<> HEART TO HEART

Advice to the lovelora by Lily Mariens

Dear Migs Marlene,

I am in love with a girl whoe is just oul of the convent due to slight
nasal defect. We are both relinious and of marriageable age (malured
age). We belong to the same religious sociely. 1 love her very much
and I intend to marry her any time ae I am financially able, I think
that we will live together veory happily. She answered me however
that it 1@ almost impossible for her to agrec ltoe my propoesal as she
kad her vow of virginity. So Miss Mariene what shall I do?

Troubled Conscience
Dear Troubled Conscience,

It is my understanding thot ¢ dispensotion from the Vow of Vieginity
may be obtoined from the proper Ecclesiasticol outhorities. | suggest cen-
sultation with your priest or bishop, giving all the pertinent details, ond |
om sure that you will receive the needed assistance.

Dear Miss Marlene,

I am sixteen years old and at present a second year college stu-
dent. I have so many friends and I am in love with a boy friend of
mine who is seventeen years old but not exactly what you call “love’”.
It's just still a simple love. I am fond of him, I like his ways and
character, and his way of dressing. We have been clusrsmates and
friends. Incidentally, we are always together in school activities. He
hates dancing and parties while I like it, but I adopt myself to the
things he bkes for we have what you call “mutual understanding’.
He admires me most and no other and even tells his family about me.
His family, indeed, is so nice and good to me. For twe years, we
‘have been writing each other seeking advice. He ie at present study-
ing in another city. I am afraid he might changg later especially he
iz far, I do mot intend to enter in love affairs seriously and be en.
qgaged either, not until I am old enonugh. [I.would like to hold him
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until we are old enough lo be in lpve. 1 woiwldd Like him to be my
lifetime partner. How can I hold him during these years

X
Dear X,

You sound like a sensible young lody, especially when you admit thot
girls of sixteen should not think seriously of fove. Mothing would be more
disastrous for you and your friends tham to give up the pleasont, corefree,
joyous existence of youth for the responsibilities ond problems of aduit-
hood.

Try to realize thot the tastes of youth change ropidly. For girls of
your oge it is the most notural thing in the world to imegine yourselves
desperately in love with a fellew one doy and chonge your mind the mext.
You are shll growing up, physically, intellectually, and emotionally. Give
yourself a breok; do not handicop yourself ot this stage by concentrating
on one single boy from whose affections you will not care a whit when the
proper hime comes for marrioge. Just keep on being frionds with him ond
with a lot of other nice boys ond girls, and you will never be sorry.

Dear Miss Marlene,

I hope seriously that ycur advice will enlighten my wnderstanding
with regards to my problem, Just last week I broke with the man
whom I love with a love developed through years of engagement. He's
« fine young man of 20 ycars old and a senior High School. I'm also
18 years old and a Junior in High School.

We went steady for two years and my parents often complained
about his health. Because three or four months after our engagement,
he got ¢ disease said to be sonilagious, In gpite of this I stick to him
because § love him, tho' I dont know whether he cares for me or not.
Day after day I pray for Ms health, because I know God would clear
him soon of that disease.

Here lies my probdlem: I did not dreak with him decause of his
health, but because he's after another girl right here in our city. [
mow not what to do, all I know is that I love him still. DPm terribly
heartbroken, because in him Ive found the real feeling of love through
Jrequent ecompanionship.

With this condition of mine, I know Jesus calls for me to help
Him bear the Cross. But just as I broke 1bith the said fellow above,
§ accepted a suitor who is in Menila now.. . He's finer than the fellow
above, but I'm not so wmadly in love with lim.

So then, did I think of the convent. Can I enler the convent with-
ont graduating the High School. Please Miss Muarlene, help me o
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chonse whether to bear Christ’s eross to the House of the Lord, fo be

secluded from the world or bear man's burden of uncertainiy.
Remzal

Déar Romzal,

Your whole letter demonstrotes what hoppens when too young ond
immeiwee minds occupy themselves with offairs that properly belong to
adulthood. You ove much 100 young end undeveloped emotionally ond
intellectpolly to decide whot you want te do and be for the rest of your
life. f you would do thd right thing, then forget about your suiters and
concentrote on your studies fisst. Finish your course, enjoy your youth, ond
keep on proying. Then when the time comes ond you are old enough to
moke up your mind permonently, you will be better equipped to moke the
proper choice.

Dear Miss Marlene,

In my childhood days § had been attracted by a« life of solitude.
i had resolved to enter the convent at the age of 30. When I was barely
sixteen or sevenleen my love towards God greatly throbbed in my heart.
So if possible I'l enter the convent after graduation, My parenis are
against my will and one time mother scolded me. She chided me of
my plecious lime spent in prayers. According to her, she 18 not op-
posed to adoring God, but if it i3 done excessively she'll be displeased.
At might when I pray, she watches me and when I commit wmistakes
she talks of things with regards to my ;’wayers. I changed my plans
that I must pray al midnight without nsing any light, I tried it ont
but I fell sleepy and my prayers seem weary. Truly for nore than «
week I wus unahle to pray the holy Rosary. [ feel as if my life is
insecure. ® )

Now what advice can you give me with regurds to my sitnation?
«) Can you assure me that | can enter the convent in the bontemplative
order?

b) Would it be alright to pursue my studies and scrve my parenta

first,

¢) Which is advisable — to cling to my ambition, having o character-

istic dislike of society, or to change my life anew and enjoy the world,
Lowrdex

Deor Lourdes,

An inclinetion to the religious life is o precious gift, to be nurtured
ond cherished os befits the greatest vocation in life. Hewever, you are still
too young to be certain.about your choice of o stote of life. Also, since
you ore not yet of age, you are ‘duty-bound to respect your parents’ wishes.

