significance." 

Devotion to the Little Flower 
of Jesus is ever growing strong­
er, judging from many indica­
tionsatthe presenttime. Apropos 
of St. Therese, it is of interest to 
note that a very beautiful new 
medal of the little Carmelite has 



been struck at Rome. The design 
was made by the noted s :::ulptor 
Righetti. The new medal of St. 
Therese of the Child Jes us, is done 
with a delicate finesse that brings 
out the chaste features of this 
blessed little nun most admirably. 
It is probable that it will become 
very popular all over the world 
and will do much to win new. 
friends and clients for this modern 
wonder-worker of Carmel. 

Batavia. 

According to word received 
from Batavia, Dutch East India, 
the first native priest of that 
district is the Rev. Francis Xavier 
Satimann, S. J. The population 
of his ~atal city celebrated hJs 
ordination to the priesthood m 
every manner possible. 

Belgium. 

On an artificial hillock, outside 
of the City of Dixmude, close to 
one of the most deadly trenches 
of the War, Belgian piety for its 
fallen dead raised a monumental 
Calvary. It was unveiled and 
blessed by the Bishop of Bruges, 
Msgr. Waffelaert, in the presence 
of the Crown Prince, of his young 
bride, Princess Astrid, of a vast 
concourse of war veterans, and of 
citizens piously grateful for the 
sacrifices which the Calvary is 
destined to commemorate. 

The memorial, rising to a 
height of 110 feet, has been given 
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the shape of a reinforced concrete 
shelter surmounted by a 36-foot 
cross with a bronze figure of the 
Saviour. An altar erected with­
in the shelter-shaped footpiece 
will permit the celebration of the 
Mass within the monument. 

The Superior of the renowned 
Abbey of Orval, Father Marie Al­
bert. dming the War, Captain Van 
der Cruysen of the Belgian Engine­
ering Gor,ps, 1preached the sermon 
at the unveiling ceremony. 

China. 

Owing to lack of funds the 
authorities closed the Govern­
ment institution of higher learn­
ing in Peking. 11he Catholic Uni­
versity conducted by American 
Benedictines is, at present, the 
only one of the kind now open. 
The Chinese students number 
175 about one half being pagans. 

Columbia. 

To fulfill a vow made twenty­
five years ago a law has been 
enacted by the Republic of Co­
lumbia for the completion of the 
magnificent shrine promised to 
Christ in return for peace. 

Czecho-Slovakia. 

This country is making pre­
par2tions forthe coming millenary 
celebration of the martyrdom of 
St. W enceslas, the holy king and 
patron of Bohemia. 
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In Prague there will be a great 
rally of the Catholic youth of the 
world and the historic cathedral 
of St. Vitus, which has been in 
the process of construction for 
many oent:uries, will be consecrat­
ed. 

The Government has joined 
with the Catholic authorities in 
planning the extensive celebration 
which will be a great event in the 
history of this European country. 

In celebration of the millenary, 
gold coins have been issued bear­
ing the inscription: "St. Wences­
las preserve us and preserve our 
race." 

Czecho-Slovakia has at last 
reached a "happy medium" in 
regard to religion. After the 
war, it will be recalled, the situa­
tion of Church and State became 
troublesome. Owing, however, 
to the efforts of the Nuncio, Msgr. 
Ciriaci, a better understanding 
bas been reached. The schismatic 
movement has been discredited 
and is rapidly dying out. 

Germany. 

The German Bishops' con­
ference recently held at Fulda re­
solved to organize a "central 
working committee of German 
Catholics to promote public mo­
rality." 

The purpose of this organization 
will be to wage war on "Schund 
und Schmutz" (trash and filth) 
wherever it is found. Its negative 
task will be to combat all kinds of 

immorality, and its positive, to 
present good literature and supply 
reading rooms. 

In do-China. 

There are now in all twenty­
two Carmelite monasteries for 
nuns in mission lands, six of which 
are in lndo-China. In each there 
are native nuns under the direc­
tion of European Sisters. The 
first Carmel in lndo-China was 
founded about sixty-five years 
ago. 

Russia. 

The Soviet masters of the land 
are going to the utter limits in 
their resolute campaign to drive 
all religion from that country. 
Actually at this moment, some of . 
the extreme methods being en1-
ployed are: 

All the powers of ridicule are 
being brought to bear, even to this 
extent: Recent writings have gone 
so far as to present God as a 
muzhik, or Russian peasant, with 
rather good qualities but utterly 
helpless. 

Abjuring religion has craftily 
been made a matter of bread and 
butter. To get and hold a job, a 
man must be a communist, but if 
a ·communist frequents a church 
he is expelled from the party. 

With ·consummate ingenuity, 
the Soviet leaders work with the 
young and let the old go. No 
child is permitted religious in-



struction until he is eighteen. He 
may receiveitvoluntarilyathome, 
but if he complains against it, his 
parents are jailed. 

There is no doubt that Russia 
.has challenged religion as no other 
country or race ever challenged 
it before. "Religion is the opium 
of the people", is the cry, and the 
utter destruction of religion is the 
aim. The only god and t he only 
hero permitted to reign supreme 
is Lenin, the founder of Bolshe­
vism. 

On the Ocean. 
What is thought to be the first 

duly authorized Roman Catholic 
marriage to be celebrated at sea, 
at least in moderin times, took 
place in the permanent chapel 
abroad the French Line flagship 
"Ile de France" enroute from 
Havre to New-York. when Robert 
Esnault-Pelterie and Mlle de Qui­
ros were married by the Rev. 
Father Laboure, assisted by the 
Bishop of Lebanon, through 
special authorization of the Arch­
bishop of Rouen. The bride 
daughter of the Spanish nobility, 
was a descendant of Christopher 

·Columbus. 

Sancian Island (South 
China) 

The memorial Chapel at San­
cian Island off the coast of South 
China, which was erected over 
the burial place of Saint Francis 
Xavier in 1869 by the offerings of 
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French Catholics is about to be 
renovated by the generosity of 
American pilgrims to the Euchar­
istic Gon~ress in Australia. 

