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What Do You Think
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ITH the USC election hulloboloo now
| aver, the question thot is wppermost in
our minds is: Of what benefit Is the campus
election to the college students? As an
answer, | have this to soy: The eleclion is
not just another ordinary affair when high-
flown longuage is being disployed by glib-
tongued candidates to sway the perplexed
student-elector to hls side. Speaking matter-
of-factly, election time offers the studeant
ample opportunity in which to exercise the
priceless gitt bestowed by the democratic
form of society—the inalienable right of
suffrage. That every Carolinion did hlis
share in enabling the election to fultill its
alms is o definite ond proven fact.
—RENE PERNA, Liberal Artx

® In my opinion, the campus election af-
fords the best training for the students
who, three or four or five years hence, will
take their places as citizen-leaders of the
countty, to gear themselves to the delicate
and vital ari of self-government, 1t has
hecome a matter of common knowledge that
the govermment is but the constitution of
the will of the people, 1f there is anybody
to blame for the failure of the government,
it is the people. A rotten and vice-ridden
rovernment represents, ten to one, a rotten
and vicious people. With its failure or
success, we either sink or swim. One should
not, therefore, lose sight of the oft-times
belittled fact that his single vote will, in
one way or another, ultimately determine
the kind of men who are going to run the
rrovermment,

—AMPARO Yar, Education

' . .

The organization of o steudent goveramental
body deserves not just a fleeting thought
but the topmost berth In the list of the
student's extro.currlcelor activitles. Reasonm:
Under pressing circumstonces the student
finds it the last recourse where to air his
gripes and grievances characteristic of the
more complicated government on the national
level, 1t serves os a vigilant mowthpiece of
the student populoce—Iit is thelr volce itself.
The job of the Intelligent student-elector,
therefore, is to cast his vote only for the
men most copable and wnselfish in channel-
ing the student body's energies to serve
this end.

—PrETRONILO SEVILLA, Commerce
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® The good colliege student regards active
participation in campus political affairs
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not only profitable but also worth his
while. He makes it a point to make such
participation a part and parcel of himself
because he wants to possess a liberal and
well-rounded education the moment he steps
ont of the wniversity's fold. This is not
being prophetic or exaggerating, but in the
final count, the stupendous efforts exerted
by the collerre professors down to the stud-
ent’s very first teachers in the development
and cultivation of his mind will have been
altogether futile if he doesn’'t make the
most of his inherent right to vote,
—Buz.\m’-‘:rn JagarLa, Liberal Axts
L 2 L

Politics is defined os the science of govern-
ment, I the real essence of the definition
finds expression ln its practice, its respect-
abillty os a profession, science and art will
not fade. However, If its aims, the most
important of which is te imstall @ goveram-
ment free from graft and corruption and to
be of service to the people, shift to the
mercenary, it becomes intolerable in the eyes
of the people.

This is where our knowledge of compes
politics comes in. This activity Inculcates in
owr minds that it is not so much the question
of who wins but what he can do in case he
wins, that we are perennlally concerned with,
The people t take c¢h ne more
than they con sacrifice efficiency for men.
tf we take an active part in campus political
affairs, we hove good reason to expect a
better government when our time comes.

—FREDESUENDO ONG, Commnrerce
® In a young, struggling republic such as
ours, where becoming vich overnight has
become the chief ohsession of crooked,
money-mad politicians, there is an impera-
tive need of veplacing them with new in-
corruptible ones. But where to find them?
In this quest for talents, the campus
clection plays a very significant role.

