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Provinces’ Relative Income Tax Standings

The accompanying table of income taxes for 1932 shows
more than 3{ of income taxes in the islands to be assessed in
Manila. The total assessment for the 49 provinces and for
Manila comes to F4,255,491.08, and only 5 provinces besides
Manila® are assessed more than 1% of the tax. These 5
provinces, Occidental Negros, Pampanga, Iloilo, Cebu and
Laguna all domicile sugar industries and sugar mills. In
Occidental Negros where the sugar industry is the most im-
portant branch of farming and manufacturing by long odds,
the tax on corporations, which will be the milling corporations
chiefly, exceeds that on individuals by P60,000.

The minimum tax is 3% of the taxable income. Occidental
Negros has a gross income of about £50,000,000 a year from
sugar; that is, it has more than 600,000 metric tons of sugar
a year. This works out

is also above Rizal, a thriving province heavily populated,
at the doors of Manila. A special reason here is that people
declare their income taxes where it is most convenient to do
so, and many residents of Rizal may declare in Manila; and
while this also affects provinces as far away as Tarlac, it
hardly accounts in itself for Tarlac paying less income tax
than Davaoc or Zamboanga.

Seeing Mountain Province below Batangas, it is realized
that incomes made in mining in Mountain Province are declar-
ed in Manila. Many apparent anomalies in the list fail of
obvious explanation. Abra is taxed only P2.60, even Batanes
pays a little more than this, 8.25. Some leading men in
public life hail from Abra. The rice industry yields little
income tax, not P9,000 each from Pangasinan, Bulakan, and
Nueva Ecija. Hard hit
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