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SOCIALISM TODAY

Why Crime Is Decreasing
in the Soviet Union
By A. SHLYAPOCHNIKOV

Assistant Director of the Scientific Re-
search Institute of Criminal Policy

HE SOVIET UNION is convert-

ing into reality the age-long
dream of the best minds of mankind:
the building up of a classless socialist
society. In solving this task, the Soviet
Union, simultaneously with the aholi-
tion of classes and survivals of the past
in the minds of people, 'is abolishing
crime—one of the worst survivals of the
past.

The October Revolution, which led to a
radical break-up of old productive rela-
tions and to the elimination of private
property in the means of production,
could not but give rise to embittered re-
sistance of all the forces of the old so-
ciety, which were ready for any crime
that might stop the victorious march of
socialism. This resistance has found its
expression not only in counter-revolutio-
nary crimes, directly expressing the
struggle of the remnants of hostile clas-
ses and their agency, but also in general
crimes which equally reflect the tradi-
tions of the old order are a heritage of
the past.

The tremendous successes of socialist
construction could not but bring about a
considerable limitation in the scope of
crime. The improvement in the living
conditions of the masses, the immense
growth of culture, the abolition of unem-
ployment and the elimination of pover-
ty in the village resulted in a sharp re-
duction of erime.

Statistics conclusively substantiate
this. Taking the number of persons con-
victed of criminal sets in the RSFSR
during the first half of 1933 as 100, the
number dropped in the second half to
93.1; at the end of 1934, the number of
cases dropped to 69.9; in the first half
of 1935 it fell to 60.7.

In the Ukraine, the number of persons

_convicted of criminal acts declined in the
last quarter of 19356 to one-fourth the
number in the first quarter of 1933. In
Soviet White Russia, this number de-
~clined by 67.1 per cent. A similar pie-
ture of the reduction in crime is to be
observed during the past three years in
the other repubics of the Soviet Union.

THE NUMBER of convictions in va-
.rious categories of crime shows more
clearly, perhaps, the sharp decrease in
crime in the USSR. Thus, there has been
a marked decline in the number of per-
sons convicted for breaking the law of
Aug. 7, 1932, on the protection of socialist
property. Taking the number of convie-
tions under this law during the first

half of 1938 in the RSFSR as 100, they
dropped to 27.9 in the first half of 1934
and to 9.6 in the second hal]f of 1935.
In the Ukraine, the number of similar
cases fell even more. A further drop is
shown by statistics of succeeding periods.

Property crimes, particularly theft,
which constitute more than 70 per cent of
this category of crime, have declined
equally sharply. Statistics show that
convictions for theft declined 61.4 per
cent in the first half of 1936 in compa-
rison with the same period in 1933.

A striking reduction in the number of
crimes against the person is also shown
by figures. In 1926, the proportion of
these acts in the total number of criminal
convictions amounted to 26 per cent in
the RSFSR. Beginning with 1929, the
percentage decreased year by year until
in 1934 it dropped to three per cent. The
number of convictions for sexual crimes
in the RSFSR today has dropped to 26
per cent of the number in 1929. During
the same period, the number of cases of
bodily assaults dropped 40 per cent and
murder convictions 50 per cent.

The- main sources of juvenile crimes
were homelessness, neglect and adults’
instigation and recruiting of children for
criminal acts. The decision of the Coun-
cil of Peoples Commissars of the USSR
and the Central Committee of the Par-
ty of the USSR on the “Abolition of
Child Homelessness and Child Neglect,”
and also the law of April 7, 1935 on the
“measures of fighting against crimes
among juveniles” played a.colossal role
in reducing children’s crimes. The law
is' directed most sharply against adult
instigators and against those juvenile
law-breakers closely connected with a
criminal énvironment.

In the courts of Mgscow Province, 54
cases of juvenile crime were tried in
May 1935, in November the number
dropped to 23 and in,December to 21. In
Voronezh Province, 88 were convicted of
juvenile crimes in the second quarter of
1935, 77 in the third quarter of that
year, and 34 in two months of the last
quarter. ' A similar reduction in juvenile
crime is observable in other districts of
the country.
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THUS, as a result of the decisive suec-
cessive successes 'of soclahsm in our
country, the eriourmous rise in the stand-
ard of living and culture of the masses,
and the elimination of hostile .class ele-
ments, the Soviet Union has ‘achieved .a
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Defending the Workers and
National Defense

Working men of England have their
own idea‘of National Defense. In his
maiden speech in the House of Commons,
William Gallacher, representmg the mi-
ners of West Fife, has this to say:

“There were over 1,000 men killed in
the pits last year and neerly 200,000 in-
jured. Have you defended them?

