EDITORIAL

COOPERATION

The willingness shown by the Philip-
pine government to cooperate with the
mining industry by the postponement
of consideration of tax legislation un-
til there has been time for careful study
is a source of gratification. This spirit
indicates that the administration re-
cognizes the intricacies and hazards of
mining and is willing to work with the
mining operators in effecting the prop-
er development of the mineral resources
of the Commonwealth.

The government should continue in
the same spirit by clearing up the long-
standing legal arguments as to the
rights of claim owners, by granting to
the mining companies the rights to
which they are clearly entitled by the
mining laws in effect in the Philippines
during ‘American cccupation and by the
spirit and letter of the Constitution of
the Commonwealth.

At one time there were nearly 110,000
mining claims recorded in the Islands,
which presumably covered around one-
twentieth of the entire area of the Phil-
ippines; of these, however, only 149
were patented up to November, 1935.
During the past 18 months, however,
several hundred so-called mining com-
panies have fallen by the wayside, and
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their claims have reverted to public
domain because of abandonment or neg-
lect of assessment work.

Hundreds of claims were staked in
the Baguio district over areas which had
previously been explored and abandoned
by legitimate companies, claims were
located in the Paracale district on
top of one another, many of them in
areas where there never was and never
will be the slightest trace of mineraliza-
tion. Recent testimony in a claim dis-
pute case in Surigao showed that a group
of claims were recorded covering an
area which, according to the measure-
ments of the locators, is several kilo-
meters out at sea. All such claims were
obviously worthless, and those who in-
vested in them have since learned so to
their sorrow.

At -.resent around 30 gold properties
are in production in the Islands, with
around half a dozen more nearing that
stage. The area worked by these com-
panies consists of around 1,500 claims,
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representing some 15,000 hectares. In
most cases the property being worked
was never greatly productive agricul-
turally, and therefore of no great use
to anyone. On the contrary, the min-
ing companies have entered barren and
mountainous regions, with a poverty-
stricken population, have created em-
ployment for thousands, and have,
through heavy expenditures for pay-
rolls and supplies, brought prosperity
in the form of high living standards,
excellent health conditions, and con-
tentment to the workers.

The mining industry of the Philip-
pines is on a sound basis, and is becom-
ing more and more important in the
economic set-up of the Commonwealth.
Now is the time for the courts to clear
up the long-standing dispute over the
rights of legitimate locators, and add to
the confidence in the administration
which the postpenement of tax legisla-
tion created.
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