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THE KAPOK INDUSTRY IN THE PHILIPPINES

Islands Well Adapted to Production of Kapok on Commercial Scale—Comparative Tests Show
High Quality of Kapok Raised Here—World's Demand for Kapok Increases—
U. S. Buys ooer Eight Million Pesos Worth of Il Each Year

Kapok—Iocally known as “bulak”
in Tagalog, “doldol” in Visayan, and
""Kapasanglay” in llocano—offers un-
usual possibilities as a commercial
crop in the Philippines. The United
States bought over eight and a half
million pesos worth of kapok last year
of which the Philippines supplied
only F190.638 worth.  Other countries
which are also great users of kapok

are Holland, England, ' Australia,
France, Germany, Italy, Spain, and
Japan. Of these

countries, the United
States and Japan are
the principal con-
sumers of Philippine

For upholstery
purposes, for which it
is principally used,
Kapok is preferred to
all  other stuffing
materials, due to its
great capacity for
tilling and its great
elasticity. It is more
resilient and is lighter
than any other filling
material. Mattresses
stuffed with kapok do

tively free from in-

sects. For buoyant

articles, such as life-

saving  appliances,

Kkapok is now utilized

in  substitution  for

cork. The use of

kapok has  beel

recently introduced in the textile in-
dustries. Kapok yarns used for car-
pets, cloths, and in the lace industry
are now on the market. It was re-
cently found also that kapok can be
used in the manufacture of felt hats
and gun cotton.

By-Produetu Alxo Valuable
Besides kapok (the floss, which is

by far the most important product),
its seed and the bark, the gum and

the young leaves of the tree, also
have important commercial uses. Oil
can be extracted from the seed, more
than 20 per cent of the weight of the
seeds being oil. This oil, produced
on a commercial scale in Holland and
in France, is used for culinary and
lubricating purposes, in the manu-
facture of soap, and also as and adul-
terant with other oils. The residue
after extracting the oil, called press-
cake, is used for cattle feed and
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fertilizer. The bark of the kapok tree
contains a reddish fiber which is used
for tanning leather, for dyeing cloth,
and sometimes for tying purposes.
The wood yields an almost opaque
gum which has some medicinal value;
and the young leaves, when ground
into a paste, are also used for me-
dicinal purposes.
Supply Short of Demand

The world's supply of kapok has

always been insufficient to meet the

demand. With tho spreading recog-
nition of its unrivnlled qualities as
a filling material and its several im-
portant uses, the world’s need for
Kapok is steadily increasing. Jnva,
the greatest source of this prdouct, is
said to have now renched tho limit
of its capacity for kapok production,
und new sources of kapok aro being
eargerly sought; inquires are lasing
made, especially from the United
Slates, into the pos-
sibilities of a much
greater supply of
kapok from the Phil-
ippines.

The Philippines
has an _insignificant
share of the present
world trnde in- kapok,
although ~ conditions
here are said to be ns

practically neglected
state of the kapok in-
dustry in the Philip-
pines today. In most
places, where kapok
is found, the trees are
simply growing wild,
and no systematic
effort has as yet been
made to put the in-
a per-
manent  commercial
basis. While Java
has given full attention to the cul-
tivation of kapok since the middle
of the last century, the Philippines
has not shown any attempt to exploit
the industry until very recent years,
her first exportation of kapok taking
place only after 1905. Most of the
supply of local exporters is obtained
from Dumaguete, Cebu, Iloilo, and the
Province of Pangasinan.
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Favornhte Comtittons

Tho fact that kapoek trees are found
wrowing wilidl In practically  every
port of the IPURIppines s ample proof
of e nduptabilty toral il and
cllmntle conditions to kapok cultuee.

. It ia ankd that the heat
na for the cultlvatlon of knpok
found mouth Manlla,  The high-
ent qunlity of Phitippine knpok 1
produred bn the Visayan, while it Is
b that Mindanao could supply all
the kapok needed by the Unileil States
It W vost Inml aresn avallnble for
kapak wore plunl