“Come with me to the mining villages,
day after day you can see the terrible
tragedy of -the pit, and the tragedy of
the mines’ homes.

“Have you defended the miners’ fami-
lies in Wales, Lancashire, on the North-
east coast and in Scotland? Have you
defended these places—go and look at
them—which give the appearance of a
country that has been devastated by the
enemy? Have you defended the miners?

“We say not a penny for armaments.
It is a crime against the people of this
country to spend another penny on ar-
maments.

“Every penny we can get should go in
wages for the miners, towards the health
and well-being of the mothers and the
children and adequate pensions for the
aged and infirm. We require every pen-
ny we can get to make life better for.
the working class.

“If the seven billion pounds which we

. spent during the war in ruin and des-

truction had been spent in making life
brighter and better for the workers of
this country what a difference it would'
have made.”

To hospitals of the blg mines of the
Philippines every day brings its train of
ambulances bearing bleeding bodies of
the maimed, the dying and the dead. Is
our government defending these men and
their famiiles? '

Socialists in England don’t like to see
school boys performing military drill.
Since Socialiss are now in control of the
Council ef the City of London military
men are refused the use of elementary
school buildings for company training.

They have abolished O T C and Cadet
Corps from all schools under their
charge. School children are forbidden to
attend Navy League lecture. Also,,when
an Anti-air-craft Briglde planned a’
march to stimulate reeruiting the Coun-
cil refused permission to use Battersce
Park for this purpose.

substantial reduction in crime. The de-.
crease should be specially. noted in the
rural districts as an evidence of the root-
ing out of petty proprietorship habits re-
sulting from the strengthening of the
collective farm order and the whole pro-
cess of remaking the minds of these

_people,

The:sharp reduction of. crlme, horweve:,_
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ECHOES FROM THE. FORGOTTEN.

“How d_1d you get here?”

“I walked, of course,” she said. “At

two o’clock this morning I got up and
with my radishes walked to Warsaw be-
cause everybody comes to buy here on
Tuesdays and Fridays. These are the
big market days and I had to be here at
five o'clock. It takes me longer,” she
added apologetically, “because I am old
now and cannoit walk so well.”
“But it snowed and rained last night
“Yes, It snowed and then it turned
to rain. Just before I got to Warsaw
it turned to rain and the roads were very
muddy and it was hard walking.” '

“And you stay here how long?”

“All day until it gets dark and then
I walk back to my village.”

“How much do you make after a
day’s work like that?”

“Sometimes a zloty and fifty groshen
and sometimes two zloty and sometimes
not even fifty groshen.”

“And on that you have to live half
the week?”

“Me and my son. He is ill now and
cannot get up from bed or he would be
helping me,” she added quickly.

does not in any way signify a tendency
towards laxness in this field. Today,
side by side with the struggle with acts
against public preperty, which is the
main force of resistance of the remnants
of hostile elements, special attention is
devoted to the fight with erimes ‘against
the person. In the Soviet Union, where
the human being is looked upon as the
most valuable capital, the person of the
citizen, his property and his rights are
placed under special protection. This is
precisely the reason for the measures for
punishing more severely certain catego-
ries of crimes such as ruffianism, wilful
refusal to pay alimony and similar cases.
The unusual results in the Soviet Union’s
struggle against crime have been obtain-
ed on the‘basis of the abolition of ex-
ploitation of man by man, the abolition
of poverty and unemployment, and the
rise in the standard of living and the
culture of the population.

A tremendous role in the effectiveness
of the Soviet juridical policy is played by
the principles of corective labor, the
whole idea of which consist in changing
the minds of people, who, in the past
were enemies ‘of a socialist society and,
under the Soviet system of education,
have largely become converted into new
people who have forgotten their previous
customs and habits.

We afe confident that this fight with
crime wil, as a resutl of the vitcory of
Communism, lead to the final and com-
plete abolition of crime in the land of the
Soviets.

'Lithuania and Latvia where the

“W'hen you have so° llttle, what do you-

eat?”’ I asked.

“Bread and potatoes.
there to eat? Potatoes are very cheap
but the bread is dear.
make only fifty or sixty groshen after
all day here I buy only potatoes and we
have them. But if I am lucky to make a
zloty, then we can have a bread too.”