On their way home from the 
Eucharistic Congress, the Ameri­
can travelers visited the Mary­
knoll missionaries of South China. 
They did not fail to make pilgrim­
age to Sancian Island, now part 
of the Mary knoll Kongmoon Mis­
sion. . There they saiw the havoc 
which successive typhoons had 
wrought on the graceful little 
Gothic chapel and generously 
donated the funds necessary for 
its restoration. 

With the American pilgrims to 
Sancian was the Benedictine artist 
Dom Adelbert Gresnigt, a disciple 
of the Beuron school of art and 
now connected with the Catholic 
University of Peking. Dom Adel­
bert consented personally to 
supervise the work of restoration, 
after finishing the task on which 
he is at present engaged, the con­
struction of the Regional Seminary 
for native priest aspirants in Hong 
Kong. 

The Benedictine artist has 
achieved outstanding success in 
the realization of the desire of His 
Ex~llency, Archbishop Costantini, 
Apostolic Delegate to China-a 
Catholic architecture in the 
Chinese style. 

Spain. 

General Primo de Rivera, Mar­
ques de Estella, Premier of Spain, 
unveiled memorials in the Na-
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tional Library to the Dominican, 
Vitoria, the founder of modern 
international law, and to the 
famous Jesuit theologian, Suarez. 

A noted assembly accompanied 
the Prime Minister in the act of 
homage to two of Spain's greatest 
intellects of the sixteenth century. 

Besides outstanding figures of 
the intellectual world, including 
representatives of the Society of 
Jesus and the Dominican Order, 
were present the Portuguese 
Ambassador, the Ministers of 
Uruguay, Switzerland and Czecho­
Slovakia, and the German Charge 
d' Affaires. 

Various eulogies of the great 
Dominican and Jesuit were made, 
including discourses by General 
Primo de Rivera and the Minister 
of Public Instruction. 

It has been reported that the 
Bank of Spain is about to issue 
notes bearing the image of St. 
Fran~is Xllvier, the missioner of 
the Orient. 

On one side of the note there 
will be imprinted a picture of the 
Saint, and the other side will bear 
a scene from his life. The value 
of the new bank note will be 25 
pesetas. 

Spain's Ruler, His Majesty King 
Alfonso, was recently received 
into the Brotherhood of Slaves of 
Jesus of Nazareth, according to 
the latest report. 

The King's reception into this 
Brotherhood took place at the 
Church of Jesus, in Madrid, and 
His Eminence, Cardinal Segura, 

Primate of Spain, officiated at 
the placing of the Scapular over 
the shoulders of the Catholic 
monarch. 

United States. 

A group of Catholic Japanese 
in Seattle, who are converts of 
theMaryknollMission have found­
< d the first Japanese Catholic 
newspaper in the United States. 
Prominent among the group is 

. Mr. Vincent Sakuta, formerly a 
bonze in one of Japan's most 
famous pagan temples. 

"SHINRI" (The Truth) consists 
of four pages written in Japanese 
characters with a small section 
in English d'ealing with Catholic 
dogma and morals. "Shinri" ap· 
pears once a month and the cost 
of publication is met by the ad­
vertisements which are contribut­
ed to its columns by Japanese 
merchants. 

Mr. Sakuta was so strongly 
impressed by the charity of St. 
Vincent de Paul, that he and his 
wife began to study the Catholic 
religion some two years ago. 

During the last forty years the 
Catholic educational system in 
America has grown to such an 
extent that it now comprises over 
10,000 institutions, with a faculty 
of more than 77,000 teachers guid­
ing and directing a body of stu­
dents numbering upward of 
2,423,000 and still there are 
several millions of children not in 
a Catholic schooL 
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Foundation of a new Sistercongregation in 
the diocese of Tuguegarao. 

Before long, some Dutch Sisters 
will arrive in the Philippines, with 
the intention of founding a new 
Congregation in the diocese of 
Tuguegarao. 
. The new · congregation will be 
called "The Congregation of the 
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament" ; 
and the members of the congrega­
tion will devote themselves to the 
christian eduootion of the youth, 
espeQially in the diocese of Tugue­
garao. 

The Dutch Sisters will open 
the novitia<te at the beginning of 
June, in Nueva Vizcaya. 

There is now a very good op­
portunity for the Catholic Filipi­
na girls in whose hearts the Lord 
confided the seedingsofareligi,ous 
voc.ation, who are attracted by 
the mysterious charm of the Cath­
olic sisterhood. 

It is not the place here to make 
t\1e praise of the religious life; 
every Catholic girl knows the 
words of St. Bernard "What a 
happiness to belong to a state of 
life in which man lives purer, falls 
less often, rises more quickly, 
walks more cautiously, is often • 
watered with the dew of heavenly 
grace, rests more securely, dies 

with greater confidence, comes 
quicker to glory, and is more 
richly rewarded." 

And if next to that personal be­
nefit. it is given to a catholic girl 
to work for the welfare of her 
own people, if by sanctifying her­
self she can bring those who are 
so near and dear to her to the real 
source of all happiness, God, will 
not such a prospect appeal to her 
generosity? 

Many pious girls are at the 
crossroads of life, at the parting 
of the ways; they thirst for a life 
of sacrifice, they desire to spend 
their lives in doing good. Many 
would join this army of noble 
souls, the Sisters, who are called, 
and who are in fact the Pride of 
the Catholic Church. But often 
times they do not know how to 
enter within the sheltering walls 
of the convent. 

Well, Graduates of the High 
Schools, the congregation of the 
Bl.essed Sacrament is your op­
portunity. 

All further information can be 
obtained from His Lordship, R.R. 
C. Jurgens, bishop of Tuguegarao. 

Signature + C. Jurgens. 



Philippines 
Governor General Stimson has been 

chosen as member of the new Hoover 
Cabinet. Before leaving- the Philip­
pine Islands, the two Houses thanked 
him by a concurrent resolution of 
gratitude. 

The Legislature resolved to con­
gratulate Hon Henry Stimson upon 
the new expression of trust in him b~' 

the gornrnment and by his people, and 
to wish him the same success in his 
new undertaking as he had in the 
Philippines. 

