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Legend of

ke Golden
I Ethiopia, by Post
Wheeler, United States
Minister to Albania. You
must remember this distin-

guished author of delightful
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volumes of folk tales; in this
new book of his the great
legend of the African Empire
is beautifully told. Here is
the story of Solomon and the
Queen of Sheba—as the
Ethiopians tell it. It is
delightful, if fanciful, read-
ing, and will help pass the
holidays in worthwhile plea-
sure.

It seems that in King Solo-
mon'’s time the ruler of Ethio-
pia was a woman, chosen from
the royal house. Her name
was Maqueda - (Queen Sheba
to you and me), and she was
extremely beautiful. Accord-
ing to the story, she heard
of the great King of Judah

and of his religion and great

temple, and decided to visit
him. The resulting visit, with
the love that sprang up be-
tween the King and Queen,
and the son which was born
to them, is the book’s fas-
cinating theme.
*  x

Elliot Paul loved the Span-
ish people, and the inhabitants
in the little country-town of
Santa Eulalia. Therefore he
wrote with feeling his Lije
and Death of Sante Eulalie.
He said, “I believe it will in-
terest my readers to know
how fascist conquest and com-
munist and anarchist invasion
affect a peaceful town. By
town I mean its people. 1
knew them all, their means
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and aspirations, their ways of
life and thought, their ties of
blood, their friendships. I
loved them and their animals
and the shadows of the trees
that fell upon their houses.
They divided their lost pesetas
and red wine and beans and
gay spirit with me. I got
away from their island, and
they did not. This book is a
debt I owe them.”

The first part of the book
dealt with happy, beautiful
Santa Eulalia, where the
women worked, healthy and
joyous, in the fields with their
men, loving the fragrance of
alfalfa a nd understanding
their wheat and their corn
and their melons. Market-day
was described in all its pic-
turesque details, fishing-days
and the care-free fishermen
were painted with all the en-
thusiastic glow that only af-
fection for a place and its peo-
ple can incite: The characters
of the story are also well cho-
sen as to color and realistic
touches. The church of Santa
Eulalia, Sunday mornings.
the congregations, were very
picturesquely depicted. “The
costumes of the women, al-
ways with a touch of gold.
showed spots and flashes of
red, blue, purple and orange
which stirred to holiday vibra-
tions the vivid greens of the
trees, the buff of the wheat
and the blue of the sky and
sea.” The setting was set for
tragedy.

Communism, insidious, poi-
conous, crept into this little
town. Elliot Paul says:
“Ghosts and live men, for a
moment take your places in
the town as once it was....
Parents, husbands, wives and
children, what figure would
you have considered as an of-
fer to your island, the land
that was yours and your fa-
thers’, the sea and sky and
air?” And in the end: “As
I stood alone in that frightful
hall, T sadly thought that in
Santa Eulalia now there was
not a house that did not have
its emptiness and death or
slaughter and desolation in
prospect.” Eilliot Paul has
written a beautiful book.

