Masonic Music & Composers

Bv BRO. EUGENE STRANSKY, M.D.
JW, Dalisay Lodge No. 14, F & AM

In 1956 the two hundredth anniver-
sary of the birth of the greatest Masonic
composer, Bra. Wolfpang Amadeus
Mozart, was commemorated in the en-
tre civilized world. The host of musi-
cians, musicologists, and plain lovers
of music remember Nozart for his
many  famous compositions, his un-
chained legacy to the music of the
world, yet so few know him to be a

prominent  DMason  und  to have
composed music for the Crale
which he so dearly loved. [That

same year, this author was requested
by (li. Bro. Fredric Stevens, PGM
and Sovercign Crand Commander of
the Sconish Rite in the Philippines, t
deliver a lecture on the Masonic music
of Bro. Nlozart at the Scottish Rine
demple. This, the author gladly did
and several recordings o Bro. Mozart's
Masonic compositions  were plaved to
the delight and enlightenment of those
present.

Presently, this writer desires o expand
the [ormer lecture and present it in
rcadable form to the brethren of the
Craft in this Grand Jurisdiction, and to
the hosts of others wherever theyv are
dispersed. 1 am grateful to Prof. Paul
Nertl, now a professor of musicology in
the University of Indiana at Blooming-
ton, Indiana, who was formerly a pro-
[essor of musicology in the defunct Ger-
man University at Pracue, Czechoslo-

vakia, for some of the source marerials
of this article. Prof. Nettl is himeelf a
brocher of the Cralt and a promincnt
member of the Lodge of Research of
New York. Bro. Nettl's Musick wund
(Music and Masonry,
though originally in German, is a <ource
of lasting information on the subject.

Freimaurerei,

Bro. Netl's book of 190 pages con-
tains not only daza on Bro. Mozart but
ulso gives other dara on other com-
poscrs of Masonic  music and other
masterpicces who were themselves Ma-
sons, DBro. Mozart lived (1756-1791)
at the time when music was at its golden
age. Most of the rulers of kingdoms
and cmpires and the wealthy aristocrats
in Europe maintained their own orches-
tras and delighted in having such or-
chestras play for them in their bails and
concerts.  Franz Joscph Havdn, one of
the most gifted of composers, himself
a Mason, was the conductor of the or-
chestra of Prince Eszterhazy, one of the
richest of Hungartian aristocrars.  King
Fredric of Prussia, also a brother Mason,
was an cnthusiasiic flutist and it was
for him that Johann Scbastian Bach
composed a number of sonatas and
sonatinas for Hlute and piano.

To go back to Bro. Mozart, let me
recall that he did so much for Masonic
music at the time when Masonry was

not popular in his country of Austria.
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It was practically banned therc until
1790 though the emperor, Franz, was a
Mason. When his son, Joseph I, as-
cended the -throne that year, Masonry
was allowed to flourish.  1lowever,
shortly thercafter, Masonry was again
bannzd for a long time until the end
of World War 1. Srangely enough, in
the other half of the Austro-Hungarian
empire, Hungary, Masonry was recog-
nized since 1867 but banned after World
War L

Muzar: joined the Craft on December
14, 1783 passed to the degree of Fellow-
crafr on January 7, 1785; but it i« not
definiely known when he was raised
at the Sublime Degree. We know,
howeve:, that a few months after Bro.
Mozar: was raised, his own [ather,
Leopold Mozaxt, entered the Fraternity
Also, the composer, Havdn, a Friend of
his, became a Mason presumably duc
to the influence of Bro. Wolfgany Mo-
zart, BrU. I\’Iozart Slilrt(.'d to CO]TII)(]SC
Masonic music in 1785 and produced
some more until his death in 1795, In
fact, his best known work, “The Magic
Flute” was composed in 1791 and was
first publicly played under his baton
shortly before he died. “The Magic
Flute” is cntirely Masonic in theme.
His First Masonic  composition
“Gescllenreise” or “The Voyage of a
felloscraft”, which he composed when
his fa.her, Leopold, was passed to that
degree. For the installation of a
friend to the Oriental Chair, Bro. Mo-

zart composed “Zur Neugekrunten
Hoffuung”, “To the Newly Crowned

wus
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Hope” in 1785,  That same vycar,
music for the opening of the Lodge
of Master Masons and “Die Maurer-
frende”, “The Jov of a Masen,” were
also composed. In 1786 the famous
Masonic funeral march was composed
and played when Count Ezsterhazy and
the Duke of Mecklenburg were buried.
[ is known that he composed his
famous chorale: “Oh, Sacred Band
of Fricndship” in 1772 when he was
cnly six:een years old.  Being a imn-
digy and a traveller in various coun-
trics, it is possible that Mozare had al-
ready heard of the Craft as a band of
friends and composed thematic music
[rom what he heard and not vet ex-
perierced.  Since nearly all of Bro.
Niozart's Nasonic
chorales, it is easy to presume that Ma-
sonic Lodges in his time who made usce
of hic music sang the chorales in their
meetings and even in public for the
delight of cven those not in the Craft.

composilions were

A few words abour “The Magic
Flute”. 1t is an opera which tells of
the great struggle between the High
Pries: and his followers (representing
light and justice) and the Queen of
Night and her followers (representing
darkness and evil). The hero in the
opera is a young man who fell in love
and marvied the daughter of the Quecn
of Night who later becam¢ a {riend of
light, which is 1o signify that in the end
the forces of good miumph over the

forces of evil. It might also be said
that, written at a (ime when Masonry
was persecuted in  his own country,
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Bro. Mozart hoped thar Masonry in
time would be allowed to operate in-
~stead of being persecuted.

