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Note: The last three lines are taken from a poem.

AN UNEXPECTED
(Continued from page 367)

Joe slept well that night. His
‘mother awakened him in the morn-

ing. “Joe! Joe! Wake up!” she
exclaimed. “Here is something fo:
you.”

Joe jumped up from his bed and
ran to where his mother was stand-
ing. She had a big package in her
arms.

“What
shouted.

“Something for you, Joe,” she
said as she placed the big packag:
on the floor. ““A messenger brought
it in a few minutes ago. He said

is that, mother?”’ he

it is from the gentleman whom you
met last night.”

There was a note inserted. Jo*
opened it. It ran:

Dear Joe:

1 ’m sorry you could not attend
the party but what you did wh:h
prevented you from being with th-
other children is great. I wish |
were in your place. Then I wou'd
feel great—greater than what I am
now. ’

Recetve this little gift and may
vou have a happy Christmas. Som*
day you will know me.

Your Old Friend.

Joe opened the package. Every-

thing he needed for Christmas was
inside. There was a pair of white
pants, a silk shirt, an undershirt.
a silk hat, a pair of shoes, and toye.
There were also a big silk kerchiel
for mamma and a pair of slippers
for papa. At the bottom of the
package was an envelope. On it
the following was written: “FOR
HOME NEEDS.” Inside the en-
velope was a ten-peso bill.

Joe knelt down and raising his
eyes to Heaven, said: “Lord, bless
the gentleman whose heart is so
good and kind."”

Joe had a happy Christmas and
he deserved it for he was a good |,
boy and a thoughtful son.



