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PRIL 1—Malacafi that E; ive Order No. 384,
issued December 21, 1950, goes into effect today, having been
suspended for the first quarter of 1951 by Executive Order No.

388. By virtue of the order the licensing for the importation of 26 items
listed as urgently needed by the country is transferred from the Im-
port Control Office to the Price Stabilization Corporation, among them
rice, milk, canned fish, beef, coffee beans, tires, fuel and lubricant,
cotton textiles, medicines, shoe-leather, belting, certain machinery,
truck and tractor spare parts, jute bags, fertilizers, seeds, commercial
ghle. paper bags for cement and desiccated coconut, wire for nail fac-
tories, building materials, ete.

The Cabinet resolves to await action by the United States Con-
gress on the recommendation of the State Department authorizing
the U. S. Maritime Commission to extend the tharters of ships now
used by certain Philippine shipping ies in the inter-island ser-
vice. The Flhplno Shlpow-ners Assoclatlon opposes the extension,
while the not the same) urges it.

April 3—President Elpidio Quirino administers oaths of office to
Alfredo Montelibano as Chairman of the Import Control Board and
to Alfonso Calalang and Francisco Ortigas, Jr. as members. He also
administers an oath to Aurelio Periquet as a member of the Board of
Regents of the University of the Philippines and as member of the
Board of Directors of PRISCO. Import Control Commissioner Faus-
tino Sy-Changco will return to his former post as Deputy Budget
Commissioner.

The Cabinet decides to malke the i

for the completion of the Pines Hotel in Baguio. It creates two inter-
departmental committees, one to screen applications for permits to
export strategic materials, and the other, headed by Director of Fisheries
Deogracias Valladolid, to study a plan of the President to convert the
800-square-mile Candaba swamp in Pampanga, now a hide-out for
Huks, into fish-ponds.

April 4—The President orders the preservation of the buildings
of the refugee camp at Guivan, Samar, set up by the International
Refugee Organization of the United Nations, for possible use as a poli-
tical prisoners’ detention camp. The camp was opened in January,
1949, and the last of over 6,000 refugees, most of them White Russians
from China, are scheduled to leave the country shortly; the refugees
have been settled in Australia, the United States, South America, and
Europe.

The President issues Executive Order No. 428 allowing the addition
of the 1% Manila municipal tax to the ceiling prices fixed in previously
issued executive orders.

—In an effort to halt the rising trend in prices of prime
commodities, the President authorizes PRISCO to import without

.quota allocation and in such quantities as may be necessary, six es-

sential commodities,—rice, flour, milk, canned fish, canned meat, and
coffee beans.

April 6—The President signs the Minimum Wage Bill,
becornes Repubhc Act No. 602 The main provisions are:

ial workere on the effective date of the Act
d its environs.

which

A d orkers in the provinces on the effective
dute rowided whe he Ack snall mor lppl  to any retail or service emterprite that
reguigtly employs not morc than § ¢

dnlly wl? e of P1.75 for ‘:ncult\lul worl(ers everywhere on the effective
date of the Act and fou

r one year thereafter, and no -llmmue for board and lodging
age below $1.50 in cash during that y
fter the effects lve d ate of this Act, Pl n dly and no nllownnce

to
‘Wheat Council for an increase of the Phnhppme flour quota from 6,222,-
261 bags to 8,400,000 bags. It also decides to make available 748,150

reduce this wage below P1.75 in c-sh. and one
no nllo e for bonxd and lod; shall reduce lius

$2.50 a
wnle helw #2.50
‘ 1955 These rates of wqe shall apply to government workers effective on July

Ambassador Cowen says Philippines has Complete

174 UARANTEES and assurances that the United States will defend
the Philippines from aggression from any source, are already
provided to an extent unequalled in its relations with any other

nation in the world,” was the statement of bassador Myron M.

Cowen to a group of editors and publishers gathered at the American

Embassy this morning.

Representatives of leading Manila newspapers met with the

Ambassador today at his invitation, to discuss  leading issues in Philip-

relations. Cowen is to leave for Washing-
ton on Saturday of this week to confer with State Department and
other high government officials in the United States. He asked the
assembled newsmen to tell him of the current problems now being
discussed by the press and public with reference to relations with the

United States, so that he might bring them to the attention of appro-

priate officials in the United States G while f with

Assurance against Aggression

t0 an agreement with the Government of the Philippines, and the whole
world knows that the United States recognizes that an armed attack
on the Philippines would be looked upon by the United States as dan-
gerous to its own peace and safety, and that it would act accordingly.”
The following day Secretary of State Acheson, in a speech before the
‘Women's Nationa! Press Club in Washington, said, ** As for the Philip-
pines, no one can be under the shghtest misapprehension about our
concern for the security of that nation. Emmng arrangements reguter
our partnership and the practical means for giving effect to it. But
apart from formal arrangements, the United States would not tolerate
any aggression against the Philippines from any quarter. history,
our rnutual esteem, and our practical interests powerfully reinforce
our agreements.”

The Ambassador said that the naval installations at Cavite were

them in Wlshlngton.

In reviewing the policy of the United States in regard to the security
of the Pacific area, Ambassador Cowen explained that a treaty guar-
anteeing the against had been in
effect since 1946, and that statements had been made by various high
and responsible officials of the United States Government from time
to time r these He called ion to a speech
made by Secretary of State Acheson more than a year sgo in
which the Secretary said, ‘‘the defensive perimeter runs from
the Ryukus to the Phnhppme lslands. Our reianons, our defensive
relations with the tween
us. Those agreements are bemg loyally ca.rned out and will be
loyally carried out. Both peoples have learned by bitter experience
the vital connections between our mutual defense requirements. We
are in no doubt about that, and it is hardly necessary for me to say
that an attack on the Phlhppmes could not and would not be

-4 to most Filipinos, and that the Air Force activities at Clark
Field were still another proof that the agreements as to defense of the
were being i d as agreed between the two Govern-
ments. In addition, the Ambassador called attention to the powerful
Seventh Fleet and the Air Force operations in Japan, Okinawa, and
other places in the so-called defense perimeter, pointing out that no
power in the world was at present equipped to mount a large invasion
force on the shores of the Philippines in the face of such opposition as
could be mustered in case of need.

According to Ambassador Cowen, the occasion for President Tru-
man's statement last week on the security of the Pacific was to an-
nounce negotiations between Australia, New Zealand, and the United
States whereby “no one of the three would be indifferent to an armed
attack upon the other in the Pacific.” The Ambassador said that it
‘was not necessary to include the Philippines in these negotiations, for
there already exist between the Umted States and the Philippines

by the United States.”
Ambassador Cowen then pointed out that on February 10, 1951,
Dean Rusk, Mslstant Secretary of State, made a public address in

formal and other far stronger than any con-
templated at present in the Australia-New Zealand talks. In fact,
according to Ambassador Cowen, the Australia-New Zealand
arrangement only provndes for common action in accordance with

which he stated, “we cannot leave our friends in the
under the impression that we do not take our commitments aenouﬂy
and that we might lack courage in the face of adversity.” The Ambas-
sador also called attention to the statement made by President Truman
last week in which it was stated, “’In the Philippines the United States
is accorded certain military operating rights and facilities pursuant

to strengthen
security, and anythmg accomphshed along these lines will only scrve
to bring the relationships between these two Governments and the
United States somewhat nearer the relationship already existing between
the Philippines and the United States.

—United States Information Service, Manila, April 26
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