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In the roll of illustriows Filipinos,
the name of Tceodoro M. Kalaw
scintillates as 2 star in the [irmament
of the Philippine hall of fame. A law
yer ol the lirst water, Kalaw was an
author nen pareil, journalist an.
corruptible, an  cducator  exrraor-
dinary: a man among men.

But among the varied skills and at-
tributes of this versatile Batanguciio
his stature as @ Mason juts ouy in
bold relief in this part of the woild
where Masons are mihitant and theiv
epic deeds in the siruggle Tor Plnllp
pine freedom highlight this country’s
glorious history.

As 4 lawyer, Teoduro M. Kalaw
shone not only in the practice of that
great and noeble  proflession of Jaw
but also as a professor thercol, and as
author of law books and other lirerary
gems I viious Lields ol human en-
deavor.  MHowever,  the  vast, pre-
Ponderant portion af Lis works dealt
with his element — political science

As an author, there is hardly any
other Filipino writer living or dead
who could approximate the bicadih
and depth ol his prolific pen.

Kaliow wis born in Lipa, Batangas,
on March 31, 1881, Among the most
brillianc sons  ever  contributed by
Batangas o the glory of the Malayan
race, he married a carnival quesn of
exquisite beauty,  Pura Villanneva.
O this happy wnion was born ano-
ther carnival queen no less beawtiful
than her queen  mother — the pow
onc and onlv Maria Kalaw Kaughak.

Teadoro M. Kalaw obtained his

elementary education I[rom the Cole-
gto de Sebastian Fivrey, and the Riza!
Institute ol Lipa; his kigh school at
the Colegio de San de Letran, 1t vas
at the Liceo that he earned his Bachel-
ar ol Arts degree, but his Bachelor ol
Laws and Master of Laws degrees he
obtuinal from the Escuele de Devecho.

It was not by a [iuke that Kalaw
reached the heights that he did. Born
of a sulliciently well-to-do i not a
rich Jamily from the poj:ular standard
of those times, the young Kalaw was
not above thmg his way 1o obtan
an  cducittion.  As o student,  he
worked as a reporter on the newspa-
per &! Renacinviento, a Tilipmo-
Spanish daily, of which he Jater be-
came the editor and, later sull, alwer
his graduation, the editov-in-chicl.

This was then in 1907, Then a
mesnber ol the Phalippine bar, Ka-
Law’s  tadent was quickly  recoguized
with his appointment asy Manuel Luis
Queson's seeretary  to  the Interna-
tinnal Conlerence of Navigation in
Russin. Upon his return [rom that
assigninent overseas, he became a pro-
fessor ol Taw and concuvrently the
dirgcror ol las alma mner, 1he
Escuwela de Derechio,

This voung, brilliant  son ol Ba-
Lingas ook to politics as an eagle o
the air. e served in the Philippine
Assembly as representative from the
third district of  Batzngas {or the
term 1TULO-1912, alter  which he was
appointed director of the Philippine
Librarvy and Museum.

[is various high positions in (he
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government came one alter annther
in rapid succession, higher and ever
higher in spontaneous 1ecognition of
his extraordinary aptitudes. Under-
Secretary of Intcrior in 1916, he be-
came the Sccretary the following
year, a2 position which he resigned in
1922 in order to become the Exe-
cutive Secretary and Chiel Adviser of
the Philippine Independence Mission
to the Unitad States. In 1929, he-
came again the direcior of the Philip-
pine Library and Muscum.

It was alter his  return [rom the
World Naval Meet in Russia that he
wrote onc of his foremost [iterary
works of note, entitled Hacia ta Tier-
ra del Mar. This was [ollowed by J.a
Constitucion de Malolos and El Di
vorcio en Filipinas, both of which
concern has [avorile  elements as a
lawyer — constitutional law and civil
law.

The versatility of his able and pro-
lific pen was well manifested in 1912
when, in the short span of that year
lie produced three works — Las Ideas
Politicas de la Revolucion Filipina.
Principios de Vida Social, and Te-
ortas Constitucionales.

His inclination to political science
15 sulliciently patent in his Como se
Puede Mejorar Nuesira Legislacion,
which he wrote in 1913; E! Ideario
Politico de Mabini, and Manual de
Ciencta Politica Filiping, all of which
were written in the six years ending
in 1918.

Except for his comprehensive and
enlightening work entitled La Maso-
neria Filipina, which was also written
in 1918, all his literary output there-
after until 1928 was on political
scicnce—La Revolucion de Filipinas,
Court Martial of Andres Bonifacio,
and Le Campana del Kuomintang.
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This deeply religious Mason then
wrole Dietario Espritual, {ollowed by
other works of political and quasi-
military complexion, like Gregorio H.
del Pilar, Las Cartas Paliticas de
Mabini, and El Espiritu de la Revo-
lucion.

Untold other works came [rom his
golden pen, some never published.
Among the salient literary works
edited under his direction were pub-
lications ol the National Library of
which he was director, including the
fpistolario Rizalino, Volumes 1, II,
111, and 1V; Ang Pinagtatalunang
Akta ng Kattpunan, and Revolucion
Filipina by Mabini in two volumes, in
addition 1o the biography of Gregorio
del Pilar, El Hevoe de Tirad, of whicn
he was the author.

Towering as he may be in the na-
tional scale, Teodoro M. Kalaw as
among Misons is a [igure than whom
none 1s saicd to be greater or has con-
tributed morc Lo Masonry and to the
ulcimate ends of that Venerahie
Brotherhood. Grand Master of Re-
gional Grand Lodge under Gran
Oriente ol Spain during 1914-1917, he
was clected TPast Honorary Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of the
Philippines in 1925, and Grand
Master in 1928. His master[ul work,
La Masoneria Filipina. rellects tha
scope and cxtent of his vast contribu-
tion to Masonry in this part of the
world, and his thorough knowledge
ol the problems and the vicissitudes of
that Ancient Craft in this jurisdiction,
the Philippines became [ree of the
Spanish yoke. The work is properly
subdued as regards the indomit-
able courage, indefatigable struggles,
and extreme sacrifices of his brother
Masons [or the ultimate emancipa-
tion of this country after more than
three centuries of captivity under the
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claws ol the beats of prey which sport
the habiliments of so-called Apostles
of Christ.

Such was the wide versaulity of
the man that in whatever [(icld he
twrned 1o try his mettle and prove his
worth, he quicky carned distinction
and obtained recognition. It must be
borne in mind that all of this pro-
digiouws output ol the most abstruse
literury works was accomplished while
Kalaw was creditably performing his
heavy duties in his various capacitics
in the government.

As a cultured scholar and literary
luminary he belonged to the Roval
Academy ol Arts and Letticrs,
a Filipino-Spanish literary association

in the Philippines, of which he was
president. He was likewise a2 mem.-
ber of the Academy of Political
Science af New York, and of the ex-
clusive Real Academia de ln Lengua
Espanola of Span.

Thus we see the towering stature of
Teodora M. Kaluw, viewed in national
perspective.  But there is a jewelled
phase of the main’s character which
was known to only the [ew who were
privileged 1o move within his im-
mechate circle.  Uncompromising in
matters of principles, his heart of
gold was a tender as eider down.
Compossionate to all living creation,
chavity was the main Ieature of his
strong  personality,  the  salient  at-
wribute of the Miason.
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