B A chid's behavior and life are

p«dl“dnunnm.d
by the kind relationship between fat and me-
ther rather thao by the education and ecomomic

status of its paremts,

FAMILY INFLUENCES ON
PERSONALITY

?.:: ha\;ewd found in ';l:t
guidance grou 1
the rduiomr\ip bl:tmn
rents bears more Jargely
on children's behavior than
such things as the educa
tional or economic status of
the nts. In fact, the
marital relationship appears
to be more important than
any other factor. Fooddi
nickiness,  over-dependence,
attention-demanding, 1emper
tantrums, and urinary incon-
tinence are recruited more
consistently  from  homes
where an inharmonious pa
rental relationship exists.
Since the marital adjust
ment is so tant to
healthy habits and sound
personality in the child, the
teacher may ask, “What of
it so far as 1 am concerned?”
If she has serise  she
knows thar it is completely
outside the limits her
function to intrude into the
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highly inflammable area of
husband-wife relstioml:?s.
But some general knowledge
of the sources of strain and
batflement give her to
lerance of parents and
child, and may help to breed
tolerance in them,
In our group, we found
that while similarities of
educational and economic
background were the rule in
marriage, this was not true
of temperament. The re
served, dignified person with
a marked sense of privacy
tends 1o marry the outgoing,
extraverted person. rpn
rently a large element of ro-
mantic allure lies in a tem-
perament  different  from

one's own, and yet it ma
be baffling to undemmz
and adjust to.

A mutually satisfying sex
relationship brings enough
support to make such ad
justments seem relatively mi-
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nor, but when erotic ten
sions exist all sorts of minor
itens are saturated with
strains projected from them.

Another factor, closely re
lated to marital adjustment
in its influence on child-
ren’s behavior, is the degree
of parental agreement on
disciplinary techniques. This
is one‘fm complete, both ﬁ
cause rents vary

amuup.and because all
of us are greay influenced
in our ideas about discipline
by our a I or
proval of the techniques used
on us as children. Where
parents have not accepted
these diffefences and real
strain or friction exists over
discipline, we find the child
showing insecurity or anxie-
ty.

Child behavior is also af
fected by the child-parent
reladonship. A mother may
be balfled by an emerging
personality unlike her own
or by conflict in herself, o1
because of the trying dumnes.
tic situation to which he
child ties her. She may be
reliving through her child
the tensions of her own
childhood. She may be
merely too acutely aware of
the importance of the oo

a2

ther<hild relationship, hec
tie, self-conscious, ring
over the latest undigested
words from child psychology,
and mental hygiene propa-
ganda, anxiously seeking ad.
vice and authority. Regard-
less of the cause, if she is
anxious and uneasy in her
relationship to her young
ster, she increases the likels-
hood of unfortunate nse
patterns from him, at
she needs is a mctial pro-
am that will help her see
evself and the child l:b-
ectively = to appreciate
Lhich 'yo( his characteristics
are modifiable and which are
not. What she does no! need
is criticism of herself or her
child. An intolerant teach-
er can easlly add to the
tension of an already tense

relationship.

The ogsy(h ical environ.
ment the child also va.
ries enormously according to
his mere position’ in the fa-

mily. ':;hc (im“duzod has m;
monopoly on affection,
many children are so dislo-
cated by the advent of 2 new
child that they have marked
changes of personality and
show misbehavior in
their futile attempts to get
back their monopoly.
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A younger child, o, has
his problems. Older child-
ren place him in an inferior

role with t w achieve-
ment. If older child
is a boy, the younger may
commly] (ecldim uate
intellectually an h ||
and | these PIW

even as an adule.  If the
older sib is a domineering
girl, he may carry deep-
seated reseniment of women
into adulthood. If the older
sister is protective and ma.
ternal, he may have fewer
adjutment problems as a

child but continue
most of his life handing on
to childish dependent pat
terns that retard his emo.
tional maturity.

All  these  relationships
modify the other relation.
ships within the home. If
permitted by circumstances
and good luck, the child be-
comes 3 youngster who is
fun o know and teach., It

iginal uipment,

d lleaol’t;\‘ or ur‘:llining in
trafamily relationships exist,
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then the child, a victim of
circumstances, may become
for the teacher a thorn in
the side,

Understanding breeds 1o
lerance.  Where  teachers
have knowledge of the whys
of a ct:’ld‘a l:han:r. greater
§ thy an ence are

E:lc. and ap‘mm-e intel.
igent contribution to the
child’s training.  But no
teacher can know more than
2 few of her children and
their homes. She can't de-
pend on  understinding  as
the basis of sympathy and
tolerance, She must learn
o the fact that child

ren parents vary greatly
in attractiveness, mf' per-
haps when they are particu.
1 trying she can remem
ber to stand by with tole
rance while they urm
with the equipment

heredity and experience have
given them, agai:at the pres.
sures of life. - ;:ﬂ
Walker Macfariane, Director
of Guidance Study, Uriv. of
Califernia, in the Childhood
Education, Oct. 1938,



