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APOSTOLIC LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE
PAULUS PP. Vi

ON THE OCCASION OF THE

EIGHTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ENCYCLICAL
“RERUM NOVARUM"

{continued)

CHRISTIANS FACE TO FACE WITH THESE
NEW PROBLEMS

DYNAMISM OF THE CHURCH’S SOCIAL TEACHING

42, In the face of so many new questions the Church
makes an effort to reflect in order to give an answer, in its
own sphere, to men's expectations, If today the problems
seem original in their breadth and their urgency, is man with-
out the means of solving them? It is with all its dynamism
that the social teaching of the Church accompanies men in
their search. If it does not intervene to authenticate a given
strueture or to propose a ready-made model, it does not thereby
limit itself to recalling general principles. It developes through
reflection applied to the changing situations of this world,
under the driving force of the Gospel as the source of renew-
al when its message is accepted in its totality and with all its
demands. It also develops with the sensitivity proper to the
Church which is characterized by a disinterested will to serve
and by attention to the poorest.

Finally, it draws upon its rich experience of many cen-
turies which enables it, while continuing its permanent pre-
occupations, to undertake the daring and creative innovations
which the present state of the world requires.
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FOR GREATER JUSTICE

43. There is a need to establish a greater justice in the
sharing of goods, both within national communities and on
the international level. In international exchanges there is a
need to go beyond relationships based on force, in order to
arrive at agreements reached with the good of all in mind.
Relationships based on force have never in fact established
justice in a true and lasting manner, even if at certain times
the alteration of positions can often make it possible to find
easier conditions for dialogue. The use of force moreover leads
to the setting in motion of opposing forces, and from this
springs a climate of struggle which opens the way to situa-
tions of extreme violence and to abuses:?

But, as we have often stated, the most important duty in
the realm of justice is to allow each country to promote its
own development, within the framework of a cooperation free
from any spirit of domination, whether economic or political
The complexity of the problems raised is certainly great, in
the present intertwining of mutual dependences. Thus it is
necessary to have the courage to undertake a revision of the
relationships between nations, whether it is a question of the
international division of production, the structure of exchanges,
the control of profits, the monetary system — without forgetting
the actions of human solidarity — to question the maodels of
growth of the rich nations and change people’s outlooks, so
that they may realize the prior call of international duty, and
to renew international organizations so that theyv may increase
in effectiveness,

41. Under the driving force of new systems of production,
national frontiers are hreaking down, and we can see new
economic powers emerging, the multinational enterprise, which
by the concentration and flexibility of their means can c¢on-
duct autonomous strategies which are largely independent of
the national political powers and therefore not subject to con-
trol from the point of view of the common good, By extending
their activities, these private organizations can lead to a new
and abusive form of economic domination on the social, cultural

2T Popuelorum Progressio, 56 ff.: AAS 59 (1967), pp. 285 {f.
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and even political level., The excessive concentration of means
and powers that Pope Pius XI already condemned on the
fortieth anniversary of Rerum Novarum 1s taking on a new
and very real image.

CHANGE OF ATTITUDES AND STRUCTURES

45. Today men yvearn to free themselves from need and
dependence DBut this liberation starts with the interior free.
dom that men must find again with regard to their goods and
their powers; they will never reach it except through a trans-
cendent love for man, and, in consequence, through a genuine
readiness to serve. Otherwise, as one can see only too clearly,
the most revolutionary ideclogies lead only to a change of mas-
fers: once installed in power in their turn, these new masters
surround themselves with privileges, limit freedom and allow
other forms of injustice to become established.

Thus many people are reaching the point of questioning
the very model of society. The ambition of many nations, in
the competition that sets them in opposition and which carries
them along, is to attain technological, economic and military
power, This ambition then stands in the way of setting up
structures in which the ryvhthm of progress would be regulated
with a view to greater justice, instead of accentuating in-
equalities and living in a climate of distrust and struggle which
would unceasingly compromise peace.

CHRISTIAN MEANING OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY

46. Is it not here that there appears a radical limitation
to economics? Economic activity is necessary and, if it is
at the service of man, it can be “a source of brotherhood and
a sign of Providence” 2¢. It is the occasion of concrete ex-
changes between man, of rights recognized, of services rendered
and of dignity affirmed in work. Though it is often a field
of confrontation and domination, it can give rise to dialogue
and foster cooperation. Yet it runs the risk of taking up too
much strength and freedom*®. This is why the need is felt to

23 fbidemn, B6: p. 299,
20 Gaudiuni ¢t Spee, 63;: AAS 58 (1966). p. 1085,



PAPAL DOCUMENTS 597

pass from economics to politics, It is true that in the term
“politics” many confusions are possible and must be clarified,
but each man feels that in the social and economic field, both
national and international, the ultimate decision rests with
political powet.