We can find them in the persons of
student leaders, not so munch in scholars,
IFor scholastic brilliance is not a substitute
for tact and leadership. The Student Coun-
cil pives them the chance to display their
wares, Whether they prove competent or
incompetent makes little or no difference
at all to know that experience is the best
teacher. By assuming key positions in the
Council, they lay the blueprint of what
they can do in case they aim at publie
office. With the one-year incumbeney as
officers and vepresentatives of the body,
they have plenty of time to introspect and
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evaluate their merits and shortcomings, The
organization of the Supreme Student Coun-
cil thercfore is just a step in the right
direction,
—FrLorA JUMAPrAO, Architecture
. . "

Nothing exists without a purpose: the Stud-
ent Council is not formed for mo reason of*
all. 1t is formed to do good and the good
always. it resolves to glve the “I#" to col-
lege Jife. But no matter of what callber the
officers and representatives are, it would
be of no avail without the wholehearted
cooperation of the individual members. The
head cannot stand by itself without the
body, just as the body connot withost the
head. Both need the support of each other
in the same way that the Studemt Council
needs our cooperation and we, their guidance
and atteation to on orderly and well-coer-
dinated college life in the course of owr
short stint in this University,
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® The conducting of the USC election re-
flected much of the attitude we have to-
wards politics. The enormous enthusiasm
with which we attended the “grand” rally
and the big smile that played on our lips
the moment we shook hands with well-
meaning campus “politicos” only showed
our fuller and more nature understanding
of what campus politics can do for us.
In the firet place, what interest we have
in campus polities, sooner or later, broad-
ens and sprouts into leve for politics on
the local and national scale, This love,
however, should not go to the extent of
nrejudicing other things of cqual import-
anee as moral and spiritual obligations.
In the second place, it makes us feel we
are a part of the government and no
matter how small we are, we contribute a
little something to its success or failure.
And finally because real service is all
there is to the Council, it makes us realize
that politics is not intended as an oppor-
tunity of making cur pockets bulge with
ill-eotten money as some politiciang are
thinking,
—EMMa LyNna VALENZUELA, Secretorial
’ . .

There is a lot to think obout in school elec.
tions and | thought 3he pervasive splirit of
the last USC Student Counmeil etections would
live on. But new that the din and fery has
died away, | doubt if anyone still finds it
worthwhile te think about it, comsidering
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that, in most cases, the spirit of such acti-
vities usually appears with compelling force
at the beginning of the school year, only to
sputter to an end and vonish after the in-
duction of the newly-elected officers. Then
peace reigns once more in the campus in
the form of absolute silence.

At any rate, the lost USC elections had
left something which we would remember
for o long time to come. Firstly, our student
leaders here have given ws the impression
that they, too, are not stupid in applying
the political trades they have learned from
our 20th centery politiclans. Secondly, the
student electorate, who constitute the
greater bulk of the intellectuals on this side
of heoven, have showm their capacity to
render moture judgment, to act as a people
with o high sense of values as evidenced by
the attitude they haod manifested in the
exerclse of their right of suffrage.

But it Is olso o sad commentary on the
conduct of Student Council elections in
general that in the midst of the last bitter
political wranglings here, there were cam-
pus politicians who did not conduct their
campoign on a higher plane, It is indeed
lomentable that some of them followed the
snsavory pottern set by the modern crop
of undisciplined politiclans, wnprincipled pro-
pagandists, who resort to cheap political
tactics such as those we now witness over
our local airlanes. Yiewed agalest the finer
points for which student councils are or-
gonized, we may say without fear of con-
tradiction thot the condidotes who indulged
in seuch stunts were unknowingly traiming
themselves for o kind of leadership alien
to the common, accepted norms of conduct
in owr Catholic community.

To advocate o “STUDENT COUNCIL THAT
IS ABSOLUTELY [INDEPENDENT OF THE
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION" is #o declare
“war" agoinst the University. The claim that
our Student Council here is only independ-
ent in nome but a puppet in fact, on the
qround that until now it is still tied to the
apron strings of the USC administration, is
not o volid defense for the cause of student
self-government, While it is true that Stud-
ent Councils are training grownds for stud-
ents in the ort of self-government, it does
not neccssarily follow that students who
cherish that ideo are automatically free to
establish their own institution inside the
school campus. The University is a State in
itself with the students as its subjects. That
being the case, the former is but exercising
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a legitimate prerogotive in demanding
obedience from the latter. For the students
to “live” imdependently inside the campus
without giving the school authoritles the
the benetit of intervention in their affairs
may be a beoutiful idea (ot least that's
democracy in actisn) but it cannot be
carried that for becouse once students as-
sert absolute freedom of control from the
school administration, that's an express
renunciation of their status as subjects, In
short, they cease to be students, That issuve,
therefore., was os preposterous as it was
hellew,

