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write on the importance of the stu-

dy of Filipino Culture. For, as has
been said, the last thing a fish will dis-
cover is the water that surrounds it;
and in this line of thinking I would
like to bring out the fact, that although
there is presently a very strong wave
of Filipino nationalism, and sometimes
a strong blind nationalism, yet many of
us may not know, or do not cven admit,
or are ashamed, or simply ignore the
fact that there exists such a thing as a
Filipino Cnlture.

The word Filipino includes all the eth-
nical groups, the members of which en-
joy Philippine citizenship; as our Neg-
vitos, the Mohammedans of the south,
the old Malays (the tribes of Mt. Prov-
ince, etc.), the Proto-Malays (Mano-
bns, Mangyans, etc.), we the young Ma-
lays, and the naturalized citizens com-
posed of different nationalities, The cul-
ture of these aforementioned groups va-
ries from the most primitive, ie. the
Negritos to the highly civilized ethnical
group—we the young Malays, etc.
Hence, in sﬁcaking of the Filipino we
should not think only of the ruting cluss
{the young Mualays) but all the other
atovementioned ethnical groups.

The word cidtnre is a more complicat-
ed thing to define. Defined in its nar-
row sense it is used to mean the arts—
painting, literature, ete. For a broader
definition, an anthropological one, which
will be the sense I will use, I will quote
some well known definitions,

E. B. Tylor, an English anthropolo-
gist, defined culture as that “complex
whole which includes knowledge, belief,
art, morals, law, custom, and any other
capabilities and habits acquired by man
as a member of society.”

Another definition is put up by Sieber
who defines culture in the cthnological
sense as “the inner formation of the
human mind, and the external forma-
tion of the body and nature in so far
as the latter process is directed by the
mind. Culture, therefore, is immanent
and observable only in its external ma-
nifestations.”

From these definitions, it is inplied
that culture of a people will embrace
all the aspects of human life, of which
we recognize three: sociological, mate-
rial, and spiritual,

In the European countries which I vi-
sited in the course of my stay abroad,
much money and efforts are spent in
order to know more about themselves,
besides indulging in doing cultural re-
search in the culture of other countries.
In Muenster, folkloristic studies arve con-
ducted by the Volkskunde Institute, for
a certain region of Germany. At the
same time this institute publishes a sci-
entific magazine on the latest results
obtained. This institute is a part of
the University of Muenster where one
may study for a doctorate's degree, For
this purpose the institute has its own
library of 10,000 volumies or so. Be-
sides, there is a museum which func-
tions as a repository for the cultural ar-
tifacts collected by the workers of the
Institute and its collaborators, The
other big German universities where
ethnology is taught, and which have also
their own cthnological, archacological,
and linguistical institutes are Cologne,
Goettingen, Bonn, Frankfurt, Hamburg,
etc. Hamburg is noted for its special-
ization in Linguistics (African especial-
ly); one of its products is Professor
Cecilio Lopez of the University of the
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Philippines, probably the only trained
Filipino linguist with a doctor’s degree.
The Swiss universities also have their
own institutes and the cantons have
their own museums, The same may be
said of Austria, Sweden, Belgium, etc.
In Rome one of the famous museums
which I visited is the Lateran Museum.
In its collection, as in all other Euro-
pean museums, there is but a small col-
lection of objects from the Philippines.
This shows how much more we need to
study our own culture and present it to
the outside world, that it may under-
stand and be able to help us,

Now let us consider our neighboring
countries that have just recently gain-
ed their independence, Our nearest
neighbor in the southerly direction is
the Indonesians; through their past mas-
ters, the Dutch, they have been able to
retain wuch of their cultural heritage,

own languages have been thoroughly
studied by Filipine schelars? The an-
swer to all these would be, but a few.

I remember once somebody asked me
whether the Mamanua of N.E. Minda-
nao were Malays, and whether they
were Filipinos. This ignorance of the
ethnical classification of our Negrito
brothers cannot be totally blamed upon
the inquirer, for it is a fact that very
little has been written about the Ma-
manua—the Negritos of N.E. Minda-
nao and to top it all my students and
intellectuals simply do not care if these
people exist or not, much more exert

their efforts in the study of their cul-
ture, one of the most primitive in our
cultural melieu,

Since 1 have mentioned the Negritos,
many of you would he curious and there-
fore would ask: what is the importance
of studying these people’s culture? Fr.

The Author with some of his Mangyan friends in Barrio Arangin in Or. Mindoro.

in the form of the non-destruction of
their old sociological structures, writ-
ten accounts of their history, etc., and
the muscums: of the latter there are
two, onc in Batavia and one in Ban-
dung which put our own to shame. The
Philippine peninsula, which was under
the British colonials for a while, and is
now free, has four muscums; the Straits
Settlement has the Raffles Museum;
Inde-China has four museums; its lar-
gest is located at Hanoi; Borneo has
also a museum at Sarawak, These mu-
seums are still kept up by the native
scientists of these places mentioned.