I had been taking her time which she
might have used to sell her radishes and
I gave her a zloty. She offered me the
seven radishes she held in her hand.

“No, no,” I said. “ I have taken up
your time so you keep this zloty.”

“The whole zloty!” she exclaimed,
holding it in her hand and looking at it
with unbelieving eyes.

“Yes, of course. You keep it.
away. I guess you can use it.
pretty hard, isn't it?”

And suddenly those old eyes
with tears and she began to cry.

“Ai, pana, pana,” she sobbed, “no one
knows how hard our life is".

Put it
Life is

filled

T HE desire for “something to hap-
pen—anything”—is widespread and there
is a whole vast area in Poland extend-
ing from 100 to 200 miles frem the
Russian border and running about 1,000
miles from the northern frontier of Cze-
choslovakia to the southern frontiers ef
“any-
thing” is being translated into action
with organization behind it. This is
the “pacification area,” so named because
Poland is trying to “pacify” the pea-
sants. How the peasants feel and how
they are being “pacified” is not being
made public by the govérnment or by the
Polish press nor does the iron censership
permit news of it to seep out if it can be
stopped. )

“Pacification” first began in 1913 in
the region immediately north of the Car-
pathian-Russ section of Czechoslovakia
and has become increasingly brutal and
ruthless. The men and women; both ra-
dical and conservative, who told me what
is being done to the peasants there were

as frightened as those who speak in Ita-

ly or Germany, for in Poland the author-
ities need only to suspect that you talked
of these matters to find yourself on the
way, without a trial, to the concentra-
tion camp at-Bereza Kartuska.

‘Not far away was the Soviet Union
where the peasants had been miserable

but now news was seeping across the-

frontier that Russian peasants were eat-
ing again, that they had salt for their
potatoes, that they ate meat, that they
had bread, that things were getting bet-
ter while in Poland life for the pea-
sants was steadily growing worse. Peas-

ants turned their eyes eastward ‘where’

Soviet soil now offéred a haven of plen-

What else is

Sometimes if I-
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ty. A'strong Communist' sentiment de-
veloped and this- resulted in the offort
o “pacify” the region, - '

‘Battalions of soldjers swarmed on vil-
lages secking the leaders but the pea-
sants refused to surrender them and in
desperate efforts to root out the “Reds”
the officials introduced the custom of

"eommon responsibility.” This procedure
is quite. 'simple, soldiers sirround e ¥il-
lage where a Communist is suspected of
being active and line up all village resi-
dents. » The officers then announce that
the village is “commonly responsible”
for the existence of a Communist in their
midst and unless he is surrendered with-

.in one our.every fifth ‘erson, man, wo-

man or child above fourteen, chosen at
random, - will be placed under arrest,
beaten severely and then imprisoned on
suspicion of being themselves Commu-
nists.

On my way to the village of Kolki in
the Volhynia district, where I had heard
children had been “pacified” for asking
for free schools I talked with peasants
who told me many things with anxious
pleas  not to tell that they - had
talked with me, pleas as anxious as any I
encountered in Italy or Germany. Even
government officials in Warsaw, sick of
the oceurrences in the “pacification area”
talked. And I heard tales-like the one
when the miilitary swept upon and sur-
rounded the little village of Bobraka
where a Communist . was atcive. The
threat of “common responsibility” was
made and either because the peasants
were terrified or because there was an
informer in their midst the Communist
was found and taken away to prison
“and the izba (peasant hut) where he
had lived was burned to the ground and
over the cold ashes plows were drawn
and the land was plowed so that no one
would ever know even the ground where
a Communist had lived.” X '
" There were many such tales as I went
wandering around the Volhynia distriet,
stopping” at izbas that sagged from the
weight of their snow-covered straw-
thatched roofs and then I came to Kolki
where an old and bearded peasant told
me of what happened on May Day of
1935.

The new Polish Constitution had guar-
anteed “free schools and there had been
joy in‘the hearts of the “dark people”.

- The illiterate and hungry peasants had

heard that the educated did not hunger
and they wanted to see their children
educated so they “would not hunger as
we ‘are: hungering.” - 'When no schools
were buflt the .peasants began ‘to de-
mand them and at first shyly and -with
many -apologles and then a little irritably
they asked why the schools: were  not
being built for the children - and the:



