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I Remember Winnie -
By' Ernesto Rodriguez, Jr. 

A SUGGESTION was made that because I had•been known other. . . , 
~· as Wenceslao Q. Vinzons's No. 1 rival in 'the youth move- When the country was tom in two in 1933-1934 ov.!r 
meat what I would say here might provf' . .interesting. Vinzons the issue of tlie Hai:e-Hawes-Cutthig law, we found ourselves 
was. a man among men. There wa& no ueed for _thit excuse fighting each other. I think the· whole thing &ta1ted eadier. · 
really/ Vinzons. would have been just as great il he had no h seems that during that historic. demonstration he organized 
enemies. It is true he died in the hands of enemies and his to protest· aga;,;st the F~stin rider in the House appropriations 
martydom has become one of the most important highlights fu m~asure, I did n.ot give him the full ·support that he hacl.
the glorious epic of our resistance and .in the labor pains of asked of me. It seems I had a different conception of h~ 
oui- eventual 'redemption. The death of WeJ,lceslao Q. VinzonS the protest. could have been made more effective. As it waer
was in keeping w:ith the promise: it was ·the· death of a rebel that demonstration put him in. the. limelight and from then 
and a h_ero. Indeed with the passing of the year~ his great- on, Vinzons had become .a young man's hero. Well," late 
ness will be more pronounced and his selfless sacrifice for our in 1933, I organized the Real Youth Party and became its 
country and our people will be better appreciated. president. Wenceslao organized the Young Philippines ·aitd· 

I first met Wini:iie, ·as I was later to call him fondly, in became its president. He supported the leadership of Osmena 
the momlllg of July 25, 19.31. 'I remember the date distinct- and. Roxas; I supported the leadership of Quezon.' It was 
ly because it was my birthday and it was the foundation day really an unequal figh~. Quezon won because he was Quezon; 
pf the Ccrllege Editors' Guild of the Philippines. I had called Wenceslao favored admitting old people of kn.own liberal teri
for that. day a meeting of the editors of the University of the dencies into the folds of his· youth organization; I opposed the 
Philipp'mes, tlie University of s~nto Tomas, National Univer·· idea and maintained ··that a youth moveme.D.t to he properly 
sity and the Ateneo de Manila. Winnie' came with Salvador P. a. youth' movement mU:st not have anything to do -with old 
Lopez. Jl:e impressed me as a very modest and genial young people. Not that I had aJl'>' ax to grind against oldsters; I 
man. I was younger than he was, but that did not seem to only believed that the old politicos were chiefly responsible for<!' 
be a barrier to the facility and felicity w:ith whioh he we!- the nation's ills. , · r 
coqied me to his circle of frien,ds. I found in him en enthus- • all this issue, Mr. Vinzons and ~ -went to the people; On -
iasti.c supporter of my manj" ideas on college j~lism and the HHC issue he was wiJ:h the pros, and in the natural 
the youth movement. It was in the CEG where he met Li- course of events I was linked w:ith the antis. W eliceslao 
wayway Gonzales, later to become· his wife. Since J}tat day - was ably supported by enthusiastic yOung men, among tha& 
in 1931· until late in 1941, when I met him for the last time, Arturo Tolentino, Diosdado Macapagal; Mariano Laure!o8, 
through the space of of de~adet.. Wenceslao Q. Vinzons and I 'Ben Brillantes, Donato Joaquin, Vicente Correa, Aurelio M
seldom agreed on anything. For while he agreed w:ith my vero and the-behind-the-scelies cooperation of Jose P. Laurel, 
ideas and sometimes mY convictions, we never agreed on the' Rafael -Pabna and 1¥anuel Roxas. Our youth party, which, 
.proper execution of ~these· ideas. later became the Filipino Youth, had amo!11f otbl't'S the driV~! 

We fought consistently, but I do not remember of any ing force of stalwarts like Teodoro Evangelista,: Lorenzo Su
single inStance when pei:sonalities entered- into our polem:cs. mulong, Felixberto Serrano, Emmanuel Pela.eZ, Macario Z~· 
It was probably because I was nattirally attracted to him and muco, Edmundo (#a, Sofronio Quimson and Fred Ruiz Cas-
he Was fond of me personally. It was not unusual therefore, tro. . - ,{ 
that after very exchange of sirong words on the platform, In the 1935 elections for the presidency Of the Commo11;; 
on the radio, or in the press, we would break brelld together wealth, Wenceslao supported General Aguinaldo and I sup~'
in some downtown restaurant or at his room at the YMCA. ported Manuel Quezon. It was no fight ag8in. But it· must 
We would fight often and hard and passionately for what we be said to the eternal credit of Vinzons, that he made Agtii
thought .was right and still remain friends, bosom friends. naldo win in his home pro$ce, Cama~es· Norte. Htire 

·He. was obsessed, as I '\_'Vas, about organizing the youth was a clear instance of the strength of Vinzons as a politfual 
as a militant group to fight for reforms in the government. leader. -
During the first days, nay.the first years, we dedica.ted our ef- Wenceslao Q. Vinzons had also been elected a delegate 
forts to the unification of the students. When we fleeted our to the Constitutional Convention; as a matter of fact he was 
first set of officers in the College Editors' Guild, I, .who as the youngest delegate elected to draft the charter of our com: 
founder· should have had the fo:st crack at the presidency, w:ith- monwealth and our republic. Much later he was electc~ 
drew and asked for the honor of nominating him to the pre- provincial gove:inor and then congressman from Camarines 
s.idency of the College Editors' Guild. He won naturally and Norte. In all these elections he had wrecked the political· 
he was grateful for my support. To this day I am keepjng a machine of old guard politicians in. his province, by' his sh~':' 
l~tter he had sent me thr.nking- me for my gesture of with- eloquence and ullusual gifts of -leadership. ~ _-_-. 

,drawing in his favor. As editor of the Philippine Collegian, he They say Wenceslao Q. Vinzons was a suckel: for. loo\ 
fought ,.,1ways for the things he believed in and' was resentful causes. In life he always supported causes that could Dl!I .._ 
of any attempt to muzzle ~im. or influence him one way or the have won at the time he fought for them. Here was his most 
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tHE- BELL REPORT - AN. ANALYSIS 
By Jose B,' Fernandez, Jr. 

The Philippine Bank of Commerce . . 
~ HJ1: 24.man Bell Mission, _after more_ than a month's stay . made the. base. In other words, on the basis of approximate· 
·~ in Manila, has ·made a searching analysis of the economic ly · $300,000,000 ·earned last year on account of the exports 
as .. well as the soda! problems confronting the young Re- of goods and services, -the $?0,000,000 aid. represents an an
public and has recommended a 7-point program. The .first nual ii;icrease in dollar availability of ·16 percent to the eco-

'.six: recommendiitjons repr,esent the l\1ission's idea of tile Self· nomy. 1 , -

help measures which the Philippines can and should at this Although the figure then does not appear. as large as 
~e undertalte: The seventh recommendation indicate!i an ECA aid ha~ pfoportionatel:v for certain European coUntrles, 
~t.ial ,figure of $250,000,000 .which the Mission believes, it asswnes much more significance when related to the amount 

should be Aml!rica's material contribution to the overall pro- of capital goods importations both in 1949 ~nd in 1950. During 
. gram. this period, bnportation of cApital goods h.ad been proceed· 
. That the Mission explicitly conditions the aid on steps .. ing at .approx;matelv a $50.000.0QO per year rate. Should 
<ibein~-taken to achieve interiial reform and the necessary the contemplated aid ·of. $50,000,000 per y-ear be earmarked 
sacrifice involved in a program of self-help, is not particularly purel\r for caVital ~oods importation, it will be seen that . a . 
i~p.ortant. The implementatfon of worthwhile reforms shol.1ld doub):ing o~ impOrted capital goods investments ~an be .expect
be carried o~t, .the withholding of' Amelican aid regardless. e~. In terms of aggregate domestic investment-however, the 
The willingness to correct ftindamental maladjuSbnents must si7e of the propo~ed aid is much less significant. In the ·post
not be bartered for dollars and an artificial balancing of war period, this has been ·estimated rOJ!ghly by the Bell Mis
dollar a.id against reform Seems irrelevant. Where, hpwever, si"oner~ at one billion pesos per year. It will be seen .that the 