In his valedictory speech, on the 
last day of the special session, Gov. 
Gen. Stimson said that cooperation, 
has been the secret of success of his 
administration here. He added that 
it was President Quezon and Senator 
Osmeila whose visit to his house in 
New York and whose pledge of coop­
eration made him accept the post of 
go\·ernor general. 

He proclaimed that he had the best 
cabinet composed ' of men loyal and 
faithful t.o him and at the same time 
responsive and friendly to the legisla­
ture. 

He confessed that success here was 
largely due to the able leadership of 
Senate President Quezon, Senator Os­
mena, Speaker Roxas, and the other 
heads of the party in power. 

He ~aid that he had never seen an 
exhibition of courageous leadership 
and sound statesmanship as that 

shown by President Quezon during his 
administration, and that an intelli­
gent and reasonable opposition has 
contributed greatly to the economic 
progress of the country. 
Resident Com1nissioner Guevara 

Asks for P. I. Independence. 
Declaring that a continuation of 

"the present political and economic 
arrangement in which the Philippines 
occupy a place under the American 
fiag and sovereignty is not profit­
able,'' Resident Commissioner Pedro 
Guevara made an appeal to support 
the Nye resolution. · 

"I appeal to the intellectual leaders 
and the world forces of this great 
nation to support the plan for a con­
ference on Philippine problems as 
proposed in the resolution introduced 
by Senator Nye of North Dakota. 
May the time come when the United 
States will face the world, announcing 
that thru her leadership a new mem­
ber is to be admitted to the family 
of nations." 

The economic interests of the Uni­
ted States and of the Philippines were 
entirely in confiict, the Commissioner 
said. He pointed out that a mo>e is 
now on foot in the United States to 
curtail the freedom of trade existing 
between the Philippines and this 
country and that there is a proposed 
plan to bar the Filipinos from coming 
to the United States. 



These things, he asserted, '' fully 
justify the claim that independence is 
the only possible solution that would 
be satisfactory to both peoples. To 
hold the Philippines under the Amer­
ican fiag and at the same time to 
treat that country as foreign for one 
purpose and domestic for another is 
against all principles and rules of the 
political ethics of the Americitn peo­
ple. 

"Now there is a move on foot in and 
outside congress to limit the importa­
tion into the United States of sugar 
and tobacco from the Philippines, and 
to place a heavy duty on copra, coco­
nut oil and cordage, notwithstanding 
free tJ?ade relations existing between 
the two countries." 

"While the Philippines are under 
the American flag they should be 
permitted to enjoy the right of free 
trade with the mother country." 

~E7' 

President Quezon on Emigration. 
Sen ate President Quezon, in a 

speech delivered before the last session 
of the First National Convention of 
Filipino Business'\l)en, Saturday, Feb. 
9th, said that business in this country 
should be so developed as to give 
employment to the thousands of la­
borers seeking employment abroad. 
He said that he was strongly against 
the emigration of Filipino laborers 
and that in his opinion such emigra­
tion constitutes one of the most seri­
ous problems confronting the country 
at present. 

President Quezon declared that the 
problem of conserving the race by 
preventing the native laborers from 
leaving the country is vastly more 
important than political independence. 

~E7' 

Johnson Introduces Bill in Con­
gress. 

A bill to exclude from the United 
States all citizens of the Philippines 
who are inelegible for American 
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citizenship was introduced in the 
house by Representative Albert John­
son, R epublican of Washington. John· 
son is chairman of the House of Im­
migration Committee. He said that 
thousands of Filipino laborers were 
corning to the United States. 

The measure would place Filipinos 
of the Oriental race in the same cate· 
gory as Japanese and other Far East­
ern peoµles, permitting their entrance 
for temporary residence only or a 
permanent stay if they are members 
of the classes exempt under the emi­
gration act of 1924. 

The measure also would repeal the 
law which authorizes the naturaliza­
tion of the Filipinos honorably dis­
charged from the American military 
or naval service. 

Governor General Stimson said that 
he regretted the introduction by Rep· 
resentative Albert Johnson, Repub­
lican, of the bill excluding from the 
Un it e d States all citizens of the 
Philippines who are inelegible for 
American citizenship of Washington. 
He added that the bill should not 
have been introduced in Congress es­
pecially at this timewhen"ernrything 
is cool," both in the Islands as well as 
in the United States. 

Senate President Quezon on being 
asked to comment on Johno;on·s bill, 
declared that there is only one argu­
ment on the subject and on other 
topics of the kind. 

"If they want to exclude us they 
should give us our independence," 
President Quezon said. "They can 
enact all such measures providfd they 
give us our freedom first. That is all 
we ask." 

~E7' 

Mission to the U.S. 
Senate President Quezon, Senator 

Osmefia, Speaker Roxas will compose 
a mission to the U. S. to fight all re­
actionary measures in Congress 
against the Philippines and its inter-
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ests. The mission expects to sail for 
the United States next April. 

Senator Camilo 0$ias was electecl as 
resident commissioner at Washimtton 
LO succeed Isaura Gabaldon, ar:d Besi­
clei:J.t Commissioner Pedro Gue\·ara 
was re-elected for another term at 
Washington. 

There was opposition to the election 
of the two commissioners but the op­
position was easily O\'ercome. 

The three days' special session of 

the Legislature endEd at midnight 
Feb. 9th., ha\"ing approYed all the 
bills recommended by the Gov.General 
and some resolutions dealing ~ ith 
Philippine affairs. Among the most 
important measur<!s passfd a re the 
four bills concerning the bank institu­
tions in the Philippine Island1', and 
the bill appropriating a sum of 
l"l,000.000 as insular aid to the proY­
inces affected by the last typhoon. 

Foreign 
France.-The Probkm of Educa. 

ti on. 
The news that 5.000 Catholic men 

belonging to the A ~sociation of Fa­
thers of Families joiried in asseml.Jl.'· 
at Paris recently to reaffirm their 
rights in the matter of education and 
instruction of their children has 
aroused wide interest. 