* k%

The older generation says

that we are living in a shame-
(Continued on page 37)
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less age; they decry the frank-
ness of today’s youth, the lack
of modesty of modern young
people. We have this to say,
however, against present-day
shamelessness—its utter hon-
esty. W. Somerset Manghan’s
Theatre breathes that honesty
in every brazen line of it. The
author has tried, as he said
he would, “to worm myself
into a woman’s soul and see
life through her eyes.” He
succeeded almost perfectly—-
the almost is simply an after-
thought to combat any pos-
sible contradictions. The an-
alysis of Julia Gosselyn’s char-
‘acter, her genuine kindliness
showing ever so faintly in
every act of hers, be it a ca-
pricious whim, or an act of
infidelity to her self-satisfied
husband, is remarkably realis-
tic and sympathetic. We fol-
low her life, her falling pas-
sionately in love with her hus-
band, and suddenly out of
love; her glamorous carrer as
ah actress, her hopelessly car-
nal love for a boy twenty-five
years younger than she, and
the near-tragedy that the ha-
voc almost wrought in her
life, her indifferent mother-
hood, the vague questionings
in her mind regarding the
whys and the wherefores of
her existence. Maugham
makes up for the smutly pas-
sages in his book—of which
there are many—Dby exquisite
descriptions which leave the
reader breathless, and makes
his work literature. He has a
wonderful knack for depicting
emotions to their finest, most
meticulous detail, so that one
vibrates in delicate, almost
painful sympathy with feel-
ings of his personages. In
parts recalling Lily Mars
whose acting was as blended
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with her living that she did
not divorce one from the
other, Julia Gosselyn is the
more vibrant, more powerful,
more intense character of the
two. At the close of the book,
Julia was also close to the so-
lution of life. She says: *‘All
the world’s a stage, and all the
men and women merely play-
ers.’” But there’s the illusion,
through that archway, it's we,
the actors who are the real-
ity.... We are the meaning
of people’s lives. We take their
silly little emotions and turn
them into art, out of them we
create beauty, and their sig-
nificance is that they form the
audience we must have to ful-
fill ourselves.... We are the
symbols of all this confused,
aimless struggling that they
call life, and it’s only miake-
believe. That make-believe iz
the only reality.” Viewed in
that Platonic light, this illu-
sion which is life, might be
easier to sustain.
* *  *

A psychological novel is
very often easy reading. And,
we imagine, not easy writing
either. Dangerous Corner, by
Ruth Holden (who adopted
her story from a play by
Joseph Preiestly). is a psycho-
logical novel. Tense with feel.
ing from beginning to end the
book asks the reader through-
out its whole length—must
truth really be told all the
time? Or is it better to let
“lying dogs lie” as the saying
goes? The story is woven
around a rather charming
group of young people who,
seemingly led by an outside
force stronger than them-
selves, start telling the truth
about themselves, and about
one another. Ugly facts are
unearthed, which end in the
suicide of one of them, and
the complete disruption of the
group. Then, an epilogue—
supposing the truth hadn't
been let out? And an imagin-
ary situation is brought up in
which the charming company
goes on in their apparent
friendship, playing with one
another, working with one
another — in really sincere
harmony. Truth broke their
illusions, their ideals, shatter-
ed their beliefs. Is truth,
thevefore, worthwhile? It is
an extremely teasing question.

—Pia Mancia
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Children 1ove Campbell's Vegetable Soup for its rich,

HOW TO PROVIDE
CHILDREN WITH
ALL THE GOOD
VEGETABLES THEY
SHOULD EAT FOR
HEALTH

{ull-bodied flavour. Mothers welcome it especially for its
15 healthful vegetables that are so filling and energy-

producing.

Campbell's Vegetable Soup is
in fact so rich in vegetables that
it is almost a meal in itself, All
its health- giving goodness of
garden vegetables 1s retained to
nourish and strngthen young and
ald. And the soup is brought to
the peak of superb flavour by a
rich, stimulating b.ef broth.

You'll ind Campbe I's Vege-
table Soup a satisfying and com-
plete food. So economical to buy
and no trouble at all to serve.
Try a tin today.

TWICE AS RICH AS HOME-MADE

Read “Directions

Campbell's Soup is made twice as
rich as you would make soup at
home. It is necessary, therefore,
to add an equal amount of water
before serving, Thus each tin of
Campbell’s
on your shelf
means doxble
the quantity
of soup on
your table,

Vegetable Soup

WORLD'S LARGEST SELLING SOUPS o 21 KINDS: ASPARAGUS @ BEAN ® BEEF &
BOUILLON ® CELERY ¢ CHICKEN WITH RICE ® CLAM CHOWDER © CONSOMME ® SCOTCH BROTH
& MOCK TURTLE ® MULLIGATAWNY @ MUTTON ® NOODLE WITH CHICKEN @ OXTAIL ® PEA
PEPPER POT @ PRINTANIER ¢ TOMATO @ VEGETABLE ® VEGETABLE.BEEF @ CREAM OF MUSHROOM

Campbell's Pork and Beans
an unusual food value

Buy from your Dealer