1 

certain recommendations would 8.ppear to either involve the ~ontemplated aid ~ill represent a 10 percent increase i:r;:t ag
transfe.r of sovereign rights or the grant of commercial privi- gregate investment. It must be remembered of course, that as 

}-·leges hitherto found unacceptable, then if we must be 'realis- has been pOinted out in the Report, much of tlJ.e postwar invest
~tic, an appraisal of th4 aid initially recommended must be ~ents found its way into real estate, ·,increased inventories 
· made and placed· in the proper perspective. . an~ otller forms of trading capital, with only a min_imum 

The proposed aid in loan~ and grants 'is $250.000,000 over p_ortion having been chann~led into productive activity. 
a five-year period, or in the neighborhood of $50,000,000 per . It is "ell to keep• these magnitudes in mind to have e 
.year. This represents approxim8tely a percent of the total realistic .attitude- lJn wl;i~t the aid per so can or cannot accom-
,na!ional dollar income in 1949 of $621.000,000. It must be plish. . . 

'remembered however~ that of this dollar income, approximate- It is evident immediately that permanent ·.solutions to 
ly $320,000,000 represents U.S.· GoVl>mmental transfers and some of the more fundamental age-old problems cited by the 
expenditures which.would magnify the $50,000,000 yearly aid Report ,namely, a more equit.able distribution of land, higher 
~~~ a larger percentage if only ·earned ·dollar inconie were productivity for agricultural workers, lack of ~killed techni-

. - . . . . ' cians, etc., will f!Dt be solved ovemi_ght, neither With $50,000,-
admirable character: t!'•t ~ could !ight even if ·he knew 000 aid per year, nor with $150,000,000. The recommenda· 
all t:J;i~ odds were agamst ·him. I did not realiU: thell: th~ tio11s for the gradual solutlon ~f those problems were ne~ 

~'handicaps he had to s~unt. _After the ocCupat1on, I ':as Cesserily of a long range nature .. A mc;>re direct_ approach 
fto taste from the same bitter cup that he had drank dunng was mS:de however, to the problems that were more· or less 
_/'ijte pre-war years. I like to remember ~enc~slao Q. V~n- of a pOst~e.r nature, namely, the balance of paymellts p"ro-

zons as the _young man wh9 always kept faith with the youth. blems, the embarrassing financial position of the national gov. 
He.was _one who would easily and enthusiastically pick up ermnent', and th~. deterioration of peace clnd order; The 
a. fig~~ whenever h? knew that there was something worth attack on the first two problems especially was direct .It 
fighting for. He did not care what the rest of the world was believed that much of the pressure on the balance of 
thbUght. about his ideas. And_ a great many did idolize him. payments was due to the maintenance of money inco~s 
He. probably. thought that the only causes worth fighting for thrOugh goVernmental deficit spending, so in no uncertain 
are lost causes. As an. opposition~st, I know how it feels to terms, the correctii;m of the ·budget became the Mission's 
fight .. We!lceslao Q. Yinzons was the idol of the youth: sine qua riOn for.recovery. It is abundantly clear, however, 
he was courag~ous, because he was young; he' was~ uncom- that the Missiuh did not believe that the level of public spend
proming because he w~s young; he was ambitious· because ing was excessively high, for .on the contrary, it recommends 
he w8s y01U1g. He died young, because he was to remajn various. increase to governmental spending indicated by its 
~_-.Iways the model for the voung. ·But he would have al.ways advocacy of increased agijcultural services and health meas
ni;nained young; because be W(!-S ~f the Stuff that patriots.' and ures, as well as an increase. in the salaries of those" in gov
; .heroes are made of. It is a tragedy that·.we do not have a ernment employ. ·The balancing of the budget was .to be 
· Vinzons now - in the face of the current situation. Some- achieved by an increase in revenue. and to this . end, the 

times I wonder if. Vinzon• had not ilied in vain. ' lengthiest of the teclmical memoranda accompanying the re, 