Among those present in the assem­
bly were General de Castelnau, several 
senato1·s, deputies and mun i c i pa 1 
counselors, Canon Courbe represent­
ing the Cardinal Archbishop, repre­
sentatives of the various asrnciations, 
etc. 

Deputy Grandmaison demonstrated 
how the principal part of the present 
crisis in the family was due to the 
SG-ite itself,which.adrnits divorce. has 
disminished the aHthority of parents 
and has entrnsted the youth to rely on 
socialistic educators. But beyond the 
moral problem is a still more gravf\ 
economic problem which today pre­
occupies the beads of families. One 
single efficacious remedy remains to 
art·est the disintegration of the family 
and to save society: this is the return 
to the faith founded by Christ. 

A prominent layman showed the 
necessity of the return of the Relig­
ious Congregations to France, in or­
der that the grave moral problems of 

the country may be adjusted with fvll 
satisfaction to the parents. The 
school problem is one that liPS deepest 
at the hearts of Catholic parents and 
until it i1' adjusted satisfactorily tbe1·e 
can be no true peace. 

'<;JG"' 

Germany. 
In the little town of Vaduz. where 

one may enjoy an unusnally beautiful 
view of the Rhine valley and the 
Swiss Alps. an authentk monarch 
rules o\·er 10.000 souls, all as Catholic 
as he. John II, sovereig-n prince and 
head of the House of Liechtenstein. 
recently celebrated the 70th anni Yer­
sary of his accession to the throne. a 
longer reign than that of either Vic­
toria or Francis Joseph. The down­
fall of monarchies. which became pre­
valent after the World War, has not 
affected this tin.\· kingdom which has 
neither standing army nor direct taxes. 
Its greatest length, from north to 
south. is 15 miles and its aYerage 
breadth, five miles. With the excep­
tion of :.\fonaco and San Marino, it is 
Eurupe's smallest state. 

ThPre are 95,000,000 Germans living 
in foreign countries. whereas there 
are scarcely 60,000,000 Jiving in Ger­
many since the war. At least a third 



of the number living abroad are 
Catholici. 

WhileinGermany there is an average 
of one priest for every 1200 souls there 
are many parishes abroad with only 
one priest for every ten or twelve 
thousands. Often there are no Ger­
man-speaking priests in a comm.unity, 
and by the time the immigrant learns 
the language of the country he has 
become indifferent to or lax in his 
religious duties. 

An institution at Godesborg, called 
the Auslands-priester-anstalt, is now 
preparing young men for the priest­
hood who will be sent abroad. 

Its first priest will soon be ready to 
fill his foreign post, and meanwhile 
the Catholics of Germany are endeav­
oring to interest other young men t,o 
enter the seminary. 

~~ 

Jugoslavia. 
All high school girls, even the 

daughters of the Cabinet members 
are forbidden by an official decree to 
wear short skirts, rouge their lips, 
powder their noses, shave their eye­
brows, or wear their hair in the mas­
culine fashion. 

Many tears were shed when the 
principal of Belgrade's leading school 
made the first inspection of his pupils 
and singled out a group of offenders 
for punishment. 

Scarely had the edict on beauty 
been promulgated when the authori- · 
ties ordered that no girl should go on 
the main streets alone after seven 
o'clock in the evening. 

The Jugoslavian constitution was 
suspended and its chamber of deputies 
dissolved by royal decree. All lawsof 
the land will remain in force unless 
modified by royal decree. 

The possible explanation of the 
suspension of the constitution and the 
chamber of deputies is found in the 
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address of King Alexander: 

"I, King Alexander, in order as 
quickly as possible to realize the for­
mation of these institutions of state 
administration and state organization 
which will best answer the general 
need of the nation and state interests, 
have deeided that the constitution of 
the Serb-Croat-Slovene kingdom of 
June 28, 1921, ceases to be in force. 
All laws of the land remain in force 
until suspended by decree. New laws 
will be made in the same manner." 

~~ 

Mexi~o. 

Portez Gil has been elected by the 
Congress of Mexico Provisional Presi­
dent for a two year term. But let no 
one be deceived by the solemn profes­
sion and asseveration of Calles that he 
has forever renounced the presidential 
chair after he stepped down from it on 
December I, 1928. The press has al­
ready announced that he will form a 
new party called the "Grand National 
Party." and will show the people how 
to govern themselves. 

We do not doubt the intentions of 
Calles thru this new part'y to follow 
in the illustrious footsteps of General 
Obregon and to have himself re-elect­
ed for a six-year term after his Provi­
sional Substitute has finished his brief 
administration, just as General Obre­
gon selected Calles to fill in a Presi­
dential term until, according to Cons­
titutional provisions, he might be re­
elected President. of Mexico. 

In the meantime not much good is 
expei.:ted from Portez Gil. 

Creditors in the United States of 
the Mexican government are disposed 
to look with apprehension upon Gil as 
well as .upon Calles. Calles built his 
5tructure of reform upon shifting 
sands because he failed to take into 
consideration economic effects. The 
outstanding result of his administra­
tion has been economic chaos. His 
successor's program seems to be on no 
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firmer ba,,is. There is not much pros­
pect that Mexico will be in a better 
position to pay its debts during the 
coming regime than during that of 
President Calles. 

~~ 

Norway. 
l\Irs. Sigrid Undset won the Nobel 

.Prize in licerature for 1928. She is a 
convert to the Catholic Faith and one 
of the most interesting figures in the 
European literary world. ShP. is the 
mother. of .five children. 

Mrs. Undset gi\·es all her time to 
her literary work and to her home. 
Though only 46 years of age, she }J.as 
long been acknowledged as one of the 
literary geniuses of Norway and her 
books have been among the best sell­
ers in Europe. Of her latest novels 
400,000 copies have been sold. She is 
the daughter of a professor of archae­
ology, who dred wheu she was young. 
Left penniless, she found work as a 
typist and devoted her spare time to 
writing. While still in her twenties 
lier earnings from her books were 
sufficient to make her independent. 
While preparing her most noted work 
"Kristin La\·ransdatter" a novel in 
three volumes, she came in close con­
tact with the Catholic religion and 
through it became a Cathoiic. The 
l!lerits of her "Kristin Lavransdatter" 
brought her the ~obel Prize. 