Another thing which did not fail teo invite
the attention of the school population was
the game of “hide and seek’ played by can-
didates who caompaigned evem inslde the
polling places, in gross violation of
the election laws promuigated by the
Election Committce chairmanned by Ay,
German Mayo, Jr. The committee did its
best to enforce the election lows bet it
being o one-man committee {it was only
Atty, Mayo whom 1 sow in oction) the
“mice” played inside the precincts when
the “cat” was away. We con say this much
for Atty. Mayo who was alone and who
sweated it out to make the elections free.
's hard to imogine how he monaged to
pull those candidotes out of the polling
places,

After all has been saoid ond done, how-
ever, we cam taoke consolation in the fact
that there has been no trowble os aa off.
shoot of the last elections. So for no election
protests have been filed by this or that
candidate. Thot means, the election was
free.

—BALTAZAR V. QuINAIN, College of Law
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SCANS really weve bug-eyed searceh-
ing for their vegular “Corner” in the
first issue, Miss Betty Antomio had
to give way o us due o pressure of
work at the Patria, hcence this ap-
pearance in the second issue.

Graduation thinned the ranks of
the officers of the SCA and a revamp
had to be undertaken to continue a
iob well done by past officers, An
clection of the Central Council offi-
cers was held together with a despe-
dida party fov Father John who left
for Manila on a new assignment.
Jesus Alcordo, a Chemical engineer-
ing scholar took over the reins of
the SCA government vacated hy ano-
ther scholar, Jesus Estanislao, who
was promoted into the ranks of the
cmployed, he leing now onc of the
instructors of this university, The
other officers clected arc: Josefino
Tapia and Josefino Donaldo, vice-
presidents; Susda Meata, sccrelary;
Filomena Villamor, treasuver; Juon
Montero I, I’IRO; Orchid Sacris and
Truce Ordona. contact lady and con-
tact man respectively, Fr. Pedro
Kranewitter is the new chaplain and
Miss Guillermo Villoria is the lay
adviser,

In order to give more impetus to
the ever growing membership of this
silent but potent lay organization,
new units and cells were added, The
effectivity of adding new wnits and
cells was cvidently shown during the
induction ceremonies of the Central
Council Qfficers and the Faculty Ca-
tholic Action officers. Very Rev.
Father Rector inducted the officers
and gave a most heart-warming and
inspiring speech.

Last July of this year, we had a
leadership-training  and  orientation
program. The training course, which
lasted the whole day, offered a serics
on the SCA by Catholic actionists
from this and other schools in the
city. TPractical lessons, forums, and
impromptu programs were the other
parts of the well-attended leadership
training and orientation progran.

As an incentive to the cells and in
order to reward the most efficient
cell in the SCA, we are now spon-
soring a contest among the different
cells of the SCANs, This contest,
unlike most contests which cater to
the *“get rich quick mentality” so
prevalent among people today, has
for its aim the enrichment of the
spivitual rather than the material
being of the SCANs, The contest,
which features regutar mass and
communion attendance, coopcratlpn
and mustering of recruits, had its
start on the first day of August. At
the end of the month, the winning
cell will be posted on the SCA bul-
letin board as the model cell of the
month,

At this writing, the Radio-Drama-
ties cell is preparing for its part in
“The Rosary Hour”, a weckly radio-
program sponsored by SCA unmits in
different schools. The half-hour pro-
gram will have the USC SCA as its
sponsor on August 23,

August 30 this year's baleh of new
members were inducted into the
SCA. The solemn ceremonics were
followed by a program. §
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