So | would advise you to finish your studies first. Af the same time,
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do not shun o good wholesome social life, beeouse a well-developed person-
olity makes for success not only in the secular but also in the religious life.
Keep proying and doing your duty, oand when the proper time comes, Our
Lady will surely show you the waoy.

Dear Miss Marlene,

“I am practically 30 years old. | have never had a girl-friend
(that i Gpd's truth). [ envy men who have and wonder how in
thunder can they acquire one. So fer in life, J have been -successfrl
in pen-pal correspondence, huarving come in confact with different pen-
friends since 1939. At present I ant one of the members of Awnt Lina’x
Cirele,

But, never in my years of corrcspondence wilth these fewale pen-
friends has the idea of courting one of them come into my mind. The
thought of doing se, would be the contradiction of the word pen-friend.
I have been friend, coufidante and even brotiter to afl of them. Their
problems velating lo Ufe in general. I have some female-jriends, but
when I start wooing them, they turn cold end they won'l speak with
me anymore.

As long as they arve just friends, they are good listeners to my
wit and to my sense of humor, but when [ start getting vomantic,
they frecze (like the weather nowadays). I have courted £ or 3 times,
but I have recerved the same answers, that I lost interest on lhal
mutter, I have become fickle-minded.

There are times that the one where § do wol Shower my atientions
is the one interesied and the one where my attentions are concentraled
ix as covl as the ice-freczer. Incidentally, I am not ¢ good duncer, [
know only the slow-drag. Dut rather bow!, bike or go le show, rather
than attend o« party.

What would be the steps whercin I cen win over « g.f., Miss
Marlenc? What s the thing that keeps me slow? How cun I defroze
the women I em interested in? Tell me how to solve this dilemma

Dear H. M. A., H-H.A.

Not knowing you personally, and from the mcogre deseription you give
of yourself in your letter, it would be presumptious of me to pretend to
know the couse of your failure in cowrting, Parhops there is reolly nothing
the motter with you, since other girls seem to have found you interesting.
It moy be thot in God’s divine plon, the time for you to get married has not
yet come.

However, herc ore some tips as to whet & girl generally finds desirable
m the man she wonts to marry: He must be of sterling character, trust-
worthy, unscltish, considerote, ond cooperative. Mo showld hgve o steady
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job, be industrious ond hard-working. He should be friendly, kind, loyel,
end true; on interesting compenion, thoughtful ond adoptable. He must
hove clean personal habils, o gentlemoan in words as well as in deeds.

So start checking up' on yoursslf, will you?

Dear Miss Lily Marlene,

What is Love? When can we say that we are in love? How can
cun we detecl whether « person is in love with we or not? What are
the outward manifestations of a person in love?

Frankly speaking, I think I am in love with a girll But until
now, I am not sure whether I am really in love or just infatucted with
fier. Well, I am determined to marry her. Suppose time comes when
I loxe my affections for her, can she say that I fust fooled around with
her? Is it wrong to court more than one girl ut the same time? Even
just for finding oul whom I really love? When we buy something,
we select. Is not courting the process of selecting the right girl for
our pariner in life? And seleclion t‘mp!ies more than one object.

What factors inflame this passion, love, und what ertinguish it?
Some hoys told me thel embracing, kissing and the like makes girls
dove more. I have nmot experienced those things because they are sins
if we commil them, Do you think thal they are correct? “Is bredking
an engagement e gign that the coupfe are nol really in love, as they
have thought before?

Since I fell in love with this girl, I lost intcrest in any other girls,
Even how beautiful, lovely, and charming they are, they-just cannot
witract me because ell that is in my mind is the girl 1 love. In Rpite
of the merriments of the social functions I have attended in our town,
{ was never happy because she is not with me, we being from distant
places, I am.cdways craving for her companionship, but we have never
been together in-any affair. .

Neow, I do not like to associate with any other girls for reasons
I do not know. Am I right, Miss Marlene, and if I am wrong how can
wou correct me?

In Love
Dear In Love,

Yes, you seem to have all the symploms one usually essociates with
the complicated and inexplicoble phonomenon that is this thing celled “leve™.

As to the rest of your questions, | would refer you to o very instwmctive
pamphlet thet just about covers all your doubts:

“Modern Youth and Chastity” by Fother ‘Gerard Kelly, S.J.”

(Ed.—This excullent pamphiet may be ordered thru The Cross. —Only

P0.70 intluding postage.