Owing to a reduction in Swedish 
taxes an&l an unusually large profit 
realized from the :Nobel fund invest­
ments, the value of the Prize will be 
$42,060. 

The late Alfred Nobel, Swedish 
scientist and inventor of dynamite, 
left his fortune of $9,000,000 as a trust 
fund, the interest of which, he stated 
in his last will, was to be distributed 
each year among those who had most 
notably benefited mankind. The No­
bel Prizes are awarded in five fields, 
namely, Peace, Literature, Medicine, 
Chemistry and Physics. They wer.e 

first given in 190L Alfred Nobel died 
in 18H4. 

Rumania. 
Rumania, the Balkan monarchy 

ruled by the boy king Michael, has a 
new Premier. The three regents who 
are governing the country during 
King Michael's minority, recently 
asked Premier Bratianu to resign, and 
named the ational Peasant Party's 
leader, Julius l\Taniu, to take his place 
and form a new cabinet. The Peasant 
Party has accused the Bratianu gov­
ernment of despotism. Premier l\la­
niu has promised that the common 
people of Rumania shall hen(!eforth 
be represented in Parliament. that 
there shall be a greater freedom of 
the press, greater individual liberty, 
and a friendlier policy towards other 
nations. Some people believe that 
he intends to establish a Republican 
form of government in Rumania. If 
this takes place, Michael may never 
become king after all. 

~~ 

Russia. 
Grand Duke Nicholas, former com­

mander-in-chief of th~ Russian army 
and choice of the surviving Russian 
monarchists for the Russian throne in 
the event of the overthrow of ·the 
Soviet regime, died last January in 
France. He was born on No\'. 6th 1856. 

Death sealed the career of a noble­
man who had led one of the most 
spectacular lives of any man in th~ 
turbulent European history of the 
past two decades. . 

Frequently reported dead as the 
victim of assassins and one of Europe's 
mystery men, the grand duke had spent 
much of the past five years living in­
cognito in various place$. J;Ie has 
lived mostly in France and England 
since his flight froqi Russia with his 
wife, the Grand Duchess Anastasia, 
and his brother, Grand Duke Peter. 

At one time, so harassed was the 



former Russian war leader that he 
took refuge on Prinkipo Island in . the 
Sea of Marmora between Asiatic and 
European Turkey. 

On Nov. 23. 1922, the Grand Duke 
was elected successor to t.he throne of 
the late Czar Nicholas when the piti­
ful remnant of Russian nobility term­
ing themsel Yes the supreme council of 
Russian monarchists met in secret 
session in Paris. 

"'::!17 
Spain. 

A French group interested in avia­
tion is said to haYe offered 75,000 
francs for the sole copy of "El Ente 
Dilucidado" written 250 years ago by 
a Spanish monk, Antonio de la Pena, 
and still the property ot' the Spaniards. 

The volume, beautifully illustrated 
and illuminated by hand, contains a 
remarkable study of the possibility of 
flying. However. the majority of its 
chapters dealt with subjects of such 
little interest or so little understood, 
that few ever took the trouble to reach 
the portion which dealt with aviation. 

Father de la Pena's thoughts on 
av_iation, which are said to be closely 
analogous to modern practice, begin 
with a study of specific g-ravity and 
the action of the soJ;ds in {·arious 
liquid<>. This brought him to the idea 
of a man and motor propel led machine 
that would fly thru the air. He decid­
ed that the "solid body should possess 
three thingS-a fixed gravity, exten~ 
sion of wings and violence of impul­
sion so that the intensity of the weight 
would be proportional to the extension 
or spread of its wings." 

"The form of the body of the ma­
chine must be that · of a bird," he 
continued. "Construct a small boat 
of wood in the shape of an eagle's 
body and then construct the wings of 
very light material, but let their 
length be proportional to the weight 
of the little boat and the body of the 
man, just as the wings of the eagle are 
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proportionate to its Lody. It will be 
necessary to fix the wings so that their 
superior faces will never touch." 

"The tail of the machine should be 
in proportion with the part to which 
it is adapted, so that the motor whieh 
is found inside may make it operate in 
any direction and as oft..,n as may be 
necessary. Then attac-h the motor in 
the little boat in such a manner that 
the gravity of the entire machine may 
be !J1aintained and equilibrium estab­
lished with the slightest resistance." 

"The pilot will be seated in the 
middle of the machine on the centre 
of gravity, and will hold in one hand 
a governing or controlling red with 
which to turn the tail to the side con­
sidered necessary and with his feet he 
will operate the wheels of the mechan­
ism, thus irnita ting the movement of 
birds and accomplishing with his 
motor all that the soul of a bird could 
achieve." • 

The foresightedness of this seven­
teenth century precursor of the 
Wright brothers is most remarkable. 

-.::iG"" 

Sweden. 
Much interest has been aroused by 

news of the discovery just made i.Jy the 
Swedish scholar Dr. L. M. Baath, in 
the Vatican arch i ms, of a pa pal bull 
dated 1262 giYing the blessing of the 
Pope to a postal office established in 
Stockholm by the Swedish statesman 
Count Birger. 

The postal serYice from Rome to 
Stockholm was maintained in those 
days by traveling monks who followed 
a definite route and delivered letters 
in all the communities through which 
they passed. 

Switzerland. 
Ad>ertisements which portray wo­

men in costumes extra-negligee have 
roused the ire of the Swiss women or­
ganizations. 

Many of them have addressed a 
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public protest to the newspapers de­
crying the increasing habit of repre­
senting women in newspapers or in 
shop windows in a state of semi-nudi­
ty, They say that it strikes a blow 
at tbe dignity of womanhood and is 
demoralizing to the youth of the 
country. 

"A NATION IS STRONG ONLY 
IN THE PROPORTION TO ITS MO­
RALITY." says the protest, which 
urges the imposing of a boycott on 
stores, newspapers and magazines 
which persist in showing lack of res­
pect to womanhood. 

~c:-' 

United States' Policy of President 
Hoover. 

