B Obseevatioms of 3 Filipino who comes back to his

coyntry sfter a loag absence

FILIPINO LIFE TODAY

Filipinos swiich languages
in any one conversation as
frequently and ecasily as you
may change gears in a Volks-
wagen during a drive from
one end of town to the other,
The function of their linguis-
tic gear<hanging is to com-
municate with exquisite pre-
cision, the several different
moods, postures,  awitudes
and relationhips that are nor.
mally exchanged in a normal
conversation between any two

people.

In such conversation Ta-
galog will reappear as a bass
note from time 10 time, to
indicate sincerity and per-
sonal closeness: English may
indicate a practical tenor;
Spanish always indicates the
high class or good f(amily of
s user.

But the Filipino's linguis-
tic schizophrenia s only a sur.
face manifestation of deeper
currents:  the Filipino bears
a confusing muluplicity of
identitics. The country as a
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whole reflects this individual,
internal t war.  While
their achievements may s

from their mixture of '
many of the Filipinos' frus.
trations are rooted in not yet
Mbe ng who they want w

Today Manila jangies,
honks, shuffles and roajrs with
bustle, re, tangle and
dust. Manila is the heart.
beat of the Philippines, just
as Honolulu is the pulse of
Hawaii,

It is a Jarge flac city cover-
ing an area roughly between
one-third ancl one half of the
Island of Oahu.

Most of this city looks like
a mixture of Honolulu’s
Chinatown, Kammuki and
Pear] City, in the height of
its buildings, size of streets
and general appearance.

Now imagine Kaimuki
stretching  from  Diamond
Head through Waikiki and
all of Moiliilli and Manoa,
ala. Moana, downtown,
through Aica, past Pearl City
into Waipahu anx! Ewa, then
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wandering north in  dusty
confusion across all the cane
and pincapple fields between
the Koolaw and Waianae
ranges and then awling
out through the em:?: Waia-
lua district to the ocean
again, jam-packed all the way
from Diamond Head to here

This is just the setting.
Now crowd in almost three
million people. Add 15,000
taxis, maybe 20,000 jeepneys,
the juggernauts of six bus
lines, and about 9,000 private
cars, Put all of these in
constant sound and motion
all day and on into the night
and you have a fair wdea of
the continual roaring, swarm-
ing, tangle, clatter, and sheer
crowdedness that is Manila.

Imagine all the stores ancd
all the sidewalks buzzing with
these hexds of peoples for
miles and miles; imagine
normal traffic as being per-

uvally bumperao.bumper
rom Pearl Harbor to Waia-
lac IN ALL STREETS, and
you're beginning to get the
picture.

Movie houses at 9:00
am (8:00 am. on Sunday).
Many stores close for the
noon hour. The “official”
business.lunch time is 12:30
(it takes that 1o get
there). The city is bombard-
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ed by eight television chan-
nels, ‘dd?m radio mnion:i
eight news s an
uzhmuyym{mgtgc There
are “day clubs" for those
who want to dine and dance
while the sun is up.

A very hamlsome business
district is rising out of the
swamps of Makati with broad
streets and  beautiful build.
ings. Luneta Park., that once
looked like a littered [air-
groundsatdnf,mdo(ah:z
day, mow rolls a green a
Léden carpet ol welcome to
the edge of Manila Bay.
Well-groomed, new residen-
tial subdivisions are prolife.

rating. A big new Hilton
Hotel s nearly ready for
operation and a Sheraton

otel is very cdose behind

The giant cockpits — -
size staciums that on )
Sunday afternoons still rock
the countryside for miles
around with the roars from
thousands of throats - are on
the wane a3 television takes
over. And on three of Ma-
nila’s TV channels that tele-
vision is in color (the Philip-
pines is the thind country in
the world to use commercial
color TV).
Television sets and large
:{?bbtﬂ are assembled by

illed craftsmen. San Miguel
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Beer now comes in cans
Lucky Strike, Kent and other
cigarettes are manufactured
locally under franchises from
the parent plants. Buicks
andml’omiaq. Datsuns adn:
Volkswagen are amon{
cars the Filipinos assemble.

And another vehicle,
known to Americans for it
comfortable ride, is there:
the installment plan, It ap-

ies on clothing, furniture,
all kinds of things. (The
Filipinos call it “pa-iyak"” . . .
meaning “by squawks and
squeaks.”)

The occasion for my visit
to Manila was to share in the
ceremonics of the 25th anni-
versary of the Fall of Bawan
beneath the Japanese inva-
ston forces in World War 11,

but my mogen impression
at the end my wvisit was
that the Filipino bravery of
%9. Iﬂ.hub&ns}:cuo
the bravery t
are sho:!:ng in April, 1967,
Now they are at grips with
an enemy far more patient
and cunning.

With d:rane Courage,
Filipinos © a'y are fighting
against time for the educa-
uvon that will open their po-
tential, for the land reforms
that will heal over old and
festering social ills, for the
health and stamina to keep
themselves going, for the
commerce and industry that
will pay 2 man more for a
day's work and finance the

nment’s tions, for
the stabilization and enforce.
ment of systems that will give
the common man a confi
dence in law and order and
faith in the future.

Today's brand of Filipino
courage is somecthing Hawaii
could know more about, so
the following reports will at-
tempe to describe these strug-
5:;9‘. and this visitor's kales

opic impressions of this
richly integrated society, cul-
ture, and country, and the
grace of its le under fire,
— By Norman Reye;, abstract-
ed from Mamla Times, July
20, 1967.
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