Now we have already seen briefly how
in other countries there is a conscious
effort to study their own culture, Let
us turp our searching eyes to the pic-
ture in our own land. First, let us ask
a few ocuestions which have to do with
the study of Filipino Culture.

Of our younger generation today how
many of us really know that the Fili-
pino culture is not just one stratum, but
that it is a variegated and a stratified
one? How many of us know that there
are about 83 or more languages and dia-
lects taken together spoken in our coun-
try? And how many of us, especially
our generation, know that we find in
the Philippines all kinds of cultures,
from the simplest, viz. to a certain ex-
tent hunting and gathering culture, to
the highly civilized village culture of
the agriculturists, our brothers in the
Mountain Province? And up to the pres-
ent how many of the grammars of our

Rahmann (now professor of ethnology
at Fribourg University in Switzerland)
in an article states that “these little rem-
nants of the Negrito race_ in the central
Philippines are in many respects heralds
and living documents of remote anti-
quity. From their beliefs and customs
we can read as from a historic source,
as it were, elements that must have been
part of a very carly human civiliza-
tion...” And it was for this same rea-
son that the late Fr. W. Schmidt, the
founder of the Anthropost Institute ini-
tiated, organized, and inspired an ex-
tensive field work among a good num-
ber of the different pygmy races of the
world. These investigations, largely car-
ried out by competent missionaries, viz.
Vanoverbergh, Schelesta, ete, brought
to light facts that are of momentous 1m-
portance in retracting man’s develop-
ment. Take for instance such facts as
the existence of monotheism, monogamy,
and private property among these oldest
living representatives of mankind., Ruth
Benedict says that primitive peoples are
a living laboratory.

As a science, cultural anthropology
(cultural studies) in the Philippines is
relatively young and not well devecloped.
To be considered as the Nestor of mod-
ern Philippine ethnology is Prof. Beyer,
who for the last several decades of his
stay in the Philippines has been collect-
ing anthropological, folkloristic, and
prebistoric materials. Much of the ma-
terials on hand are still waiting for

THE CAROLINIAN



publication. At present Beyer has turn-
¢d more and more to archaeology, and to
him pgoes the credit of discovery of the
existence of a Stone Age in the Philip-
pines. His main work is entitled Philip-
pine and East Asian Archacology, and
its Relation to the Origin of the uci-
fie Istand Population.  Probably the
most outstanding field worked in cul-
tural anthropology and linguistics is
Fr. Morice Vanoverbergh, C.I.C.M, His
studies on the Negritos, and of the Le-
panto-Igorot vr Kakanay are well known,
and have served to give more informa-
tion regarding these primitive brothers
of ours. Still another missionary ex-
plorer of the Scheut missionaries, Fr.
Francis Lambrecht did cxtensive field
work among the Mayayaw, a sub-group
of the Ifugao. Another priest scholar,
I'r. Alfonse Claerhoudt is an authority
on the language of the Benguet lgorots;
Fr. Leon Lindemans is collecting oral
tore of the lfugaos. Still another out-
standing field worker among the peo-
ples of Mt, Province was the late R, F.
Barton. However, duc to the misfor-

daughter (requently publish Filipino
folk customs in a local magazine.

In prehistory and archaeology, W. C.
Sollieim 11 has joined Beyer in this work
and consequently has published several
papers in the Journal of E.A. Studies.
Fox and his assistant have also gone
into this field, having reported several
excavation expeditions.

In the field of scientific linguistics
Cecilio Lopez, of the UP, is working on
a “Comparative Phil, Syntax”, a project
supported by a Guggenheim grant.
There are also other linguistical studies
pursued by him. An American, Frank
Blake, is cooperating with Prof. Lopez
in studying accents in Tagalog. Ano-
ther Filipino, Arscnio Manuel, wrote a
book on Chinese Elements in the Taga-
log Language. Furthermore, systema-
tiec linguistic field work is being con-
ducted by the Summer Institute of Lin-
guistics in the Philippines which is an
organization of Oklahoma and Dakota;
its divector is Richard Pittman, They
issue grammars and vocabularies of
languages they have studied. They have

Importance of the Study
PHILIPPINE

CULTURE

by DR. MARCELINO N. MACEDA

tunes of war most of the manuscripls
have disappeared. Another American,
Conklin, did recently extensive field
work among the Mangyans of southern
Mindoro. Robert Fox of the National
Museum has shown us a new approach
to the further research on the cultures
of some of the matives of the Philip-
pines, namely the ethnobotanical ap-
proach, He wrote a monograph, a very
excellent one, on the material culture of
the Pinatubo Negritos of Zambales. A
very indispensable work, even for our
pharmacy students, is the comprehen-
sive work of Eduardo Quisumbing enti-
tled Medicinal Plants of the Philippines.
Timoteo Oracion of Silliman University
is doing research work on the Islands
of Negros. He has already published
his results in the Silliman Journe! on
the Nagahats, a pagan tribe in south-
west Negros.