Herbert Hoover, president-elect, 
will make no public statement of 
policy and no speeches of any kind 
from now until the day be delivers 
his inaugural address. 

This is the word conveyed here. It 
means that the president-elect has 
determined to do nothing to interfere 
in any way with the completion by 
Pres. Coolidge of his term and that 
any conferences which are held here 
prior to the inauguration will be in­
formal and of an advisory character. 
Mr. HooYer will stick to his role of 
private citizen. consulting with leaders 
and gathering information for use 
after March 4. 

Mr. Hoover's speech making on the 
South American trip was confined to 
messages of good will and were not 
intended as indications of a particular 
trend in foreign policy. One news­
paper interview in which Mr. Hoover 
said that he did notfavorintervention 
in the affairs of Pan-American coun­
tries was construed as a rebuff toward 
ihe Coolidge policy in Nicaragua, but 
it was not so intended. ~Ir. Hoover, as 
a member of the Coolidge cabinet, 
has approved the Coolidge foreign 
p·olicy. The foreign policy of the 
United States under Mr. Hoover in 

in Central and South America will be 
what it has been under preceding ad­
ministrations-namely an opportu­
nistic one. 'J'be facts and circum­
stances of a given situation determine 
the amount of intervention diplomatic 
or otherwise, that is decided upon by 
American presidents, all, however, 
with the g-eneral disclaimer of perma­
nent occupation or annexation of ter­
ritory, the withdrawal from Cuba and 
Mexico being cited as sufficient proof 
that the United States has acted sin­
cerily. 

The trip of Mr. Hoover to South 
America will nevertheless play an im­
portant part in future relations be­
cause many of the past disputes have 
been due to lack of understanding, if 
notof cordiality between governments. 
Mr. Hoover is not a bigot. The fol­
lowing story, vouched for by Charles 
Mercier, nephew of the late Cardinal 
Mercier, proves it clearly: 

At the end of the war, Mr. Hoover, 
about to return to the United States, 
wished to m·ake a lastvisittothegreat 
Belgian Prince of the Church with 
whom he had frequent dealings dur­
ing the conflict. The interview was 
drawing to a close, when Mr. Hoover 
said: "Your Eminence, I should be 
grateful to you for a trifling object 
that you have constantly carried about 
your person." 

"But what could I offer you?" ask­
ed the Prelate. 

"Your rosary beads, for instance." 
The Cardinal, albei°t so mew hat taken 

aback, pulled out his beads and handed 
them to his visitor. 

Friends who met the "Friend of 
Belgium" somewhat later in the U­
nited States declared that he still 
kept the modest keepsake in his pock­
et. Maybe he has it yet about him­
self as a remembrance of his war-time 
experiences in Belgium, where he is 
held in highest esteem. 
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~cL'rcL'rcX,'rcL~~~~crcLcrcL'X~cLcr~ g QUESTION BOX g 
~cL'rJ:.J'rcL'rcL~~~~'rcL'rcLTcLT~ 

Questions unsigned will not be answered. Anonymous letters must find 
their way into the waste paper basket. We will not publish the 

names of those who send questions. 

Some 'Jf our readers are anxious 
to know the regulations concern­
ing fasting and ab:;tine·nce. Here 
we . give the explanation in the 
fonn of questions and answers. 

·what is meant by the law of 
fasting? 

The law of fasting prescribes 
that only one full meal a day 
be taken; iit does not forbid a 
small amount of food in the 
morning and evening. 

What is meant by the law of 
abstinence? 

The law of abstinence forbids 
the eating of fleshmeat and of 
broth made of meat. It does not 
forbid the use of eggs, milk and 
milk products, such as cheese and 
butter, (in the former regulations 
eggs, milk, cheese and butter were 
forbidden, unless the bishop al­
lo;wed their use which he usually 
did in the Lenten regulations). 

lVhat about the seasonings of 
food? 

All seasonings made from the 
fat of animals are permitted on 
days of abstinence. The fat of 
animals constitutes layers of tis-

sues distinct from the f.lesh. 
White flesh (as in bacon), which 
is sometimes calle_d fat, is the flesh 
in the true sens·e of the word and 
may not be used in the prepara­
tion of foods . 

What is meant by broth? 
Broth is a soup made by boiling 

meat or bones in water. The 
juice of the flesh can be had in 
certain extracts from which a 
broth can be made and such 
broths are likewise forbidden on 
days of abstinence. 

What is the law off asting and 
of abstinence in the P. I. 

For Filipinos .and mestizos the 
days of fasting and of abstinence 
are the seven Fridays of Cuares­
ma or Lent. 

For people having more than 
half European blood, the days of 
fasting and abstinence are: 

1-The seven Fridays of Lent, 
and 

2-Ash-W ednesday. 

The days of fasting without 
abstinence-are the 

1-Seven Wednesdays of Lent; 
2-Holy Thursday, and 
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3-The Friday of Ember Week 
in Advent. 

The days of abstinenoe without 
fasting are the eves of: 

1-Christmas, 
2-Pentecost, 
3-Feast of St. Peter and St. 

Paul. June 29, and 
4.,.-The Assumption, Aug. 15. 

On days of fast only, may I eat 
meat as often as I wish? 

You may not. It is allowed 
only at the principal meal, since 
you are not to take more than one 
full meal a day and meat is not sup­
posed to form a part of the small 
amount of foods permitted in the 
morning and evening. 

May I invert the order of the 
principal meal, changing the mid­
day principal meal to the evening? 

You may change the order. 

Otz days of fast only in lent you 
are allowed to eat meat once a 
day at the principal meal. Now I 
am not bound to fast. May I eat 
meat oftener on those days? 

Persons who are not bound to 

fast because-they are under twen­
ty-one. or are beginning their 
siixtieth year, or have been ex­
cused from the fast because of ill 
health, or h~trd work or for any 
other reason approved by the 
confessor (if you are sure that 
your reasons are satisfactory and 
honest, you do not need the con­
fessor's approval), may eat meat 
as often as they wish on days on 
which those bound to fast, may 
,eat it once a day. 

Who inscribes the name of the 
wearer of the brown scapular in 
the register of the Arch-confrater­
nity? 