Political power, which is the natural and necessary link
for ensuring the cohesion of the social body, must have as its
aim the achievement of the common good. While respecting
the legitimate liberties of individuals, families and subsidiary
groups, it acts in such a way as to create, effectively and for
the well-being of all, the eonditiong required for attaining man’s
true and complete good, including his spiritual end, It acts
within the limits of its comypetence, which can wvary from
people to people and from country to country. It always
intervenes with care for justice and with devotion to the com-
mon good, for which it holds final responsibility. It does not,
for ail that, deprive individuals and intermediary bodies of
the field of activity and responsibility which are proper to
them and which lead them to collaborate in the attainment of
this common good. In fact, "the true aim of all social activity
should be to help individual members of the sacial hady, but
never to destrey or absorb them 3% According to the vocation
proper to is, the political power must know how to stand aside
from particular interests in order to view its responsibility
with regard to the good of all men, even going beyond national
limits. To take politics seriously at its different levels — local,
regional, national and worldwide —is to affirm the duty of
man, of every man, to recognize the concrete reality and the
value of the freedom of choice that.is offered to him to seek
to bring about both the good of the city and of the nation
and of mankind. Politics are a demanding manner — but not
the only one — of living the Christian commitment to the ser-
vice of others. Without of course solving every problem, it
endeavours to apply solutions to the relationships men have
with one another. The domain of politics is wide and com-
prehensive, but it is not exclusive An attitude of encroachment
which would tend to set up politics as an absolute value would

30 Quadragesimo Anne: AAS 23 (1931}, p, 203 eof Mater ef
Magistra: AAS 53 (1961), pp. 414, 428; Gauditm ¢ Spea, T4-76: AAS
58 (19G66), pp, 1095-1100. =
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bring serious danger. While recognizing the autonomy of the
reality of politics, Christians who are invited to take up poli-
tical activity should try to make their choices consistent with
the Gospel and, in the framework of a legitimate plurality, to
give both personal collective witness to the seriousness of their
faith by effective and disinterested service of men.

SHARING IN RESPONSIBILITY

47. The passing to the political dimension also expresses
a demand made by the man of today: a greater sharing in res-
ponsibility and in decision-making. This legitimate aspiration
becomes more evident as the cultural level rises, as the sense
of freedom develops and as man becomes more aware of how,
in a world faeing an uncertain future, the choices of today
already condition the life of tomorrow. In Mater et Magistra®
Pope John XXIII stressed how much the admittance to res-
ponsibility is a basic demand of man's nature, a concrete
exercise of his freedom and a path to his development, and he
showed how, in economic life and particularly in enternrise,
this sharing in responsibilities should be ensured?* Today
the field is wider, and extends to the social and political snhere
in which a reasonable sharing in responsibility and in decisions
must be established and strengthened. Admittedly, it is true
that the choices proposed for a decision are more and more
complex: the considerations that must be borne in mind are
numerous and foreseeing of the conseauences involves risk,
even if new sciences strive to enlighten freedom at these im-
portant moments However, although limits are sometimes
called for. these obstacles must not slow down the giving of
wider participation in working out decisions, making choices
and putting them into practice. In order to counterbalance
increasing technocracy, modern forms of democracy must be
devised, not only making it possible for each man to become
informed and to exnress himself, but also by involving him in
a shared responsibility.

~ Thus human groups will gradually begin to share and to
live as communities. Thus freedom, which too often asserts
itself as a claim for autonomy by opposing the freedom of

$1.448 53 (1961), pp. 420-422,
32 Gaudium et Spes, 68, 75: AAS 58 (1966), pp. 1089-1090; 1097.
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others, will develop in its deepest human reality: to involve
itself and to spend itself in building up active and lived solida-
rity, But, for the Christian, it is by losing himself in God who
sets him free that man finds true freedom, renewed in the
death and resurrection of the Lord.

NEED TO BECOME INVOLVED IN ACTION

48. In the social sphere, the Church has always wished
fo assume a double function: first to enlighten minds in order
to assist them to discover the truth and to find the right path
fo follow amid the different teachings that call for their at-
tention; and secondly to take part in action and to spread,
with a real care for service and effectiveness, the enerpgies of
the Gospel, Is it not in order to be faithful to this desire that
the Church has sent on an apostolic mission among the workers
priests who, by sharing fully the condition of the worker, are
at that Jevel the witnesses to the Church’s solitude and seeking?

It is to all Christians that we address a fresh and insistent
call to action. In our encyclical on the Development of Peoples
we urged that all should set themselves to the task: ‘“Laymen
should take up as their own proper task the renewal of the
temporal order. If the role of the hierarchy is to teach and
to interpret authentically the norms of morality to be followed
in this matter, it belongs to the laity, without waiting pas-
sively for orders and directives, to take the initiatives freely
and to infuse a Christian spirit into the mentality, customs,
laws and structures of the community in which they live."3
I.et each one examine himself, to gee what he has done up to
now, and what he ought to do. It is not enough to recall
principles, state intentions, point to crying injustice and utter
prophetic denunciations; these words will lack real weight un-
less they are accompanied for each individual by a livelier
awarencss of personal responsibility and by effective action.
It is too easy to throw back on others responsibility for in-
justice, if at the same time one does not realize how each one
shares in it personally, and how personal conversion is needed
first. This basic humility will rid action of all inflexibility

WEl: AAS 59 (1967), pp. 296-297.
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and sectarianism; it will also avoid discouragement in the face
of a task which seemns limitless in size. The Christian's hope
comes primarily from the fact that he knows that the Lord
is working with us in the world, continuing in his Body which
is the Church —and, through the Church, in the whole of
mankind — the Redemption which was accomplished on the
Cross and which burst forth in victory on the morning of the
Resurrection.™ This hope springs also from the fact that
the Christian knows that other men are at work to undertake
actions of justice and peace working for the same ends., For
beneath an outward appearance of indifference, in the heart
of every man there is a will to live in brotherhood and a
thirst for justice and peace, which is to be expanded,

EACH ONE TO DETERMINE

49, Thus, amid the diversity of situations, functions and
organizations, each one must determine in his conscience, the
actions which he is calledt4o share in. Surrounded by various
currents into which, besides legitimate aspirations, there in-
sinuate themselves more ambiguous tendencies, the Christian
must make a wise and vigilant choice and avoid involving
himself in collaboration without conditions and contrary to
the principles of a true humanism, even in the name of a
genuinely left solidarity. If in fact he wishes to play a specific
part as a Christian in accordance with hig faith — a part that
unbelievers themselves expect of him — he must take care in
the midst of his active commitment to clarify his motives and
to rise above the objectives aimed at, by taking a more all-
embracing view which will avoid the danger of selfish parti-
cularism and oppressive totalitarianism,

PLURALISM OF OPTIONS

50- In concrete situations, and taking account of solida-
rity in each person’s life, one must recognize g legitimate
variety of possible options. The same Christian faith can lead
to different commitments 5. The Church invites all Christians

MOf, Mt 28:30; Phil 2:8-11.
35 (Faudium et Spes, 43: AAS 58 (1966), p. 1061,
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to take up a double task of inspiring and of innovating, in
order to make structures evolve, so as to adapt them to the
real needs of today, From Christians who at first sight seem
to be in opposition, as a result of starting from differing
options, she asks an effort at mutual understanding of the
other's positions and motives; a loyal examination of one's
behaviour and its correctness will suggest to each one an at-
titude of more profound charity which, while recognizing the
differences, believes nonetheless in the possibility of conver-
gence and unity. “The bonds which unite the faithful ave
mightier than anything which divides them™ 3¢

It is true that many people, in the midst of modern struc-
tures and conditioning circumstances, are determined by their
habits of thought and their functions, even apart form the
safeguarding of material interests. Others feel so deeply the
solidarity of classes and cultures that they reach the point of
sharing without reserve all the judgments and options of their
surroundings 3', ILach one will take great care to examine
himself and to bring about that true freedom according to
Christ which makes one rveceptive to the universal in the very
midst of the most particular conditions.

“TO AWAKENING THE PEOPLE OF GOD”

51. It is in this regard too that Christian organizations,
under their different forms, have a responsibility for collective
action  Without putting themselves in the place of the ins-
titutions of civil society, they have to express, in their own
way and rising above their particular nature, the concrete
demands of the Christian faith for a just, and consequently
necessary, transformation of society®,

Today more than ever the World of God will be unable
to be proclaimed and heard unless it is accompanied by the
witness of the power of the Holy Spirit, working within the
action of Christian in the service of their brothers, at the
points in which their existence and their future are at stake.

3 Ibidem, 93: p. 1113,

3T Cf, 1 Thess 5:21,

8 Lunten  Gentinne, 31: AAS 57 (1965), pp. 37-38; Awpostolicam
Actuositatem, 5: AAS 58 (1966), p. B42.
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52. In expressing these reflections to you, venerable
brother, we are of course aware that we have not dealt with
all the social problems that today face the man of faith and
men of goodwill, Our recent declarations — to which has been
added your message of a short time ago on the oceasion of the
launching of the Second Development Decade — particularvly
concerning the duties of the commmunity of nations in the serious
question of the integral and concerted development of man
are still fresh in people’s minds, We address these present
reflections to you with the aim of offering to the Counecil of
the Laity and the Pontifical Commission on Justice and Peace
some fresh contributions, as well as an encouragement, for
the pursuit of their task of “awakening the People of the God
to a full understanding of its role at the present time"” and
of “promoting the apostolate on the international level’ 3.

1t is with these sentiments, venerable brother, that we
impart to you our Apostolic Blessing,

From the Vatican, 14 May 1971.
Paulus PP. VI

W atholicum Chriati FEeclesium, AAS 59 (1967), pp. 27 and 26.

EPISCOPAL ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES

Let us pray for our Bishops on the occasion of their

ordination anniversaries.

1. Most Rev. Porfirio Iligan
September 3, 1968

2. Most Rev. Julioc Labayen
September 8, 1966

3. Most Rev. Gregorio Espiga
September 10, 1955

4. His Eminence Julio Cardinal Rosales
September 21, 1946 (Silver Jubilee)

5., Most Rev. William Duschak
Septernber 21, 1951

| 6. Most Rev. Patrick Cronin

'- September 25, 1955




