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Benton of the “Texas Crap Shooters™ Ends
Career Here

Former statistician of Manila
medal man: was in the

Scratch any oldtimer ever so lightly and von discover an
erstwhile romantic adventurer. Lawrence Benton is one of
the last men you would suspect of this, but it is eminently
true of him too; and in spite of tin* fact that for 20 years he
has been stout, rather solemn-mannered, and sedate. This
dignity developed when he had quit taking his fun where he
found it. It came with his advent into civil life*, where he
had a long and worthy career in the insular customs service
was collector at Zamboanga—and topped it with 10 years as
the amanuensis of the Manila
Harbor Board where he pre-
pared and published the an-
nuals on the overseas trade
of the Islands, often supple-
mented with special papers on
the Islands’ main industries.

On retiring from the civil
service, he was granted the
retirement gratuity, and with
the harbor board he had 1*10
000 a year. His contract not
renewed, he and Mrs. Ben-
ton (they have no children)
are to make their future home
in the United States. Ben-
ton has 3 brothers, older
than he, and will so arrange
his life as to spend as much
time with them as possible.

These brothers live in Wis-
consin. Friends everywhere in
the Philippines regret the break-
ing of ties with the Bentons,
who however have been suc-

cessful here and leave the
Islands with goodwill toward
them.

The regiment that Benton
came to the Philippines with
as a_volunteer soldier was
recruited at San Antonio, Tex-
as—"“Remember the Alamo!”

—and was the 33rd U. S.
Volunteer Infantry brought

over on the transport Sheri-

dan that left San Francisco
September 30, 1899, and dock-

ed at Manila October 27.

The regiment went on im- e
mediate duty at Caloocan,

then it was reembarked and
convoyed up the west coast of Luzon by 4 gunboats, and on
November 7 took the town of San Fabian. Largely recruited
from Oklahoma and the Indian Territory, and the Texas
ranges, soldiers of the 33rd represented every walk of life and
had such a propensity for craps as to be dubbed The Texas
Crap Shooters.

Colonel Hare liked the nickname at once, it told him his
men were ready fighters. The regiment was soon in the*
battle of San Jacinto, one of the toughest fights of the entire
Aguinaldo insurrection, and it did itself honor in the fight.

Then Colonel Howze of the 34th Volunteers, and Colonel

.taken back to America on the Sheridan.

Lawrence C. Benton
ma'dtd bis soldiering in the Abra Mountains with coconut-
husk pads for shoes.

Harbor Board is congressional
G'illmore-rescue  expedition

Hare of the 33rd, with small selected detachments, drove into
the Abra wilderness to rescue the Gillmore party. (In the battle
of San Jacinto, Major John A. Logan was killed; his body was
Logan was one of
the few commissioned officers killed in action during the war,
and 2 men of his battalion were killed beside him).

Lieutenant J. C. Gillmore had been the navigating officer
on the* gunboat Yorktoicn sent to Baler, Tayabas (President
Quezon’s birthplace) to bring relit'f to the Spaniards, about
50 in number, holding out
against the insurrectos under
the impression that Spain still
held the Philippines and the
rebellion was a movement
against their country. It
was this stubborn garrison
that kept the Red and Gold
flying longest in the Islands.
In trying to relieve it, Gill-
more and a number of his
men encountered overwhelm-
ing Aguinaldo forces up the
river, that they were exploring
with the ship’s boat, and were
compelled to surrender after
some had been killed and
others fatally wounded.

Aguinaldo had them taken
to San Isidro and placed in the
provincial jail, and with other
prisoners occasionally taken,
they were moved north as
Aguinaldo retreated farther
and farther into the moun-
tains. The roomat San Isidro
where they were confined be-
came, under the United States,
the office of the division schools
uperintendent.  Visiting that
office often, during 5 years of
supervising  San Isidro’s
schools, | remember that the
names of the prisoners where
they had scratched them into
the brick, were still on the
wall toward the street; and
| recall that they were event-
ually whitewashed over, and
that | felt it a sacrilege.

But | remember more merri-
ly my beloved neighbor, the
old Spaniard, his loyal wife a Filipino woman, who, released
at San Isidro when Aguinaldo trekked north, got a message
back from Gillmore to the advancing American line. The
message told the American command that Gillmore and his
men were still alive, but feared they would be in great danger
of being shot as excess encumbrance during the retreat.
Permitted cigarettes, the old Spaniard emptied one, put this
message in the wrapper, then closed the ends with tobacco;
and then he hid this fragile cartridge in his groin, and made his
way south to meet the Americans.



March, 1936

Near the column, he climbed a mango tree
und concealed himself, calling out when the
advance guard approached. So he delivered
the message, and the further most persc
information that his wife was about to undergo
the < of nubility; whereupon the regimental
surgeon was requested to take charge of the
situation.  The woman was conveyed (o the
field hospital in a Daugherty wagon, wnd there
delivered of a boy who, when baptized,
called Lawton.  Thix boy came to have brothers,
Funston, MeKinley,  Roosevelt,  MacArthur,
Taft. The gateful and emotional Spaniard
seemed to love America cqually ax he did
his wife; and his young republicans attended
San public school.