A few wards about Masonic com-
poscrs and poets who lived about the
Ludwig van Beetho-
ven, a brother, composed “The Ninth

lnme of Nozart.

Symphony” and included in it a hymn
o Jov, which was basecd on the poem

of Bro. Triedrich von Schiller, “Zyr
Frewde”,  "Ode o joy”, Bro. Joseph
ITaydn  composed many operas and
chorales, though not one of them can
be considered Masonic in theme. Bro.
Franz Listzt, who later became a monk,
composel
though a Catholic
renounced  Masonry.

also music.

Strangely,
priest, he never
Riemann, a German

[Tugo
musicologist, was a Mlason. Lertzing, a
Cermant composer, was also a Mason.
Puccini, the Italian composer, whaose
“lLa Boheme” and  other works are
quitc weil-known in the Philippines,
was a Mason. Jan Sibelius, a TFinn,
and lamous for his “Finlandia”, is a
Mason and for many years was the
Grand Organist of the Grand Lodge of
Finland,

[ would not want to close this
article without menioning that in Lon-
don, there was a Lodge whose mem-
bership was limited only to composers
of music. Were it possible that some
day in the Philippines there will be
formed a1 Ledge composed chicfly of
musicians and/or poets. We hawe
talents in this land and it would be to
our just pride to have such a Lodge.

Tenth District
Convention

The Tenth Masonic Districe com-
prising of the Bicol Lodges under the

administration of VWB Bayani Fon-
tanilla held its tenth annual conven-
tion in Daet, Camarines Norte on
Sept. 9 & 10, 1960 with Camarines
Norte Lodge No. 103 as the host lodge.
The Grand Lodge officers present
were; RWDB Juan S, Alano, Deputy
Grand Master; RWB William H. Qua-
sha, Grand Senior Warden; MWB
Esteban Munarriz, PGM, Grand See-
retary, and others.

The convention was graced with the
attendance of three provincial governors,
all brethren of the Craft — Bro. Apo-

lonio (5. Maleniza of Camarines Sur,
Juan Frivaldo of Sorsogon, and Jorge

Almojuela of Catanduanes. The con-
vention was adjudged the best attended
regional convention and also proved
Fruitful to all those attended.

Among the rtopics discussed werc:
Improvement of Brethren and their At-
tendance; Masonic Charity and Fracer-
nal Relief; Making Masonic Influence
Felt; Unwritten Laws of Freemasonry.
Other speakers of the Convention were:
Govemor Dominador S. Asis of Cama-
rines Norte; Mavor Marcial R. Pimen-
tel of Daet: and Congressman Pcdio A.
Venida of Camarines Norte.
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THE BLEEDING HART
The November, 1959, Columbia, of

ficial K. of C. magazine, contains ano-
ther “protest” by Luke E. Hart, Supreme
knight, apainst the laying of thy car-
nerstane of the East Front of the Na-
tional Capital with Masonic cetemonics
last July.

Mr. Hart's objections are based on
the aged-old misconception that Frec-
masonry is a “distinctly Pratestant bo-
dv", That its mcmbership contains so
many men whose religious affiliations
are with Protestant churches is nat
Frcemasonnv's doing. The Popes of
Rome have created that condition by
prohibiting decile Catholics from join-
ing the Fraternity, which welcomes in-
to its ranks pood men of anv sect or re-
ligion, including Catholics. Freemason-
v is not a religion, nor like the Knights
of Columbus, a fraternal order which
represents or espouses one particular
secl.

As long as Mr. Tlart’s church insists
that other religious sects and denoming-
tions are not entiled to the same status
and privileges  which  that  chuich
claims for itself, (as so painfully de-
monstrated in Spain and other predo-
minantly Cathnlic countries) Ny, Hart's
appeals to the “"Charter of our liberties”
scem rather illogical.  The majority of
the men who wrote these charters were
Freemasons, as was the author of the
impassioned lines which Mr. Hayt quo-
ted in the preamblc of the Resolution of
disapproval which he authored.

— The preceding quotation, Ffrem
The Freemason, Canada’s Natinnal
Masonic Magazine, August-Septem-
ber, 1960, pp. 5 & 6.
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Piclured above is Bro. Nick Marabe.
President of the Trasellers’ Club of San
Calif.. an his recent visil 10 the I’hilip-

pines. He iy shown handing to one aof
the distressed worthy brother in Cavile
a portion of the T1,00000 which the
cluh raised lar the Fire victims in Cavite
City.

A A

COMING DISTRICT
GRAND LODGE CONVENTIQNS

The month of November and De-
cemhbher has in store ar least two Dis-
trict Grand Ladge Conventions slated
[or —

November 30, 1960 — Cavite Dis
trict, at Cavite City, with Bagong Bu.
hay Lodge No. 17 as the host lodge

Dccember 30, 190 — Ninth District
consisting of Rizal Province and Que.
2on City lodges, Quezon City, with
Rafael Palma Lodge No. 147, as host
lodge.

October, 1960