Thie priest who laid it on, is 
obliged to inscribe the name, or 
to send the name to the place 
where the register is kept. 

What to do with an old 
scapular? 

You can burn it. If there are 
no new brown scapulars for sale 
in your pari·sh, you can ask for a 
scapular-medal; have it blessed 
and wear it. 
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For all correspondence with "THE LITTLE APOSTLE" send your 

letter to "THE LITTLE APOSTLE" BOX 1393, MANILA 

My Dear Readers: 
Contributions from the self-denial 

week are still coming in. May we ask 
those of our promoters who did not 
send their shares yet to forward them 
as soon as possible. So fa1 the self­
denial week is a complete success, and 
we think the amount of this year shall 
be, at least, as much as the one of 19~8. 
We avail oursel Yes or this occasion to 
give our most hearty and sincere thanks 
to all those who in any way have co­
operated in this work of mercy on 
which our missionaries in the Moun- . 
tain Province so much depend. 

llfay dear Little Flower reward you 
all with the shower of heavenly bles­
sings. 

A new center of Crusaders w·as 
formed in Abulug (Cagayan) under the 
able direction of the Reverend Parish 
Priest together with 11'.Tr. Jose Vela 
and Mrs. Agata Vela. 

The association there was hardly 
known a few months ago, and now it 
flourishes in a most wonderful manner. 
We gladly publish in this issue a pict­
ure of those who started the society 
of the Little Flower in that beautiful 
village. There are still many pueblos 
where the example of Abulug could 
be followed; could there not be found 
in every place of the Philippines a 
pious and generous soul willing to 

start the crusade. From North and 
South came letters, telling us about 
special favors .obtained through the 
intercession of dear Little Flower. 

Space does not allow us to publish 
them all, however desirous we may be 
to do so; we shall neYertheless make a 
little summary of some of them. 

Mrs. M. from San Carlos (Occ. Ne­
gros) tells us how one of her relatives 
was suddenly cured from a painful 
disease aft ·she promised to do some­
thing for he missions in honor of 
Saint Teresita. 

A lady living in hacienda P.P. who 
formerly had been favored with spe­
cial graces from our dear Saint had 
promised a substantial gift, if she 
would obtain a long cra_ved for grace; 
she now s_ent us the gift asking us to 
publish it in our reviews as a testimo­
ny of her gratitu.de. We gladly do it, 
since it serves, more and more, to 
spread the devotion of the mission 
patron. From Cebu comes another 
letter. Mrs. M. writes us how after 
having suffered for a long time from 
a lingering disease, and after having 
consulted_ the most eminent medical 
authorities without avail she was sud­
denly healed, after she and Mr. M. 
had completed a noYena in honor of 
the Little Flower. Mrs. M. will ex­
cuse us for not giving all the details; 
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they would help a great deal in foster­
ing the devotion to our beloved Saint, 
but here is Mr. A. a seminarist from 
Tugueg-arao with another story about 
the cure of his dear mother, who had 
been brought to that town for treat­
ment, after having receiYed the last 
sacraments. This is what Ur. A. says: 
"I took courage in placing all my con­
fidence in God, decided to ask for help 
through the powerful intercession of 
the Little Flower of Jesus. Hence I 
began a triduo in her honor, and 
requesting our charitable father 
director to tell my fellow-~eminarians 

to recommend my poor mother in 
their humble and fervent prayers, 
especially during Holy Mass and Holy 
Communion. My hope was not disap­
pointed, for the triduo had not yet 
finished and the patient was stronger 

and positively improved. I noticed 
that my mother was able to move her 
left arm which had become paralysed. 
The improvement was constant, so 
much so, that soon we were able to take 
mother back to our home-town. 0 how 
much I deplore my lack of words to 
express my deep and heartfelt grat­
itude to Saint Teresita. How true is 
she to her promise when before dying 
she said "I will spend my Heaven in 
doing good upon earth." 

Dear readers let us all have more 
confidence in our mighty patron Saint. 
What she has done for others, she 
will do for us. Let all those who are 
sick in body, and whose .souls are 
wounded by sin have recourse to her, 
and they bhall be cured. 

Your grateful,· 
LITTLE APOSTLE 
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A Li\tfdle Lftffe 
of t'lhle J.Littll~ lFliinwell" lfo~ 1Liittfdl.e Clhiill.<dltfeIIU 

CHAPTER XXIX 

Therese enters the Carmel. 
Continuation 

Entering the convent, the 
Mother Prioress, covered with a 
large black- veil, t(jok Therese by 
the hand and a procession of all 
the religious of the house lead her 
to thf' statue of the Holy Infant 
Jesus, adorned with. lights and 
flowers. Outside, the yard was 
covered with snow. Jesus had 
heard the wish of Therese w1hiai 
had desired to see nature dresse(d 
in white an the day she would 
take 1!he holy habit. Who is the 
bridegroom, who, at the wish of 
his betrothed, oould drop fro\m 
heaven a single fall of sndw? 
Such were ilhe thoughts of The­
rese while going to the chapel, 
with a beating heart, betwe.en twa 
lines of invisible virgins that had 
come from heaven to guide her to 

the altar. 
Finally, those who attended the 

ceremony could see, thr-ough the 
grates, the little Saint taking her 
place_ They saw her beautiful 
locks fall o'ne by one under the 
clicking of the scissors, and yet, 
under her poor habit and white 
veil, she cont.nued to look admi'r­
able. Therese, or rather S' ster 
Therese of the Infant Jesus, was 
a CarmeLte. 

18 months later, September 8 
1890, she made her profession, 
renouncing all for the love of J e­
sus by her three vows of poverty, 
chast:ty and obedience. This 
time her fathey was absent and 
could not give he.r his fatherly 
blessing. How sorry Sister The­
rese was. 
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The old man was paralyzed. 
His infirmity was to iast six 
year-; longer, after which he died 
the death of a Saint in the arms 
of Celine. 

