THE LEADERSHIP OF RIZAL

Fellow Filipino Citizens:
Para ing a memorable
statement of the eslebrated
philosopher George Santaya-
na, a people that forgets its
past is condemned to repeat
it. It is this wuth that
should urge us to observe
with regularity the anniver-
sary day of the death of
Dr. Jose Rizal, the greatest
Filipino that adorns the
pages of our history. For
the life, the work, and the
ideas of Dr. Rizal bring to
our memory the initial
awakening of our people to
become conscious of an ur
gent need for national iden-
tity, that stirred our pride
for national self-respect, and
that aroused our sense for
freedom and independence.
People in our country and
outside began to be really
aware of the social, political,
and abuses and
shortcomings of the Spanish
domination of the Philip.
pines only after Jose Riznl

had exposed in his novels
and other writings the into.
lerable conditions which our
nation had been made w0
suffer in hopeless silence and
in seemingly endless agony.
It was mainly because of
the perceptive mind of Dr.
Rizal that the events of 1872,
which marked the martyrdom
of Burgos, Gomez, and Za-
mora, gave rise o the reso
lution of some Filipinos to
begin the work of putting
an end to the vicious, the
pernicious, and the tyran-
nical polices and
of a dent European po-
wer.

The intolerable conditions
prevailing in the Philippines
under that e were
baldly and ically des-
cribol in (hemoh' Mcy Tan-

¢, the first novel of Dr,

i2al. The strong measures
of griticism and disapproval
of those conditions were subt-

ly suggested with bitter sar.
casm and caustic comment
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in his second famous novel
ET Filibusterismo. The Spa-
nish government and the re-
ligious authorities in our
couniry were 2uk& o place
a complete and absclute ban
ﬁnimt their entry into these
nds. These restrictive
official orders only enhanced
their popularity increasing
the ness of the Filipi-
nos to read them in spite
of the threat of severe pu.
nishment on all readers.

These novels together with
his essays and letters to va-
n'om ns in this coun-

and in Europe directly
F.tonded many of the active

nos with motivatng
u!ex that became the basic
source and inspiration for
some petition for redress of
grievances, which when ig-
nored rose to violent action.
It may htly and reason-
ably dahnzi that without
the works of Rizal, it would
have been impossible for the
Philippine ution to
break out under the impe-
tuwous Andres Bonifacio and
the impatient Emilio Agui.
naldo first against Spain and
then against the United
States. It would have not
been possible for Mabini to
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te in that Revolu-
tion under the banner of
Agulnaldo and to issue his
manifestos and decalogues
for popular consumption.

In truth we cannot deny
that without the work of
Dr. Rizal ex not on-
ly in words but also in deeds
and sagufices, the plan of a
revolution could not have
been considered much less
hatched.  Unlortunately,
events proved that it was
lmdty carried out uxaimt

prudent, wise, .
ﬂned advice and statesman-
like counsel of Dr, Rizl;
and as a uence, the
revolution eventually ended
25 an aborted enterprise.

Thuwzul was a man :y!
t s a ed
fnf.rn.p.m aodmgnem
[riends and enemies. But
unlike many men with bril-
liant ideas but without the
courage and manhood to face
dangers they may occasion,
he was ready to stand of his
announced principles even to
the extent of being shot and
murdered in cool blood by
those who could not or
would not face the naked
truth,



We Filipinos  of
should continue with un
ceasing ardor to refresh our
memory of the deeds, the
principles, and the teachings
of Dr. Rizal under the con-
ditions that existed in our
country which were drama.
tically depicted in his writ-
ings. We cnnot giford o
forget them lest ‘ey will
to plague our
country again with their
evils, The sense of pride
and selfrespect could con-
demn s as ingrates unworth
of the sacrifice Rizal sul-
fered for the pu of
realizing individual liberty
and national independence.

In his work on the Indo-
lence of the Filipinos Rizal
describes the general practice
of bribery and exploitation
carried out thru gtficial abuse
and red tape victimizing
mercilessly the people who
have to deal with -
ment officials whose services
are solicited for needed or
required governmental and
administrative action. He
declared that a government
is established not for the be-
nefit of officials but for the
good and protection of the
people. This is a basic prin-

re-appear

today

ciple of democracy. A

"P ition sbouldsol:
sought alfter not through a
hypocrital and false gesture
for public service when in
reality what the applicant
is alter is to enjoy the emo-
luments and uisites at

tached to the , or to
make use of its power and
functions to enrich the offi-

cial direcdy or indirectly as
it has been happening in
many cases in our own time.
To him and to all persons
of his persuasion, the govern-
ment that tolerates official
conduct and practice design-
ed for liation and mo.
ney-making should be des-
troyed peacefully if possible,
but, if not possible, violently
and firmly thru revolutiona.
ry meth Such an orga-
nization is not a government
for the but a govern-
ment for office holders and
bureaucrats. It s a mill
stone that hangs around the
neck of the nation and hin.
ders its progress.