After San to, out of Benton's ¢
10 less than 76 men were able (o be d
the outfit taken by Howze and Hare in res
of the American prisoners, Gillmore heading
them, that G al Manuel Tinio had sent into
the wilderness under a detail commanded by
a licutenant. Only 24 of the company coukd
ot go, something showing the stamina of tho
young volun The expe n \\I||I
about 6 days" ration
cffected after wo
human enduranee.

At Jest the priso found, alive but
Eumishea —though b 50 than tl
rescuers—at the headwaters of Abulog rived
gathered at a boulder midst and on the
bank above, the Filipino ofl and his men
waiting to swrrender. On this turn of fortune
the prisoncrs gave way to long-pent fecling,
they behaved like hungry ehildven: they wept

sterically, and  laughed by turns —every
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Luzon Stevedoring
'Co., Inc.

Lightering, Marine Contractors
Towboats, Launches, W aterboats

Shipbuilders and Provisions

SIMMIE & GRILK

Port 'Area

CORNER DASMARINAS AND DAVID

Peoples Bank

and

Trugt Company

Manila, Philippine Islands

COMMERCIAL BANKING

TRAVELLERS CHECKS e LETTERS OF CREDIT

SAVINGS e TRUSTS
SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES

FOUR PROVINCIAL BRANCHES
AT YOUR SERVICE

Baguio, Mountain Province
San Fernando, Pampanga
Tarlac, Tarlac

® San Pablo, Laguna

IN RESPONDING TO ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE MENTION THE AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE JOURNAL



46 THE AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE JOURNAL

“But we here only,” some intermed
Mareh found this was aceurate information.

With suclt dircetness the American régime began, that the subject
ol this sketeh had a gallant part in al the outset, a useful
When Bangued was 1o eleet a0 mavor, Mareh ealled all voters o his
beadquarters and told all who wanted to vote for Isidro Paredes, (Quintin's
futher, to =tep to the right. 1f anyone wanted to vole for lsidro”
opponent, if anyone dide they conld step to the Teft, As this, whil
simpler, differed only in detail from the Spanish clections, i wax 2 onee
understood and aceepted; aud of course, Isidro was all but unanimously
clected the town mayor.

So the story runx o, adventure after adventure,  Yet there
who suspeet that when oldtimers got together
pust, the days of the cmpire, they depat from strict acewrey
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HERE IS SOME-
THING TO KNOW
ABOUT MILK!

friceration.  Add water to Khim
and you ebtain Milk of the nusst
natural flavor, and with all
natural milk nourishinent.
cetlent, doctors say, for bubies.
1f your dealer cx\nuul supply you,
send us s address,

and you end for-
ever the difliculty of getting
or keeping fresh milk.

Klim is rich, pure cows milk,
powdered—with only the water
removed. It keeps, without re-

Sales Agents:
GETZ BROS. & CO.
509 de los Reyes Blde., Manila
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Powerful Urenic
Dissolvent

Astonishing cures
of the most rebel-
lious cases of

Gout

Rheumatism
Arthritis
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Agents for the Philippines
BOTICA BOIE

Urotropi
Tosfuto dinodice 0.021
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Nathing of the =ort.  In the instant ease, I have had the
of the 33cd Volunteers, by the regimental historian,
carprtbagging school teacher, and
, published in The American Otdiimer.
e data, the Journal wishes him and
irs of eomtinued happiness together, They have

the long bow!
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Jones;

Future for Chromirte
(Cantinued from page 00

proximately one-third the figures used in making the estimates referred to.

As vegards mavrketing, chromite, unlike gold, muxt be sold in & com-
petitive wket. Consumption and cost of production play important
roles in producing stics xhow that chromite consumpt
expanding,  New wses are constantly henwg discovered for its utilization.
an example, the Tast few months bave seen an i sing demand for
ferrochrome in the awtomobile industey due to the discovery that the
dition of a small amonnt of ebrome o the iron i the engine—a small
added 1o the material formerly used (o make forgings such as the
i1, permits the casting of these parts instead of forging.  The nd-
< an important puet in adding strength
cteristie which i casingly being re-
custri There ix o doubt but that
consumption we aned that we ave in on the groand floor of a com-
[} w o growi ndustry,  With the aequisition of the dulu
now being compiled it will be possible to intelligently nego
for ore and decide on the feaxibility of constructing metallurg
ph aleable product to actual consumers,  As p
pointed out, extimates of the coxt ol producing fer from M
e decidedly favorable to that deposit.
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4. We are on the ground foor of a rapidly expunding market and

the development. of new industry,

Improvement . . .
(Continued from page 20)

dry mining and i cheap adequate air conditioning for great
depths. These will render reciprocating electrie rock drills
immediately popular with a great saving in power and reduc-
tion in the cost of hreaking.  We may yet see the piping of
liquid air instead of compressed air to the working faces in hot
and deep mines, but for cooling and ventilation purposes
instead of for power.  Further improvements) in  scraper
loading and more particularly in mechanieal loaders are to be
expected.  Cheap light portable readily-joined metal belt
conveyors would findd useful application for gathering ore—
the locomotive has inherent disadvantages. Present types
of ropes and hoists do not appear to offer scope for any great
improvement, atthough pumps and fans are still the subject
of interesting innovations.

Many ore-dvessing processes, particularly the crushing or
ntegration of ores, offer a wide scope for technical advance.
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