Once she had finished her mis­
s'on, Celine also entereed the 
Carmel. Her angel · cal sister ini­
tiated her in the princ ples of the 

religious ljf e, 
One year later, Mary Guerin, 

the Lttle hermit of the forn1e.r 
times, in turn knocked at the gate 
of the Carmel and entered to live 
in the desert under the diroction 
of Sister Therese. Their inno­
cent game of old became a reality. 

CHAPTER XXX 

Holy D3ath of the Little Flower. 

CHILD REN perhaps may 
not understand all the de­

. tails of Little Therese's 
life while in the convent. They 
will do well to read her life. 
written by herself, once their 
more developed intellect can 
grasp all the love that animated 
our Saint, when vvithin a few years 
she conquered one of the bright­
est crowns of glory ever won by 
mortal. 

What children should knrnv of 
her religious life is that she has 
suffered much .... God sends His 
heaviest crosses to those He loves 
most. to give them a chance to 
sanctify themselves more. 

Notwithstanding all her suffer­
ings, Little Therese was the hap­
piest creature on earth, and, even 
during her-most acute pains, she 
was smiling and kind. 

From her early infancy, she 
had accustomed herself to submit 
to the will of God and not to her 
own. Once in the convent, her 

submission to God's d:ctates was 
complete. 

-"Oh, my dear beloved Je­
sus," she used to say, "I have no 
other means of demonstrating to 
You my love than to throv,r flo­
wers at Your feet. So, I never 
will omit an occasion of doing 
some little sacrifice. I will do 
even the smallest things and I will 
do them, because of my love for 
You. That is the way I w·ll 
throw You flowers. Never will I 
pluck a flower-without taking out 
every petal of it to offer them all 
to You. Afterwards, I will sing, 
I always will sing, even if I have 
to cull the roses by their thorns, 
and my song will be so much more 
melodious as their thorns have 
been ·bigger and sharper." 

It was this disposition of The­
rese that captured God's infinite 
heart and made Him even weak 
towards her, - if we are allowed 
to say so - granting her many 
favors. 



We have seen how Therese 
loved her dearest father. She 
anticipated all his wishes. She 
loved God with the same affec­
tion, and, in this way, she ruled 
God who could not refuse her 
anything. 

What pleases a father most in 
the behavior of his ch ildren, is 
their full confidence in his good­
ness. Therese had that confi­
dence in her father and, in the 
convent, she always acted with 
the fullest confidence in her 
heavenly Father, trying to please 
Him in all her words, thoughts, 
desires, acts and omissions. She 
was grateful to God in sotrow as 
in joy and for disappointments as 
for favors; she was convinced that 
God knew best what was best for 
her, and that in His infinite love, 
He ·could bestow upon her ohiy 
that best. 

But she did more. Consider­
ing the ingratitude of sinners who 
reject God and His love, she of­
fered her whole heart to God, 
asking Him to place in it all the 
love so shamefully rejected by 
sinners. 

-"Men do not love You." she 
often exclaimed, "but I desire to 
love You as much as all of them 
together. You, my Lord, will 
give me that love they forsake, 
and that way I will be able to 
console You in Your sorrow for 
their ingratitude." 

This divine contract made 
Therese a "Victim of God's most 
pitiful love," and in return God 
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loved.the Little Flower so much 
that He there and then decided to 
glorify His little creature and to 
bestow upon her in heaven the 
reward of her endless love, by 
making her so powerful, as no 
Saints have been after their death, 
except the Blessed Virgin. 

The time of this rewai:d came 
very soon. Jesus was anxious to 
cull His Little Flower, demonstra­
ting once more that not the num­
ber of years on earth, but the 
greatness of love makes great 
Saints. 

After eight years of religious 
life, Little Therese was attacked 
by a disease of the lungs that 
brought her to the grave. Entirely 
submitting to God's lovely will. 
she endured with patience the 
long sufferings that crucified her 
in the sickroom. 

With pleasure she looked to 
the day she would have to ab-an­
don this valley of tears, because 
she knew Heaven would open its 
gates and permit her to come back 
upon earth to continue her divine 
mission of teaching us to love 
God with all our hearts. 

Surrounded by the Community 
of the Carmel of Lisieux, she re­
c~ived the last Sacraments with 
admirable fervor. An Angel she 
had been during her short life, an 
Angel she died with these last 
words on her lips. 

- "My God .... I.... love .... You!" 
Such was her last farewell, the 

true echo of her whole life. 
Then, opening wide her eyes, 
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she fixed them with an expression 
of heavenly joy above the statue 
of the Blessed Virgin, that was 
standing near her bed. 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, was 
come to smile at her. Had not 
little Therese often prayed: Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 

- sinners, now and at the HOUR 
OF OUR DEATH. Amen. 

She saw the little Jesus extend­
ing His arms to receive her. 

She saw the Angels, descending 
from Heaven, to take her in pro­
cession into their glorious abode. 

It was September 30 of the year 
1897. Little Therese was only 
24 years of age. 

Immediately, rumors were 

spread that wonderful things hap­
pened in the convent. 

In fact, a sick sister was instan­
taneously cured while she kissed 
the feet of the Little Flower. Two 
religious saw a splendid crown in 
heaven, and all smelled celestial 
perfumes. 

And from her deathbed, as al­
ways smiling, Little Therese 
seemed to look from under her 
closed eyelids at the countless 
roses, she was about to drop from 
Heaven upon numberless little 
souls on earth that would confide 
in her power and imitate her 
virtues. 

END. 

In Memoriam 

t ABSOLVE. we beseech Thee. Lord. the souls of thy sen-ants: 
:'lfelchora Salvacion, Francisca Riel, Carigara. Le~·te: Teodoro 

Tagros, Dalm:icio Singzon, Catarmano, Samar: Victoria Bautista 
Cenan Prado. Vicenta Manzano, Juana Laurinte, Tandag, Surigao; 
Juana Abagar, Socorro V. de Cerilles, Cebu: Pastor Sal6, Tuguegarao. 
Jovita A rtacho de Santos, Lingayen, Pang.; Atanacio Sosing, Laoang, 
Samar: from every sin, that in the glory of the resurrection among 
Thy saints and elect they may arise in the newness of life, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

- Cum licentia ecclesiastica 
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