I'r. Rahmann, who is now in Fribourg
University, and this writer as his as-
sistant conducted studies among the
Negritos of the southern Philippines
and folkloristic studies at the same
time before the former left for Europe,
Fr. Lynch, 8.J., is specializing in re-
search on the Tagalog and Bicol re-
gions, And also to be credited with the
gathering of materials of our primitive
tribes are some of the Americans who
were assigned to work in the ethnolo-
gical division of the defunct Bureau of
Science; rviz. Reed, Jones, Worcester, et
al. It should be noted that their mate-
rials are still good for comparative stu-
dies. A great need for new monographs
of our ethnical groups today exists,

Philippine Folklore is a highly prom-
ising field. There is much effort being
exerted but they are much scattered.
The collection made by Dean S, Fans-
ler of “Filipino Popular Tales” contains
only a minor part of the material ga-
thered by him, Armando Malay and his
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already published several works con-
cerning their activities in Notes on the
Dialectic Geography of the Philippines;
An Intensive Language Course, etc.

These are some of the few people who
are engaged in the study of Filipino
culture; worth noticing is the fact that
there are very few Filipino names in-
volved in such a pgreat task of study-
ing our own culture, This is a chal-
lenge to our youth and us intellectuals.

There are institutions which also con-
duet studies in Philippine culture, viz.,
the University of Manila, which edits
Jonrnal of E.A. Studies; the University
of Chicago which has a Philippine Stu-
dies Program; Silliman University, and
some other schools in Manila, Last but
not least is our own university, where
a further cultural anthropological stu-
dy program is envisaged, and perhaps
a scientific magazine for publication of
the latest results of work done by mem-
bers of its faculty.

After having duly exposed the con-
ditions regarding cultural research work
of our own culture I hope that we ac-
cept it as a challenge. As natives we
have advantages in the matters of lan-
guage and understanding the mentality
of the people under which we may be
working, f course we would not be
blind to the fact that research work
can also be done in cooperation with
foreign scholars, for then better re-
search results would be forthcoming.

The sifting of what is still Filipino
from the mess of foreign cultural elem-
ents is a job which we the younger gen-
eration still have to accomplish. Then
and only then will we be able to under-
stand our ownselves instead of staying
under the illusion that we are either
Hispanized or Americanized, for in spite
of the superficial trappings many of
us wear, underneath these trappings
still lurks the Filipino heritage. §

(Continteed from page 21}

“Of course 1 will,” I replied. *“But
youw're not really going to die?”

“I am, That's why I'm asking you
this.”

“But you're not sick. How come
you're going to die. By accident, you
wean?”

“No, not by accident, You see it's
like this. There are many ways of dy-
ing. By disease, By accident. Then a
man can kill himself. 1 mean, a man
can choose not to live anymore, and he
is free to end his life.” He fell into a
lethargic silence.

1 was looking at the red rose as I
listened to him. 1 was rather confused,
tecause 1 could see clearly the implica-
tion of his words. “You're not poing to
do such a thing, are you?”

Miguel looked at me. "Of course I
won't”, he muttered, “I'll get us some-
thing to drink.” Like the night before,
we sat there listening to melancholy
jazz from the phonograph,

It was the last time I saw him. For
as he had said, he died, ] was on my
way to his house whea I saw him lying
on the asphalt road, dead under the
pale moonlight, T knew he had thought
of it all. 1 could hear the phonograph
playing. I saw the brown dog sniffing
at the fallen man and whining mourn-
fully in the darkness.

1 remember that when 1 saw it I
said it was a useless thing and Miguel
did not have to do it. 1 still believe
that life is worth living...

Oh, ves, there is a love letter I will
write this day... §

'he CCAA (Cont’d from p. 32)

bashets while the Maestros were limited
to four! The longest lead came of 107-81,
4'44", to qo for the final half. At abowt
this time, USC started applying the
brokes ond let the Maesiros cotch wp
for a final 111.7), ene of the seasonm’s
highest scoring sprees. Victory mumber
2 for the Warriors!

The INTRAMURALS

(Continued from pege 32)

Despite the yeoman work of the *‘Mutt
and Jeff* team. Martinez who scored 31
pts. ond Lucas who tallied 18 pis, the
Artsmen found themselves at the short
end of the bargain at the final whistle.

The Barristers, suffering from elephanm-
tlasis of the ego, lost to the underrated
Busl Fi bi 40-36 for the
last game before the mid-term exams.
After leading by as much as tem polnts
fn the first half, ond still holding on #o
thelr lead In the lower half, they were
overtaken by the Busiwessmen in the last
closing minutes. Busimessmem Capahi and
Rodrigues netlcing the breok given them
by the "lowyers” made short work of
the seemingly insurmountable lead put up
by the Barrlsters’ first stringers for @
well-deserved victory. Holf-time score
was 10.9 for the Barristers.

TEAM STANDING* W L
LW sansian s e 5-1
Accounting ...... suE A=A

............ . 3-2
Business-Finance 2-2
ANES  evmesamamam et 1-3
Belences . .uocvnimeai v 1-3
CEM: »innmmvmatniimses 1-4

*As of September I12.
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