In the art of government,
the interest of its officials
should not be taken into
account. It i only the in
terest of the that
has to be upheld at all cost.
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Rizal criticized the imter-
vention of church authorities
in gavernment activities, He
was particularly uninhibited
in his condemnation of the
friars who had a2 decisive
influence over the local gov.
ernment  administration and
over the decisions of the cen-
tral government over ques
tions that were purely se-
cular in nature. Controver-
sies between Filipinos and re-
ligious orders affecting pro-
perty rights, civil matters,
and personal affairs had to
be ultimately decided
church authorities directly or
indirectly. The Philippine
rolitial system was in ef.
ect a form of theocracy.
The civil authority was sub-
stantially subordinated to
the ecclesiastical power. The
abuses committed by the ava-
ricious Spanish priests were
left uncorrected no matter
how injurious they were ob.
viously perpetrated and how
unjust, even inhuman, they
were in their nature and
results. Driven out of their
landholdings, Filipinos were
allowed to suffer when their
authors were the friars or
the tools and agents of these

privileged persons. The vic-
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tims were helpless. The fa-
ther of Rizal himself was
deprived of the land and
its products by order of these
men. His mother was per-
secuted and thrown in jail
His brother-inlaw was so
hated that when he died, his
body wes denied interment
in the ordinary burial
rounds and so had to be

ted in what we know to
be the potter’s field, the bu-
rial ground of criminals and
suicide victims,

These ideas of Rizal cri-
tical of the practices pre
vailing in this country sup-

d his conviction in the
alxsolmcE n?h«u'ly of the pn;
e o e
gﬂu‘dt and st:?:nmn

The axiom oftentimes re.
peated in free and democra-
tic societies that cor-
rupts and absolute
corrupts absolutely is pretty
well exemflied in the re
cord and in the position of
the Spanish clergy in the
Philippines during Rizal's
time and for hundreds of
years of Spain's rule in the
Philippines,  Arbitrary po-
wer tends to abuse and cor-

ruption.  Spiritual beliefs
and religious rituals taught
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and used to promote fana-
ticism when a to ui::;:le-
sale ignorance and pietism
roduced su itious -
fm; and m uktnpr:cd-
vantage of by those enjoying
political {)eom they reduced
the people under these cir
cumstances 10 a comdition of
physical, moral, political, and
spiritual bondage. I in
their midst there should ap-
pear a few men and women
who advocated the spirit of
freedom and the value of
education, these men and
women were branded as fili
busteros and public enemies
who should be hunted down
as traitors to be imprisoned
and executed.

May all of us on this me-
morable occasion pledge our.
selves to 3 faithful adherence
to these ideas and teachings
of the ‘S'amt Filipino as
the guiding light of our
march towards national iden-
tity and fulfillment.

RIZAL'S IDEAS

I. As a2 man, as a human
bei Rizal was an indivi
dualist. More than jmt a
believer, more than just a
nominal follower, he acted
and lived in accordance with

his own personal convictions
based u n&uu he hin_nel:

rceived and upon princ
B and ideas supported :z
is knowledge of sience 2
history.

2. He was lguidodd bynd his
own personal understandi
o(whatmr'bt.wp(:?.
or true, or rational. Con-
sequently, he avoided dogma-
tic practices which he con-
sidered the normal
maiden of orthodoxy in re
ligion, the handy tool of par-
ty politics, the basic cause
of social separatism, and the
usual stimulant of arrogant
racism.

S. All these phases of Ri-
z2al's character made him less
of an orthodox Catholic and
more of a free Protestant in
his religious views and life
and yet he was not wholly

o embrace Protes
tantism in spite of the fact
that by becoming a Protestant
he would have n able to
marr the accomplished
daus;z of a prominent
gen n in London but by
his unwillingness to become
a Protestant as she was,
Taking [nto account his li.
beral fideas on individual
freedom and religion, Rizal
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placed himself side by side
with a Uniwrian, had he
been in contact with Unita.
rian friends or thelr views.
This would have happened
had his travels in Europe
taken him to some commu-
nities in Transylvania or had
he been a student of the
works of Ralph Waldo Emer.
son and of such other Bos
tonians as John Adams and

John Quincy Adams and
other Amenican Olympians,
Oliver Wendell Holmes,
Thomas Jefferson, John Mar.
shall such famous his
torians as Bancroft, Parkman,
Mode’. and Prescott; or with
scientists at that wdn u
Charles Darwin,

Priestley, — VGS dclwtrcd
cver the Silliman Station on
April 30, 1968)

LAWS
If you laid all our laws end to end, there

would be no end,

It is impossible to tell where the law stops

and justice begins.

- Arthur Baer