Phittppine Kopok Sawe an Jn

Vhillppine kapok ia not ntrinslenlly
dliferent from Java knpok, which is
now conabidored the beat in e worll's
markel. Doth are the product of the
annie Arew known un Ceibu penfawdra,
(Rvivdendron unfractuewnm, D. C.)
Comparative teste made by the Ba-
venu of Stnndards, Washington, 1), €.,
ahowed that Philippine knpok  han
Tomgrer stuple lenicth nud §s compress-
We to o greater degree than the Jova
product, although the latter ix slightly
more reaflient thun the former.  The
hoat-quality kapok 1t 1s autd, contuina
1 forchirn mntter (dirt, reedds, ote.)
fw white in color, hax a long staple and
fa bvoyant aml resiliemt,  The aame
testx vevented that 1he highest-grade
Phillpplie  kapok  could be  grown
in Guijulngan, Oviental Negros. It
appenrs that whatever may be the
wllend inforlority of loenl kapek at
prosent ix due to the lack of proper
culture amd preparation, and the
faulty grading and standurdization of
the product on the pavt of Philippine
proilucers and exparters,

Cultivation

The planting of kapok sceds or
cuttings could be done in the simplest
why almost anywhere in the Philip-
pines, In tact, there is hardly any
important secupation that requires less
amonnt of work and enerey than that
of kapok cultuee, However, due to
the extreme case with which the plants
thrive, there i the tendency of loeal
producers to louve the growing trees
uneared for, which is & bad practice.
For the information of Philippine

planters, the folluwing factx about
kapok culture in Java are glven herc:
“In Jnva, kupok Ia propugatel
much more often by sceds than by
cuttings, na the former gives robust
and better plunts, while the latter is
wunceptible to the nttack of termites.
The farmer methad ia always followed
on the big plantations, There are two
varletles of kapok praduced—the big
and the amall, which differ only in
the amount of the poda they yield,
the quality of Nesn being the same
in hoth varictles, The reeds are first
planted in necdbeds and then trans-
ponted when they attain a height of
one meter.  The scedlings of the big
variety arc planted (between rows
of eoffee planta) nbout 72 feot apart,
while thoae of the small varicty (be-
tween rows of cacno plants) about
24 feet upart, The trees are mever
topped, contrary o the common prac-
tice in the Philippines, They are not
fertitized, but weeding around the
young trees in conatantly done.”

Cieaning the Fibor

The pods must be picked from the
trees as they are ripe, and must never
bo left to pop open on the trecs and
fall on the ground as is usually done
here, causing the local kapok to de-
teriorate in quality, As soon a8 the
pusls nre picked, they must be spread
out on clenn drying platforms so
constructed as to prevent the pods or
the down from falling or being blown

away. These platforms must te
arranged 0 ns to be covered quickly
with some Kind of roofing to keep off

rain or heavy dew. As the pods dry
out in the sum, they pop open, and
the down, together with the seeds,
is then separated from the pod. The
preliminary process of separating the
fiber or floss from foreign matter may
bo done simply by hand, or may con-
sist in stirring the material in a
container so that the seeds and heavy
trash will fall to the bottom, while
the floss remains on top. The final
cleaning of the floss may be done by
running it through simple mechanical
devices. Cleaning the fiber on big
scale, however, is done best by feed-
ing it into the regular machines made
for that purpose. The Bley machine
which may be obtained from Linde-
teves Stokvia, Batavis, for about
#8320, and the Lienan machine, which

in much almpler and less cxpensive,
could be profitably employed by Phil-
Ippine producers.

Preparation for Erport

The principol work in exporting ka-
pok consista of removing the seeds and
ather foreign mstter from the floss.
In the Philippines, this is still done
by hand or by simple and crude hand
apparatus. In this cleaning process,
when done on o big scale, modern and
economical machinery should be em-
ployed, in order to obtain the best
results. The fiber, finally cleaned,
must then be graded according to the
degree of whiteness and the amount
of foreign matter present. After
that, it is packed in uniform standard
bales that ere covered with fabric,
usually of jute or other gunny ma-
terial, and bound with wire, rattan
or other suitable binder.

One of the serious needs of the

Philippine kapok trade at present is
a good grade control to classify the
kapok exported as to the region or
district of its origin. Due to the
position of the Archipelago. Philip-
pine kapok grows under widely vary-
ing climatic conditions, thus making
it also vary widely in quality. Uni-
form grading and standardization in
this regard, as well as more extensive
cultivation of the plants and the
proper preparation of the fiber, would
place Philippine kapok in a position
to face competition in the world’s
markets,

MANILA RECEIVES
LESS SHIPMENTS

Sugar, Abaca, and Copra Re-
ceipts Decrease

Shipments of abaca, sugar, and
copra received in Manila by water
from the various ports of the Islands
during the first nine months of the
current year were much less in quan-
tity than for the same period last
year, according to figures compiled
by the Bureau of Commerce and In-
dustry. This decrease has been due
mainly to the increasing direct ship-
ments of export products from other
Philippine ports.
(Continued on mest page)



